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£5,000  of 
Lotteiy  tickets 

1,000  each  for  five 
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PAGE  22 


No  limit 

Quentin  Letts 
enjoys  the  right 
to  speed 
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Magnus  Linklater  on  the 
joys  of  coping  with 
heavy  weather 
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Cold  weather  cash  for  millions 


are 
off  as 
snow  spreads 

By  Jill  Sherman.  Gillian  Bowditch 
and  Jonathan  Prynn 


TENS  of  millions  of  pounds 
have  been  promised  to  sick 
and  elderly  people  across 
large  areas  of  Britain  as 
continuing  Arctic  conditions 
claimed  at  least  three  lives 
yesterday  and  disrupted 
transport. 

The  Government's  £8.50 
weekly  cold  weather  payments 
go  out  automatically  to  those 
deemed  vulnerable  when  tem¬ 
peratures  fall  to  freezing  or 
below  for  a  seven-day  period 
in  a  specific  area. 

They  are  made  to  three 
groups  on  income  support: 
families  with  children  under 
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five,  the  disabled,  and  pen¬ 
sioners.  The  payments,  to  a 
potential  three  million  recipi¬ 
ents.  stop  as  soon  as  tempera¬ 
tures  rise,  although  they  can 
be  paid  for  consecutive  weeks. 

Some  of  the  worst  condi¬ 
tions  during  the  current  cold 
snap  have  been  endured  by 
those  in  Shetland  and  the 
Western  isles,  where  scores  of 
households  were  still  without 
power  last  night. 

Most  of  Scotland.  Northern 
Ireland.  Wales  and  the  east  of 
England  from  the  Scottish 
border  as  far  south  as  Essex 
remained  blanketed  under 
snow  yesterday  after  heavy 
falls  on  Christmas  Eve  and 
Boxing  Day. 

Snow  showers  are  expected 
today  in  Essex  and  Kent  with 


suit-zero  temperatures  persist¬ 
ing  through  much  of  the 
country  until  the  weekend. 

Last  night  Opposition  MPs 
called  for  the  cold  weather 
payment  system  to  be  re¬ 
viewed  ro  take  into  account  the 
exceptionally  low  tempera¬ 
tures  in  Scotland  and  the 
North  of  England.  Charities 
complained  that  many  on 
income  support  would  not  be 
entitled  to  any  cash. 

George  Foulkes,  Labour 
M  P  for  Carrick.  Cumnock  and 
Doon  Valley,  called  for  a 
“double  premium”  when  the 
temperature  fell  to  -IOC  (14F) 
for  24  hours  or  longer.  The 
chairman  of  the  all-party  pen¬ 
sioners-  group  said:  “The  wea¬ 
ther  is  so  severe  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  consider¬ 
ation  about  a  double  premium 
for  when  it  gets  below  -IOC 
degrees." 

David  Winnick.  MP  for 
WaJsaJf  North,  also  criticised 
the  scheme,  adding:  "The 
Prime  Minister  should  inter¬ 
vene  to  authorise  payments  in 
ail  areas  of  the  country'.  The 
weather  is  sufficiently  harsh 
and.  therefore,  these  pay¬ 
ments  are  certainly  justified, 
modest  as  they  are." 

John  Crowe,  of  the  National 
Right  to  Fuel  Campaign,  said 
the  number  of  poor  house¬ 
holds  without  help  would 
outnumber  those  eligible  for 
payments.  “Any  family  receiv¬ 
ing  income  support  with  a 
child  over  five  for  example, 
will  get  nothing." 

The  Department  of  Social 
Security  said  last  night  that 
cold  weather  payments  had  so 
far  been  triggered  in  virtually 
al  Scotland,  Tyneside.  Tees- 
side,  Carlisle.  Manchester. 
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Shetland  coastguard  rescuers  taking  a  suspected  hypothermia  victim  to  hospital  at  Lerwick.  There  have  been  12  such  flights  in  the  past  two  days 


Birmingham.  North  York¬ 
shire.  West  Yorkshire.  West 
Midlands  and  Wiltshire. 

Meanwhile,  two  children 
died  in  Co  Durham  after  a 
lorry  smashed  into  a  station¬ 
ary  car  on  the  busy'  snowfall- 
hit  AI9  near  Easington.  The 
15-year-old  boy  and  his  four- 
year-old  sister  from  Tyneside 
were  in  the  back  seat. 

In  Northern  Ireland,  one 
man  died  and  another  was 
injured  in  a  car  crash  early 
yesterday  as  temperatures 
plunged  to  a  December  record 
low  of  -I3C  (9F)-  The  accident 


happened  when  the  men’s 
Peugeot  205  left  the  Sally- 
gawley  Road  at  Dungannon. 
Co  Tyrone.  The  hurt  man 
suffered  head  and  leg  injuries. 

Forecasters  said  yesterday 
that  Scotland  was  enduring 
one  of  its  coldest  winters  in 
memory.  Shetland,  theisland 
group  80  kilometers  north  of 
Orkney  with  a  population  of 
22300.  was  in  the  teeth  of  the 
storm. 

The  Islands  Council,  which 
declared  a  state  of  emergency 
on  Boxing  Day.  met  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  police  and  coast¬ 


guard  yesterday  to  work  our  a 
strategy'  for  coping.  The  chief 
executive.  Malcolm  Green, 
said  there  was  no  need  to  call 
on  outside  assistance. 

Shetland  islanders,  known 
for  their  strong  community 
spirit,  were  visiting  elderly 
and  vulnerable  neighbours  to 
ensure  that  they  were  safe. 

Neville  Davis,  of  the  Shet¬ 
land  coastguard,  said  it  was 
working  as  a  secondary  emer¬ 
gency  service.  “We  are  mainly 
involved  with  airlifting  people 
to  hospital.  Weve  had  about 
12  evacuations  over  the  last 


couple  of  days.  We  rook  a 
couple  of  elderly  people  suffer¬ 
ing  from  suspected  hypother¬ 
mia  to  hospital  today  and 
we've  airlifted  people  with 
heart  problems  and  breathing 
difficulties. 

“We  also  airlifted  a  mother 
who  was  stranded  with  a 
three-day-old  baby  in  Sum- 
burgh  back  to  Lerwick  so  that 
she  could  get  supplies." 

Mr  Davis  said  the  rescue 
centre  in  Lerwick  had  had 
electricity  supplies  through¬ 
out,  as  had  the  local  hospital, 
but  the  whole  of  the  island  had 


been  affected  by  rite  snow'. 
“I've  certainly  never  seen  any¬ 
thing  like  this  on  Shetland 
before.  Walking  to  the  helicop¬ 
ter  landing  pad.  the  snow  was 
knee  deep.  There  has  been  a 
huge  effort  to  eet  the  roads 
open.”  he  said. 

The  Lerwick  lifeboat  was 
delivering  coal,  milk  and  bot¬ 
tled  gas  on  a  140-mile  round 
trip  to  the  most  remote  com¬ 
munities.  The  lifeboat  Snolua 
will  also  take  food  to  three 
families  in  Brindister  who 
have  run  out.  The  first 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  3 
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Forte  in  fast 
food  sale 

Forte  confirmed  the  sale  of  the 
Little  Chef.  Happy  Eater  and 
Welcome  Break  roadside 
businesses  to  Whitbread  for 
£1.05  billion  as  pan  of  its 
defence  against  the  £3  billion 
bid  from  Granada.  The  dis¬ 
posal  leaves  Forte  as  a  pure 
hotels  group. 

The  deal  raised  City  hopes 
that  Forte  would  return  some 
of  the  proceeds  to  sharehold¬ 
ers  through  a  special  divi¬ 
dend.  The  deadline  for  its 
defence  against  Granada,  an 
ideal  opportunity  to  an¬ 
nounce  a  special  dividend,  is 
next  Tuesday . -Pages  21.  25 

Public  sector 
pay  clash  looms 

John  Major  faces  confronta¬ 
tion  over  pay  with  doctors, 
nurses  and  teachers,  who  are 
seeking  increases  of  up  to  8 
per  cent  Their  review  bodies 
are  expected  to  recommend 
rises  above  the  inflation 
rale _ Page  2 


Christmas  presents  reach 
hostages  held  in  Kashmir 


From  Christopher  Thomas  in  Delhi 


TWO  British  hostages  held  in 
Kashmir  since  July  have  re¬ 
ceived  taped  Christmas  greet¬ 
ings,  woolly  socks  and  winter 
clothing  from  loved  ones 
through  intermediaries  in  In¬ 
dia.  The  captives  are  guarded 
by  20  separatist  gunmen  at 
10,000  ft  in  the  Himalayan 
foothills,  their  lives  in  the 
balance. 

The  British  High  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Delhi,  which  has  made 
extraordinary  efforts  to  save 
the  men,  is  seeking  face-to-face 
talks  with  representatives  of 
Al  Fa  ran,  the  kidnap  group. 
Attempts  were  being  made 
before  the  holiday  to  arrange  a 
meeting  in  Delhi  with  Hilary 
Synnott.  the  Minister  at  the 
High  Commission,  in  the  hope 
of  persuading  the  rebels  to 


release  the  men  in  a  humani¬ 
tarian  Christinas  gesture. 

There  were  direct  Telephone 
contacts  between  Sir  Nicholas 
Fenn,  the  High  Commission¬ 
er,  and  representatives  of  Ai- 
Faran  earlier  this  month  in 
which  it  was  made  dear  that 
the  British  Government  would 
not  pay  money  io  the  rebels. 
The  strategy  of  diplomats  in 
recent  weeks  has  been  to  try  to 
persuade  the  group  to  let  the 
men  go  over  Christmas,  which 
would  be  interpreted  around 
the  world  as  a  magnanimous 
gesture. 

British  diplomats  who  have 
spent  months  in  Srinagar, 
capital  of  the  Kashmir  Valley, 
made  contact  with  various 
militant  organisations  before 
establishing  direct  commun¬ 


ications  with  Al  Faran.  Mig¬ 
rants  have  confirmed  that  the 
presents  reached  the  two  Brit¬ 
ons.  Keith  Mangan  and  Paul 
Wells.  The  group  is  also 
holding  an  American,  Donald 
Hutchings,  and  a  German. 
Dirk  Hasert 

Indian  troops  know  almost 
precisely  where  the  captives 
are  held.  “They  are  not  mov¬ 
ing  around  very  much 
because  of  the  severe  cold,"  a 
senior  government  source 
said.  “It  is  snowing  heavily." 

At  the  request  of  Britain, 
America  and  Germany,  the 
Indian  Government  has 
ordered  troops  not  to  attempt 
to  rescue  the  men  in  a  com¬ 
mando  operation,  since  the 
captives  would  almost  certain- 

Contmoed  on  page  2,  col  5 


Father  pleads  for  help 
in  hunt  for  Celine 


By  Joanna  Rale 


THE  father  of  the  missing 
French  student  Celine  Figard 
made  a  public  appeal  yester¬ 
day  for  help  in  tracing  her. 

Speaking  through  a  relative 
acting  as  an  interpreter.  Ber¬ 
nard  Figard  asked  British 
lorry  drivers  to  come  forward 
with  dues  to  the  identity  of  the 
man  who  gave  his  daughter  a 
lift  on  Tuesday  last  week.  The 
last  time  she  was  seen,  she 
was  talking  to  the  driver  of  a 
Mercedes  lorry. 

M  Figard.  a  44-year-old 
fanner,  said:  “Please  keep 
helping  us,  we  need  to  find 
Celine.  Lorry  drivers,  if  you 
have  any  information  regard¬ 
ing  the  Mercedes  lorry,  please 
keep  helping  the  police." 

He  also  appealed  directly  to 
his  daughter,  saying:  "Celine, 
if  you  can  hear  us.  if  you  can 
see  us,  please  show  yourself. 


All  your  family  and  friends 
are  waiting  for  you." 

Haulage  experts  said  yester¬ 
day  that  it  was  likely  the  lorry, 
which  bore  no  company  name 
or  logo,  was  one  of  thousands 
of  rented  vehicles  and  would 
be  difficult  to  trace.  It  was 
described  as  a  white,  two-axle 
1733  Mercedes  Benz  tractor 
unit,  about  three  years  old, 
pulling  a  light  grey  trailer 
with  a  3S  to  40-ton  Thermo 
King  refrigeration  unit. 

Detective  Constable  Steve 
White  of  Hampshire  Police, 
said:  “There  are  about  1.300  of 
these  particular  Mercedes 
trucks  on  the  road  and  the 
only  unusual  thing  about  this 
one  was  that  it  was  not  sign- 
written,  which  might  suggest 
it  was  rented." 


Lorry  holds  key.  page  3 
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Princess:  island-bound 


By  Joanna  Bale 

THE  Princess  of  Wales  left  snow-bound 
Britain  for  the  sunny  Caribbean  yester¬ 
day.  as  her  two  sons  continued  to  enjciy  a 
traditional  royal  Christmas  with  their 
father  at  Sandringham. 

The  Princess,  who  boarded  a  plane  at 
Heathrow,  was  thought  to  be  heading  far 
the  island  of  Nevis,  which  she  visited 
three  years  ago  with  her  sons  within 
weeks  of  the  announcement  of  her  official 
separation  from  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Her  British  West  Indian  Airways  flight 
was  destined  for  Antigua  in  the  Leeward 
Islands,  from  where  she  was  expected  to 


take  a  20minute  flight  on  to  Nevis. 
Princes  William  and  Hany.  13  and  1 1,  are 
still  at  Sandringham  with  their  father, 
although  they  could  join  her  later  as  they 
are  not  due  back  at  school  until  January 
10. 

On  her  last  trip  to  Nevis  in  1993,  the 
Princess  stayed  at  the  Montpelier  Planta¬ 
tion  Inn  in  the  south  of  the  island.  A 
spokeswoman  said:  “If  the  Princess  was 
slaying  here  we  certainly  would  not  be 
confirming  die  fact.” 

The  Princess  is  reported  to  have  had  a 
cold  Christmas  lunch,  left  for  her  by  staff 
who  had  been  given  the  holiday  off, 
followed  by  a  trip  to  her  psychotherapist 


on  Boxing  Day.  She  spent  more  than  an 
hour  visiting  Susie  Orbach.  who  coun¬ 
selled  her  over  her  bulimia  several  years 
ago.  The  Princess  was  pictured  smiling  as 
she  left  the  feminist  writer’s  clinic  at  her 
home  in  northwest  London.  She  was  also 
reported  to  have  visited  the  clinic  on 
Christmas  Eve  after  seeing  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Prince  Harry  off  to 
Sandringham. 

While  Nevis  was  thought  to  be  the  most 
likely  destination  for  the  Princess,  Anti¬ 
gua  is  at  the  centre  of  a  Jong  chain  of 
islands,  many  of  them  providing  the 
seclusion  she  is  no  doubt  seeking,  and 
some  of  which  she  has  visited  before. 
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BY  A  Staff  Reporter 


By  Jiul  Sherman,  political  correspondent 


JOHN  MAJOR  is  facing  a 
damaging  confrontation  with 
teachers,  doctors  and  nurses 
over  demands  for  significant 
pay  rises  next  year. 

Teachers*  leaders  will  today 
call  for  rises  of  at  least  4  per 
cent  while  the  Royal  College  of 
Nursing  has  asked  for  an 
extra  8  per  cent.  The  British 
Medical  Association  lias  just 
submitted  a  claim  of  between  5 
to  8  per  cent 

The  five  independent  pay 
review  bodies,  which  cover  1.4 
million  public  sector  workers, 
are  expected  to  recommend 
increases  averaging  above  the 
3.1  per  cent  rate  of  inflation, 
but  this  is  not  expected  to  go 
far  enough  for  most  groups 
involved.  The  bodies  will 
make  their  recommendations 
to  the  Prime  Minister  next 
month  and  a  derision  will  be 
taken  by  the  Cabinet  within  a 
few  weeks. 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor.  will  fight  any  attempts 
to  award  nigh  pay  rises, 
arguing  that  this  would  push 
up  inflation  and  jeopardise  tax 
cuts  in  the  next  Budget  He 
has  already  made  clear  that 
the  Treasury  will  not  provide 
any  extra  money  and  that  all 
public-sector  pay  rises  will 
liave  to  be  offset  by  gains  in 
efficiency  and  productivity. 

Today  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Head  Teachers  says 


Tory  MPs  in 
mortal  danger 


The  Conservatives’  parlia¬ 
mentary  majority  could  be 
wiped  oat  by  next  summer, 
according  to  mortality  data 
published  yesterday.  Lane 
Clark  and  Peacock,  consult¬ 
ing  actuaries,  say  four  Tory 
MPS  are  likely  to  die  before 
next  Christmas.  The  Govern¬ 
ment's  majority  is  expected  to 
fall  to  three  after  two  by- 
elections  now  pending.  The 
death  of  only  two  Tory  MPs 
could,  therefore,  transform 
the  Government  into  a 
minority  administration. 


that  schools  will  find  it  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  to  recruit 
and  retain  good  teachers  un¬ 
less  they  are  given  a  substan¬ 
tial  rise.  The  move  is  expected 
to  inflame  rows  over  funding 
shortages  just  as  ministers 
hoped  they  had  died  down. 

David  Hart,  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  general  secretary,  says 
that,  as  the  economy  recovers, 
good  graduates  will  be  tempt¬ 
ed  increasingly  into  better 
jobs.  In  a  letter  sent  to  the 
School  Teachers*  Review  Body 
today,  Mr  Hart  says  that  a 
poor  pay  rise  would  increase 
the  risk  of  another  teaching 
shortage.  Experts  have  al¬ 
ready  estimated  that  there 
could  be  a  shortfall  of  30.000 
by  the  end  of  the  decade. 

“The  Government  must  ac¬ 
cept  that  there  is  a  looming 
crisis  in  teacher  recruitment 
which  must  be  averted  at  all 
costs."  Mr  Hart  says.  "This 
cart  only  be  averted  if  the 
5TRB  awards  teachers  a  pay 
settlement  for  1996  which  en¬ 
ables  schools  to  recruit  and 
retain.  That  means  it  must  at 
least  be  competitive  with  the 
rise  in  average  earnings." 

Teachers,  nurses  and  doc¬ 
tors  have  all  suffered  from  Mr 
Clarke’s  public-sector  pay 
freeze  over  the  past  two  years. 
The  Royal  College  of  Nursing, 
which  represents  nearly 
500,000  nurses,  is  now  de¬ 
manding  a  significant  award 
to  catch  up.  It  is  also  arguing 
against  any  local  pay  bargain¬ 
ing  next  year  despite  the 
Government’s  desire  to  extend 
this.  Any  clash  with  ministers 
could  test  the  college’s  new 
rule,  which  allows  its  mem¬ 
bers  to  take  strike  action. 

This  year  the  Government 
gave  nurses  a  I  per  cent  pay 
rise  and  allowed  NHS  trusts 
to  add  up  to  another  2  per  cent. 
After  a  successful  campaign 
by  the  college.  97  per  cent  of 
trusts  eventually  agreed  to 
award  their  nurses  the  full  3 
per  cent.  "This  year  demon¬ 
strates  that  local  pay  bargain¬ 
ing  is  a  farce."  said  a  nurses' 
spokesman.  “It  took  nine 
months  for  health  trusts  to 
agree  to  the  3  per  cent." 


A  lifeline  in  the  big  freeze:  the  Aith  lifeboat  arrives  at  Lerwick  to  ferry  supplies  to  the  west  side  of  Shetland 

Man  dies  after  45  minutes  under  ice 


By  Leyia  Linton 


A  MAN  who  fell  through  ice 
as  he  tried  to  rescue  his  dog 
from  a  lake  died  last  night 
after  spending  more  than  45 
minutes  under  the  surface. 

Rescuers  repeatedly  risked 
iheir  lives  in  attempts  to  reach 
Robert  Giles.  2S.  When  they 
finally  pulled  him  from  the 
water,  his  body  temperature 
had  dropped  to  18C  and  he 
was  not  breathing.  However, 
the  body's  organs  can  last 
longer  without  oxygen  in  cold 
temperatures.  He  survived  for 
three  hours  after  resuscitation. 

Mr  Giles's  dog.  a  white 
highland  terrier,  managed  to 
clamber  to  safety  by  itself  from 


Anton's  Lake  near  Andover. 
Hampshire. 

One  of  the  rescuers.  Paul 
Parry,  a  fireman,  plunged  into 
the  water  three  times.  He  said: 
“The  first  time,  1  had  a  line 
tied  to  me.  but  the  water  was 
so  cold  1  could  not  break  the 
ice  and  maintain  my  footing.  J 
went  back  after  someone  tad 


got  a  surfboard,  and  l  paddled 
out  to  where  he  had  fallen. 


out  to  where  he  had  fallen, 
about  30ft  from  shore. 

"1  still  could  not  see  the 
bottom  of  the  lake  so  I  came 
back  and  got  a  hook  to  try  to 
find  him.  It  kept  getting  stuck 
in  the  weeds  and  mud." 

Detective  Constable  Tony 
Hewitt,  a  diving  enthusiast, 
heard  about  the  emergency  an 


his  radio  and  went  home  to 
fetch  equipment  Inspector 
David  Waller,  of  Andover 
police,  said:  “He  got  some 
ropes  and  his  diving  suit  and 
began  smashing  the  ice.  He 
waded  into  the  water,  break¬ 
ing  the  ice  as  he  went,  but 
could  not  submerge  himself 
because  he  did  not  have  the 
right  gear.  By  this  time,  a 
coastguard  helicopter  had 
arrived  and  Tony  traded  back 
to  the  shore. 

“He  roped  up  with  a  coast¬ 
guard  frogman  and  they  wad¬ 
ed  back  into  the  water.  The 
coastguard,  who  was  also  not 
equipped  to  dive  underneath, 
thought  he  saw  a  person  on 
the  bottom.  They  took  it  in 


turns  to  duck  under,  and  Tony 
found  the  man  in  about  three 
metres  of  water.  He  was  on  the 
bottom  of  the  lake.  However, 
they  could  not  pull  him  up." 

The  two  men  went  back  to 
the  bank  and  the  coastguard 
took  some  of  DC  Hewitt’s 
weights.  He  swam  back  out 
and  dived  under  and  finally 
pulled  Mr  Giles  to  the  surface. 
People  on  the  bank  pulled 
them  in  on  their  ropes. 

Mr  Giles  was  flown  to  the 
Royal  Hampshire  County 
Hospital,  Winchester,  where 
Dr  Martin  Nancekevil  said: 
“The  cold  would  have  stopped 
the  heart  and  other  organs. 
Their  oxygen  requirement  is 
then  drastically  reduced." 


A  BOY  froze  to  death  while 
trying  to  walk  home  after  a 
car  accident 

John  Colquhoun,  lb,  col¬ 
lapsed  in  sub-zero  tempera¬ 
tures  only  about  a  mile  from 
the  scene  of  the  accident  early 
on  Christmas  Day. 

The  teenager  had  tried  to 
walk  the  three  miles  to  his 
house  after  his  friend's  ear 
skidded  off  the  road  and 
became  stuck  in  snow  near  the 
village  of  Maudtline.  Strath¬ 
clyde.  His  family  had  to 
identify  John’s  body  on  Christ- 

mas  Day.  . 

The  apprentice  slater  had 
been  at  a  party  and  was 
returning  home  when  the  car 
left  the  icy  road.  He  and  his 
friend  decided  to  make  for 
their  homes,  in  opposite  direc¬ 
tions.  on  foot  Strathclyde 
Pblice  said  that  John,  of 
Drongan.  was  discovered  lat¬ 
er  in  a  frozen  state.  He  was 
dead  on  arrival  at  Ayr 
Hospital 

His  sister  Mandy  said:  “He 
was  wearing  just  a  thin  jacket 
and  it  had  started  showing 
hard  when  he  was  trying  to 
walk.  It  was  extremely  cold 
that  night. 

“As  far  as  we  know,  he  tried 
to  find  shelter,  fell  asleep  and 
just  died  in  the  snow,  ft  is  just 
terrible.  We  knew  something 
was  wrong  when  he  didn't 
show  up  in  the  morning  and 
then  heard  on  the  radio  that  a 
body  tad  been  found. 

“We  had  to  go  to  the  hospital 
and  identify  hini.  It  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  happen  at  any 
time,  but  to  happen  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  is  just  tragic" 


Millions  to  get  cold  weather  cash 


Continued  from  page  1 
supplies  to  reach  Shetland 
from  the  mainland  since 
Christmas  Eve  are  due  into 
Lerwick  today  on  the  P&O 
ferry  St  Clair. 

The  privatised  electricity 
company  Scottish  Hydro-Elec¬ 
tric  expected  all  but  a  handful 
of  homes  to  be  reconnected 
today  bur  admitted  that  some 
families  would  wake  up  this 
morning  to  a  fifth  day  without 
power. 

Shetland,  where  it  was  -SC 
(23F)  overnight,  was  one  of  Ihe 
mildest  places  in  Scotland 
yesterday.  In  Glasgow,  the 
temperature  fell  to  -18.7C  (1F1 


in  the  early  hours,  making  it 
the  coldest  night  there  on 
record.  Tulloch  Bridge  in  the 
southwest  Highlands  was  the 
coldest  place  in  Scotland  yes¬ 
terday  at  -20C  (-3F)  —  several 
degrees  below  Moscow  or 
Oslo  and  on  a  par  with 
Helsinki  and  Stockholm.  Six 
months  ago,  the  remote  moor 
near  Fort  William,  which  has 
an  automatic  weather  station, 
was  the  hottest  place  in  Britain 
for  several  days  with  tempera¬ 
tures  of  30C  (S6F], 

Rail  services  in  Scotland 
were  said  to  be  in  a  state  of 
“near  anarchy".  Hundreds  of 
trains  were  cancelled  when 


wheels  stuck  to  frozen  trades 
as  temperatures  fell  to  -21C  |- 
4Fy  hi  the  worst  incident, 
more  than  a  hundred  passen¬ 
gers  were  trapped  in  a  tunnel 
under  Glasgow  city  centre  for 
eight  hours  when  the  train 
they  were  in  broke  down. 

Although  all  main  roads  on 
the  British  mainland  were 
open  by  lunchtime  yesterday, 
all  routes  in  Shetland  re¬ 
mained  blocked  and  hundreds 
of  high-level  minor  roads  in 
the  H  ighlands  of  Scotland  and 
the  moors  of  northern  Eng¬ 
land  stayed  impassable. 

Only  in  Nottingham  was 
there  a  thaw  —  at  the  dty  ice- 
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Scarborough  yesterday:  less  warm  than  this  welcome 


rink.  Despite  sub-zero  tem-  when  the  rink  turned  to  water, 
pera lures  outside,  the  David  - 


Essex  ballet  “Beauty  and  The 
Beast"  featuring  the  Russian 
AH  Stars  had  to  be  abandoned 
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Christmas  cheer  but  no 
freedom  for  hostages 
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ly  be  killed.  Tim  Devlin. 
Labour  MP  for  Stockton 
South,  said  yesterday  that 
gifts  had  been  sent  to  the 
hostages.  He  added  that  AJ 
Faran  had  asked  officials  at 
the  British  High  Commission 
to  arrange  payment  of  com¬ 
pensation  for  expenses  in¬ 
curred  by  holding  the  men. 

“With  the  mention  of  the 
word  compensation  1  think 
they  are  looking  for  some 
reasonable  way  out.  I  think 
they  are  looking  for  some  sort 
of  face-saving  mechanism  to 
withdraw  from  the  situation." 
Mr  Devlin  said. 

He  said  India  was  not  going 
to  release  prisoners  and  Brit¬ 
ain  would  not  give  any  money 
to  the  kidnappers.  “They  have 
made  their  [»int.  We  under¬ 
stand  the  desire  of  the  mili- 
tanrs  in  Kashmir.  They  have 
had  some  world  attention.  If  1 
were  them  I  would  leave  it  at 
that."  Mr  Mangan.  an  electri¬ 
cian.  lives  in  Mr  Devlin’s 


constituency.  It  is  not  the  first 
rime  compensation  has  been 
mentioned:  earlier  in  the  crisis 
Al  Faran  broke  off  contacts 
with  fndian  intermediaries 
after  local  newspapers  pub¬ 
lished  reports  saying  the 
rebels  were  seeking  ransom. 

Al  Faran  said  the  stories 
were  planted  by  the  Indian 
Government  to  make  the 
group  look  like  “common 
criminals".  The  last  direct 
contact  with  Indian  officials 
via  radio  was  on  November 
26.  when  the  kidnappers  de¬ 
manded  the  release  of  three 
top  militants,  whom  they 
named. 

Al  Far an  has  been  told  that 
India  will  not  release  prison¬ 
ers  in  exchange  for  the  hos¬ 
tages.  The  captives’  partners, 
in  appealing  for  the  men's 
release,  have  emphasised  in 
public  statements  that  there  is 
no  possibility  of  the  demand 
being  met.  Al  Faran  has 
claimed  in  statements  at  vari¬ 
ous  times  during  the  crisis 


Man 

with  t 


and  Wells,  third  and  fourth  from  left, 

;  other  hostages  when  they  were  seized 


that  one  or  more  of  the  men 
was  ill  or  injured,  .and  it  is 
known  that  the  group  has 
sought  medicines  from  local 
pharmacies.  There  is  no  firm 
evidence,  however,  that  any  of 
the  men  is  seriously  unwell. 

All  the  hostages  were  trek¬ 
king  with  their  partners  when 
they  were  seized.  The  women 
were  released  immediately. 
They  waited  out  the  crisis  for 
months  in  Srinagar  and  at  the 
British  High  Commission 
compound  in  Delhi  before 
returning  home. 

Al  Faran  appears  to  have 
been  created  specifically  for 
the  seizure  of  Foreign  hostages 
in  an  attempt  to  get  key 
militants  out  of  Indian  jails.  It 
ts  believed  to  be  linked  with 
Harkat-ul  Ansar,  a  militant 
organisation  based  in  Paki¬ 
stan.  One  theory  is  rhat  it  is  a 
renegade  group  operating  in¬ 
dependently  of  Hartal's  lead¬ 
ership.  Islamic  groups  around 
the  world  have  appealed  for  Al 
Faran  in  let  the  men  go 
because  it  is  su living  the 
reputation  of  the  separatist 
cause  in  Kashmir. 

Even  among  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalist  groups  in  Pakistan 
there  is  a  sense  that  the  group 
realises  its  demands  will  not 
be  mer  and  that  it  is  looking 
for  a  face-saving  way  out.  , 
Abdul  Hamid  Turkey,  self-  I 
styled  commander-in-chief  nf 
Al  Faran.  was  killed  in  an 
exchange  of  fire  with  Indian 
forces  on  December  4  in  a 
village  near  Anamnac  in  the 
Kashmir  Valley,  close  to 
where  the  hosrages  are  being 
held  in  the  Pahalgam  area. 


Lawyers 
vote  on 

complaint 

scheme 


Ballot  papers  have  been  sent 
to  12300  members  of  (be  Bar 
on  whether  it  should  intro¬ 
duce  a  complaints  system..  A 
ballot  of  the  whole  member: 
ship  was  decided  before 
Christmas  by  a  meeting 
which  rejected  a  modified 
scheme  proposed  fry  Bar 
leaders. 

Peter  Goldsmith.  QC.  the 
outgoing  Bar  chairman,  says 
in  a  letter  with  ballot  papers 
that  the  scheme  is  now  mod¬ 
est  and  contains  “strong  safe¬ 
guards  to  protect  hamsters 
against  frivolous  and  un¬ 
founded  complaints”.  Reject-, 
ing  it  would  send  “all  the 
wrong  messages  about  the 
attitude  of  me  Bar  to  our 
clients"  and  would  exposethe 
Bar  to  the  imposition  of  a  “for 
more  draconian"  and  exter¬ 
nally  operated  scheme. 

Watchdog  in  dock,  page  6 


NHS  drugs 
‘privatised’ 


The  Government  was  accused 
yesterday  of  stealthily  privati¬ 
sing  NHS  medicines.  A 
health  management  expert 
said  that  continually  putting 
up  prescription  charges, 
blacklisting  certain  drugs  and 
removing  others  from  the 
prescription  register  added  up 
to  privatisation. 

Alan  Eari-S later,  a  Re¬ 
search  FeUow  at  the 
Health  Services  Management 
Centre.  Birmingham  Univer¬ 
sity,  claimed  in  a  public 
finance  journal  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  following  the 
policy  “without  either  admit¬ 
ting  it  or  having  the  mandate 
to  do  it". 


Beef  sales 
‘down  25%’ 


Almost  1*2  million  house¬ 
holds  which  bought  beef  in 
the  run-up  to  Christmas  last 
year  decided  not  to  this  year, 
according  to  research  by  the 
marketing  firm  Nielsen. 
There  was  a  steady  decline  in 
beef  buying  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  last  month  and  by  the 
week  ending  December  16 
sales  were  down  more  than  25 
per  cent  compared  to  the 
same  time  in  1994. 

Sales  of  beefburgers  in  the 
first  two  weeks  of  December 
were  down  25  per  cent,  then 
continued  to  fall  to  more  than 
40  per  cent  in  the  week  ending 
December  16,  compared  to 
last  year. 


Banks  urges 
peer’s  sacking 


The  Labour  MP  Tony  Banks 
called  on  Tony  Blair  to  rack 
Baroness  Mallalieu.  the  par-, 
ty's  home  and  legal  affairs 
spokeswoman,  because  of  her 
support  for  hunting.  Mr 
Banks  demanded  her  remov¬ 
al  after  she  said  that  Labour 
peers  could  scupper  any  Bill 
to  ban  fox-hunting. 

Lady  Mallalieu,  who  rides 
with  Ihe  Bicester  Hunt  said 
that  entrenched  opposition  by 
peers  would  effectively  pre¬ 
vent  such  a  Bill  becoming 
law.  Mr  Banks  said  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  hunting  was  agreed 
Labour  Party  policy  and  it 
was  “unacceptable"  that  Lady 
Mallalieu  should  defy  it 


Major  aide 
turns  to  gas 


An  adviser  to  John  Major  is  to 
leave  Downing  Street  in  the 
new  year  to  work  for  British 
Gas.  Rodcric  Lyne.  43,  a 
former  diplomat,  will  he  sec¬ 
onded  to  the  company’s  over¬ 
seas  business  team. 

Mr  Lyne  helped  to  negoti¬ 
ate  the  IRA’s  ceasefire  46 
months  ago.  British  Gas  said: 
“He  will  remain  a  Foreign 
Office  employee  and  will  be 
returning  to  ihe  diplomatic., 
service  when  his  secondment . 
finishes.”  Whitehall  sources 
said  there  was  nothing  signifi¬ 
cant  about  Mr  Lyne’s  depar¬ 
ture:  a  normal  stint  for  a  - 
private  secretary  was  two  to  ■ 
four  years.  ’  ■ 


D/SCOUNTS  ON  ALL  SUMMER  HOLIDAYS' 


CPS  apologises  to  court  for  day  off 
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THE  Crown  Prosecution  Service  began 
an  inquiry  yesterday  into  why  it  had  not 
senl  anyone  to  a  Boxing  Day  magis¬ 
trates’  court  sitting,  leaving  31  defen¬ 
dants  to  wzdk  free  (Joanna  Bale  writes). 

Gordon  Etherington.  the  Chief 
Crown  Prosecutor,  began  the  investiga¬ 
tion  after  sending  a  senior  official  to 
apologise  to  the  court  Andrew  Hadik. 
branch  prosecutor  for  Camberwell, 
south  London,  went  to  Old  Street  Ma¬ 
gistrates'  Court  and  issued  a  statement 
saying:  "Once  (die  Chief  Crown  Prose¬ 
cutor}  has  all  the  farts,  he  will  be 
making  reports  and  taking  what  action 
is  necessary."  The  hearing  was  one  of  a 


handful  held  around  the  country  on 
Boxing  Day  to  deal  with  people 
arrested  over  Christmas. 

The  31  defendants,  faring  charges 
ranging  from  supplying  drugs  to  burg¬ 
lary,  were  freed  when  Michael 
Johnstone,  a  stipendiary  magistrate, 
discharged  them  because  nobody  from 
Ihe  CPS  turned  up  to  prosecute  them.  A 
spokesman  for  the  service  said  that  13 
defendants  would  be  rearrested;  a  deci¬ 
sion  had  yet  to  be  made  on  the  others. 

Liz  Justice,  a  CPS  spokeswoman, 
raid:  'The  court  was  not  on  our  rota 
system  so  wc  did  not  send  anyone.  The 
irony  is  that  we  did  have  a  spare 


advocate  on  stand-by,  but  no  one 
managed  to  contort  u& 

“We  are  taking  this  very  seriously 
because  we  don’t  want  people  walking 
the  streets  when  they  should  have  been 
locked  up.  We  are  still  trying  to  trace 
one  member  of  staff  to  see  whether  she 
was  notified,  but  we  will  not  be  able  to 
build  up  a  complete  picture  until  people 
return  from  the  Christinas  break." 

She  added  last  night  "We  have  no 
record  of  being  officially  notified  at  our 
head  office  that  there  was  a  court  sitting 
at  Old  Street  on  Boxing  Day.  The  clerk 
had  pul  a  notice  up  in  thr  CPS  room  at 
the  court,  but  that  was  overlooked." 
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Haulage  experts  believe  unmarked  vehicle  was  rented  and  will  prove  difficult  to  trace 


Lorry  holds  key  to 
French  student’s 
disappearance 

By  Joanna  Bale 


THE  lorry  in  which  the  miss¬ 
ing  French  student  Celine 
figard  was  last  seen  is  likely  to 
prove  difficult  to  rraoc,  haul¬ 
age  experts  said  yesterday.  As 
police  issued  posters  showing 
the  Mercedes  Benz  lorry,  it 
emerged  that  it  was  probably 
one  of  thousands  owned  or 
rented  by  small  freelance 
operators. 

The  lorry  had  no  company 
name  or  logo  on  it.  Ian 
Norwell,  of  Mercedes  Benz, 
said:  “If  the  truck  and  trailer 
were  part  of  a  big  company, 
they  would  have  had  a  name 
on  the  side.  This  was  almost 
certainly  a  rented  trailer 
because  it  was  plain.  He  was 
also  driving  a  plain  white 
Mercedes  tractor  unit  truck, 
which  is  the  most  cummon 
colour  ordered  by  big  com¬ 
panies  because  they  are  easier 
to  sell  second-hand  to  smaller 
companies  and  owner-drivers. 

"He  hasn’t  ban  traced  yet, 
which  suggests  he  might  be  an 
owner-driver,  but  they  do  tend 
to  personalise  their  own 
trucks,  whereas  this  one  was 
plain,  so  was  most  likely 
rented." 

Mercedes  Benz  sells  about 
2,000  tractor  units  every  year 
at  an  average  cost  of  £70.000 
each,  and  many  are  sold  on  to 
second  or  third  owners.  The 
1733  model  is  between  three 
and  six  years  old. 

John  Gurreridge.  of  the 
Freight  Transport  Associ¬ 
ation.  also  said  yesterday  that 
the  driver  was  probably  rent¬ 
ing  and  would  therefore  be 
difficult  to  trace.  “If  he  worked 
for  a  large  company,  he  would 
have  been  traced  by  now. 
Given  the  time  of  year,  with 
the  pressure  for  pre-Christ¬ 
mas  deliveries,  he  might  have 
been  making  a  trip  he  would 
not  normally  make. 

“The  best  bet  in  tracing  ml] 


come  from  other  truck  drivers 
who  tend  to  know  each  other. 
The  description  of  the  lorry  is 
quite  specific,  but  a  lot  of 
people  who  hold  truck  driving 
licences  appear  and  disappear 
from  the  scene.  They  don't 
necessarily  drive  full-time,  so 
this  man  may  have  gone  to 
ground,  even  abroad." 

David  Lowe,  sales  director 
of  Thermo  King  Northern, 
said  that  Thermo  King  trailers 
were  very  common.  "About 
half  of  all  refrigerated  trailers 
on  the  road  are  Thermo  King. 
There  are  thousands  of  them. 


The  Mercedes  1733:  one 
of  1300  on  the  road 


This  one  probably  belongs  to 
a  rental  company  because  it 
did  not  have  a  name  on  the 
side,  but  all  sorts  of  people 
rent  trailers,  especially  at 
Christmas,  including  large 
companies.” 

One  employee  at  TIP,  a 
trailer  rental  firm,  said:  “A 
new  Thermo-King  trailer  costs 
about  £40.000,  but  you  can 
rent  one  for  £300  a  week.  They 
are  very  common,  and  you  get 
all  sorts  of  people  renting 
them,  from  blue-chip  com¬ 
panies  to  one  man  set-ups." 

Detective  Chief  Superin¬ 
tendent  Des  Thomas,  who  is 
leading  the  hunt  for  Mile 
Figard,  said  die  lorry  driver 
held  the  key  to  the  investiga¬ 


tion  :  “If  he^s  a  bona  fide  chap 
there's  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  come  forward  and 
help  us.~  He  said  the  incident 
room  had  been  inundated 
with  calls  offering  leads,  but 
added;  “1  have  no  doubt  at  all 
we  will  find  this  lorry  driver. 
My  great  concern  is  we  will 
not  find  him  in  time  to  recover 
Celine." 

He  said  police  were  treating 
the  search  as  a  murder  inqui¬ 
ry.  “I  had  the  unfortunate  duty 
of  telling  her  father  1  am 
somewhat  pessimistic  about 
the  outcome  of  this.  We  all 
hope  and  pray  we  will  find 
Celine  alive.  It  will  be  the  best 
thing  that  cnuld  happen,  but 
experience  has  shown  that  is 
not  necessarily  the  case  after 
this  amount  of  time." 

Mile  Figard  was  last  known 
to  have  accepted  a  lift  from  a 
lorry  driver  at  the  Granada 
service  station  on  die  A34  at 
Chieveley.  near  Newbury. 
Berkshire.  It  is  thought  the 
lorry  driver  from  whom  she 
accepted  the  lift  had  told  her 
that  he  would  take  her  as  far 
as  Salisbury.  Wiltshire. 

She  had  intended  to  catch  a 
bus  from  Salisbury  to 
Fordingbridge,  Hampshire,  to 
spend  Christmas  with  her 
cousin.  Jean-Mare  Figard.  24. 
Because  of  problems  ringing 
him  from  the  service  area,  she 
was  going  to  use  the  mobile 
telephone  in  the  driver’s  cab. 
but  her  cousin  received  no  call. 

Hie  owner  of  the  Ashbum 
Hotel  in  Fordingbridge,  where 
Miss  Figard's  cousin  worked, 
described  her  yesterday  as  a 
“charming  girl".  Gary  Rob¬ 
son  said:  “Celine  is  a  polite, 
well-brought  up  and  good- 
mannered  girl.  Everyone  at 
the  hotel  is  terribly  shocked 
and  upset  that  she  has  gone 
missing.  We  are  hoping  for  the 
best" 


Bernard  Figard  praised  the  polios,  top.  shown  searching  a  field  beside  the  A303,  south  of  where  Celine  Figard 
was  last  seen,  for  their  efforts  in  trying  to  trace  his  daughter,  who  bad  been  hitch-hiking  to  visit  her  cousin 


Shoppers  extend  Christmas  break  in  rush  to  sales 


By  Robin  Young 

THE  lure  of.  the  sales  kept 
much  erf  the  nation  away  from 
work  yesterday  as  bargain- 
hunters  went  on  a  shopping 
spree  instead. 

With  more  winter  sales 
opening  on  the  same  day  than 
ever  before,  crowds  headed 
for  out-of-town  shopping 
malls  or  city  centre  stores 
rather  than  to  work. 

Even  with  fewer  commuter 
trains  than  normal,  most  of 
the  carriages  were  half  empty 
in  what  should  have  been  the 
rush  hour.  “We  expected  60 
per  cent  of  normal  weekday 
traffic,"  a  spokesman  for  the 
London-Tilbury-Southend 
line  said,  “but  we  have  proba¬ 
bly  got  less  than  half.  The 
trains  only  got  busier  off- 
peak  as  people  went 
shopping." 

London  Underground  ran  a 


modified  Saturday  service, 
and  found  that  the  busiest 
stations  were  those  closest  to 
die  shops. 

Mike  Lamport,  of  the  West 
Anglia  Great  Northern  Rail¬ 
way,  said:  “The  City  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  working  so  we  are 
running  a  hiD  service,  but  we 
have  had  nothing  like  a  full 
turnout.  Only  about  60  per 
cent  of  the  normal  number 
have  travefied,  and  quite  a  lot 
were  going  shopping.” 

In  die  City  of  London, 
many  of  the  banks  and  stock¬ 
brokers  reported  a  quiet  day, 
with  employees  extending 
their  Christmas  break  into  the 
new  year.  The  FT-SE  100 
index  managed  an  18.1  point 
rise  in  a  day  which  saw  one  of 
the  lowest  trading  volumes  of 
the  year,  with  fewer  than  300 
million  shares  traded.  Many 
of  the  traders  who  did  come 
into  the  office  promptly  went 


out  for  a  long  lunch,  making  a 
better-than-expected  day  for 
City  watering  holes. 

AA  Roadwatch  said  there 
had  been  no  rush-hour  traffic 
jams,  adding:  "The  only  con¬ 
gestion  has  been  concentrated 
around  shopping  centres, 
which  have  been  very,  very 
busy." 

In  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
the  brothers  John  and  David 
Fowler  bad  camped  outside 
Barker  and  Stonehouse  since 
Christmas  Day  to  secure  a 
two-sofa  set  in  peach  leather 
reduced  from  EZ265  to  £95. 

But  sub-zero  temperatures 
and  some  overnight  snow 
limited  early  morning  queues 
outside  the  West  End  stores  in 
London.  People  started  arriv¬ 
ing  at  Selfridges  m  Oxford 
Street  only  30  minutes  before 
opening  time,  but  when  the 
doors  opened  at  9am,  the 
managing  director,  Tim  Dan¬ 


iels,  claimed  there  were  600 
waiting  outside.  The  biggest 
rush  was  to  the  men's  design- 
erwear  department  which  re¬ 
mained  one  of  the  busiest 
areas  of  the  shop  throughout 
the  day. 

By  noon,  the  store  had 
taken  £1  million.  19  per  cent 
up  on  last  year's  midday 
figure.  Mr  Daniels  said  it 
appeared  that  the  number  of 
shoppers  on  Oxford  Street 
was  up  by  a  fifth  on  last  year. 

“People  are  going  for  better 
quality  merchandise.”  a  store 
spokeswoman  added,  “spend¬ 
ing  more  money  and  being 
more  discriminating." 

In  general,  shop-floors  only 
filled  with  bargain  hunters  at 
about  10.30am.  by  which  time 
security  men  were  stationed  at 
some  escalators  to  ensure  they 
did  not  become  so  crowded  as 
to  be  unsafe. 

As  pressure  on  changing 


‘Wrap  up  the  whole  store —  I’ll  take  it’ 


By  Robin  Young 


ONE  delighted  shopkeeper 
claimed  yesterday  that  an 
Arab  sheikh  had  purchased 
5  almost  the  entire  contents  of 
'  his  London  store  for  £350.000 
to  give  his  third  wife. 

Martin  Barnett,  owner  of  a 
West  End  soft  furnishings  and 
embroidery  shop,  said  that  the 
sheikh,  who  did  not  want  to 
be  named,  had  been  vouched 
for  by  Hamad  bin  Ali  al- 
Thani .  a  member  of  the  Qatari 
royal  family,  with  whom  Mr 
Barnett  says  he  runs  a  shop  in 


Doha.  Mr  Barnett  said  the 
sheikh’s  intention  was  to 
recreate  the  Edgware  Road 
store  to  please  his  wife. 

He  said  the  sheikh’s  shop¬ 
ping  list  included  two  comput¬ 
erised  embroidery  machines 
at  £40,000  each,  150  hand¬ 
made  sofas  at  £500  each  and 
150  matching  chairs  at  £300. 
He  added:  “The  sheikh  saved 
himself  at  least  £200.000  by 
buying  in  the  sale.  We  still 
have  enough  stock  to  continue 
in  business." 


Martin  Barnett  outside  his  shop:  a  £350,000  sale 


rooms  built  up.  suited  gents 
threw  modesty  to  the  winds 
and  dropped  their  trousers 
behind  racks  of  overcoats  so 
that  they  could  seek  their 
wives’  approval  for  new  out¬ 
fits.  In  the  ladies'  depart¬ 
ments,  women  bearing  arm¬ 
loads  of  hangers  mercilessly 
pushed  open  doors  and  cur¬ 
tains  concealing  rival  shop¬ 
pers  in  stales  of  semi-undress. 

“It  has  been  very  hectic," 
said  a  spokeswoman  at  Fen¬ 
wick  in  Bond  Street,  “but  we 
do  like  our  customers  to  retain 
a  sense  of  decorum.” 

In  Bristol  city  centre,  car 
parks  were  full  before  the 
shops  opened.  Peter  Tregd- 
las,  manager  of  the  local 
Debenhams,  said  trade  was  15 
per  cent  up  on  last  year. 

At  the  Metro  Centre  on 
Tyneside,  the  biggest  shop¬ 
ping  complex  in  Europe, 
queues  began  forming  more 
than  two  hours  before  open¬ 
ing  time.  The  malls  were 
opened  early  to  let  people  in 
from  the  cold,  and  7.000 
flocked  through  the  doors  in 
the  first  half-hour.  The  car 
parks  were  full  before  Ham, 
but  shoppers  continued  to 
arrive  at  the  same  pace 
throughout  the  day.  “We  have 
certainly  matched  last  year, 
and  possibly  exceeded  it"  the 
centre’s  spokesman  said. 

Jackie  Moores,  manager  of 
Manchester’s  150-store  Am- 
dale  Centre,  said  shoppers 
had  braved  temperatures  of 
-4C.  “There  are  a  lot  of  people 
about  for  fashions,  footwear, 
and  sportswear,"  she  said. 
“Only  we  retailers  seem  to  be 
working.” 


V  -  BARGAiN-HU NTER’S  CHECKLIST 


LONDON 

Burberry:  ladies  classic  rain¬ 
coat  reduced  from  £395  to 
£235.  men's  trenchcoat  from 
£525  to  £295. 

□  Fenwick:  Nicole  Farhi  satin 
jackets  reduced  from  £199  to 
£99;  John  Smedley  crew  neck 
sweaters  from  Eb5  to  £31.95; 
Fenn,  Wright  and  Man  son 
silk  shirts  from  £115  to  £55. 

□  Gieves  fit  Hawkes:  busi¬ 
ness  suits  reduced  from  £495 
to  E245,  cashmere  sweaters 
from  £450  to  £195  and  tweed 
jackets  £350  to  EL50. 

□  H cal's:  handmade  Avon 
bed  reduced  from  £2,495  to 
£1,870,  Trent  oak  sideboard 
from  £1.295  to  £8851,  curtain 
and  upholstery  fabrics  from 
U  a  metre. 

□  Liberty:  lssy  Miyake  and 
Yojhi  Yamamoto  fashions  up 
to  two-thirds  off,  Persian 
Bidjar  Kelim  rug  reduced 
from  £450  to  £225. 

□  Selfridges:  Blancpain 
men's  watch  reduced  from 
£79.000  to  E50J78:  13  litres  of 
Shalimar  eau  de  toilette,  re¬ 
duced  from  E2J500  to  £1,250; 
Maxmara  women's  suit  re¬ 
duced  from  £305  to  £152;  Betty 
Jackson  jackets  from  £315  to 
£157;  Hugo  Boss.  Nicole  Farhi 
and  YSL  fashions  up  to  50  per 
cent  off;  large  sofa  in  selected 
hide  reduced  from  £2,049  to 
£1.019;  Persian  hand-made 
rugs  from  £799  to  E399. 

□  Simpson:  men's  Daks  suits 


down  from  £299  to  £149. 
jackets  from  £219  to  £109  and 
trousers  from  £79  to  £39. 
Ladies'  Daks  jackets  from 
£229  to  £159.  Bern  Barclay 
trouser  suii  from  £238  to  £148, 
Louise  Kennedy  suits  from 
£484  to  £328. 

NATIONWIDE 

□  Austin  Reed:  men's  wool 
suits  down  from  £279  to  £199, 
women’s  winter  coats  from 
E279  To  £139. 

□  Bally:  40  per  cent  off  au¬ 
tumn  and  winter  shoes. 

□  Cunys:  Sony  29in  Sur¬ 
round  Sound  television  with 
Fasiexi  plus  4-head  Nicam 
stereo  video  with  VideoPlus  at 
£1.299.  saving  £200. 

□  Dixons:  Sony  TR680  HiS 
hifi  stereo  camcorder  reduced 
from  £999.99  to  E699.9Q; 
Canon  Epoca  35  mm  zoom 
camera  from  £349.99  to 
£  199.9ft  Grundig  GT21Q52Iin 
Nicam  television  was  £399.99, 
now  E299.99. 

□  Habitat:  solid  beech  table 
reduced  from  £399  to  £279, 
sofa  and  armchair  reduced 
from  £1,448  to  £1,158. 

□  House  of  Fraser:  Argen¬ 
tum  sterling  silver  cutlery  60- 
piece  canteen  reduced  from 
E3.999  to  £1,999:  Sony 
TV /video  was  £699,  now  £499: 
a  Relyon  Royal  packet-sprung 
mattress  was  £1095,  now  £595. 

□  Kendals,  Manchester: 
Ralph  Lauren  wool  dress  was 
£580,  now  E290. 


Missing 
A-level 
pupil 
victim  of 
bullying’ 

By  Bill  Frost 

A  MISSING  sixth-former 
whose  belongings  were  found 
beside  a  cliff  had  been  the 
victim  of  bullying  at  school, 
his  father  said  last  night. 

Unknown  to  his  parents,  18- 
year-old  Andrew  Smith  had 
siayed  away  from  school  for 

three  weeks  before  his  disap¬ 
pearance.  He  was  last  seen  on 
December  H.  Two  days  ago. 
his  bicycle  and  backpack  were 

discovered,  hidden  near  the 
Old  Harry  Rocks  at  Swanage. 
Dorset 

The  teenager,  who  has  II 
GCSEs.  was  studying  for  four 
A  levels  and  an  AS  level  at 
Poole  Grammar  School.  He 
hoped  to  become  an  airline 
pilot  As  police  renewed  their 
search  for  him  yesterday.  Ken 
Smith.  55.  his  father,  said: 
"Until  we  get  him  back,  we 
won't  know  for  certain,  bur  we 
are  99  per  cent  sure  he  has 
gone  because  of  pranks  and 
verbal  abuse  at  school.  From 
what  we  have  learnt  since 
Andrew  wenr  missing,  it  has 
been  going  on  for  about  six 
months. 

"Apparently  a  group  of 
about  five  or  six  so-called 
mates  were  involved.  They 
would  do  things  like  go  10  a 
party  together  and  thought  it 
was  then  a  great  idea  to  order 
a  taxi  but  leave  Andrew  to 
make  his  own  way  home  from 
about  five  miles  away. 

“He  never  spoke  to  us  about 
iL  Andrew  is  a  very  sensitive 
boy  and  this  upset  him.  It 
never  took  much  for  him  to 
burst  into  tears  so  he  took  the 
bullying  very  much  to  heart. 

“He  had  been  skipping 
school  for  about  three  weeks 
before  he  went  missing,  but 
we  had  no  idea  until  we  got  a 
letter  from  the  school  telling  us 
about  it.  He  used  to  leave 
home  as  jf  everything  was 
normal,  but  never  actually 
arrived  at  school,  and  then 
come  home  in  the  evenings  as 
if  he  had  been  there  all  day. 
On  the  day  he  left  he  seemed 
perfectly  normal  and  didn't 
say  anything  to  give  us  con¬ 
cern.  The  school  have  denied 
bullying  goes  op.  inside  their 
•  gates  but  I  know  differently." 

Sally  Smith.  45.  the  teen- 
ager's’mother,  said:  "We  have 
spent  the  whole  of  Christinas 
just  holding  each  other  and 
crying."  Like  her  husband,  she 
hopes  that  their  son  is  living 
rough,  possibly  in  a  beach  hut 
or  staying  with  a  friend. 

The  parents  are  to  appeal 
for  their  son  on  breakfast 
television  today. 

Extensive  police  searches 
using  divers  and  tracker  dogs 
have  failed  to  produce  any 
indication  of  his  whereabouts. 
Yesterday  a  fresh  search  was 
started  and  a  coastguard  heli¬ 
copter  was  brought  in.  A 
police  spokesman  said:  "We 
are  very  worried  about  An¬ 
drew.  He  has  never  done 
anything  like  this  before  and 
there  is  great  concern  for  his 
safety." 

No  spokesman  for  Poole 
Grammar  School  was  avail¬ 
able  to  comment  on  the  teen¬ 
ager’s  disappearance  last 
night. 


Andrew  Smith:  hoped 
to  become  airline  pilot 


Cellnet  and  Vodafone  think  it  should  be  68p  to  listen  to  a  1  minute  message, 


Orange  intnK it  shorn 


another  reason  who  on  average,  Orange  users  save  £20  even 
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Message  to  middle-aged:  forget  the  jog,  just  skip  the  pudding 


By  Nigel  Hawk es 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

MIDDLE-AGED  men  feeling  the 
effects  of  the  festive  season  weigh¬ 
ing  heavily  upon  them  would  be 
better  advised  to  diet  than  to  take 
up  jogging. 

An  American  study  has  shown 
that  both  courses  of  action  are 
helpful,  but  that  weight  lass  has 
substantially  more  benefits  than 
exercise  alone.  A  team  from  the 
University  of  Maryland  studied 
111  overweight  men  between  the 
ages  of  46  and  SO.  They  were  split 


into  three  groups:  44  were  told  to 
lose  10  per  cent  of  their  body 
weight,  49  were  told  to  exercise 
without  losing  weight,  while  the 
other  18  went  on  as  before  and 
served  as  controls.  The  trial  lasted 
nine  months. 

Dr  Leslie  Katzel  and  his 
colleages  report  in  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation  that  the  weight-loss  and  the 
exercise  group  had  both  benefited. 
Their  levels  of  low  density  lipo¬ 
protein  cholesterol  —  the  so-called 
"bad"  cholesterol  that  increases 
the  risks  of  heart  attacks  —  were 


down.  So  were  levels  of  plasma 
triglycerides  —  fats  found  in  the 
blood  —  and  insulin.  Both  are 
indicators  of  coronary  disease. 

But  the  weight-loss  group  did 
significantly  better.  Not  only  were 
their  decreases  in  glucose  and 
insulin  levels  greater  and  their 
blood  pressure  lower,  but  they 
also  showed  gains  in  high-density 
lipoprotein  cholesterol,  the  benefi¬ 
cial  variety  that  cuts  the  risk  of 
heart  disease. 

The  older  men  found  it  harder 
to  lose  the  weight,  and  did  not 
gain  as  great  a  benefit.  But  the 


message  is  dear.  AH  other  things 
being  equal  overweight  and  sed¬ 
entary  men  should  first  think 
about  losing  weight  Dr  Kaizei 
concludes  "Collectively,  these  re¬ 
sults  suggest  that  weight  loss  is 
the  preferred  treatment  to  im¬ 
prove  coronary  artery  disease  risk 
factor  profiles  in  healthy,  over¬ 
weight,  sedentary,  middle-aged 
and  older  men." 

Another  study  published  in  the 
journal  shows  that  lowering 
blood  pressure  in  rtuddfeage  can 
have  even  greater  benefits,  en¬ 
abling  men  to  retain  mental 


vigour  into  old  age  The  reason  is 
that  high  blood  pressure  may 
cause  many  tiny  “silent"  strokes 
that  have  no  obvious  symptoms 
bat  can  permanently  impair  mem¬ 
ory  and  thinking  ability,  the 
scientists  responsible  believe. 

Dr  Lenore  Launer.  of  die  Nat¬ 
ional  Institute  for  Public  Health 
and  the  Environment  in  The 
Netherlands,  carried  out  a  study 
with  colleagues  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Hawaii  and  the  US 
National  Institute  on  Ageing. 
They  returned  to  a  group  of 
Japanese-American  men  original¬ 


ly  enrolled  in  a  heart  study  in  the 
1960s.  when  they  were  middle- 
aged.  They  now  have  an  average 
age  of  78. 

The  team  examined  their  ability 
to  remember,  to  think  abstractly, 
to  make  judgments  and  to  concen¬ 
trate.  They  found  that  those  with  a 
hioti  <vs#nfir  hi  nod  nreSSUTP —  the 


systolic  blood  pressure,  there  was 
a  9  per  cent  increase  in  the  nsk  of 
noor  cognitive  function  later  m 
life  High  systolic  pressu«  was 
defined  as  more  than  160,  low  as 
less  than  IKO.  A  normal  systolic 
reading  is  about  120. 

□  A  gap  between  the  sews  is 
narrowing  on  those  classed  ^as 


Minister  to  issue  l  vmage 
pledge  on  release 
of  the  mentally  ill 


crushed 


By  Nigel  Hawkes.  science  editor 


A  CHARTER  far  the  mentally 
ill  is  to  be  announced  by 
Stephen  Dorrell,  the  Health 
Secretary,  in  an  attempt  to 
allay  public  concern  over  vio¬ 
lent  attacks  by  patients  re¬ 
leased  into  the  community. 

The  charter,  to  be  issued  for 
consultation  in  the  new  year, 
will  include  the  guarantee  that 
patients  will  not  be  discharged 
from  hospital  if  it  is  thought 
that  there  could  be  the  slight¬ 
est  risk  to  carers,  relatives  or 
the  public  Patients  who  are 
sent  home  will  be  able  to  get 
home  visits  from  nurses  or 
social  workers  within  four 
hours  in  urgent  cases. 

Yesterday  a  charity  for  the 
homeless  blamed  a  shortage 
of  hospital  beds  for  increasing 
numbers  of  mentally  ill  people 
being  forced  on  to  the  streets 
this  Christmas.  The  charity. 
Crisis,  is  providing  480  beds 
for  the  homeless  in  London 
this  week,  the  biggest  pro¬ 
gramme  it  has  run.  Its  dir¬ 
ector,  Martin  Soothem.  said 
the  charily  was  helping  more 
mentally  ill  people  because 
“the  people  who  ten  years  ago 
would  have  expected  to  go  into 
hospital  don’t  get  that  far  and 
fall  out  of  the  system.  There  is 
a  shortage  of  beds.” 

Mr  Dorrell  is  anxious  to 
quell  public  fears  that  the 
policy  of  care  in  the  commun¬ 
ity  is  leading  to  attacks  by  the 
mentally  ill.  Highly 
publicised  cases  such  as  the 
murder  of  Jonathan  Zito  by 
Christopher  Clunis  at  a  Lon¬ 


don  Tube  station  in  1992  have 
caused  widespread  concern. 

There  have  been  other  trag¬ 
edies  since,  and  in  August, 
Gerald  Malone,  the  Health 
Minister,  told  NHS  chairmen 
to  improve  care-in-ihe-com- 
munity  standards  and  report 
back  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  is  due  to  announce  the 
outcome  shortly. 

The  danger  is  that  the  policy 
will  be  seen  simply  as  one  of 
dosing  old  asylums  with  noth¬ 
ing  effective  put  in  their  place. 

Yesterday  Mr  Dorrell  said: 
“When  there’s  comment  about 
the  mental  health  services, 
people  often  latch  on  to  the 
phrase  ‘care  in  the  commun¬ 
ity'  and  say  this  means  the 
Government  is  not  interested 
in  hospital  care,  which  isn’t 
true.  The  phrase  has  become 
misleading  because  it  has 
come  to  imply  that  the  only 


Dorrell:  responding 
to  public  concerns 


type  of  mental  health  service 
we  are  interested  in  delivering 
is  one  based  on  community 
health  and  that  is  not  the  case. 

"What  we  are  concerned  to 
do  is  deliver  a  spectrum  of 
care,  so  that  someone  who  is 
acutely  mentally  ill  has  their 
acute  needs  met  in  a  hospital 
And  that  there  is  care  avail¬ 
able  in  a  sheltered  setting  for 
those  who  need  it,  that  there  is 
community  care  for  those  who 
need  it  and  crisis  teams  for 
meeting  crisis  need. 

“The  standard  I  am  looking 
for  as  a  result  of  this  Malone 
letter  is  not  caring  for  every¬ 
body  in  the  community,  in  the 
one^dimensiona!  sense.  It  is  a 
spectrum  of  care  meeting 
health  need.  What  the  charter 
will  do  is  set  out  what  the 
patient  is  entitled  to  expect 
under  the  existing  law." 

Kate  Harrison,  of  the  men¬ 
tal  health  charity  Mind,  said 
that  the  fear  of  mental  patients 
was  disproportionate.  "There 
are  12  murders  a  year  by  men¬ 
tally  ill  people,  out  of  a  total  of 
700.  While  any  incident  of  this 
sort  is  tragic,  the  impression 
the  public  has  is  exaggerated." 

She  doubted  the  charter 
would  have  much  effect.  "The 
truth  is  that  there  is  a  dearth  of 
services  for  the  mentally  ill. 
plus  a  lack  of  social  support 
and  things  to  do.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  should  provide  more 
money  for  community  care 
and  set  national  minimum 
standards,  not  issue  another 
consultative  document." 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 

THE  owners  of  an  award- 
winning  village  shop  blame 
the  cost  of  going  metric  for 
having  to  dose.  Steven  and 
Sonia  Dorward  had  run  the 
store  at  Hawkswoith.  Not¬ 
tinghamshire,  for  26  years. 

They  had  been  able  to  make 
ends  meet  only  by  Mr 
Dorward,  57,  working  part- 
time  at  a  tractor  factory. 
Converting  from  pounds  and 
ounces  to  kilograms  last  Octo¬ 
ber  cost  them  £3,000. 

Mrs  Dorward  said:  "We 
had  a  nice  old  weighing 
machine  which  we'd  just  had 
serviced,  but  we  still  had  to 
change  It  seemed  to  me  very, 
very  complicated  for  a  little 
village  shop.  We  tried  weigh¬ 
ing  things  beforehand  and 
packaging  them,  but  the  cus¬ 
tomers  didn't  seem  to  like  it" 

Mr  Dorward  also  blamed 
other  factors:  “We  oouldnt 
compete  with  supermarkets, 
and  now  our  wholesale  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  moved  and  the 
supermarkets  get  first  choice 
from  the  growers.”  Christine 
Cameroii-WiUiams.  a  shopper 
at  Dorward's.  which  won  the 
Calor  Gas  award  for  Best 
Midlands  Village  Shop  last 
year,  said:  "I'm  very  sad  it’s 
dosed.  It  was  a  super  shop 
and  very  much  part  of  the 
village.  Now  you  meet  people 
who  have  always  shopped  at 
Dorward’s  wandering 
around  Nottingham,  looking 
rather  lost" 

Mr  Dorward  has  become 
assistant  manager  at  the  trac¬ 
tor  factory  and  his  wife  runs  a 
sub-post  office  at  the  former 
shop. 


Steven  and  Sonia  Dorward:  shutting  their  award-winning  store  after  26  years 
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Girl  faces 

•a  -a 


over  her 
gift  horse 

By  Paul  Wilkinson  .  . 

THE  owner  of  a  riding  centre 
is  to  take  legal  action  in  an  -  "j 
attempt  to  force  a  I2-year-oldj-; 
girl  to  hand  over  the  potty  sheC? 
was  given  for  Christmas. 

Becky  Murray,  12.  spent 
more  than  a  year  mucking  out  y 
at  a  nearby  farm  to  convince--"' 
her  mother  that  she  was  V. 
serious  about  wanting  a  pony.>  - 
Teresa  Murray  bought  her  a  -- 
six-year-old  lay  gelding  for- 
£600  at  an  auction  in  Septera- 
ber,  which  Becky  named  - 
Mistral. 

However.  Harold  Restall, 

58,  die  owner  of  a  riding  centre 
near  Beckys  home  at  Auden - 
shaw.  Greater  Manchester, 
says  Mistral  is  a  Cob  pony 
named  Mikey  stolen  from  him 
on  the  day  of  the  auction.  Mrs  ■ 
Murray  has  refused  to  return 
the  pony,  so  Mr  Restall  is 
taking  the  case  to  Tameside 
County  Court  in  February. 

Yesterday  Mrs  Murray 
said:  “I  bought  Mistral  in 
good  faith  and  Becky  was 
delighted  to  gel  her.  Now  this  . 
thing  has  knocked  the  sparkle 
right  out  of  her  Christmas." 

Mikey,  which  was  used  to 
pull  traps  and  wedding  car¬ 
riages,  was  stolen  from  a  field 
next  to  Mr  Restairs  riding 
centre  in  Raddiffe,  near  Bury, 
Mrs  Murray  bought.  Mistral  . 
at  an  auction  in  Chelford, 
Cheshire,  on  the  day  of  the  . 
theft  from  a  young  girl  who  £ 
was  with  two  adults  and  three 
smaller  children. 

.  Mr  Restall,,  whose  legal  biH 
could  be  £2.000,  said:  “It’s  not  .  . 
the  money  that  concerns  me,  it 
is  the  principle  that  my  prop¬ 
erty  should  be  returned.” 


All  change  on  line  that  took  the  strine 


RESIDENTS  and  visitors  arriving  at 
Covent  Garden  in  London  will  no  longer 
find  themselves  being  welcomed  by  a 
woman  with  an  Australian  accent  Jona¬ 
than  Prynn  writes). 

The  recorded  announcement  in  the  lift 
at  the  Tube  station  has  puzzled  many 
travellers  as  they  emerge  near  the  spot 
where  Professor  Higgins  despaired  of 
Eliza  Doolittle's  cockney  accent  in  Pygma¬ 


lion.  In  pure  “strine”  tones,  an  Australian 
woman’s  voice  begins:  “Welcome  to  Cah~ 
vent  Gard’n  station.  Please  take  care  of 
yuh  valuables. "She  then  gives  directions 
to  the  major  attractions.  Dick  Ensor.  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Covent  Garden.  Com¬ 
munity  Association,  said  the  voice,  used 
since  the  spring,  had  been  questioned  at  a 
meeting  with  London  Underground. 

A  Tube  spokesw  oman  said  die  message 


was  being  changed  to  include  more 
information,  not  because  of  the  accent 
She  added:  "A  contractor  doing  lift  work:, 
had  an  Australian  woman  in  their  employ— 
and  we  were  happy  for  her  to  be  the  voice.  - 
We  do  not  agree  that  all  announcement? 
should  be  in  middle-class,  standard  ; 
English  accents.  : 

"We  do  have  a  certain  amount  of  ethnic 
representation  in  our  workforce."  V* 


Until  then,  there's  Glenfiddich  to  enjoy. 


iv^C. 
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Astronaut’s 
heels  may 
hold  clue  to 
osteoporosis 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

SCIENTISTS  are  waiting  for 
a  German  astronaut  to  return 
from  space  with  dues  to  the 
problem  of  osteoporosis. 

For  the  fast  three  months 
Thomas  Reiter  has  had  his 
heel  tapped  by  a  device 
designed  to  simulate  walking. 
In  each  ten-minute  session  it  is 
tapped  50 0  times  on  a  spring- 
loaded  exercise  machine  de¬ 
signed  by  researchers  at  Bath 
University. 

The  machine  is  the  brain¬ 
child  of  Allen  Goodship  and 
Paul  Dieppe,  professors  at 
Bristol  University,  who  be¬ 
lieve  the  regular  impact  of  the 
heel  cm  a  pavement  is  the 
missing  ingredient  in  space 
exercise  regimes.  Astronauts 
can  tone  muscles  by  doily 
exercise  on  a  bicycle  or  rowing 
machine  but  there  has  been 
no  equivalent  for  the  bones. 

Tn  space,  they  tend  to  lose 
mass  in  a  process  similar  to 
osteoporosis.  Astronauts  can 
lose  10  per  cent  of  bone  mass 
during  a  lengthy  mission,  as 
bone  responds  to  the  forces  on 
it.  When  these  arc  low.  in  the 
weightlessness  of  space,  it 
tends  to  wither  away. 

Professor  Goodship  mea¬ 
sured  the  astronaut’s  bone 
density  at  Star  City,  near 
Moscow,  before  lift-off. 
During  the  mission  his  bones 
are  also  being  routinely  mea¬ 
sured  by  ultra-sound  scan¬ 
ners.  When  he  returns  to  earth 
in  a  few  weeks.  Professor 
Goodship  hopes  id  examine 
the  astronaut’s  bones  again. 

Only  one  leg  has  been 
subjected  to  the  heel-tap  rou¬ 
tine,  and  its  bone  mass  will  be 
compared  with  the  other  leg. 


Unbeatable  Winter 
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Salford  plans  to  transform  its  industrial  past  into  monument  to  a  working-class  hero 


Lowry’s  forgotten 
works  to  emerge 
in  £75m  tribute 


By  Bill  Frost 

ALMOST  two  decades  after 
the  death  of  LS.  Lowry,  the 
world's  largest  collection  of  his 
paintings  and  sketches  is  at 
last  to  be  given  pride  of  place 
by  the  city  he  immortalised  in 
his  work. 

Salford’s  most  famous  son 
will  be  celebrated  in  a  E75  mil¬ 
lion  arts  centre  bearing  his 
name.  The  centrepiece  of  the 
project  will  be  a  purpose-built 
gallery  for  more  than  300  of 
his  depictions  of  working-class 
life  in  the  North  West. 

Salford  Art  Gallery,  which 
owns  rhe  collection,  has  had  to 
keep  dozens  of  sketches  and 
paintings  in  a  cramped  base¬ 
ment  Financial  constraints 
and  shortage  of  space  prevent¬ 
ed  the  display  of  any  more 
than  half  the  paintings.  In 
addition,  no  catalogue  of  his 
work  exists  and  ail  archive  of 
tape-recordings,  photographs 
and  letters  documenting  the 
artist's  life  languishes  in  a 
cupboard. 

This  “parlous  state  of  af¬ 
fairs”,  as  Lowry's  friends  and 
life-long  collectors  describe  it 
will  be  rectified  by  the  project 
to  transform  Salford  Quays, 
an  area  that  once  bustled  with 
the  industrial  scenes  that  were 
the  artist’s  inspiration: 

As  the  development  plans 
took  shape  last  year.  Mike 
Leber,  senior  curator  at  Sal¬ 
ford  Art  Gallery,  which 
bought  its  first  Lowry  in  1936, 
said  the  new  centre  “could  not 
be  built  soon  enough”.  He 
added:  “Salford  has  been  in  an 
embarrassing  situation  for 
years  in  that  it  owns  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  national  importance, 
but  has  had  other  spending 
priorities.” 

Mr  Leber  said  the  Victorian 
art  gallery  was  not  appropri- 


Lowry:  his  paintings 

are  kept  in  a  basement 

ate  to  house  a  national  collec¬ 
tion  in  perpetuity.  “It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  conrrol  hearing  and 
lighting.  Several  pictures  have 
been  on  display  for  40  years 
and  we  cannot  show  as  many 
as  we  would  like.  Access  to  our 
Lowry  archive  is  virtually  zero 
because  we  have  no  space  and 
too  few  staff." 

A  substantial  injection  of 
National  Lottery  cash  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  announced  within 
weeks  to  allow  building  work 
to  start  at  Salford  Quays.  The 
centre,  and  other  develop¬ 
ments  taking  the  total  invest¬ 
ment  to  EISO  million,  is  said  to 
be  Britain's  first  purpose-built 
development  to  combine  per¬ 
forming  and  visual  arts.  In 
addition  to  the  gallery  for  350 
Lowry  works  and  another  for 
touring  exhibitions,  it  includes 
a  fixed-seat  theatre  for  1.650 
and  a  400-seat  flexible  theatre, 
a  “hands-on"  children’s  gal¬ 
lery  and  a  national  virtual 
reality  centre  to  provide  train¬ 
ing  for  industry. 

The  Millennium  Commis¬ 
sion  has  already  approved  the 


Lowry  Centre  scheme,  and 
planners  are  now  expecting 
the  endorsement  of  the  Arts 
Council  and  National  Heri¬ 
tage  Memorial  Fund. 

Bill  Hinds,  leader  of  Salford 
City  Council,  which  has  led 
the  project,  said:  “The  water¬ 
front  at  Salford  is  a  step  away 
from  the  transformation 
which  cities  such  as  Balti¬ 
more,  Boston  and  Toronto 
have  realised.  1  believe  the  arts 
should  be  accessible  to  all  and 
that  the  centre  will  transform 
the  culture  and  the  economy  of 
the  North  West.” 

The  centred  backers  are 
hoping  for  £45  million  from 
the  National  Lottery.  It  is 
hoped  the  complex  will  gener¬ 
ate  £10  million  from  an  expect¬ 
ed  700,000  visitors  each  year, 
and  provide  an  extra  E4  mil¬ 
lion  a  year  in  local  income. 

Supporters  of  the  project 
include  the  Oscar-winning  ac¬ 
tor  Ben  Kingsley,  who  began 
his  career  in  Salford.  “There  is 
a  great  deal  of  talent  in  the 
North  West  of  England  and 
the  Lowiy  Centre  wall  be  the 
focus  for  their  aspirations,”  he 
said.  “As  a  former  Salford 
Player.  I  can  imagine  the 
excitement  and  enthusiasm 
that  this  project  will  bring." 

Albert  Finney,  another  of 
the  city's  famous  sons,  said: 
“This  imaginative  project  has 
my  wholehearted  support.  Not 
just  the  city  of  Salford  and  the 
great  North  West,  but  the  arts 
in  Britain  generally  will  bene¬ 
fit  from  this  terrific  concept" 

The  actor  Robert  Powell, 
another  supporter  of  the 
project,  said:  “The  Lowry 
Centre  is  a  remarkable  idea  in 
a  remarkable  setting.  Salford 
never  fails  to  amaze:  first  the 
canal,  then  the  quays,  now  this 
superb  project  which  will  in¬ 
spire  generations  to  come." 


The  proposed  Lowry  Centre  hopes  to  attract  £45  million  in  lottery  funding 


ENJOY  SPECIAL  3-DAY,  5-DAY 
AND  10-DAY  FARES  TO  FRANCE 
WITH  STENA  LINE 


France  from  £39 

The  Times,  in  association  with  Siena  Line,  formerly  Siena 
Sealihk,  is  offering  unbeatable  rates  for  motorists  on  short 
breaks  to  France.  To  lake  advantage  of  these  special  bargains 
on  three  of  S terra  Lines  cross<hannel  routes,  Dover-Calais, 

'  NewtervaFrteppe  and  Soudrampton-Cherbourg.  collect  three 
.  tokens.  Full  details  appeared  in  77 te  Times  yesterday  and  will 
appear  agahrin  The  Sunday  Times.  Prices  start  at  £39  for  a 
car  and  up  to  five  passengers.  Foot  passengers  can  travel  for 
only  E5  return.  Bor  a  longer  break  you  can  take  advantage  of 
a  ten-day  return  Grom  ortiy  £69  for  a  car  and  two  people. 

Fbr  an  extra  £15.  you  can  take  the  high-speed  Stena  Lynx 
.  catamaran  from  Dover,  crossing  to  Calais  in  just  45  minutes 
(from  February  13,1996)  or  the  Stena  Lynx  from  Newhaven  to 
Dieppe  crossing  in  just  two  hours  and  15  minutes  (starting 
February  29, 1996). 

:  Readers  are  also  offered  Slri-Link.  a  speaai  package  for  ski- 

drivers  for  a  car  and  two  people:  starting  at  £125  for  up  to  ten 
days  and  £135  for  up  to  17  days.  Additional  passengers  are  £27 
and  E32  (children  E15  and  £16)  respectively.  U  saves  you  10% 
on  normal  prices  and  includes  AA  Five  Star  Roadside 
Assistance  Cover  and  Home  and  Overseas  ftrsonal  Insurance 
with  winter  sports  cover. 

There  are  also  special  deals 
on  overnight  stays  at  • 

Campanile  hotels  in  France 
from  as  little  as  £28  per  night 
and  the  chance  to  enjoy  savings 
of  10%  on  your  duty  free 
shopping. 
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Fbr  sailings  December  29  -  April  3 
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Vermeer 
exhibition 
beats  US 
shutdown 

From  Marttn  Fletcher 
IN  WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON’S  museums 
and  federal  offices  remained 
silent  yesterday  as  the  partial 
government  shutdown  stret¬ 
ched  into  a  record  twelfth  day. 
But  there  was  one  exception: 
using  private  funds,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  re¬ 
opened  the  National  Gallery 
of  Art's  unprecedented  Johan¬ 
nes  Vermeer  exhibition. 

The  exhibition  is  the  first 
devoted  to  the  17th-century 
Dutch  master  and  boasts  21  of 
his  35  known  paintings,  whose 
owners  include  the  Queen. 
“Given  the  uncertainty  of 
when  it  [the  shutdown]  will 
end,  we  decided  to  do  what  we 
could  to  make  this  once-in-a- 
lifetime  event  accessible  to 
people  from  all  over  the 
world."  Earl  Powell,  the  gal¬ 
lery’s  director,  said. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  people 
have  bought  advance  tickets 
and  have  planned  special  vis¬ 
its  to  Washington.  The  exhibi¬ 
tion  opened  to  huge  acclaim 
on  November  12  but  was 
almost  immediately  dosed  by 
the  first  six-day  government 
shutdown.  It  briefly  reopened, 
but  was  dosed  again  when  the 
present  shutdown  began  on 
December  16.  It  must  dose  for 
good  on  February  11  ready  for 
shipment  to  The  Hague. 

The  gallery  has  taken 
$30,000  (E20.000)  from  its 
Fund  for  International  Ex¬ 
change  to  pay  for  25  guards  far 
a  week.  It  hopes  the  shutdown 
will  end  by  then,  an  optimism 
that  could  prove  unfounded. 
Talks  io  resolve  America’s 
budget  crisis  resumed  yester¬ 
day  but  with  little  chance  of  a 
quick  breakthrough. 


Coming  from  the  Mill  (detail).  Chronicler  of  Lancashire  working  life.  Lowry  kept  his  own  employment  a  secret 

Vision  woven  from  a  spinning  mill 


FOR  much  of  his  life  Laurence  Stephen 
Lowry  feared  that  he  would  be  regarded 
as  an  amateur  if  his  public  discovered 
that  he  worked  as  chief  clerk  lo  a  rent 
collection  company  (Bill  Frost  writes). 
He  sought  recognition  as  a  serious  artist 
and  not  until  his  death  in  1976  were  his 
admirers  told  of  his  nine-to-five  job  in 
Manchester. 

While  taking  evening  classes  at  the 
Salford  School  of  Art  in  1915,  he 
“discovered”  the  industrial  backdrop 
which  was  to  proride  him  with  his 


sometimes  bleak  but  always  poetic 
inspiration.  Sir  John  Rothe ostein,  au¬ 
thor  of  Modern  English  Painters, 
wrote:  “One  day  he  missed  a  train  at 
Pendlebuiy  and,  as  he  left  the  station,  he 
saw  the  Acme  Spinning  Mill  ...  he 
experienced  an  earthly  equivalent  of 
some  transcendental  revelation.” 

Lowry  cultivated  the  role  of  eccentric, 
wearing  the  same  mackintosh  and  cap 
in  the  1970s  that  he  wore  for  his 
celebrated  self-portrait  in  1925.  In  the 
small  front  room  of  his  Salford  home 


were  clocks  showing  different  times.  "I 
don’t  want  to  know  the  real  time,”  he 
explained.  His  taste  in  art  was  catholic. 
The  Impressionists  exerted  a  strong  fore 
and  he  amassed  a  collection  of  Pre- 
Raphaelite  drawings  by  Rossetti. 

According  to  some  critics,  the  greatest 
hindrance  he  faced  was  public  fondness 
for  his  work.  Shelley  Rohde,  author  of  A 
Private  View.  LS.  Lowry,  said:  “He  is  far 
too  popular  for  the  ait  establishment 
They  should  have  put  up  a  purpose-built 
gallery  when  he  died.” 
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More  Furniture  ideas 


HOLIDAY  SHOPPING  HOURS:  Thurs  9-6,  Fri  9-8,  Sat  9-6,  Sun  New  Year’s  Eve  11-5,  Mon  Hew  Year’s  Day  9-6  (Scottish  stores  closed  Sew  Year’s  Day), 
Tues  2nd  9-6,  Wed  3rd  9-6  northern  Ireland  exceptions:  wed  9-9,  Thurs  9-9,  rri  9-9,  Sun  12-5.  _ 


Also  available  at 

l^ianhome  works 


PHONE  FREE  PAGES  0500  192  192  FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE. 

PRICE  MFORMAFtON:  Room  prices  ore  for  rigid  factory  built  cabinets  as  listed 
above  and  do  not  indude  appliances,  accessories,  tiles,  ornaments,  chairs  etc. 
All  items  subject  to  availability. 
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Schools  threatened 
by  violence  turn 


By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent 


SECONDARY  schools  should 
seek  police  advice  on  potential 
flashpoints  in  their  local  coni' 
munity  and  assess  security 
arrangements  to  protect  staff 
and  students,  head  teachers 
will  be  told  next  month. 

The  Secondary  Heads  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  hired  a  former  as¬ 
sists nr  chief  constable  to  sup¬ 
ply  schools  with  security  ad¬ 
vice  after  a  series  of  violent  in¬ 
cidents,  including  the  murder 
of  Philip  Lawrence  outside  a 
northwest  London  school. 

Ken  Cooper,  a  security  con¬ 
sultant  and  retired  member  of 
the  Northamptonshire  force. 


will  advise  all  schools  to  work 
with  police  to.  produce  a 
"threat  assessment^  database, 
covering  problems  in  the  com¬ 
munity  that  could  affect  the 
school,  as  well  as  identifying 
internal  security  issues. 

The  association  is  respond¬ 
ing  to  widespread  concern 
over  school  security,  fuelled  by 
highly  publicised  incidents 
such  as  the  fatal  stabbing  of 
12-year-old  Nikki  Conroy  at  a 
Cleveland  school  last  year.  Mr 
Cooper’s  work  was  commis¬ 
sioned  before  the  death  of  Mr 
Lawrence  earlier  this  month. 

Mr  Cooper,  whose  booklet 


Former  pupils  hit 
teachers  at  party 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


THREE  teachers  and  a 
schoolgirl  needed  hospital 
treatment  after  being  attacked 
by  former  pupils  at  the  end  of 
a  school  party. 

Tony  Brookes,  47,  the  head¬ 
master  of  Thome  Grammar 
School  near  Doncaster,  said 
the  incident  was  tonifying. 
Ten  of  his  staff  were  driven 
into  the  hall  by  punches  and 
kicks  and  had  to  lock  the  doors 
for  protection. 

The  police  were  called,  but 
the  five  youths  involved,  aged 
19  and  20.  had  vanished  before 
they  arrived.  A  full  criminal 
investigation  has  begun. 
Police  are  interviewing  staff 
and  the  dozens  of  pupils  who 
attended  the  evening  party 
last  Thursday. 

At  the  party  itself,  for  IS  and 
16-year-olds,  there  was  no 
trouble  with  the  pupils,  and 
Mr  Brookes  said  it  had  gone 
very  wdl.  But  as  the  pupils 
left,  a  group  of  youths  who 
had  gathered  outside  began 
rattling  doors  and  shouting. 

Mr  Brookes  said:  “Most  of 
the  pupils  had  left,  but  the 
youths  started  shouting  abuse. 


Two  of  them,  came  storming 
in.”  Mike  Sykes.  48.  a  senior 
teacher,  was  punched  twice  in 
the  face  and  knocked  down. 

Mr  Brookes  said:  “He 
started  crawling  to  the  school 
hall  and  we  came  to  help  him. 
I  was  punched  in  the  face,  and 
the  other  staff  were  stormed 
by  all  Eve  of  the  youths,  who 
started  throwing  punches.  A 
female  staff  member  was 
roughed  up  and  had  her  coat 
ripped  and  a  male  teacher  had 
his  shirt  tom  off  his  back. 

“We  managed  to  get  back 
into  the  hall  and  locked  the 
doors.  When  police  arrived, 
the  gang  ran  off.  No  one  was 
seriously  injured  but  we  did 
have  grazes  and  bruises.  Af¬ 
terwards,  we  discovered  that 
these  people  had  rammed  a 
girl  pupil  against  a  wall  and 
bruised  her  ribs,  so  we  took 
her  to  casualty  as  well. 

“I  always  stand  outside 
these  Christmas  parties  to 
make  sure  the  children  leave 
safely  and  get  home  but  I  have 
never  experienced  anything 
like  this  in  the  nine  years  I 
have  been  head." 


on  the  subject  will  be  sent  to 
more  than"  4,000  secondary 
schools,  said:  “Every  school 
has  got  to  have  a  security 
policy,  bitt  it  is  not  /ust  a 
matter  of  putting  up  iron  bars. 
One  of  the  important  things, 
in. view  of  the  Philip  Lawrence 
tragedy,  is  not  necessarily 
security  inside  the  school.  The 
school  is  affected  by  the  com¬ 
munity.  and  schools  should- 
have  a  database  of  mforma: 
tion  with  a  security  threat- 
assessment.  If  there  is  gang 
-warfare  in  th e  community,  it 
should  become  pan  of  the 
school  database.  By  working 
with  the  police  you  should  be 
able  to  identity  these  potential 
threats."  • 

‘  Mr  Cooper  added:  “Every- 
one  short-cuts-  security  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  easiest  burden  to 
reduce  at  the  time,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  that  can  have  serious 
repercussions.  The  value  of 
damage  to  schools  is  quite 
immense.  This  relates  to  the 
quality  of  life  for  our  children 
but  there  is  also  a  real  com¬ 
mercial  issue  here." 

The  association  is  also  joint¬ 
ly  funding  a  video,  called 
What  Price  Security,  which 
will  be  available  at  a  discount 
rate  to  schools  from  the  end  of 
next  month. 

The  video  features  Beanfield 
School  in  Corby .  Northamp-' 
ton  shire,  which  has  closed 
circuit  television  cameras 
trained  on  its  entrances.  Leslie 
Ryder,  of  the  video  production 
company  Focus  in  Education, 
said:  “It  looks  at  the  problems 
of  an  open  access  site  with 
playing  fields  and  footpaths 
and  raises  the  issue  of  whether 
it  should  be  made  like  a 
stockade  when  truly  it  belongs 
-to  the  community." 

John  Sutton,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  Secondary 
Heads  Association,  said:  “A 
lot  of  schools  could  do  more  to 
pay  attention  to  their  security. 
But  we  do  not  want  schools  to 
be  seen  as  fortresses,  they 
must  strike  a  balance  between 
the  two." 


Law  watchdog  in  the  dock 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


A  NEW  complaints  system 
that  would  allow  clients  to 
challenge  lawyers’  Fees  and 
increase  maximum  compensa¬ 
tion  from  £1,000  to  £5,000  is 
called  for  by  the  Consumers' 
Association  today. 

The  association  says  the 
Solicitors  Complaints  Bureau 
should  be  more  independent 
and  allow  a  wider  range  of 
complaints.  It  calls  for  reforms 
to  make  the  bureau  more 
effective,  more  easily  accessed, 
fairer  and  swifter  than  the 


present  body,  which  is  funded 
and  staffed  by  the  Law- 
Society. 

Tile  association  makes  its 
proposals  in  its  response  to  the 
Law  Society’s  own  consult¬ 
ation  paper,  which  recom¬ 
mends  scrapping  the  much- 
criticised  bureau  and  setting 
up  a  new  complaints  system. 
"Clients  who  have  lost  money 
as  a  result  of  a  solicitor’s 
negligence  have  little  effective 
redress."  the  association  said. 

There  is  widespread  discon¬ 


tent  with  the  present  £9  mii- 
lion-a-year  bureau,  both 
among  solicitors,  who  per¬ 
ceive  if  as  too  interventionist 
and  expensive  to  maintain, 
and  among  the  public,  which 
sees  it  as  slow  and  ineffective. 

Martin  Mears,  president  of 
the  Law  Society,  voiced  the 
concerns  of  many  solicitors 
when  he  pledged  in  his  elec¬ 
tion  manifesto  this  summer  to 
overhaul  the  bureau  and 
bring  it  firmly  under  Law 
Society  control. 


Piano  practice:  Felix  Gu  dimer,  aged  14,  fairing  the  grand  approach  to&tudyiag  music  at -Tonbridge  School 

in 

for  keys  to  the  kingdom  of  music 


By  Katharine  Road 


TRADITIONAL  piano  play¬ 
ing  in  schools  is  falling  drasti¬ 
cally  as  pupils  opt  for  electric 
keyboards  in  music  lessons.  It 
is  feared  that  the  choice  could 
undermine  children’s  ability 
bo  play;  or  appreciate,  classi¬ 
cal  piano  music 
■  Christopher  Elton,  head  of 
piano  at  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Music,  says:  “Keyboards 
cramp  pupils’  musical  hori¬ 
zons.  Mozart  and  Beethoven 
cannot  be  appreciated  on  a 
keyboard,  and  it  becomes 
impossible  to  develop  the 
touch  and  technique  to  play 
them." 

Research  shows  that  peer 
pressure  is  forcing  many 
children  to  abandon  the 
piano,  with  boys  especially 
likely  to  choose  more 
“macho"  instruments,  espe¬ 
cially  those  favoured  in  the 
efectrooie  sounds  of  pop  mu¬ 
sicians  such  as  the  Pet  Shop 


Boys.  Dr  Michael  Boulton 
and  Susan  O’Neill  at  Keeie 
University  asked  >53  children 
to  choose  which  of  six  instru¬ 
ments  they  might  like  to  play. 
There  was  agreement  that 
boys  generally  should  not 
play  tiie  piano.  “It  is  not 
considered  macho,"  they. re¬ 
ported.  “Boys  more  than  girls 
consider  the  piano  to  be 
difficult" 

The  decline  in  popularity  of 
the  piano  with  younger  gener¬ 
ations  is  shown  in  a  survey 
published  earlier  this  year  by 
the  Associated  Board  of  the 
Royal  Schools  of  Music. 
While  12  per  cent  of  all  adults 
professed  to  playing  the 
piana  only  -S  per  cent  of 
children  played.  By  contrast, 
the  electronic  keyboard  was 
the  second  most  popular  in¬ 
strument  among  children, 
after  the  recorder. 

Part  of  the  reason  is  cosL  At 


the  top  eiid  of  the  market,  a 
new  Bechstein  grand  piano 
could  cost  £34,000.  A  second¬ 
hand  upright  piano  usually 
costs  £1000  but  in  a  sale  one 
might  be  found  for  £500. 
Portable  electronic  keyboards 
start  at  less  than  £150  and 
digital  pianos  at  £1300.  v  - 

George  Clayton,  managing 
director  of  the  musical  instru¬ 
ment  specialists.  Chappel  of 
Bond  Street,  in  London,  said: 
“Portable  keyboard  sales  are 
way  up  on  last  year  over  the 
Christmas  period  and  this  has 
been  a  definite  trend  over  the 
past  few  years. 

“People  do  not  tend  to  buy 
pianos  at  Christmas  —  they 
usually  wait  for  die  sales  — 
but  sales  of  portable  key¬ 
boards  are  much  higher  over¬ 
all  because  they  are  generally 
much  cheaper." 

In  schools,  the  added  attrac¬ 
tion  of  the  compactness  of  die 


Switched  on:  Pet  Shop  Boys.  Children  feel  the  electronic  keyboard  is  “macho" 
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Twin  ports 
seek  ship 
for  historic 
collection 

By  Ian  Murray 

PORTSMOUTH  and  Gosport 
are  trying  to  buy  a  modem 
warship  to  complete  a  compre¬ 
hensive  display  of  Britain’s 
maritime  history. 

They  already  have  an  envi¬ 
able  collection,  including  the 
Maty  Rose,  the  only  warship 
surviving  from  Tudor  times, 
and  Nelson’s  flagship,  the 
Victory.  The  lasr  century  is 
represented  by  the  Warrior. 
The  ports  now  wants  to  dis¬ 
play  a  Mtivcentury  vessel  as  a 
tribute  to  those  who  sailed 
from  Portsmouth  to  fight  in 
recent  wars. 

The  idea  came  up  over  five 
years  ago  and  was  backed  by 
Gosport  council,  then  Tory- 
con trolled.  At  that  stage,  the 
Rothesay-class  frigate  Ply¬ 
mouth,  which  had  wen  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  Falklands  War, 
was  available.  However,  the 
Liberal  Democrats  then  won 
control  of  the  council  after  an 
election,  campaign  in  which 
they  argued  that  funds  should 
be  spent  on  council  services 
rather  than  redundant  warn 
ships.  The  Warship  Preserva- 
tion  Trust  found  a  mooring  for 
the  Plymouth  at  Birkenhead, 
The  mood  at  Gosport  has 
changed,  now  that  a  bid  with 
Portsmouth  iothe  Millennium 
Fund  has  won  £40  million  for 
the  harbour  to  be  revamped, 
and  the  two  towns  agree  that 
they  want  a  20th -century  war¬ 
ship  for  their  collection.  A 
berth  in  Gosport  could  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  new  harbour, 
with  the  ship  visible  from 
Portsmouth  as  part  of  an  his¬ 
toric  backdrop  including  the 
other  ships.  A  suitable  ship  is 
being  sought,  the  Plymouth 
remaining  a  prime  target. 


Dog  saves  dog  in 
underground  trap 


By  Leyla  Linton 


A  DOG  wearing  an  electronic 
tracking  device  helped  to  res¬ 
cue  a  terrier  trapped  in  an 
underground  maze  of  pipes 
for  more  than  24  hours. 

Rosie,  a  fell  terrier,  had  been 
out  walking  with  Margaret 
Everett  after  Christmas  din¬ 
ner  and  vanished  into  a  Qin- 
wide  drainage  pipe  while 
pursuing  a  rabbit  or  fox.  Mrs 
Everett  and  six  relatives  spent 
nearly  an  hour  calling  and 
whistling  in  vain.  They  re¬ 
turned  to  the  spot  al  Chiches¬ 
ter.  Essex,  seven  rimes  to  look 
for  the  dog. 

Finally,  the  owner  tele¬ 
phoned  the  Fell  and  Moorland 
Working  Terriers  Club,  which 
specialises  in  rescuing  trapped 
dogs.  Dave  Smith,  the  local 
representative,  and  fellow 
member  Date  BuIIen  searched 
for  Rosie  on  Boxing  Day.  They 
fitted  an  electronic  signal  to 
the  collar  of  Vic,  Mr  Button's 
Lakeland  terrier,  before  send¬ 
ing  ir  into  the  drainage  net¬ 


work.  After  about  30  minutes 
of  tracking  the  dog.’s  progress, 
they  realised  Vic  had  come  to  a 
halt  400  yards  from  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  drain.  They  sp«if 
nearly  three  hours  digging 
6*2  ft  down  into  the  frozen 
earth  of  a  field  until  they 
uncovered  the  pipe,  which 
they  split  with  an  axe:  Seconds 
later,  both  dags  scampered 
into  the  daylighL 

Rosie  is  believed  to  have 
-become  trapped  in  a  section 
that  was  too  narrow  to  turn 
round  in.  Mrs  Everett  said:  “I 
was  convinced  she  had  gone 
far  ever.  We  could  not  enjoy 
the  rest  of  Christmas  Day." 

Mr  Smith  usually  uses  the 
location  device  to  trade  dogs 
underground  when  hunting 
faxes.  Mr  Bullen  said:  “Vic  is 
trained  to  follow  a  scent  until 
he  finds  the  source.  Then  he 
simply  lies  down  and  waits  for 
us  to  trace  him.  Rosie  barked 
with  joy  when she  saw  her 
owner.""  , 


Margaret  Everett  with  Rosie,  left,  and  Vic  the  rescuer 


Vicar  casts 
disciples 
as  God 
intended 

By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  COUNTRY  vicar  has  set  his 
flock  talking  with  his  set  of 
explicit  nude  sculptures  of 
Christ's  disciples  on  show 
outside  the  vicarage. 

The  Rev  Toddy  Hoare,  47,  a 
former  art  student  and  mili¬ 
tary  padre,  said:  "People  are 
beginning  to  spark  a  bit  now 
they’ve  seen  them,  but  most  of 
the  comments  have  been 
favourable  and  nobody  has 
suggested  to  me  I've  gone  too 
far. 

“We  are  all  naked  before- 
God.  The  Gospels  tell  us  that 
Peter  was  naked  when  he 
fished.  God  sees  us  as  we  are. 
No  amount  of  dressing  up 
will  cover  that  Some  vicars 
write  commentaries  on  .  the 
Bible  but  I'Ve  made  a  com¬ 
mentary  in  concrete." 

Mr  Hoare,  who  ministers  to 
eight  parishes  near  Thirsfc  in 
North  Yorkshire,  'spent..'  a: 
three-month  sabbatical  creat¬ 
ing  the  eight  6ft  by  3ft  panels 
m  his  studio -adfoining  the 
vicarage  at.  Knayton. ' ' 

One  •  parishioner,  :  Gill 
Mayne  of  nearby  Felixkirk. 
Saidi  "What  these  represent  is 
beyond  me.  J  don’t  tMnk  there 
is  any  necessity  for  exploiting 
nudity  and  especially  full 
frontal  s.  1  am  mystified  why 
they  have  been  done.  They 
certainly  wouldn’t  be  hanging 
in  my  church." 

Mr  Hoare  hopes  to  find  a 
benefactor  to  enable  him  to 
cast  the  sculptures  in  bronze. 
Until  then  he  plans  to  display 
the  panels  in  the  17th-century 
church  of  Michael  and  All 
Angds  at  Cowesby.  “where 
visitors  can  look,  sit,  think 
and  meditate  in  a  quiet  place 
of  worship". 


keyboard  provides  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  group  teaching, 
which  relieves  the  cost  of 
.  private  tuition  oh  the  classical 
'  piano.  But  Mr  Wright  head 
.  of  piano  at  AmplefotthGo  li¬ 
ege.  is  strongly  against  ffefruse 
of  ..electric  keyboards  for 
'.music  teaching.  He  said; 
“There  is  a  great  danger  that 
starting  pupils  off  on  the 
small  keys  and  limited  touch 
of  the  keyboard  makes  it  very 
rirffimlt  to  switch  to  a  piano 
and  be  able  to  produce  a 
reasonable  sound.  We  have 
keyboards  here  to  help  with 
A-levd  music  harmony  les¬ 
sons  and  for  occasional  prac¬ 
tice.  but  I  would  not  dream  of 
teaching  on  them." 

Roger  Durston,  chairman 
of  the  UK  Music -Education 
Council,  said  that  a  study  of 
the  instruments  played  in 
specialist  music  school  en¬ 
trance  examinations  showed 
that  "we  are  definitely  seeing 
a  drop  in  the  number  of 
children  taking  up  the  piano 
among  new  students". 

Sales  figures  compiled  by 
the  Music .  Industry  Associ¬ 
ation  confirm  the  rise  of  the 
keyboard  and  the  detpige  of 
the  traditional  piano  over  the 
period  from  1988  to  1994. 

During  that  time,  the  sales 
of  portable  keyboards,  parts 
and  accessories  have  risen  by 
3.04  per  cent,  compared  with  a 
-drop  of  acoustic  pianos  by  a 
significant  7.14  per  cent  These 
shifts  in  sales  are  mirrored  by 
the  changes  in  relative  cosL 

The  keyboard  may  have 
advantages  other  than  cost 
Hilary  Da  van  Wetton,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music  at  Tonbridge 
School  in  Kent,  said:  The 
keyboard  is  no  substitute  fora 
piana  but  it  is  a  very  good 
doorway  to  the  fan  of  music  in 
its  own  right" 
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Two  men 
held  over 
attack 
pn  widow 

jvvo  men  have  been;  arrested^ 

:]n  connection  with  tire  nrug-~ 

^ging, of  an  elderly  wpmandi. 

•  the  early  hoursof  Boxing  Day*’ 

•-■  The men,  in  their  latetete 
and."  early  20s,  are^ 
questioned  about  the 
Evelyn  Stanford,  S3, 

feii^  .unamscious.and  ble-*^ 

irig  heavily  by  the  roads  T 
fadf  a  mile  from  her-  home  ■ 

Wolverhampton.  ..Mrs  Stan-  , 
ford,  a  widow  who  lives 
is  in  intensive  car& 

A  motorist,  who  had  sear 
her  minutes  eartitt  canying.^ 
bag,  fauna  her  with  the  bs<g* 
missing,  ft  is  not  dear  wby  s&e^ 

■was  in  the  street  at  12.30am. 

Teenager  dies 
after  stabbing 

Two  young  men  were  arrested^-: 
in  the  hunt  for  the  IriHer  of  Lee.;. 
Marshall,  19,  of  Walker.  New?, 
castle  upon  Tyne,  who  died-iny 
hospital  of  stab  wounds.-} 
Meanwhile,  police  in  the  cjQ^gv&g'i 
were  examining  closed  araiif^.^sp’  | 
television  footage  of 'the  Bijggftv-'agS'J 
Market,  where  a  man  .was^jSpjjfe 
shot  dead  on  Christmas  Eva  r 


T 


Murder  remand  ^,§Kj 

Peter-Mocra  the  owner 
a  string.df  .dnernas  m  North  } 'J-gj§gy 
Wales,  Was  remanded  in  cus~if 
■tpctyfey  magistrates  in  Cotwyn  v; 

Bay  .charged-wstfititfi  murder. 
of  -an  unidentified  man 
September.  He  already  faces 
two  other  murder  charges:  ‘ 

Hostage  charge  j 

Gariy  Lynch,  33,  of  Henley-  ’ : 
on-Thames.  Oxfordshire,  who  . 
is  charged  with  unlawfully  "  rv, 
imprisoning  a  police  officer 
his  own  station  on  Christmas  'yr 
Eve  and  possessing  a  knife.  Vi' 7]  J- 
was  remanded  in  custody  bJrT 
Oxford  magistrates.  :  A  At' 

Trains  disrupted  ' 

Train  services  to  and  from  the  • 

West  Country  were  disrupted  ;V 
yesterday  after  a  coach  leaving- 
Temple  Meads  station  in  Bris-  7.' 
tol  was  derailed  The  third,  i- 
caitiage  erf  the  Leeds  to  ’Ply-  . 
mouth  trainremained  upright ... 
arid  nobody  was  injured.  ‘ 

Well  read 

A- book  has  been  returned  63.  ‘ 
years  late  to  a  library  in  north  ; 

London.  Patrick  Lovelock.  70,  ; 
found  the  Manual  of  Physical  • ; 
Training  J931  while  rederarat-  •,  j 
ing.  The  senior  librarian  was  * . 
so  glad  to  see  if  he  waived  the^i  i 
£350  fine  . 

.  _i 

Cold  night  out  ; 

Paddy  Faherty.  54-  of  Clad-  ; 
dagh,  Co  Gafway,  was  in  hos-  j 
pital  after  spending  a  night  at  ;*  • 
sea  in  hisoirrach.  airadition-r  ’  - 
al  open  boat  A  search  Was./-', 
started  when  he  failed  to!  ; 
return  on  Boxing  Day,  but  her _i ' 
turned  up  the  next  morning.  ’■ 
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"How  could  anyone 
leave  poor  Gypsy  to 

suffer  like  this?" 

* .  . 


“When  we  found  her  she  was  in  an  unbelievable  state, 
bedraggled,  covered  in  buns  and  lice,  fall  of  worms  and 
suffering  from  severe  emaciation  and  dehydration.  It  was 

very  probable  that  she  had  been  in  foal  and  had  recently 

aborted  She  is  the  worst  case  of  horse  cruelty  I  have 
ever  seen.  • 

Wb  were  determined  to  save  her.  After  12  months 
of  careful  rehabilitation  at  the  BLPH,  Gypsy  made  a  full  ' 
recovery.  It's  lucky  we  found  her  in  time.  It’s  horrific  that 
suffering  like  this  stiB  occurs  in  Britain.” 


V  ■  . 

\> 


Head  Girl. 

ILPH  Rest  &.  Rehabilitation  Centre,  Norfolk. 
Claire  Chapman  is  one  of  tte  fl.fi  fl  Centre  Head  Girts  of  the 


work  with  a  donation.  Compete  and post  coupon  or  phone  our 

credit  card  line  089?  311511 


I^To:  InrtexnatioBaf  ijtegoer tor  the  Protection  oTHorses, 

Anne  Colvin  HooseiSoeflertOn,  Norfolk,  NKJU>  ZUR. 
I..  ...  ..  _ _ _ _ .  .,rv  •  *  •  ~~i 


1 1  enclose  a 

■  IPIt^maksmques/wparaoietaiLnri  :  r 

!  To  donate  by  credit  card  please  phone  our  24  hour  credit 
I  card  line  0891 311511  . 

I  Name. 
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FIAT  BRAVO.  FIAT  BRAVA.  A  CHOICE 

NOT  A  COMPROMISE. 


When  we  designed  the  Bravo  and  the  Brava,  we 
started  from  scratch.  We  didn't  just  build  a  hatch¬ 
back  and  then  try  to  squeeze  in  two  more  doors. 

Instead,  we  asked  our  designers  to  build  the 
sportiest- three  door  car  they  could  and  then,  when 
they’d  finished,  to  build  the  roomiest  five  door 
model. 

And  they  did.  What’s  more,  they  won  Car  Of  The 
\fear,  1996.  In  the  words  of  Autocar,  ‘Every  rival  in 
the  class  has  instantly  moved  down  a  peg/* 

The  Brava  is  one  of  the  quietest, 
most  comfortable  cars  in  its  class. 
Inside,  there’s  an  elegant  and  ergonomic 

•MB  MUO  fMT  MUM 

layout.  Outside,  a  suspension  that's 


tuned  for  smoothness  and  stability  even  when  the 
unexpected  happens. 

Drive  the  family  on  a  long  stretch  of  motorway 
and  the  sheer  tranquillity  of  the  car  makes  the 
journey  seem  shorter. 

The  Bravo,  on  the  other  hand,  has  tighter 
suspension  and  the  lightest,  nimblest  steering  you 
could  wish  for,  keeping  the  car  agile  and  composed 
even  on  the  most  tortuous  mountain  road. 

Whichever  car  you  choose,  you  can  opt  for  either 
the  12-valve  1.4  litre  or  the  16-valve  1.8  litre  engine, 
both  of  which  are  a  totally  new  modular  design. 
The  Brava  is  also  available  with  a  new  16-valve,  1.6 
litre  engine. 


The  Bravo  and  Brava  are  proof  that  the  highly 
functional  can  also  be  seriously  good  fun. 

Of  course,  they  have  all  the  latest  safety 
features.  Driver’s  airbag,  a  third  rear  brake  light, 
rigid  safety  cells  and  anti-submarining  seats.  (In  the 
event  of  an  accident  they  reduce  the  chances  of  you 
sliding  under  your  seat  belt.) 

The  Bravo  costs  £10,102.  on  the  road,  while  the 
Brava  costs  from  £10,448.+ 

For  more  information,  call  0800  71  7000  or 
http:/  /www.its.it/Fiat-Bravo-Brava  on  the  Internet. 

Our  designers  didn’t  compromise  when  they  built 
these  cars.  So  you  don’t  have  to  compromise  when 
you  buy  one. 
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DRIVEN  BY  PASSION 

•AUTOCAR  31.12.  *.  ON  THE  ROAD  PRICES  FOR  CARS  SHOWN:  HAT  BRAVO  U  HLX  £13091.55 “**  T°  ^  *T  6  ’W™S'  M  ^ 
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Novice  spends  $7m 


to  challenge 
Dole  in  party  race 


tycoons 


Fkom  James  Pringle 

in  PEKING 


From  Martov  Fletcher  in  Washington 


STEVE  FORBES,  the  publish¬ 
ing  tycoon,  has  climbed  into 
second  place  behind  Robert 
Dole  in  the  rare  for  the 
Republican  presidential  nomi¬ 
nation. 

Since  entering  the  fray  in 
late  September,  the  48-year- 
old  political  novice  has  poured 
more  than  $7  million  (£4.5 
million)  of  his  personal  for¬ 
tune  into  saturation  advertis¬ 
ing  and  is  the  only  one  of  the 
nine  Republican  candidates 
whose  support  is  noticeably 
increasing. 

The  latest  poll  in  New 
Hampshire,  site  of  the  first 
primary  on  February  20,  rives 
Mr  Dole  35  per  cent  and  Mr 
Forbes  16.  with  none  of  the 
other  seven  candidates  in  dou¬ 
ble  figures. 

He  is  untelegenic,  a  low-key 
speaker  and  a  purveyor  of 
distinctly  unorthodox  ideas, 
but  recent  polls  put  him 
narrowly  ahead  of  the  pack  in 
Iowa,  which  holds  the  first 
significant  caucuses  on  Febru¬ 
ary  12-  He  is  also  doing  well  in 
Delaware  and  Arizona  which 
have  very  early  contests. 

Tliis  is  galling  for  Phil 
Gramm,  the  Texas  senator 
who  has  spent  roughly  $15 
million  to  date  but  remains  in 
single  figures.  It  is  infuriating 
for  Lamar  Alexander,  the  for¬ 
mer  Tennessee  Governor 
whose  support  barely  exceeds 
most  polls’  margin  of  error 
despite  more  rhan  a  year  of 


non-stop  campaigning.  Mr 
Dole  is  the  only  candidate  who 
views  Mr  Forbes’S  rise  with 
equanimity.  He  shares  the 
universal  view  that  his  closest 
rival  could  never  won  the 
nomination,  but  is  preventing 
Mr  Gramm  or  Mr  Alexander 
from  emerging  as  the  dear 
alternative  to  Mr  Dole,  thus 
tightening  the  Senate  leader’s 
hold  on  the  nomination. 

Mr  Forbes  is  the  grandson 
of  a  Scottish  immigrant  and 
collects  the  original  papers  of 
Winston  Churchill  as  a  hobby. 
He  inherited  a  business  pub¬ 
lishing  empire  and  a  keen 
sense  of  fun  from  his  flamboy¬ 
ant  father  Malcolm,  who  died 
in  1990  six  months  after  throw- 


Forbes:  ready  to  spend 
at  least  $25  million 


ing  a  $2  million  70th  birthday 
party  in  Morocco. 

Mr  Forbes  has  already 
spent  more  on  advertisements 
in  Iowa  than  any  other  presi¬ 
dential  candidate  ever,  and 
more  than  all  1988*5  13  candi¬ 
dates  combined,  but  insists 
that  the  blitz  is  working  only 
because  his  message  reso¬ 
nates.  While  his  Republican 
rivals  all  talk  of  the  need  to  cut 
spending  and  eliminate  the 
deficit,  Mr  Forbes  preaches 
the  old  supply-side  optimism 
of  the  Reagan  era. 

He  would  scrap  the  present 
tax  code  entirely,  replacing  it 
with  a  single  1?  per  cent  “flat 
tax”  payable  by  all  (this  would 
personally  save  him  an  esti¬ 
mated  $128,000  a  year).  He 
would  tie  the  dollar  to  the  gold 
standard,  arguing  that  infla¬ 
tion  and  interest  rates  would 
tumble.  He  wants  to  devolve 
responsibility  not  just  to  the 
states,  as  Newt  Gingrich,  the 
House  Speaker,  aims  to  do, 
but  wherever  possible  to  the 
individual. 

Mr  Forbes  believes  that 
Washington's  power  and  cor¬ 
ruption  derives  from  its  ability 
to  manipulate  the  complex  tax 
code.  ■’Ills  time  to  remove  the 
dead  weight  of  Washington 
and  let  the  American  economy 
run  free,”  he  says. 

Friends  say  Mr  Forbes  is 
having  the  time  of  his  life  and 
is  prepared  in  spend  at  least 
$25  million  on  his  campaign. 


South  Korean  stock  dealers  applaud  amid  fluttering  buying  and  selling  order  sheets  during  the  ceremonial 


dosing  of  another  year’s  trading  at  the  Stock 


ering  buying  and  selling  order  sheets  during  the  ceremoma 
Exchange  Market  bufldmg  in  the  capital,  Seoul,  yesterday 


Gun-toting  grandmother  wages 
battle  for  right  to  bear  arms 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


Hooligan  fans  lower  Giants 


From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  York 


HOOLIGANISM,  of  a  sort, 
has  reached  American  foot¬ 
ball.  Fans  at  a  New  York 
Giants  game,  despairing  of 
their  team's  poor  perfor¬ 
mance,  started  a  snowball 
fight.  Fifteen  people  were 
arrested,  175  were  ejected  from 
the  stadium,  and  national 
shame  ensued. 

Owing  to  the  hard  texture  of 
the  snow,  the  initially  playful 
fight  proved  more  dangerous 
than  the  action  on  the  pitch 
between  the  Giants  and  the 
San  Diego  Chargers.  Fifteen 
people  were  injured,  a  tele¬ 


vision  cameramen  took  a 
glancing  blow  to  the  arm,  and 
die  referees  were  pelted  re¬ 
peatedly.  One  ran  for  cover. 

Eveiy  time  die  Chargers 
looked  as  though  they  might 
score,  the  air  became  thick 
with  white  bombs,  hurled 
from  the  Giants'  end.  One  or 
two  Chargers  fans  were  tempt¬ 
ed  to  respond  with  snowballs 
of  their  own.  Sid  Brooks,  a 
member  of  die  Chargers*  man¬ 
agement.  fell  to  the  ground 
unconscious  when  a  snowball 
hit  him  on  the  head. 

Officials  of  the  National 


Football  League  reacted  swift¬ 
ly.  Seventy-five  season  ticket 
holders  have  had  their  passes 
confiscated  after  being  identi¬ 
fied  as  culprits  and  a  reward 
of  $1,000  (E653)  has  been 
offered  for  information  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  arrest  of  one 
thrower,  photographed  mid¬ 
toss.  Those  ejected  from  the 
stadium  included  a  lawyer,  a 
schoolmaster,  a  retired  senior 
police  officer  and  a  stockbro¬ 
ker.  Confiscation  of  a  season 
ticket  is  a  harsh  sanction,  as 
there  is  a  long  waiting  list  for 
membership. 


BEFORE  breakfast  Marion 
Hammer  decides  whether  to 
pack  a  slender  Colt  38  Defec¬ 
tive  Special  or  a  chunkier 
Benda  9mm.  The  routine  has 
changed  little  now  she  is  at 
the  helm  of  one  of  America's 
most  powerful  lobbies. 

"What  gun  I  cany  really 
depends  on  what  I'm  wearing 
and  what  purse  I'm  carrying 
that  day,”  says  Mrs  Hammer, 
the  first  female  president  of 
the  National  Rifle  Association 
in  its  125-year  history.  At  56. 
the  diai/hsmoking  grand¬ 
mother  is  a  far  cry  from  the 
liberal  stereotype  of  an  NRA 
member. 

The  death  of  Thomas 
Washington,  her  moderate 
predecessor  who  sought  to 
muffle  the  33  million-strong 
organisation's  controversial 
anti-gun  control  message,  has 
brought  Mrs  Hammer  to  join 
Tanya  Metaska  —  chief  NRA 


lobbyist  since  1994  —  in 
building  the  most  determined 
and  uncompromising  defence 
of  Ate  Second  Amendment 
right  to  bear  arms. 

"Some  people  may  say  I'm 
a  woman  in  a  man's  job.  but 
they  are  wrong,”  said  Mrs 
Hammer  at  NRA  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Fairfax.  Virginia.  “I  am 
a  woman  in  a  patriot’s  job. 
freedom  is  gender-neutral." 

Just  4ft  Uin,  Mrs  Hammer 
first  shot  a  gun  on  her 
grandfather’s  farm  when  five 
and  became  an  activist  after 
the  Gun  Control  Act  was 
signed  in  1968.  building  a 
reputation  among  opponents 
as  "Florida’s  Number  One 
Gun  Nut". 

Ten  years  ago,  she  was 
followed  into  a  Florida  car 
park  late  one  night  by  six 
youths  who  threatened  to 
rape  and  kill  her.  “They  were 
earning  bottles  which  they 


Hammer:  arrived  as 
NRA  faces  crossroads 


were  going  to  use  on  me.  so  I 
reached  into  my  purse  and 
pulled  out  my  gun.  One 
screamed  *the  bitch  has  a  gun’ 
and  they  just  fled-” 


She  has  arrived  in  Fairfax 
at  an  important  time  for  the 
NRA.  which  suffered  wither¬ 
ing  attacks  and  failing  sup¬ 
port  when  a  membership 
letter,  sent  before  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  bombing  in  April, 
was  leaked  to  the  media. 

President  Clinton  seized  on 
its  portrayal  of  federal  law 
enforcement  agents  as  "jack- 
booted  government  thugs"  as 
evidence  that  the  organisation 
fomented  the  type  of  hatred 
that  led  to  the  blast,  which 
killed  169  adults  and  children. 
Former  President  George 
Bush  resigned  his  lifetime 
NRA  membership  in  disgust 

But  by  citing  the  1993  Waco 
siege  and  the  siege  of  a  white 
separatists'  Idaho  cabin  as 
examples  of  federal  agents 
running  amok.  Mrs  Hammer 
and  her  allies  won  over¬ 
whelming  national  confer¬ 
ence  support. 


CHINA  will  name  today 
the  150  men  and  wmnen.it.; 
has  selected  to  transform  - 
the  British  colony  of  Hang  v 
Kong  into  a  Chinese  Spe-; 
dal  Administrative  .  .Re-  =' 

'  gion.  News  reports” 
indicated  last  night  thar 
those  chosen,  while  repre-  *■ 
soiling  the  colony's  fast'  ’. 
ness  elite,  will  exclude  , 
members  of  its  Jaj^sf - 
political  party-  .  r'Tv 

The  preparatory- edinr7- 
mittee  will  establish  the 
government  wm^jr^fitj^ 
take  over  at  midraght  ijn'_- 
June  30, 1997.  andwiflateo^ 
decide  hew  to  selecTfive  - 
first  chief  executive  to  Stey  - 
over  from  Chns  Fatten,  the 
British  Governor.  and.aJso 
a  provisional  legislature  fars 
assume  power  from  the  • 
elected  political  body  Chit 
na  has  said  it  will  ignores  A 

Among  the  names,  a  . 
who’s  who  of  rich  Hong 
Kong  business  tycoons, 
are  property  magnates  Li 
Ka-shing,  and  Lee  Shau-x 
kee,  who  are  regarded  as 
the  territory’s  wealthiest 
men,  according  to  Chinese 
sources.  The  majority  —  94 
members  —  were  from 
■  Hong  Kong,  in  keeping; 
with  Peking’s  dictum  of. 
"Hong  Kong  people  ruling 
Hong  Kong”. 

Up  to  34  of  that- list  were 
business  representatives. 
Absent,  however,  are  rep:  - 
resentatives  of  British-ori¬ 
ented  firms  such  as  Swire 
Pacific  and  the  Hongkong  . 
and  Shanghai  Banking 
Corporation,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Democratic- 
Party,  who  despite  success’ 
in  September's  legislative 
polls  are  regarded  by  Pe¬ 
king  as  subversives. 

Fourteen  members  oF 
the  colony's  60-member 
Legislative  Council  were 
named,  according  to  the 
list  carried  by  the  well- 
informed  Chinese-lan- 
guage  newspaper  Ming 
Poo,  but  these  did  not 
include  members  of  the 
Democratic  Party.  Former 
dvii  servants  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  academic, 
religious  and  rural  organ¬ 
isations  are  in  the  list 
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Leading  article,  page  15 


Get  down  to  business  with  the  Dell  Dimension  P75f  PC  package.  Its  unbeatable. 
It  comes  pre-loaded  and  ready-to-run  with  Microsoft®  Windows  and  Office  ‘95 
software.  So  its  quick  and  hassle  free  making  it  ideal  for  the  office  environment. 
And.  as  you'd  expect  from  Dell,  you  get  all  the  back-up  you  need  from  our  Openline1" 
Hardware  Technical  Support  available  throughout  the  life  of  your  system.  Call  us 

today  on  01344  720000. 
You  simply  won't  find 
a  better  value  business 
solution. 


A 


heavyweight 


Designed  (or 


PC  package 


Microsoft* 


sw 


Windows  95 


pentiumr 


at  a 


lightweight 


price 


£1,099 

(£1,320.70  ind 
delivery  +  VAT) 


•  INTEL  75MH*  PENTIUM3  PROCESSOR  •  8Mb  EDO  RAM  •  1 5"  DISKETTE  DRIVE 

•  «5Mb  HAW  DRIVE  •  INTEGRATED  firf-BtTPCI  LOCAL  BUS  VIDEO  WITH  I  Mb  VIDEO 
MEMORY  •  J 5" COLOUR  SVGA  MDWTDfl  **PQ  AND  3  ISA  EXPANSION  SLOTS  II  SHARED* 

•  MID-SIZED  DESKTOP  CHASSIS  •  QUAD  SPEED  CD-ROM  DRIVE  •  MICROSOFT  OFFICE  95 

•  MICROSOFT  WINDOWS  95  *  DELL  MOUSE,  KEYBOARD 
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Policemen 


in  cult  did 


the  killing 


Grenoble:  Two  French  police¬ 
men  were  responsible  for  the 
massacre  that  left  16  members 
of  the  Order  of  the  Solar 
Temple  dead  in  France  Last 
week,  it  emerged  yesterday 
(Adam  Sage  writes). 

The  policemen,  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  cult,  shot  14  other 
cult  followers,  including  three 
children,  before  turning  the 
guns  on  themselves.  Jcan- 
Francois  Lora  ns.  the  prosecu¬ 
tor  here,  said.  The  charred 
bodies  were  found  in  a  forest 
on  Saturday,  a  year  after  53 
members  of  the  sect  died  in 
Switzerland  and  Canada. 


Peking  declares  war  on  porn 


-i 


a 


By  James  Pringle 


THEY  are  thrust  at  you  in 
central  Peking.  CD-Roms  fea¬ 
turing  lurid  pictures  of  scanti¬ 
ly  dressed  women  and  bearing 
the  words,  still  rather  shock¬ 
ing  to  see  in  Communist 
China,  in  explicit  Anglo-Saxon 
terms. 

Nowadays,  pornography  is 


freely  available  in  the  Chinese 
capital.  But  all  that  may  soon 
change,  if  the  Chinese  Cus¬ 
toms  Department  is  to  be 
believed.  Yesterday,  officials 
were  reported  to  have  pledged 
to  intensity  efforts  to  stop  the 
influx  of  “moral  toxin”.  From 
January  until  last  month,  the 
China  Daily  reported, 
560,000  items  were  seized,  up 


69  per  cent  over  the  1994 
period.  In  Canton,  1,187  at¬ 
tempts  at  smuggling  high-tech 
pom  were  thwarted. 

“This  dirty  media,  if  not 
forcibly  curbed,  could  pollute 
the  soda]  environment,  poison 
youngsters  and  damage  social 
stability  by  inducing  more 
crimes."  a  customs  report 
said. 


Wei  appeal 


Peking:  China's  Higher  Peo¬ 
ple's  Court  is  due  to  hear  Wei 
Jingsheng's  appeal  against  a 
14-year  jail  term  for  conspira¬ 
cy  today,  shortly  after  a  White 
Paper  hailed  “great  advances 
in  human  rights".  (Reuter) 


Koreans  jailed 


Seoul:  A  South  Korean  father 
and  son  who  owned  a  depart¬ 
ment  store  here  which  col¬ 
lapsed  in  June,  killing  more 
than  500  people,  were  jailed 
for  ten  and  seven  years  for 
criminal  negligence.  (Reuter) 


Pole  to  poles 


Warsaw:  Marek  Kaminski,  a 
Palish  adventurer,  has  be¬ 
come  the  first  person  to  hike  to 
the  North  and  South  Poles  in 
the  same  year.  A  Norwegian 
earlier  reached  both  poles,  but 
in  different  years.  (AP) 


Algiers  shoot-out 


Algiers:  Two  policemen,  one 
soldier  and  two  Islamic  activ¬ 
ists  were  killed  in  a  shoot-out 
in  Algiers  after  the  militants 
tried  to  rob  a  shop.  A  police¬ 
man  and  two  civilians  were 
injured.  (AFP) 


Chemicals  held 


Amman:  Jordan  has  seized  a 
large  consignment  of  toxic 
chemicals  and  a  machine  for 
making  missile  parts  bound 
fur  Iraq  in  violation  of  United 
Nations  sanctions,  its  Foreign 
Ministry  said.  (Reuter) 


Renewing  your  home  insurance 
in  December,  January  and  February  ? 


If  you’re  50  or  over, 
just  see  how  much 
you  can  save  with 
Saga  -  call  us  NOW! 


You  will  know  how  expensive 
home  insurance  can  be  -  thankfully, 
if  you’re  aged  50  or  over  you  can 
benefit  from  Saga  Homecare  -  a 
superior  household  insurance  that’s 
only  available  to  mature,  responsible 
people  like  you. 

Because  of  this.  Saga  Homecare 
can  offer  you  genuine  savings  over 
other  policies,  while  giving  you 
cover  that  fully  protects  your 
home  and  possessions. 


The  Saga  Price  Promise 


>  Exclusively  for  people 
aged  SO  or  over. 


-  Cover  is  - 
comprehensive  and 
low  cost 


Free  pen  with  your 
quotation. 


Low  Excesses. 


If  you  find  another  comparable 
policy  at  a  lower  price  within  2 
months  of  taking  out  Saga 
Homecare,  we’ll  refund  you  the 
difference. 


SAGA 


Services  Ltd 


Saga  Services  Ltd,  FREEPOST  731 
Middelburg  Square,  Folkestone  CT20  IAZ 


&XW  Sorrier  Uti  wouM  la  send  you  mkjmxflon  sfcou! 

provided  by  other  Saja  canvar»«  and  rrwy  pass  daate  to  tHw 
oonparuos  io  enable  than  loda  w. 


Call  us  today! 


For  your  free  ' 
no  obligation 
quote  simply  call 
os  on  the  number 
below.  We  will 
be  pleased.to  , 


answer  any  questions  you 
have  on  Saga  Homecare. 


0800 

414  525 


ext.2087 


Lines  open  Monday  to  Friday 
9am  -  6pm,  Saturdays  9am  -  tpm 


And  why  not  ask  us  about  our  competitive 
•*’  MOTOR  INSURANCE 
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AMERICA  9 


Easy  riders  join  rush  west  to  high-speed  Montana 


Montana,  the  fourth 
biggest  state  and 
one  of  America's 
emptiest,  has  scrapped  speed 
limits  on  its  main  roads.  Not 
everyone  is  happy.  “Made  us 
the  joke  of  the  nation," 
Darrick  Wakefield,  a  High¬ 
way  Patrol  Officer,  said  in  hi 
Ford  Crown  Victoria  patrol 
car.  As  he  spoke,  a  Chevrolet 
Camara  screamed  past  at 
95m ph.  its  speed  flashing  up 
on  the  Ford's  traffic  monitor. 
Regret  twitched  under  Mr 
Wakefield's  nostrils. 

The  end  of  the  federal 
55mph  limit  has  not  only 
quickened  paces  and  reduced 
journey  times  across  Mon¬ 
tana’s  vast  wilderness,  but  has 
also  brought  death,  impu¬ 
dence  and  an  influx  of  out-of- 
state  speed  maniacs.  When  the 
federal  limit  disappeared  bn 
December  8,  most  state  gov¬ 
ernments  set  new  ones,  but  in 
Montana,  in  daytime,  there  is 
now  no  official  maximum 
speed  for  cars  and  vans. 

The  police  saw  an  immedi¬ 
ate  effect:  three  fatal  crashes 
around  the  state’s  main  town 
of  Billings  (population  80.000) 
and  one  serious  injuiy.  Enth¬ 
usiasts  on  the  East  Coast 
meanwhile  wrote  to  ask  if  they 
could  bring  their  sports  cars  to 
Montana  for  a  rally  down  the 
interstate.  A  Porsche  driver 
out  west  was  said  to  be 
boasting  that  he  drove  the  350 
miles  from  Missoula  to 
Billings  in  less  than  three 
hours. 

In  homage  to  Germany’s 
limit-free  motorways,  adrena¬ 
lin  junkies  are  talking  of  die 
“Montanabahn”.  Quite  a 
bahn  it  is,  too.  From  the 
Birterroots  Mountains  near 
Idaho  to  the  Custer  National 
Forest  on  the  Dakota  borders. 
Port  of  Wild  Horse  in  the 
north  to  Clark  Canyon  in  the 
south,  deserted  roads  stretch 
to  the  horizon,  boarded  by 
white  peaks  and  foaming 
creeks.  If  ever  a  land  was 
made  for  full  throttle,  this  is  it 
Montana  is  attracting  easy 
riders  from  other  states  who 
rev  up  the  moment  they  cross 
the  stale  line.  On  Interstate  90. 

1  was  overtaken  by  two  Ford 
Mustangs  racing  each  other, 
their  huge  engines  quivering 
with  the  effort  of  hitting  a 
three-figure  speed. 

The  lack  of  a  limit  matches 
Montana's  libertarian  in¬ 
stincts.  Since  the  days  of  the 


Drivers  around  the  US  are  being  drawn  to 
the  %Montanabahns\  where  the  scrapping 
of  the  speed  limit  has  raised  safety  fears . 
Quentin  Letts follows  in  their  slipstream 


- 


19th  century'  outlaws  “Rattle¬ 
snake"  Jack  and  “liver  Eat¬ 
ing"  Johnson  (he  liked  Sioux 
offal),  the  stale  has  had  its 
share  of  wild  folk. 

To  the  north  of  Billings  there 
now  live  the  “Freedom  men  of 
Montana",  an  anti-federal  mi¬ 
litia  whose  members  refuse  to 
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pay  taxes  or  carry  driving 
licences.  At  Desperados  coun¬ 
try  music  bar  on  the  outskirts 
of  Billings,  a  ranch  hand 
called  Jo  said  it  was  “time  to 
chuck  ass  on  the  highways 

Teenage  drivers  whooped  at 
the  dismantling  of  the  road¬ 
side  speed  signs,  but  one  of 
those  early  fatalities  resulted 
from  a  schoolgirl  driving  past 
a  Stop  sign  at  high  speed.  Mr 
Wakefield  added  that  speed 
offences  used  to  allow  the 
police  to  pull  over  shifty- 
looking  motorists.  He  once 
apprehended  a  gang  of  armed 
robbers  that  way.  "Now  we're 
walking  on  eggshells  when  we 
stop  people.”  he  said.  “People 
in  Montana  think  they  have 
more  rights  than  elsewhere.” 

"Shorty"  Spang,  a  Ford 
sales  manager  in  Billings,  said 
that  he  hoped  to  sell  “a  few 
more  Mustang  GTs"  but  at  a 
coffee  shop  in  Laurel,  four 
farmers  expressed  safety  fears. 
“Modern  cars  are  not  strong 
enough  for  90  miles  an  hour.” 
said  Bob  Miller  from  under  a 
broad  cowboy  hat. 

Wild  animals  are  a  road 
hazard  in  the  American  West 
Deer,  elk,  moose  and  wild 
horses  wander  freely.  If  struck 
by  a  lorry  only  the  animals  are 
killed,  but  hit  one  in  a  car  at  I 
1  OOmph  and  you  will  need  ! 
more  than  a  new  windscreen.  I 


Horsepower  heaven 
in  Custer  country 


THE  fastest  vehicle  on  offer  at 
the  Billings  airport  car  hire 
desk  was  a  Mercury  Mys¬ 
tique.  a  moderately  brisk  se¬ 
dan  whose  British  equivalent 
might  be  a  Ford  Mondeo  or  a 
Peugeot  405  (Quentin  Letts 
writes).  The  assistant  said  that 
everything  else  had  been  rent¬ 
ed  out  —  perhaps  I  was  not 
tiie  only  one  visiting  Montana 
to  speed. 

The  •  Mercury’s  16- valve; 
two-litre  engine  felt  comfort¬ 
able  at  90mph,  but  with  some 
coaxing  it  produced  a  top 
speed  of  H5mph  on  'a  long. 


straight,  gloriously  empty 
stretch  of  road  west  of  Little 
Big  Horn,  the  site  of  Caster's 
last  stand. 

Montana’s  roads  generally 
have  far  less  traffic  than  the 
German  autobahn  or  French 
A  and  B  roads.  However, 
Highway  Patrol  officers  can 
still  issue  a  ticket  to  those 
driving  dangerously  or  with 
undue  regard  for  fellow  mo¬ 
torists.  West  of  Billings  are 
lands  once  known  by  Indians 
as  “sacred  hunting  grounds". 
Some  police  still  see  them  in 
much  the  same  way. 


SENSATIONAL 
savings  plus  FREE 
soft  furnishings. 


ONLY  THE  FIRST  50  CUSTOMERS  TO  ORDER  *  COMPLETE 
BEDROOM  IN  THE  STRACHAN  SALE  WILL  GET 
FREE  CO-ORDINATED  SOFT  FURNISHINGS.  IT’S  AN 
UNMISSABLE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  GET  A  BEAUTIfUL  PITTED 
BEDROOM,  MAKE  A  SENSATIONAL  SAVING 
AND  GET  TREE  CARPETS  AND  FABRICS  INTO  THE 
BARGAIN-’ PLANNING  AND  DESIGN.  IS  FREE. 

WRITE  OR  PHONE  FOR  FULL  DETAILS.  BUT  HURRY. 


BUY  NOW  PAY  JUNE* 


for  brochure  and  sale 

DETAILS  PHONE  NOW  ON 

—  0113  239  0777  — 


STRACHAN 


DIRECT  FROM  OUR  WORKROOM 
•  •  TO  YOUR  BEDROOM. 

Straehao,  FREEPOST, 
Horsforth,  Leeds  L$i8+YY. 

*IO»  DtroMT.  NOTHING. TV«TKUTO  HI  UNTIL  |UNI 

'  .-mi  X4.IV.  uanu  eirnrr  «■*»(■-  wiotoi  Mthu  m  «««■ 


Slow-moving  vehicles  are  also 
a  danger.  Lorries  must  still 
observe  the  old  speed  Ifrnit, 
and  elderly  drivers  in  their 
low-slung  lincolns  present  ob¬ 
stacles  for  fast vehicles. 

The  police  have  not  given  up 
entirely.  Reckless  driving  is 
still  illegal,  and  that  can 
include  exceeding  your  car’s 
capabilities.  Mr  Wakefield 
wrote  out  a  $70  (£.44)  ticket  to 
Mikel  Tulp,  a  student  driving 
at  96mph  in  a  small  Hyundai. 
A  bigger  car  would  probably 
not  have  been  stopped.  Failure 
to  slow  for  accidents  or  blind 
spots  will  also  lead  to  tickets. 

For  all  the  safety  fears,  the 
new  speed  code  has  given 
Montana  a  certain  stylistic 
dash.  It  has  increased  interest 
in  a  state  wrongly  considered 
dull,  and  there  is  something 
undeniably  wonderful  about 
pressing  your  shoe  to  the  floor 
and  hearing  the  pistons  rattle 
at  115mph.  Montana  has  dis¬ 
covered  the  modern  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  “yee-hi!"  dust- 
stirring  stagecoach  gallop, 
and  it  is  fun. 

Letters,  page  15 
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Quentin  Letts  cakes  a 


break  from  driving  through  the  wide  open  spaces  in  Montana,  where  he  cruised  legally  in  his  rented  car  at  115  mph 
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West  Bank  city  of  Ramallah  transferred  to  Palestinians  ahead  of  schedule 


Clinton  optimistic 
as  Syrians  reopen 
talks  with  Israelis 

From  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington  and  Ross  Dunn  in  Jerusalem 


ISRAELI  and  Syrian  negotia¬ 
tors  yesterday  launched  a  new 
round  of  peace  talks  at  a 
bucolic  retreat  on  Maryland's 
eastern  shore,  and  American 
officials  were  optimistic  that 
the  Middle  East's  most  impla¬ 
cable  foes  could  reach  an 
initial  peace  agreement  by 
mid-spring. 

The  talks  began  as  Israel 
transferred  control  of  the  Arab 
city-  nf  Ramallah  to  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Authority,  completing  a 
redeployment  of  troops  on  the 
West  Bank  one  day  ahead  of 
schedule. 

The  American  Administra¬ 
tion  sees  the  talks  as  the  start 
of  the  final  drive  towards  a 
oamp  re  hens  ive  Middle  East 
peace,  and  President  Clinton 
said  he  believed  the  peace 
process  that  began  after  the 
Gulf  War  could  be  completed 
in  the  “fairly  near  term". 

Syria  and  Israel  remain 
divided  on  the  terms  of  Israel’s 
withdrawal  from  the  Golan 
Heights,  territory  it  captured 
in  I9u7.  but  Washington  has 
been  encouraged  by  recent 
private  and  public  statements 
by  Shimon  Peres,  the  Israeli 


New  York:  Yassir  Arafat, 
leader  of  the  Palestine  Lib¬ 
eration  Organisation,  has 
been  ordered  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  in  an  American  court . 
over  the  1985  Achi/le  Laura 
hijacking.  A  US  travel  agen¬ 
cy  which  booked  passen¬ 
gers  on  the  ill-fated  cruise  is 
suing  the  PLO  for  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  hijacking,  dur¬ 
ing  which  a  wheelchair- 
bound  passenger  was  shot 
and  thrown  overboard. 


Prime  Minister,  and  President 
Assad  of  Syria. 

The  talks  broke  off  six 
months  ago  over  Israel's  de¬ 
mand  to  keep  an  early  warn¬ 
ing  system  on  the  Golan 
Heights  to  guard  against  a 
surprise  Syrian  attack.  Nego¬ 
tiations  reopened  yesterday  at 
the  Wye  Plantation,  a  stately 
old  southern  mansion  an  hour 
from  Washington.  The  delega¬ 
tions  were  lea  by  Uri  Savir. 
director-general  of  the  Israeli 
Foreign  Ministry,  and  Walid 
al-Moualem.  Syria's  Amba¬ 
ssador  to  Washington.  The 


talks  were  guided  by  Dennis 
Ross,  the  State  Department's 
Middle  East  expert 

The  talks  will  be  adjourned 
tomorrow  and  resume  next 
week  after  the  negotiators 
have  reported  back  to  their 
governments.  Warren  Chris¬ 
topher.  the  Secretary  of  State, 
is  scheduled  to  return  to  the 
Middle  East  on  January  10. 

At  the  Ramallah  hand-over 
ceremony,  Gabi  Ophir.  the 
Israeli  military  commander 
on  the  West  Bank,  wished  his 
Palestinian  counterpart  suc¬ 
cess  in  maintaining  security 
for  all  residents,  including 
Israelis  who  live  near  by. 

Ahmed  Tibi,  an  adviser  to 
Yassir  Arafat,  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organisation  lead¬ 
er,  soughr  to  allay  the  fears  of 
Israelis  that  cities  such  as 
Ramallah  would  become 
bases  for  terrorist  attacks 
against  Jews. 

□  Editor  held:  PLO  security 
forces  have  arrested  Maher  al- 
Alami,  an  editor  at  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  newspaper  al-Quds.  for 
not  printing  a  report  about  Mr 
Arafat  on  the  front  page, 
journalists  reported.  (Reuter) 


Elusive  Golan 

deal  is  key 
to  wider  peace 

From  Ross  Dunn  in  Jerusalem 


Palestinian  youths  in  Ramallah  wave  pistols  in  the  military  compound  during  a  brief 
interval  yesterday  between  departure  of  Israeli  troops  and  arrival  of  Palestinian  police 


Fate  of  negotiations  rests  with  Arabs’  master  strategist 


J 


Assad:  now  a  useful  ally 


By  MichaelTheodoulou 

PRESIDENT  ASSAD  of  Syria,  the 
Arab  world's  master  strategist,  who 
has  used  patience,  guile  and  stubborn¬ 
ness  to  command  a  leading  role  on  the 
regional  and  world  stage,  hopes  to 
crown  a  turbulent  quarter  of  a  century 
in  power  by  winning  back  the  Golan 
Heights. 

Arab  diplomats  say  it  was  the 
assassination  of  Yitzhak  Rabin,  the 
Israeli  Prime  Minister,  that  persuaded 
Mr  Assad  to  return  to  the  peace  table 
after  a  six-month  gap.  “It  finally 
convinced  him  there  was  a  genuine 
rift  between  the  Israeli  Right  and  Left. 
Before,  he  thought  it  was  only  a 


negotiating  tactic,”  one  said  Syrian 
insiders  said,  if  all  went  well,  the  two 
sides  would  sign  a  declaration  of 
principle  after  three  months  in  which 
Rabin's  successor.  Shimon  Peres, 
would  commit  Israel  to  returning  the 
Golan  Heights.  But  the  withdrawal 
would  not  be  enacted  until  after  Israeli 
elections  in  October.  The  promise  of 
peace  would  boost  Mr  Peres’s  election 
hopes  without  risking  a  backlash  if 
settlers  are  moved  from  the  Golan. 

Mr  Assad,  who  led  Syria  in  the  1973 
Arab-lsraeli  war  and  nearly  regained 
the  Golan,  was  once  described  by 
Israel  as  its  most  dangerous  enemy. 
He  thundered  against  Arab  moder¬ 
ates.  courted  Kremlin  bosses  and 


forced  the  United  States  into  a 
withdrawal  from  Lebanon.  But  his 
Machiavellian  skills  commanded  re¬ 
spect  from  his  adversaries.  For  Henry 
Kissinger.  Mr  Assad  was  “the  most 
interesting  man  in  the  Middle  East”. 

Peace  now  would  guarantee  Mr 
Assad  the  international  respectability 
he  has  craved.  His  transformation 
under  Western  eyes  from  a  sponsor  of 
terrorism  to  a  useful  ally  began  when 
he  sent  his  forces  to  join  the  interna¬ 
tional  coalition  against  Iraq  In  1990. 
The  astute  move  also  helped  to  end  his 
isolation  in  the  Arab  world  after 
Syria's  support  of  Iran  in  its  eight-year 
war  with  Iraq.  Washington  made  no 
protest  when  Mr  Assad’s  troops 


crushed  the  forces  of  the  rebel  Chris¬ 
tian  general.  Michel  Aouri.  in  Leba¬ 
non  which,  after  15  years  of  civil  war. 
was  forced  to  accept  a  Damascus- 
backed  Government  Then  in  I99L 
with  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
Syria's  superpower  ally,  Mr  Assad 
opened  peace  talks  with  Israel. 

Few  remember  the  Hindawi  affair, 
when  Syria  was  accused  of  attempting 
to  blow  up  an  El  Al  jet  at  Heathrow  in 
1986.  or  that  Syrian-based  radicals 
were  first  accused  of  the  Lockerbie 
disaster  More  remote  still  is  his 
suppression  in  1982  of  the  fundamen¬ 
talist  challenge  to  his  secular  rule  in 
the  city  of  Hama,  which  left  an 
estimated  20.000  dead. 


ABOUT  1.800  sq  km  captured 
by  Israel  from  Syria  in  1967 
and  held  during  the  1973  Yoni 
Kippur  war  has  become  me 
key  to  a  comprehensive  Mid¬ 
dle  East  peace  settlement. 

For  almost  2S  years  this 
strategic  settlement,  known  as 
the  Golan  Heights,  has  been  a 
gigantic  wafehtovver  for  Israel 
in  the  first  line  of  defence 
against  any  possible  invasion 
by  Syria.  As  recently  as  Au¬ 
gust  1994,  Ehud  Barak.  Isra¬ 
el’s  then  military  Chief  of 
Staff,  said:  "From  a  military 
standpoint,  the  Israeli  Defence 
Forres  must  retain  control  of 
the  Golan  Heights,  even  in 
peacetime." 

However,  times  have 
changed  and  Mr  Barak  is  now 
the  Foreign  Minister  in  the 
Government  of  Shimon  Feres, 
who  is  prepared  to  hand  back 
the  area  to  Syria  in  return  for 
peace  in  the  region.  Mr  Peres 
has  made  it  clear  that  a  treaty 
with  Syria  should  pave  the 
way  for  peace  with  all  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  Middle  East, 
starting  with  Lebanon,  which 
is  effectively  under  Syrian 
control. 

The  Prime  Minister  has 
said  that  Israel  is  wilting  to 
withdraw  its  troops  from 
southern  Lebanon  provided 
that  Syria,  which  has  40,000 
soldiers  in  the  country,  can 
guarantee  an  end  to  attacks  by 
members  of  the  pro-Iranian 
Islamic  Hezbollah  organis¬ 
ation.  For  years  Hezbollah 
guerrillas  in  southern  Leba¬ 
non  have  threatened  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  northern  Israel. 

Reaching  an  agreement 
with  Syria  will  not  be  easy, 
and  the  secret  negotiations 
between  Israeli  and  Syrian 
officials  which  began  in  Wash¬ 
ington  yesterday  are  expected 
to  take  months  to  resolve 
difficult  issues,  particularly 
those  surrounding  the  future 
of  the  Golan  Heights.  Syria  is 
demanding  a  complete  with¬ 
drawal  of  Israeli  troops  to 
lines  occupied  by  both  sides  on 


June  4.  1967.  and  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  all  of  the  estimated 
13,000  Jewish  settlers  in  the 

area.  ,  , 

In  the  past  Israel  has  ap¬ 
peared  determined  to  hold  on 
to  about  60  sq  km  of  the  Golan 
Heights,  in  order  to  retain 
effective  control  over  the 
shores  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
the  country's  main  source  of 
drinking  water.  However. 
Syria  wants  control  over  au 
water  resources  on  the  Golan 
Heights,  amounting  to  about 
300  million  cubic  metres  of 
water  per  year,  which  flows 
into  the  Jordan  River  and  then 
to  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

In  previous  talks  between 
the  two  countries,  Israel  has 


also  insisted  that  it  be  allowed 
early-warning  military  sta¬ 
tions  in  the  Golan  Heights  to 
prevent  surprise  attacks  by 
Syria.  Damascus  has  rejected 
the  notion  of  such  stations  and 
said  th£t  Israel  should  settle 
for  satellite  surveillance  of  the 
region. 

Israel  has  recently  shown 
signs  of  being  flexible  over  this 
issue  and  agreement  could 
hinge  on  the  willingness  of 
Syria  to  agree  to  a  large 
demilitarised  zone  along  the 
Israeli  border.  Israel  also 
wants  Syria  to  reduce  the  size 
of  its  military  force.  Should  the 
negotiators  be  able  to  reach 
agreement  over  these  thorny 
issues.  Mr  Peres  will  also 
demand  that  Syria  agrees  to 
full  diplomatic  and  economic 
relations  with  Israel. 
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Spanish 
election 
set  for 
March 

From  Edward  Owen 
in  Madrid 

SPANIARDS  will  go  to 
the  polls  aa  March  3  and 
either  reelect  the  Socialist 
leader,  Felipe  Gonzalez, 
who  formally  announces 
the  date  to  his  Cabinet 
today,  or — as  predicted  — 
trigger  the  first  change  of 
government  since  1982. 

The  general  election,  the 
seventh  since  democracy 
was  restored  to  Spain  after 
the  death  of  Franco  in 
1975.  is  being  called  a  year 
early  by  Sehor  Gonzalez, 
whose  minority  Govern¬ 
ment  has  been  hit  by  a 
series  of  scandals.  It  will 
coincide  with  regional  el¬ 
ections  in  the  Socialists’ 
traditional  stronghold  of 
Andalusia. 

The  main  opposition  in 
the  Cortes,  die  centre-right 
Popular  Party,  has  tried  to 
capitalise  on  Sehor  Gon¬ 
zalez's  self-inflicted  mis¬ 
fortunes.  But  its  slender 
six-point  lead  in  opinion 
polk  shows  that  Josfc  Mar 
ria  Aznar.  its  leader,  needs 
to  offer  a  more  construc¬ 
tive  alternative  than  hos¬ 
tile  criticism. 

The  Spanish  courts  de¬ 
rided  this  week  that  only 
seven  of  the  original  39 
people  accused  of  illegally 
financing  the  Socialist 
Party  will  face  trial,  while 
the  brother  of  Alfonso 
Guerra,  the  deputy  party 
leader,  received  his  third 
sentence  for  corruption. 

At  his  trial  on  Tuesday 
on  charges  of  tax  evasion, 
Juan  Guerra  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  IS  months  in 
prison,  which  he  is  not 
expected  to  serve,  fined 
£250.000  and  ordered  to 
pay  £200.000  to  the 
Treasury. 


Bardot  says  her 
crusade  to  save 
seals  has  failed 


By  Adam  Sage 


BRIGITTE  BARDOT  be¬ 
lieves  her  crusade  to  save  the 
baby  seal  has  failed,  (n  an 
interview  yesterday  with  the 
French  newspaper  Le  Parisien 
Libert  she  said:  “I  have 
reached  the  limit  of  my  capa¬ 
bilities.  i  cannot  light  against 
the  financial  interests.” 

Her  comments  came  IS 
years  after  she  attracted  world 
attention  to  the  culling  of 
white  baby  seals,  being  photo¬ 
graphed  with  them  in  the 
middle  of  an  ice  floe.  The 
crusade  began  the  transfor¬ 
mation  of  her  image  from 
Fifties  sex  kitten  to  the  best- 
known  animal  rights  militanL 

Although  white  seals  are  no 
longer  culled/  largely  as  a 
result  of  her  efforts,  they  can 
be  Jailed  as  soon  as  they 
moult,  from  the  age  of  15  days. 
This  year  Norway  has 
authorised  the  culling  of 
17.000  young  seak.  Canada 
has  increased  its  quota  from 
186.000  to  287.000  seals. 

“I  am  61  years  old  and  I 
cannot  return  to  the  ice  floe  as 
I  did  at  43.  especially  when  I 


Bardot:  “1  cannot  fight 
financial  interests" 


see  the  slim  success  of  this  type 
of  campaign.”  Madame 
Bardot  said  in  the  interview.  “I 
am  desperate.  I  thought  I  had 
obtained  something  and  it  is 
as  though  nothing  at  all  has 
happened. 

“In  1977  the  world  reacted 
very  well  and  was  conscious  of 
the  cruelty  of  what  was  hap¬ 
pening.  Things  have  gone 
back  exactly  as  they  wrere 
before.  Even  if  they  are  killed 
at  16  days  rather  than  15.  they 
are  still  babies,  even  if  their 
fur  is  no  longer  white.  It  is 
pure  hypocrisy.  News  of  the 
latest  culls  is  a  terrible 
Chistmas  present  for  me.” 

Fishermen  say  the  seals 
have  to  be  killed  because  they 
eat  the  fish  stock.  But  the 
former  film  star  said:  “It  is  not 
the  seals  which  are  decimating 
them,  but  drift  nets  and  indus¬ 
trial-scale  fishing  by  the  Rus¬ 
sians.  Spanish  and  South 
Koreans.  We  must  not  blame 
the  seak.  who  have  been  there 
for  millions,  of  years  and  who 
always  eat  their  poor  quota  of 
fish,  for  what  we  humans  are 
responsible  for.” 

□  Paris:  France  will  carry  out 
the  fifth  nuclear  test  in  its 
current  series  today,  Le  Ca¬ 
nard  Enchaine  reported  yes¬ 
terday.  But  sources  close  to  the 
Government  said  the  test  was 
being  conducted  last  night, 
Paris  time. 

The  weekly  said  French 
nuclear  scientists  had  planned 
to  carry  out  the  low-power  test 
in  French  Polynesia  on  De¬ 
cember  22,  but  it  was  delayed 
at  the  request  of  Alain  Juppe, 
the  Prime  Minister. 

The  report  also  said  Presi¬ 
dent  Chirac  was  in  a  hurry  to 
get  the  sixth  and  final  test  over 
with  in  January,  ahead  of  a 
planned  visit  to  the  United 
States  in  February.  (AFP I 


Feminist  pirate  fails  to  make 
a  killing  at  the  box  office 


JUST  when  Hollywood 
thought  it  was  safe  to  go  back 
into  the  water,  a  $120  million 
(£77  million)  feminist  pirate 
epic  lias  fulfilled  dire  predic¬ 
tions  by  failing  disastrously  at 
the  American  box  office. 

Six  months  late  and  some 
$30  million  over  budget.  Cut¬ 
throat  Island  is  making  Kevin 
Costner’s  Waterworld  look 
like  a  model  of  sound  film 
economics.  The  new*  film  stars 
Geena  Davis,  who  made  her 
name  in  Thelma  and  Ixtuise. 
Despite  her  swashbuckling 
turn  as  a  6ft  prostitute-cum- 
buccaneer.  it  took  in  a  token 


By  Giles  Whitteix 

$2.4  million  on  its  opening 
weekend. 

Dismal  Christmas  atten¬ 
dances  were  partly  due  to  a 
critical  drubbing.  “Like  a  slow 
voyage  aboard  the  Pinafore”, 
was  the  Washington  Post 
verdict,  while  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  bewailed  a  “weary  re¬ 
hash  of  every  pirate  movie 
under  the  sun"  that  might,  at 
best,  cure  Ms  Davis  of  “her 
Errol  Flynn  obsession". 

Production  nightmares  be¬ 
gan  when  Michael  Douglas, 
the  $3.  million  male  lead, 
walked  out.  citing  a  need  to 
spend  more  time  with  his  wife. 


Geena  Davis  struck  to"  by  heat  and  fond  poisoning 


He  was  also  said  m  be  upset  at 
having  less  dialogue  than  his 
co-star. 

Tom  Cruise,  Keanu  Reeves- 
and  Dam  Neeson  all  declined 
the  role  of  Calico  Jack,  side- 
kick  io  Ms  Davis's  piratess, 
for  fear  of  languishing  in  her 
shadow,  insiders  said. 

The  Finnish  director.  Renny 
Harlin — Ms  Davis’s  husband 
~  refused  io  have  her  part 
rewritten.  Mr  Harlin,  whose 
producers  had  threatened  to 
abort  the  project,  risked  hk 
reputation  by  taking  out  a  full- 
page  advertisement  in  Daily 
Variety,  the  trade  paper, 
promising  a  heart-stopping 
blockbuster  on  a  par  win  his 
previous  successes  such  as 
Cliffhanger  and  Die  Hard  2. 

Instead  he  has  delivered  for 
the  financially  strapped 
MG  M/ United  Artists  studio 
what  is  known  as  a  turkey. 

Cutthroat  Island  was 
spared  the  storms  dial 
plagued  the  $175  million 
Waterworld  —  its  set  sank  off 
Hawaii  —  but  was  not  helped 
when  Italian  technicians 
walked  out  after  one  suffered 
a  crushed  leg,  nor  when  Ms 
Davis  went  down  with  heat 
exhaustion  and  food  poison¬ 
ing  in  Thailand. 

The  only  believable  bucca¬ 
neer.  die  hard-drinking  Oliver 
Reed,  was  fired  after  allegedly 
dropping  his  trousers  in  front 
of  the  director  and  his  wife. 
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Flash  floods  swept  through  the 
French  Array  camp  at  Mo  star  in 
south  Bosnia  yesterday,  forcing  doz¬ 
ens  of  Foreign  Legionnaires  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Nato  peace  force  to  be 
airlifted  to  safety  by  helicopter  (Our 
Foreign  Staff  writes).  Major  Bcr- 


from  Bosnian  floods 


from  about  40  flashpoints.  As  they 
prepared  to  give  up  their  positions 
on  Mount  Trebevic  the  Bosnian 
Serb  soldiers  appeared  dejected. 
“We  are  very  confused."  said  one. 
“We've  had  so  many  conflicting 
orders  over  the  past  three  days." 


Nato  troops  airlifted 


vacated  designated  positions  along 
Sarajevo’s  front  line  by  yesterday’s 
midnight  deadline.  Under  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  rival  military 
forces  were  required  to  withdraw 


oard  Noblet  said:  “We  have  evacuat¬ 
ed  62  men  by  helicopter  so  far.  At  this 
hour  there  are  no  human  losses." 
The  peace  accord  passed  a  crucial 
test  however,  as  the  warring  factions 
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aoja|)  *  Rocket  attack  on 
key  French  security 

van  kills  guard 

From  Adam  Sage  in  Paris 

ROBBERS  armed  with  rocket  refuge  in  the  back  of  the  truck,  road  when  it  was  attacked, 
launchers  and  machineguns  the  gang  blew  open  the  doors  “They  pointed  their  guns  at 
carried  out  a  spectacular  at-  with  rocket  launchers,  the  me."  he  told  French  radio, 
jack  on  a  security  van  in  witness  said.  The  guard  who  “They  told  me  to  get  out.  I  got 
France  yesterday,  _  killing  a  died  in  the  explosion  was  a  out  and  i  ran." 
guard  before  escaping  with  a  father  of  three.  The  other  two  Detectives  said  the  attack 
large  sum  uf  cash.  were  hit  in  the  legs,  but  last  could  be  linked  to  a  raid  on  a 

Two  other  guards  were  in-  night  doctors  said  that  their  security  van  on  a  motorway  on 
JUre“*?  die  attack,  which  lives  were  not  in  danger.  die  outskirts  of  Brussels.  A 

occurred  at  night  on  the  Police  said  the  crew  did  not  gang  blocked  the  van  with  two 
motorway  linking  Lille  and  have  time  to  return  fire,  such  lorries  before  opening  fire 
Paris.  Detecnves  believe  the  was  the  speed  of  the  attack,  with  machineguns  on  the 
assault  might  have  been  the  More  than  60  spent  shells  crew.  The  Belgian  guards  shot 
work  ot  a  Belgian  gang  which  were  found  on  the  ground.  back  and  managed  to  fight  off 
aimed  out  a  similar  raid  near  Although  the  value  of  the  the  attackers.  A  child  was 
Brussels  last  week.  haul  has  not  been  disclosed,  injured. 

Early  yesterday,  up  to  ten  the  van  was  carrying  a  large  The  guard  killed  yesterday 
gangsters,  all  hooded  and  amount  since  it  had  been  was  ihe  first  person  Io  die  in 
wearing  black  clothing,  forced  collecting  takings  from  super-  an  attack  on  a  security  van  for 
«* .  v?n  st0P  ^  toying  markets  around  Lille.  Officers  18  months  in  France.  Howev- 
barbed  wire  at  a  motorway  said  only  four  bags  of  cash  er,  in  a  country  where  the 
"  ui  , -  e  m,es  S0(™  °*  k’He.  were  found  at  the  scene,  murder  rate  is  higher  titan  in 
blocking  escape  with  two  cars,  implying  that  many  more  had  Britain,  such  incidents  are  by 
A  witness  said  they  were  all  disappeared.  no  means  rare.  Fifteen  people 

v  caJ^ng  machineguns.  One  of  the  witnesses  was  a  have  died  in  assaults  on 

—  t'T  ^bree-tnan  crew  van  driver  who  was  following  security  vans  in  France  since 

refused  ro  get  out,  taking  the  security  van  down  the  slip  1990. 
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low  a  newborn  baby  could 
help  to  save  a  child’s  life 


blood  bank 
offers  hope  to 
young  leukaemia 
victims,  says 
Jereaaay 
Lsasrasice 


CHAR  LOTTE  Schroder  is  n 
nruM'n-a-minion  child.  The 
nvip-haired  five-ven r-old  has 
!' unt-  rnamiw  su  rare  dial  The 
■a  nrUJhvide  donor  list  failed  to 
turn  up  a  single  pemw  with 
c.-mnaiihlc  cells. 

;-ur  Charlotte  and  her  par- 
the  failure  to  find  a 
■r  arched  donor  was  devastat¬ 
ing.  She  has  leukaemia  and  is 
under;;' ling  her  second  two- 
’  car  course  of  chemotherapy. 

I  ter  best  chance  of  a  cure 
fi::  -•  lieen  a  bone-marrow 
transplant.  But  this  month  a 
;k"‘.  Lind  of  bl'K'd  bank  has 
ur;n«i  in  Britain  offering 
>.)•  ol-  for  children  like  Char¬ 
lotte.  Tfie  cord  blnoii  hank  will 
},\>Ju  blood  jaken  from  the 
■j:iT?itic:il  cords  nf  newborn 
babie>.  Cord  blood  is  unique 
because  it  contains  a  high 
proportion  of  the  stem  cells. 

found  in  bone  marrow, 
v  ui  .li  replenish  the  body's  red 
white  blood  cells, 
if  Charlotte's  second  course 
nf  chemotherapy  fails  —  and 
there  is  nr.ly  a  20  per  cent 
that  it  will  succeed  — 
•he  will  need  whole-body  ra- 
dloriterapv  to  eliminate  the 
leukaemia.  As  a  result  her 
>»r.e  marrow  will  fie  de- 
%« roved.  which  is  why  she 
need'  a  donor. 

because  cord  bluixl  is  ini- 
nujurc.  it  does  not  require 
••■icb  stringent  matching.  Fur 
an  ordinary  bone-marrow 
transplant  at  least  five  out  of 
tii'.*  six  antigens  (proteins)  in 
tnc  marrow  must  march.  For 
j»rd  l  *i*  iim.1.  it  is  possible  that  a 
!  an- plant  will  take  with  as 
!lv  as  four  antigens  matched. 

\m>iiig  the  first  donors  to 
he  rank  u  as  Charlotte’s  sister 
.'-nna.  now  aged  six  months, 
’•'•hen  Ellen  Schroder,  their 
at'  liter,  became  pregnant 
v  uh  Anna,  she  was  told  there 
v.:ts*  a  one  in  four  chance  char 
her  marrow  would  be  a  perfect 
match  for  Charlotte's.  ” l  had 


Charlotte's  best  hope  for  a  donor  was  her  baby  sister.  Anna,  but  ironically,  her  bone  marrow  matched  brother  Ben’s 


the  amniocentesis  test  on 
Anna  early  in  pregnancy.  She 
was  only  a  half  match  to 
Charlotte.  Worse,  she  was  a 
complete  mawrh  to  her  broth¬ 
er.  Ben.” 

She  knows  the  best  chance 
of  saving  her  daughter  is  to 
spread  news  of  her  predica¬ 
ment  as  far  and  wide  as 
possible  in  the  hope  of  finding 
a  donor.  The  launch  of  the 
cord  blood  bank  could  provide 
the  lifeline  Charlotte  needs. 

Research  on  cord  blood  is 
being  carried  out  in  several 
centres  in  Britain,  including 
Bristol.  Newcastle  and  Belfast. 
But  the  London  bank,  which  is 
part  of  the  National  Blood 
Service,  and  based  at 
Colindalc,  is  the  first  to  begin 
taking  routine  donations. 

Placentas,  normally  dis¬ 
posed  of  after  birth,  will  be 
collected  at  Edgware  General 


Hospital  and  samples  of  blood 
will  be  taken  from  the  cord. 
Consent  will  be  sought  from 
the  mothers. 

The  scheme  is  the 
braincliild  of  Dr  Mar¬ 
cella  Contreras,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  North 
London  Blood  Service.  A  Chil¬ 
ean  refugee,  she  is  a  woman 
with  restless  energy  and  a 
passionate  commitment. 
"Cord  blood  was  wasted,”  she 
says.  ''In  using  it.  the  mother 
doesn’t  suffer  and  the  infant 
doesn’t  suffer.  On  the  bone 
marrow  register  it  can  take 
three  to  six  months  to  arrange 
for  a  donor.  With  the  cord 
blood  bank  it  will  take  a 
maximum  of  two  weeks.” 

Only  100  cord  blood  trans¬ 
plants  have  been  performed 
worldwide  and  none  has  yet 
been  undertaken  in  the  UK. 


The  use  of  the  word  trans¬ 
plant  makes  the  procedure 
sound  more  complex  than  it  is. 
The  cord  blood,  which  is 
stored  in  liquid  nitrogen,  after 
collection,  is  thawed  out  and 
infused  directly  into  a  vein. 
The  stem  cells  find  their  way  to 
the  patient's  bone  marrow  and 
begin  making  blood  cells.  The 
procedure  is  painless  and 
takes  about  30  minutes. 

Initially  only  children  and 
adults  —  weighing  under  eight 
stone  —  have  been  treated 
because  of  the  small  volume  of 
blood  collected  from  each 
cord.  Attempts  are  being  made 
to  grow  stem  cells  in  the 
laboratoiy,  expanding  the  vol¬ 
ume  available  for  transplant 
If  successful,  this  could  allow 
cord  blood  to  be  used  to  treat 
adults. 

In  the  US.  the  use  of  cord 
blood  is  now  an  accepted 


treatment  The  largest  bank, 
in  New  York,  holds  5,000 
samples.  The  London  cord 
bank  aims  to  collect  12500 
samples  in  the  first  year  and  a 
key  advantage  over  the  bone 
marrow  registers  is  that  blood 
from  all  ethnic  groups  will  be 
collected.  Mrs  Schroder  is 
hoping  that  a  sample  will  turn 
up  that  offers  her  daughter  an 
acceptable  match.  Failing  that 
her  doctors  may  go  ahead 
using  her  sister's  cord  blood  in 
the  hope  that  its  immaturity 
will  minimise  the  problems  of 
graft-versus-host  disease 
(GVHD)  that  can  result  if  the 
blood  is  not  a  dose  match. 

"  That  is  the  worst  thing  that 
could  happen.  The  child  is 
saved  from  leukaemia  but  has 
GVHD  for  life,  with  scaly  skin 
rashes,  permanent  stomach 
ache  and  constant  diarrhoea, 
ft's  a  grim  picture.”  she  says. 


Why  cold  turns  the  thinly  clad  British  true  blue 

In  patriotic  vein 


A  GLANCE  around  the  bar  of 
the  George  and  Dragon  at  Cley 
at  this  tune  of  year  reveals  a 
remarkable  number  of  red  faces 
and  blue  hands.  The  high  colour 
seen  in  many  outdoor  workers, 
which  is  particularly  obvious  in 
the  winter,  is  not  because  of  any 
excessive  fondness  for  Greene 
King  beers,  or  even  something 
stronger,  but  because  their  faces 
have  been  lashed  by  freezing 
winds  blowing  off  the  icy  north 
Norfolk  marshes. 

In  Britain  we  brave  the  ele¬ 
ments  without  wrapping  up 
adequately,  and  our  houses  are 
not  kept  as  wann  as  they  would 
be  in  Scandinavia  or  North 
America.  Countries  which  know  that  every 
winter  is  going  to  be  as  bad  as  it  is  now  in  the 
Shetland  Islands  are  prepared,  and  their 
inhabitants  have  learnt  not  to  wander 
around  in  the  snow,  hatless  and  wearing 
short  jackets. 

The  inevitable  result  of  being  unprepared 
for  icy  conditions  is  that  the  peripheral 
circulation  is  tested  —  and  unfortunately,  in  a 
cold  snap.  10  per  cent  of  the  British 
population's  circulation  fails'  the  test. 

A  chilblain,  the  most  obvious  result  of 
extreme  cold,  is  caused  by  narrowing  of  the 
blood  vessels  just  below  the  skin.  This 
vascular  constriction  starves  the  skin  and 
subcutaneous  tissue  of  necessary  oxygen  and 
nutrients,  with  the  result  that  they  become 
red.  itchy,  swollen  and  sometimes  painful. 
Various  remedies  have  been  tried,  ranging 
from  increased  vitamin  intake  to  vasodilator 
drugs.  If  any  work  at  alL  none  works  well. 
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Soothing  ointments  are  the  best 
local  remedy  but  the  answer  is 
to  wear  warm  dothing,  includ¬ 
ing  gloves,  to  keep  the  hands 
and  feet  dry,  for  damp  favours 
chilblains.  Children  and  the 
elderly  are  mast  at  nsk. 

Equestrian  chilblains,  an  in¬ 
teresting  variant  to  those  found 
on  the  hands  and  feet  are 
pictured  in  the  Oxford  Tex*ff°?jc 
of  Medicine.  These  attack  the 
upper  thighs  and  buttocks  of 
riders,  particularly  women, 
whose  jodhpurs  are  too  hght. 
The  combination  of  a  thicker 
layer  of  subcutaneous  fat.  pres¬ 
sure  from  the  jodhpurs,  and  the 
damp  proves  too  much  for  the 
skin  of  those  who  venture  out  on  a  frosty, 
damp  morning.  .  . . 

The  changes  in  response  to  persistent  cold 
are  known  as  pernios  is  and  affect  not  only 
the  skin,  but  also  tbe  subcutaneous  fat .The 
effect  of  this  long-term  cold  is  for  limbs  to 
develop  a  thicker  skin  and  deeper  layers  of 
fat.  The  girth  of  the  thighs  in  cold  clrmaies 
depends  partly  on  the  length  of  the  skirt  — 
the  longer  the  skirt  the  less  plump  the  legs, 
so  that  when  there  is  a  fashion  for  very  short 
skirts,  there  may  be  some  heavy  legs  in  the 
spring.  Likewise  there  may  also  be  an 
epidemic  of  spider  veins,  which  occur  when 
the  skin  is  insulated  by  a  thick  layer  of  fat 
from  the  warmer,  deeper,  more  vascular 
zone. 

Older  people  should  be  careful  not  to  bake 
their  cold  legs  in  front  of  a  warm  fire.  The 
result  can  be  permanent  mottling,  livedo 
reticularis. 


Toys  that  are 
easy  to  swallow 

WHEN  I  was  a  casualty 
officer  one  Christmas  many 
years  ago,  two  small  children 
were  brought  into  die  depart¬ 
ment  within  minutes  of  each 
other,  suffering  from  severe 
breathing  difficulties. 

The  same  disaster  had  be¬ 
fallen  both  as  they  played  beneath  their 
Christmas  trees.  They  had  inhaled  the  heads 
of  toy  soldiers  —  for  at  that  time  the  soldier’s 
head  could  swivel  or.  with  a  determined  pull 
by  a  child,  the  guardsman  could  be 
decapitated. 

The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  reports  on  a  survey  of  what 
chHdren  swallow  or  inhale  these  days; 
Balloons,  marbles  and  small  balls  were  die 
objects  most  likely  to  obstruct  airways,  and 
therefore  the  most  dangerous  toys. 

The  authors  of  the  report  would  like  to  see 
the  diameter  of  all  children's  toys  increased  to 
more  than  4.44  centimetres.  They  also  give 
warning  that  children  are  not  out  of  danger 
from  inhalation  or  swallowing '-of  toys  until 
they  are  over  six.  Children  over  three  are.  in 
fact,  those  most  likely  to  came  to  grief  when 
playing  with  balloons. 


Parkinson’s  drug 
safety  fears 

PARKINSON'S  disease  af¬ 
fects  one  person  in  a  hundred 
over  65,  and  a  third  of  those  in 
that  age  group  have  similar 
symptoms  but  are  not  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  classic  degeneration 
of  neurones  in  the  substantia 
nigra  of  the  brain.  Parkin¬ 
son's  can  also  start  much  earlier,  and  is  seen 
quite  often  in  patients  in  their  40s  and  50s. 

In  recent  years,  a  drug  called  Eldepryi 
(selegiline)  has  been  recommended  to  delay 
the  onset  of  disabling  symptoms  and  past- 
pone  the  need  to  use  levodopa.  the  drug  most 
often  prescribed  for  Parkinson's  disease. 

After  a  trial  of  500  patients,  reported  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  doubts  have  been 
expressed  about  Eldcpryl's  safety  when  taken 
with  some  antidepressants,  and  also  about  its 
possible  effect  on  vulnerable  arteries  in  the 
heart  or  brain. 

Medical  Monitor ,  a  journal  for  general 
practitioners,  quotes  a  spokesman  from  the 
Parkinson's  Disease  Association  who  recom¬ 
mends  that  patients  should  continue  to  cake 
the  drug,  but  discuss  it  with  their  doctors. 
Previous  studies  have  not  shown  any  in¬ 
creased  mortality  in  those  talcing  EldepryL 
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For  hundreds  of  years  the  vapours  of  menthol,  eucalyptus 
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and  other  natural  oils  have 

been  used  to  promote 
cleaner  breathing. 
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Now  with  finaathe’CJearly,  you  can  enjoy 


FOR  YOU 


f  Menthol, 


these  benefits  continuously  afitiwougb.the  day  or  night. 
Breathe  Clearly  is  an  innovative'  plug-style  -vaporise r 
that  when  placed  in  an  eJeccricai  socket,  creates  pleasant 

'  .  ..  !  1  *  .  .  .  *Ji.-  v  ’ 

vapours  which,  promote'  cfcgaren  breathing  naturally. 

‘  And  because  Breathe  Clearly  works 
continuously  for  up  to  10  hours,  it  now  brings:  a 
peacefaT  night  for  aB  the  femfly. 


Available  from  leading  pharmacies,  supermarkets, 
health  food  stores  and  electrical  retailers. 
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FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  THE  VIVA  HELPLINE:  01695  5S6262 
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Always  raid  the  latxi 


Natural 

Healthcare 


Starve  a  fever,  feed  a  cold  -  traditional  advice 
for  colds  and  flu.  But  that's  not  all. 
Traditionally,,  high  strength  garlic  has  also 
been  prized  for  its  ability  to  help  relieve 
the  symptoms  oF  the  common  cold.  And 
there's  no  more  effective,  convenient,  and 
socially  discreet  way  to  benefit  from  the 
goodness  of  garlic  than  Hftfels  one-a-day. 
Available  with  or  without  added  parsley, 
Hofels  one-a-day  can  usually  be  found  right 
under  your  nose  since  it's  available  from 
srockists  everywhere. 
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J\.eal  partygoers  have  booked  their 
seats  on  Concorde,  an  island  in  the 
Maldives  or  their  berths  on  a  20-day 
cruise  on  the  QE2.  Jon  Ashworth  reports 
on  plans  to  celebrate  the  millennium 


IT  HAS  BEEN  hailed  as  the  party 
night  of  a  lifetime  —  and  business 
is  booming.  The  inexorable  ap¬ 
proach  of  New  Year’s  Eve  1999  has 
sparked  a  flood  of  bookings  for 
marquees,  castles,  airliners  and 
fine  champagne.  Seats  on  Con¬ 
corde  are  at  a  premium  for  revel¬ 
lers  hoping  to  beat  the  dock,  while 
a  mystery  order  for  5,000  bottles  of 
vintage  champagne  has  sent  wine 
merchants  scrambling  for  stocks. 
The  millennium  loams  and  there  is 
serious  money  to  be  made. 

Michael  Hesel  tine,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  knew  what  he  was 
saying  when  he  told  an  Arts 

Council  lunch  in  1989:  _ 

“1/  it  is  at  all  possible, 
purchase  an  option  on  T 

any  dance  hall  you  can  A 

find  Cor  the  night  of  All 

December  31, 1999."  Six  ™ 1 


years  on,  punters  are  tTq ' 

vying  for  places  in 
everything  from  Tower  v 

Bridge  to  Wembley  Sta-  ™ 

dium.  The  Albert  Hall 
has  been  booked  since  DO( 

1975.  Famously,  the 
American-based  Mil-  SlllO 

lennium  Society  has  _ 

commandeered  the  . 

QE2  for  a  20-day  cruise  at  a  cost  of 
£300.000  a  day. 

Party  organisers  have  been  quick 
to  come  up  with  bright  ideas. 
Andrew  Chance  of  Chance  Enter¬ 
tainment,  a  London-based  party 
and  event  organiser,  has  been 
taking  deposits  on  bands,  enter¬ 
tainers  and  discotheques.  He  hopes 
to  host  a  major  bash  in  London's 
Battersea  Park,  and  is  planning  a 
dance  in  Norfolk  for  up  to  800 
people. 

Credit  for  the  most  daring  book¬ 
ing  goes  to  “a  successful  UK 
businessman",  who  is  arranging 
simultaneous  millennium  parties 
in  Sydney,  London  and  New  York. 
He  wants  to  charter  Concorde  in 
the  hope  of  attending  each  party  in 
person,  racing  ahead  of  the  rising 
sun.  “He  won’t  beat  the  clock.”  Mr 
Chance  says,  “but  it’ll  be  good  fun." 
Seats  on  the  trip  would  undoubted¬ 
ly  command  a  hefty  premium. 

William  Deakin  of  Juliana'S. 


The 
Albert 
Hall  has 
been 
booked 
since  1975 


another  London-based  party 
organiser,  says  bookings  are 
strong  for  New  Year's  Eve  in  1999 
and  2000.  when  the  20th  century 
technically  ends.  Indeed,  the  whole 
year  in  between  looks  like  being 
one  long  pany.  A  spirited  soul  is 
understood  to  have  booked  an 
island  in  the  Maldives.  Others  are 
reported  to  be  eyeing  the  Palace  of 
Versailles. 

Mr  Deakin  is  taking  bookings 
for  parties  for  200  to  300  people  a 
time  at  a  cost  of  about  E500  a  head. 
"There  is  an  abundance  of  venues.” 
he  says.  "What  we  will  run  out  of 
first  is  good  entertainment.  There's 
—  obviously  also  going  to 

be  a  shortage  of  cham- 
1C  pagne."  Some  guests 

will  be  flown  to  France 
>ert  !°  P3^  the  night  away 

in  a  luxury  chateau, 
hoc  One  individual  hopes  to 

throw  a  party  for  200 
a*-.  people  at  a  cost  of  £350  a 

head,  picking  up  the 
I rCx  A  entire  £70.000  bill 

himself. 

tQ7c  The  Savoy  has 

■1^*0  enough  bookings  for 

_______  December  31.  1999,  to 

fill  it  twice  over.  The 
hotel  is  contemplating  holding  a 
raffle  to  settle  the  matter.  Prices 
have  not  been  fixed  but  this  year's 
revelries  in  the  River  Restaurant 
start  at  £280  a  head.  Guests  are 
typically  treated  to  Pol  Roger 

champagne,  a  seven-course  dinner 
and  dancing,  ahead  of  a  marching 
parade  by  the  Grenadier  Guards. 
Breakfast  is  served  in  the  Pinafore 
Room,  before  festivities  wind  up  at 
3am. 

The  entire  hotel  will  be  turned 
over  to  millennium  celebrations  on 
the  big  night  The  Savoy  admits 
that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
successful  applicants  from  selling 
on  their  hard-won  places  at  a 
higher  price.  A  spokesman  says: 
“Entrance  will  be  by  paid  ticket, 
and  they  would  have  to  inform  us 
of  any  changes.”  Bookings  at 
Claridge's  are  running  close  be¬ 
hind,  while  requests  for  the  ball¬ 
room  at  the  Berkeley  are 
“respectable”. 


Atlantic.  On  arrival,  they  could  do 
it  all  over  again. 

Those  aiming  for  the  "o  Inmate" 
millennium  snub  could  simply  fly 
the  other  way.  They  could  leave 
New  York  shortly  before  midnight, 
freezing  time  en  mute,  then  set 
their  watches  forward  on  arrival, 
missing  the  event  completely. 

British  Airways  has  set  up  a 
millennium  department  to  sift 
through  all  the  requests.  Some  are 
from  companies  looking  to  pamper 
favoured  clients,  others  are  from 
wealthy  individuals  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantia  The  airline  is 
considering  auctioning  Concorde 
off.  in  the  hope  of  raising  vast  sums 
for  charity.  There  are  seven  Con¬ 
cordes  in  the  BA  fleet,  and  three 
will  be  committed  to  scheduled 
services  on  the  day.  Either  way. 
tickets  will  be  worth  their  weight  in 
gold. 


The  really  serious  money 
lias  gone  to  the  House  of 
Krug  in  Rheims.  which 
has  reserved  5.000  bottles 
of  Krug  Vintage  1985.  at  £90  a 
bottle,  on  behalf  of  a  mystery  buyer. 
The  order,  worth  an  impressive 
£450.000,  was  placed  by  a  London 
wine  merchant.  The  bottles  have 
been  stashed  away  in  the  Krug 
cellars  under  lock  and  key. 

Remi  Krug,  the  flamboyant  fam¬ 
ily  spokesman,  said  there  are  no 
plans  for  a  special  millennium 
cuvee.  "People  who  want  ro  cele¬ 
brate  the  millennium  will  be  drink¬ 
ing  Krug.”  he  sniffs.  “Krug  is 
sufficiently  unique  and  different.” 
A  customer  in  Germany  has  had  a 
consignment  of  Krug  Vintage  1975 
in  his  cellar  for  the  past  ten  yea  re. 
with  the  dawn  of  the  new  century  in 
mind. 

Mr  Krug,  for  his  part,  expects  ro 
spend  a  lively  New  Year's  Eve  on 
December  31.  1999.  “A  friend,  a 
wine  lover,  who  lives  in  Belgium, 
wrote  to  me  ten  years  ago  and 
asked  me  to  keep  it  free."  he  says. 
“It’s  a  mystery  invitation  but  know¬ 
ing  this  guy.  I  know  that  I'm  going 
to  be  drinking  seriously."  The  offer 
is  not  for  sale. 

Far-sighted  partygoers  still  have 
time  to  put  some  money  aside. 
GAN  Life  &  Pensions,  based  in 
Harlow.  Essex,  offers  a  Millenni¬ 
um  Income  &  Growth  Bond,  which 
pays  out  in  the  year  2000.  and 
would  provide  funds  For  some 
serious  entertainment. 

Anyone  who  invested  £10,000 
earlier  this  year,  could  expect  to  see 
the  sum  grow  to  £16.050  by  the  end 
of  the  term.  It  may  not  buy  5.000 
bottles  of  Krug,  but  then  again . . . 
Who’s  counting? 


Dreaming  of  better  times  to  come:  the  millennium  promises  to  be  more  exciting  than  The  Saturday  Evening  Post’s  vision  of  1949 


One  would  expect  Richard 
Branson  to  pull  out  all  the  stops  for 
New  Year's  Eve.  1999,  and  fans  will 
not  be  disappointed.  Virgin  is 
planning  a  whole  host  of  events.  It 
tried  to  hire  Edinburgh  Castle  for 
che  night  but  Che  Soocs  derided  to 
use  the  venue  themselves.  More 


than  200  people  have  applied  to 
book  the  Roof  Gardens  nightdub 
in  Kensington.  London,  and  Virgin 
has  received  thousands  of  requests 
from  high-flyers  looking  to  charter 
Virgin  aircraft.  No  bookings  are 
being  taken  as  yet  Celebrations  are 
planned  for  passengers  travelling 


on  scheduled  flights  when  the  New 
Year  dawns. 

British  Airways  has  been  inun¬ 
dated  with  requests  from  com¬ 
panies  and  individuals  hoping  to 
charter  Concorde  for  the“ultimate" 
New  Year's  Eve  party.  Chartering 
the  supersonic  jet  for  a  flight  from 


London  to  New  York  and  back 
would  cost  £200.000  —  £850  a  se3t 
—  allowing  trendy  revellers  to  see 
in  the  millennium  three  times  in 
one  night  After  a  boisterous  cele¬ 
bration  in  London,  they  could 
board  the  supersonic  jet  and  cele¬ 
brate  for  a  second  time  in  mid- 


Giles  Coren  on  the  fanatics  who’ll  go  anywhere  for  a  ride  on  a  big  dipper 


If  you  thought  that  riding 
rollercoasters  was  no 
more  than  a  cheap  thrill  to 
be  indulged  on  the  occasional 
Bank  Holiday  weekend,  and 
that  the  benefits  of  riding  one 
ran  no  further  than  a  whiten¬ 
ing  of  the  knuckles  and  the 
evacuation  of  your  breakfast 
in  an  inverted  loop  200ft  off 
the  ground,  then  you  are  very 
possibly  an  irreligious  sex 
maniac  and  your  marriage  is 
probably  in  trouble. 

For  the  impression  given  of 
the  art  of  rollercoasting  in 
Coastermonia,  a  BBC2  docu¬ 
mentary  to  be  screened  at 
450pm  chi  New  Year’s  Day.  is 
that,  like  so  many  things,  it  is 
all  about  sex  and  God.  In 
many  ways  the  enthusiasts 
featured  in  the  programme 
resemble  a  slightly  more  fun- 
loving  branch  of  the  train- 
spotter  family.  They 
are  into  serial  num¬ 
bers  and  list-making, 
they  have  lost  all 
sense  erf  proportion, 
and  at  the  centre  of 
their  obsession 
pumps  a  nostalgic 
heart  for  in  a  world 
dominated  by  steel 
structures,  the  wood¬ 
en  rollercoaster  occu¬ 
pies  a  position  akin  to 
that  of  locomotion  by 
steam. 

But  there  is  more  to 
it  than  merely  riding 
and  cataloguing.  The 
Rev  Cliff  Herring  of 
Pennsylvania  has  con¬ 
ducted  numerous 
marriage  ceremonies 
aboard  rollercoasters, 
and  claims,  that  every 
couple  so  spliced  has 
stayed  together.  “I 
think  it  increases  their 
chances  of  staying  to¬ 
gether  because  they 
are  willing  to  look  at  a 
relationship  as  some¬ 
thing  that  is  not  just  n 
dull  and  traditional,” 
he  claims.  But  h  may  have 
more  to  do  with  the  assertion 
by  a  member  of  die 
Rollercoaster  Club  of  Great 
Britain  that  ooastennantacs 
prefer  coasting  to  sex.  One  of 
them,  indeed,  admits  to  loving 
rollercoasters  more  than  he 
loves  bis  wife.  One  wonders 
what  these,  couples,  so  firmly 
locked  in  marriage,  actually 
do  all  day. 

According  to  the  Rev  Nick 
Bralesford  of  Chapekas-Je- 
Frith.  Derbyshire,  whan  I 
caught  just  before  he  disap¬ 
peared  on  a  three-week  roller- 
coasting  tour  of  America,  they 
just  ride  a  lot  of  rollercoasters. 

“I  have  been  at  it  for  38 
years,"  he  says,  “Since  tny 
father  took  me  on  the  Billy 
Budin  figure  Eight  in 
Skegness  when  I  was  four,  I 


The  ups  and 
downs  of 
coastermania 


even  proposed  to  my  wife  half¬ 
way  up  the  lift-hill  of  the 
Grand  National  ride."  Thai,  of 
course,  was  in  the  days  before 
an  Englishman  could  actually 
sign  the  register  upside  down 
inside  a  corkscrew. 

To  tell  me  exactly  how  many 
coasters  he  had  rolled,  he  had 
to  consult  his  computer,  "five 
hundred  and  eight  different 
ones,  worldwide  —  in  Britain. 


five  times  the  normal  pull  of 
gravity,  that  one  can  really 
appreciate  the  benefits  of 
faith?  “Oh.  I  don't  think  it’s 
that  at  all.”  he  says.  “Although 
l  do  often  work  rollercoasting 
into  my  sermons,  to  illustrate 
the  ups  and  downs  and  unpre¬ 
dictability  of  our  journey 
through  life." 

He  finds  it  hard  to  explain 
what  makes  the  experience 


Thousands  flock  to  Alton  Towers  every  year  for  the  scariest  rides 


the  Continent  America  and 
Japan.  At  an  average  of  2D 
rides  per  rollercoaster,  that 
makes  10,000  rides,  each  of 
approximately  rale  third  of  a 
mile.  Which  is  to  say  that  1 
have -travelled  3.330  miles  by 
gravity  in  my  life. 

“I  shall  cover  another  hun¬ 
dred  or  so  over  the  new  year — 
last  year  we  drove  8.000  miles 
in  three  weeks  to  ride  100 
coasters." 

Expensive?  Not  a  bit  of  it  As 
a  member  of  the  5.000-strong 
American  Coaster  Enthusiasts 
(ACE),  he  has  a  free  season 
ticket  to  most  of  the  world's 
great  rides. 

Is  this  not  a  rather  peculiar 
passion  fora  vicar?  Or.  an  the 
other  hand,  is  it  perhaps  only 
when  being  turned  inside  out 
at  70mph  and  experiencing 


worth  having  10,000  times.  He 
talks  of  the  great  unique  rides 
like  tiie  Scandia  Screamer  in 
Ontario  and  Tokyo’s  Moon- 
sauh  Scramble,  and  how  they 
compare  to  production-line 
standards  such  as  the  Cork¬ 
screw  and  the  Wild  Mouse.  He 
explains  in  terms  of  out-of-seat 
experience  the  intensity  of 
forces  in  the  loop  at  the  back 
and  front  of  the  roller  (wooden 
ones  are  best  ridden  at  the 


front,  steel  ones  at  the  back). 
The  Moonsault  Scramble,  for 
example,  is  so  good  that  it 
makes  you  see  black  and 
white,  gives  you  tunnel  vision, 
and  occasionally  knocks  you 
out.  “It  gives  5.6  times  the  force 
of  gravity,  six  Gs  is  guaran¬ 
teed  unconsciousness." 

Are  the  pleasures  to  be 
derived  here  not  a  little  vicious 
for  a  vicar?  After  all,  a  Mr 
Glaister  talks  in  the  documen¬ 
tary  of  the  “Oh  my  God,  I’m 
being  pulled  down  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  by  the  devil 
himself  feeling". 

Mr  Bralesford’s  response  is 
a  stock  one  among  dangerous 
sports  enthusiasts:  “Roller- 
coasting  is  one  of  the  safest 
forms  of  transport  there  is. 
You  are  more  likely  to  get 
killed  in  your  car  on  the  way  to 
the  amusement  park,  than  on 
the  ride  itself."  We 
sinners,  however,  are 
well  aware  that  the 
two  perils  are  not 
mutually  exclusive. 

“Of  course,  a  decent 
ride  should  make  you 
grab  the  handrail  the 
first  time  around,”  he 
says.  “But  the  true 
enthusiast  rides  with 
his  hands  in  the  air, 
moving  with  the  ride, 
feeling  it,  not  resisting 
it"  And  Mrs  Brales¬ 
ford?  “She  is  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  ride  com¬ 
panion  —  but  she  is 
not  so  keen  on  the 
technological  and  his¬ 
torical  side  as  I  am." 
Who  can  blame  her? 
At  least  she  does  not 
suffer  the  ignominy  of 
being  a  rollercoaster 
widow. 

The  thing  about  Mr 
Bralesford  and  Mr 
Herring  is  that  they 
cover  their  thousands 
of  murderous  miles 
les  confident  in  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  tetter  place 
to  come  (indeed,  Mr  Brales¬ 
ford  wears  a  T-shirt  announc¬ 
ing  “There  are  no  roller¬ 
coasters  in  heUI. 

But  for  potential  punters  not 
so  certain  of  salvation,  the 
words  of  one  coastermaniac 
on  New  Year’s  Day  may 
sound  more  than  a  little  dis¬ 
couraging:  "The  ultimate 
rollercoaster."  he  suggests,  “is 
one  when  everybody  comes 
lack  to  die  station  dead.” 


Just  soy  the  word 

There’s  a  language  course  that’s  backed  by  over 
one  hundred  years’  experience  in  helping  people 
communicate.  It’s  designed  to  have  you  speaking, 
thinking  and  enjoying  life  like  a  native  in  any  one  of  six 
countries  in  just  one  month.  It  works  the  way  you  learnt 
to  speak  as  a  child:  gradually  and  naturally.  It  takes  just 
30  minutes  of  your  time  for  30  days  and  builds  to  a  1 .000 
word  vocabulary.  It's  available  on  CD,  cassette  or  CD-ROM 
and  it  includes  the  last  word  in  practical  and  accessible 
support  materials.  It’s  called  Think  &  Talk  and  it's 
available  now.  Direct  ‘Yes*  to  Think  &  Talk  could  be  one 
of  the  best  things  you’ve  ever  said. 

It's  Berlitz 
Think  &  Talk 

The  complete  kHtguage  course 
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Janet  Daley 


■  Since  knife  attack  is  becoming 
fashionable  as  a  crime  among  the 
young,  it  is  essential 
that  some  specific  step  be  taken 


The  widow  of  Philip 
Lawrence  has  'said 
that  her  husband 
would  have  been  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  adulation 
which  made  him  Radio  4's 
Personality  of  the  Year. 
Such  is  the  response  of  the 
hero  to  praise:  it  was  noth¬ 
ing  —  1  was  only  doing  my 
job.  Mrs  Lawrence's  de¬ 
scription  of  her  late  hus¬ 
band  as  being  "modest  to 
the  point  of  self-depreca- • 
lion"  seems  of  a  piece  with 
the  rest  of  his  behaviour, 
which  was  based  on  the 
almost  forgotten  principle 
that  one  accepts  one's  re¬ 
sponsibilities  without  hesi¬ 
tation  or  complaint. 

Mrs  Lawrence  has  re¬ 
quested  that  his  memory  be 
commemorated  in  a  more 
lasting  way:  that  society 
somehow  rededicate  itself  to 
defeating  the  forces  of  vio¬ 
lence. 

Being  modest  herself,  she 
would  not  'say  so.  but  l 
suspect  that  she  would  like 
to  see  her  husband’s  death 
become  a  turning  point  — 
for  all  the  strength  of 
moral  outrage  and  sympa¬ 
thy  that  it  has  evoked  to  be 
channelled  into  a  crusade 
against  the  mindless  ur¬ 
ban  brutality  which  now 
looks  intractable. 

So  what  is  to 
be  done?  Given 
that  Mrs  Law¬ 
rence  has  proba¬ 
bly  expressed  the 
desire  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  peopled 
what  would  it 
mean  to  act  on 
such  a  wish?  If 
she  were  to  be 
granted  her  request  for  a 
public  forum  —  a  commis¬ 
sion  of  politicians  and 
churchmen  and  ordinary 
people  —  to  devote  them¬ 
selves  to  the  problem  of 
violence,  what  could  we 
expect  from  it?  What  would 
plausible  solutions  —  as 
opposed  to  predictable  plati¬ 
tudes  —  look  like? 

Mrs  Lawrence  is  right  to 
say  that  the  malaise  —  and 
the  public  fear  —  go  far 
beyond  the  matter  of  knife¬ 
carrying.  One  father  who 
made  the  mistake  of  trying 
to  defend  his  home  was 
beaten  almost  fatally  with  a 
brick.  Others  who  have 
intervened  to  stop  vandals 
have  been  locked  to  death. 

But  if  there  is  to  be  any 
hope  at  all  of  coming  to 
grips  with  the  mess  we  are 
now  in.  we  must  break  it 
down  into  ■  manageable 
parts.  And  in  the  case  of. 
Philip  Lawrence’s  own 
death,  the  immediate  cause 
was  the  proliferation  of 
knife-carrying.  If  there  are 
lawless  tribes  of  youths 
marauding  through  our  cit¬ 
ies.  then  that  is  a  problem  of 
such  huge  proportions  that 
it  defies  any  simple  analy¬ 
sis.  but  if  those  hordes  are 
now  universally  equipped 
with  knives,  then  that  is  a 
particular  fact  which  should 
be  amenable  to  remedy. 

Knife  attack  is  becoming 
fashionable  as  a  crime 
among  the  young.  The  car¬ 
rying  of  a  knife  has  itself 
become  a  sign  of  initiation 
into  criminal  street  culture. 
If  this  trend  is  not  to  become 


entrenched,  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  some  quite 
specific  step  be  taken.  There 
is  ah  intiguing  parallel  be¬ 
tween  the  rise  of  robbery  at 
knife  point  and  the  notori¬ 
ous  Victorian  crime  of  gar¬ 
rotting.  That  too  became  a1 
criminal  fashion,  provoking 
enormous  public  alarm  and 
popular  condemnation  in 
the  press.' 

From  1861  to  1863,  there 
had  been  a  sudden  wave  of 
street  robberies  using  this 
peculiarly  terrifying  meth¬ 
od.  A  gang  —  usually  con¬ 
sisting  of  three  people  — 
would  attack  from  behind, 
one  slipping  a  rope  around 
the  victim’s  reck.  With  a 
force  that  threatened  stran¬ 
gulation.  the  .victim’s  head 
would  be  pulled  backwards 
.  to  immobilise  him.  A  second 
attacker  struck  him  repeat¬ 
edly  from  the  front  while 
rifling  his  pockets.  A  third 
keeping  watch  ensured  that 
the  whole  swift  operation 
could  be  carried  out  even  in 
areas  that  police  regularly 
patrolled. 

.  The  success  of  the  tech¬ 
nique  —  which  was  marked 
by  gratuitous  ferocity,  not 
unlike  the  mare  savage 
muggings  of  recent  years  — 
led  to  hubris.  Just  as  the 
knife  gives 
Dutch  courage  to 
young  criminals 
now.  the  gar¬ 
rotters  emerged 
boldly  from  their 
usual  territory  of 
the  East  End  into 
the  most  respect¬ 
able  parts  of  Lon¬ 
don.  So  confident 
did  they  become 
that  they  no  long¬ 
er  sought  dark  alleyways 
but  carried  out  their  attacks 
in  broad  daylight  —  as 
knife-welding  assailants  of- 
•  ten  do  now.  In  1862,  an  MP 
walking  from  Parliament  to 
his  club  in  Pall  Mall  was 
garrotted  in  a  well-lit  spot. 
None  of  the  five  policemen 
walking  the  area- heard  an 
untoward  sound. 

Inevitably,  garrotting 
led  to  deaths.  One  vic¬ 
tim's  throat  was 
crushed,  another  died  of  the 
wounds  he  suffered  in  a 
struggle  with  his  attackers. 
As  now,  the  public  was 
enraged  and  frightened  by 
this  apparently  unstoppable 
wave  of  incidents.  Vigilan¬ 
tes  who  sought  out  the 
gangs  were  apparently  so 
fearsome  themselves  as  to 
strike  terror  into  passers-by. 

The  Victorians,  less  en¬ 
cumbered  by  class  guilt  and 
moral  ambivalence' than  we 
are.  took  the  steps  that 
seemed  to  be  called  for  the 
Garrotting  Act  of  1863  pre¬ 
scribed  flogging  for  convict¬ 
ed  offenders  and  the  police 
improved  their  tactics  of 
surveillance  so  that  arrests 
became  far  more  frequent¬ 
ly  1865,  garrotting  had 
virtually  died  out 
Call  it  what  you  will  — 
moral  panic,  middle-class 
vengeance  or  a  secure  belief 
in  the  right  of  law-abiding 
people  to  safety  —  the 
Victorians  had  what  we 
singularly  lack:  the  political 
will  to  enforce  their  soda! 
values.  Withojat  that,  i  fear 
we  are  lost. 


If  tribes  of 
youths  carry 
knives,  that 
should  be 
amenable 
to  remedy 
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Poet  Padraic  Pearse  had  a  romantic  vision  for  Ireland,  but  he  was  executed  by  the  EnglishjgJ916 

Death  of  a  dreamer 


E 


sense,  the  decisive, 


land  knows  who  Padraic 
Pearse  was,  but  hardly  anyone 
in  England  remembers.  That  is  an 
example  of  the  crass  ignorance  which 
made  the  English  govern  Ireland  so 
badly  for  some  750  years. 

He  does  not  even  appear  in  the 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography, 
which  has  room  for  many  less 
important  Irish  figures:  The  80th 
anniversary  of  his  death  will  be  this 
April;  what  he' wrote,  what  he  did, 
and  what  he  believed  in  remain  very 
relevant  to  the  future  of  the  peace 
process  and  the  history  of  modem 
Ireland. 

Padraic  Pearse  was  a  poet,  one  of 
the  best  Irish  poets  of  his  time.  His 
own  poetry  was  mainly  written  in  the 
Irish  language,  though  he  also  trans¬ 
lated  poetry  from  Irish  into  English. 

His.  Irish  poetry  was  itself  translat¬ 
ed  by  Thomas  MacDonagh,  another 
name  which  will  be  quite  familiar  to 
Irish  readers  but  is  almost  unknown 
to  the  English.  MacDonagh  translat¬ 
ed  Padraic  Pearse’s  poem  To  Death; 
it  has  been  taken  as  an  epitaph. 

/  have  not  gathered  gold; 

The  fame  that  I  won  perished; 

In  love  l  found  but  sorrow, 

Thar  withered  my  life. 

Of  wealth  or  of  glory 

l  shall  leave  nothing  behind  me 

(I  think  it,  O  God,  enough!) 

But  my  name  in  the  heart  of  a 
child. 

Padraic  Pearse  was  a  leading 
figure,  perhaps  the  leading  figure,  in 
a  group  of  Irish  people  who  early  in 
this  century  had  an  historic  and 
poetic  vision  for  the  future  of  Ireland. 
His  first  biographer.  Padraic  Colum, 
defines  it  in  this  way:  "All  his 
programmes  were  for  the  recreation 
of  a  chivalry  in  Ireland." 

Padraic  Pearse  was  on  the  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Gaelic  League  and  editor  of 
its  weekly  An  Claidheamh  Soluis 
(the  Sword  of  Light).  Like  many  Irish 
patriots,  he  was  partly  English  by 
descent;  his  father,  an  Englishman 
living  in  Ireland,  had  been  brought 
up  as  a  Protestant.  His  deep  Catholi¬ 


cism  be  had  from  his  mother;  he  did 
not  marry,  but  shared  his  home  with 
her,  with  his  brother  William  — 
another  name  the  Irish  remember  — 
and  his  two  sisters. 

He  taught  himself  the  old  Gaelic 
language.  He  believed  that  the  last¬ 
ing  values  of  Irish  civilisation,  going 
back  to  die  age  of  heroes,  had  best 
been  preserved  by  the  Irish  peasantry 
in  their  poverty;  he  mastered  the 
language  by  spending  long  periods  in 
a  cottage  he  owned  in  one  of  the 
poorest  parts  of  West  Connacht. 

In  1908  he  derided  it  would  be  more 
important  to  be  an  educator  than  an 
editor  he  retired  from  die  Gaelic 
League’s  journal,  and  founded  two 
schools  near  Dublin,  St  Enda'S  for 
boys  and  St  Ha's  for  girls.  They  were 
then  die  only  lay  Catholic  schools  in 
Ireland.  We  can  best  understand  his 
underlying  philosophy  through  what 
he  wrote  about  education. 

“All  the  problems  with  which  we 
strive  were  long  ago  solved  by  our 
ancestors,  only  their  solutions  have 
been  forgotten ...  for  my  part  I  take 
off  my  hat  to  the  old  Irish  . . .  their 
very  names  for  ’education’  and 
teacher’  and  ’pupil'  show  that  they 
had  gripped  the  heart  of  the  problem. 
The  word  for  ’education’  among  the 
old  Gael  was  the  same  as  the  word 
for  ‘fostering',  the  teacher  was  a 
■fosterer’  and  the  pupil  was  a  foster- 
child’. 

"Now  to  ‘foster’  is  exactly  the 
function  of  a  teacher;  not  primarily  to 
‘lead  up’,  to  ‘guide’,  to  ’conduct 
through  a- course  of  studies'  and  still 
less  to  ’indoctrinate’,  to  ‘inform’,  to 
‘prepare  for  exams',  but  primarily  to 
foster’  the  elements  of  character 
already  present...  One  does  not 
want  to  drill  all  one’s  pupils  into  so 
many  regulation  little  soldiers  or  so 
many  stodgy  little  citizens,  though 
this  is  apparently  the  aim  of  the  most 
cried -up  of  modern  systems . . .  The 
true  teacher  will  recognise  in  each  of 
his  pupils  an  individual  human  soul. 


distinct  and  different  from  every 
other  human  soul  that  has  ever  been 
fashioned  by  God.” 

Such  were  the  principles  erf  his 
liberal  combination  of  religious  faith, 
romantic  antiquarian! sm  and  Irish 
nationalism.  What  did  we  do  with 
this  saintly  poet?  We  shot.  him.  He 
died  in  Dublin  Castle  after  file  Easter 
Rising  of  1916,  along  with  Thomas 
MacDonagh.  his  brother  William 
Pearse,  and  seme  17  others. 

These  are  the  Irishmen  of  whom 
William  Butler  Yeats  wrote: 

Our  part 

To  murmur  name  upon  name. 

As  a  mother  names  her  child 

One  cannot  even  blame  the  Eng¬ 
lish  for  shooting  Padraic  Pearse. 


Rees~Mogg 


Easter  in  1916  came  late  in  April,  only 
a  couple  of  months  before  the  Bailie 
of  the  Somme.  An  army  which  was 
about  to  lose  90,000  of  its  own  men  in 
one  battle  could  hardly  be  expected  to 
spare  20  Irish  rebels  taken  in  arras, 
even  if  three  of  them  were  good  poets. 

The  only  solid  reason  or  state  for 
sparing  them  would  have  been  the 
public  relations  cost  in  the  United 
States,  which  had  not  yet  entered  the 
war.  They  were  not  spared. 

Why  did  Padraic  Pearse  think  it 
right  to  join  the  Irish  Volunteers  — 
precursors  of  the  Irish  Republican 
Array  —  and  attempt  an  uprising 
against  overwhelming  British  power 
in  the  middle  of  the  First  World  War? 
Partly  because  he  was  a  poet;  his 
assessment  of  the  prospers  of  a 
successful  rebellion  was  not  that  of  a 
practical  military  man.  The  parallel 


is  Byron's  death  at  Missolonghi; 
Greece  like  Ireland  was  to  win  her 
freedom  within  a  few  years. 

The  early  Irish  stories  which 
Padraic  Pearse  knew  and  taught  are 
full  of  noble  sacrifices,  forlorn  hopes 
and  the  deaths  of  heroes.  An  Irish 
poet  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
had  written,  in  Padraic  Pearse’s  own 
translation: 

Ora  barque’s  crew  that  a  sea  hath 
whelmed. 

Or  a  band  sentenced  to  death. 

Or  thralls  in  Gall’s,  fetters 

Irish  under  outlanders! 

He  thought  "Irish  under  ou dand¬ 
ers"  as  intolerable  as  Byron  thought 
Greeks  under  Ottoman  rule,  or  the 
English  of  1914  thought  Europe 
under  the  Prussian  Empire.  He 
accepted  the  loss  of  his  life  as  a  price 
necessary  for  national  liberty.  In  any 
other  context  but  the  Anglo-Irish,  the 
English  tradition  would  have 
honoured  such  a  man. 

When  one  looks  at  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  his  death,  one  can  see  an 
almost  immediate  vindication,  in¬ 
cluding  one  chance  but  very  impor¬ 
tant  side-effect,  and  a  longer-term 
tragedy.  The  side-effect  may,  strange¬ 
ly  enough,  have  ensured  British 
victory  in  the  First  World  War.  David 
Lloyd  George  was  about  to  go  to 
Russia  with  Lord  Kitchener  an  a 
munitions  supply  mission.  Lloyd 
George  was  diverted  to  Ireland;  the 
cruiser  Hampshire,  on  which  he 
would  otherwise  have  been  travel¬ 
ling.  struck  a  mine  and  virtually 
everyone,  including  Kitchener,  was 
drowned.  Without  Lloyd  George  as 
Prime  Minister  in  1917.  the  war  might 
well  have  been  lost 

For  Ireland,  the  Easter  Rising  and 
its  repression  destroyed  support  for 
the  moderate  pro-British  leadership 
of  the  nationalists;  it  led  to  full 
independence  of  the  South  after  1921, 
and  to  the  creation  of  the  modem 
Republic.  Padraic  Pearse  is,  in  this 
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terrorism  which  he  did  ^  he 
fought  ah  OP®1  battie  agauist  - 
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the  Protestant  majority  m 

Northern  Ireland.  PadraK  Pearse 
fought  to  bring  to  an  end  the  werotyj  ■ 
by  Britain  of  the  Catholic  majority  in 
Southern  Ireland. 

The  decision  to  extpute  ' 

however  understandable  in  the  • 

circumstances  of  1916.  widened 
the  breach  of  alienation  between 
Ireland  and  England  which  the  peace 
process  is  trying  to  dose,  but  with 

such  difficulty.  .  __ 

Yet  die  greatest  tragedy  i  s  perhaps 
that  the  independent  Ireland  that 
emerged  was  not  the  land  of  the 
Gaelic  League’s  vision,  and  is  becom¬ 
ing  less  so  by  the  year.  The  duvataws 
values  that  Padraic  Pearse  fought  tor 
were  those  of  an  ancient  Catholic 
peasant  land  of  myth.  Those  values 
have  just  continued  to  influence 
Ireland,  as  is  evident  in  the  contin¬ 
uing  hold  of  the  Catholic  Church,  but 
the  divorce  referendum  shows  that 
even  that  is  now  in  decline. 

The  Gaelic  League  looked  back  to 
the  Celtic  culture  of  the  time  of  St 
Patrick.  “The  Ireland  they  willed 
would  not  be  an  autonomous  West 
Britain  but  a  resurgent  Gaelic  nation¬ 
ality."  The  Ireland  they  got  was  not, 
indeed,  “an  autonomous  West  Brit¬ 
ain”  but  ft  was  not  a  “resurgent 
Gaelic  nationality”  either.  Perhaps 
Padraic  Pearse  knew  that  his  roman¬ 
tic  vision  was  not  attainable; 

I  turned  mv  back 

On  the  dream  I  had  shaped. 

And  to  this  road  before  me 
My  face  1  turned. 

I  set  my  face 

To  the  road  here  before  me. 

To  the  work  that  l  see , 

To  the  death  that  I  shall  meet. 


* 


Blessings  of  a  bleak  midwinter 


There  is  a  particular  kind  of 
voice  they  use  on  the  radio 
for  bad  weather  news.  It 
drops  by  a  doom-laden  semi¬ 
tone  as  the  statistics  of  snow-bound 
Britain  are  read  out:  4,000  homes  still 
cut  off. . .  emergency  measures . . . 
workers  struggling  to  restore  electric¬ 
ity.  There  is  a  hint  of  suffering 
beyond  th’e  imagination.  They  make 
it  sound  like  Sarajevo. 

Since  I  am  sending  this  column 
from  the  ice  hell  they  call  northern 
Scotland  I  would  naturally  like  to 
embellish  the  picture,  to  describe  the 
flickering  candlelight  by  which  I 
write,  the  heroism  of  my  wife  as  she 
struggles  through  the  snow  for  our 
supplies  of  pemmiean  and  oatcakes, 
the  remarkable  ingenuity  of  my  son 
who  has  rigged  up  a  makeshift  gener¬ 
ator  to  power  the  laptop  computer 
while  my  daughter  melts  snow  to 
dilute  what  may  be  the  last 
malt  whisky  1  shall  sip  for  many  a 
dark  day. 

It  is  not  quite  like  that,  although  we 
are  on  the  northern  tip  of  Britain, 
about  to  embark  for  Orkney  across  a 
leaden  sea.  We  have,  it  is  true,  had 
the  experience  of  shovelling  snow- 
slewed  cars  out  of  roadside  drifts, 
applying  boiling  water  to  frozen 
windscreens,  and  driving  300  miles 
along  single-tracked  dual  carriage¬ 
ways  said  to  be  negotiable  only  “with 
extreme  caution".  We  have  nursed 
freezing  fingers  and  learnt  the  true 
meaning  of  "the  wind-chiU  factor", 
when  a  gentle  breeze  on  an  open  hill¬ 
side  acquires  a  cutting  edge  like  razor 
wire.  But  we  have  also  witnessed 
scenes  of  breathtaking  beauty’:  snow- 
wrapped  hills  bathed  in  the  pink  light 
of  morning;  a  pelmet  of  icicles  beside 
the  road,  catching  the  light  of  the 
evening  sun;  the  dazzling  white  of  a 
winter  cliff,  fading  into  a  grey  sea. 

As  for  the  traditional  “road  chaos". 
1  regret  to  report  that  1  have  been 
unable  to  locate  it.  Far  from  Britain’s 
snowploughs  and  gri  tiers  being 
“caught  on  the  hop"  as  most  stories 
hare  assumed,  in  Scotland  at  least 
they  have  kept  a  remarkable  number 
of  roads  open  and  reasonably 
sanded.  The  speed  of  travel,  not 


Magnus  Linklater  in  the  North  of  Scotland  relearns 
some  basic  lessons  about  dealing  with  ice  and  snow 


The  milk  and  (he  mail  got  through  yesterday  in  parts  of  snow-bound  Britain,  thanks  to  deliveries  by  sledge 


surprisingly,  has  been  halved,  and 
overtaking  is  such  a  hazardous 
business  that  no  one  affemprs  it  But  I 
saw  no  abandoned  cars,  overturned 
lorries  or  ashen-faced  AA  men  talk¬ 
ing  of  “nightmare  conditions".  1  can. 
however,  say  that  there  is  a  strange 
excitement  about  embarking  on  a 
road  where  no  plough  has  yet 
ventured,  and  where  only  a  few 
tyremarks  show  that  you  area  part  of 
an  intrepid  elite,  that  you  rapidly 
acquire  a  sixth  sense  about  icy 
stretches  and  that  controlling  a 
wheelspin  is  actually  rather  exhila¬ 
rating.  Shakespeare  was  on  to  some¬ 
thing  when  he  wrote  about 
“wondrous  strange  snow'". 


The  British  like  to  make  a  drama 
out  of  the  weather;  indeed.  Shake¬ 
speare  may  well  be  responsible  for 
that.  But  did  we  always  exaggerate  its 
effects  as  we  do  today?  I  remember  — 
at  least  1  think  1  do  —  the  ice-bound 
winters  of  my  childhood,  in  which 
snow  chains  on  cars  were  a  regular 
pan  of  life,  and  you  never  travelled 
anywhere  without  a  spade  and  a  sack 
of  sand  in  the  boot.  I  don’t  recall  snow 
being  headline  news  then,  but  per¬ 
haps  I  didn’t  read  the  newspapers. 

Certainly,  in  previous  ages,  deep 
snow  was  a  routine  part  of  life. 
Robert  Bums  describes  a  journey 
north  to  Blair  Athol!  in  Perthshire, 
through  drifts  7ft  deep.  In  a  horse- 


drawn  carriage  and  over  rutted 
tracks,  it  must  have  been  truly 
a  hellish  journey,  bur  the  poet 
merely  alludes  to  the  weather  in  a 
throwaway  line. 

All  we  are  experiencing  now  is 
something  called  winter,  a  season 
that  used  to  happen  regularly,  but 
which  we  have  tended  to  forget  about. 
A  decade  or  more  of  mild  weather  has 
cocooned  us  against  the  reality  of 
shect-ice  and  drifting  snow.  As  a 
resulL  we  have  forgotten  some  basic 
lessons,  instincts  even,  about  dealing 
with  cold  weather. 

In  Peter  Hoeg’s  bestselling  novel. 
Miss  Sm ilia's  Feeling  for  Snow,  the 
heroine,  a  native  of  Greenland,  can 


identify  18  different  kinds  of  snow 
and  their  characteristics.  Her  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  of; icy  conditions,, 
almost  a  genetic  inheritance  from  her 
ancestors,  gives  her  an  extra  dimen¬ 
sion  of  intelligence  and  enables  her  to 
survive,  while  the  WBains  of  the  story 
perish.  - 

After  reading  about  Miss  S  mill  a.  I  * 
recommend  that  British  Rail  recruits 
a  native  Greenlander  to  help  to 
advise  cm  such  matters  as  why  the 
light  and  feathery  qanik  snow  falls  as 
it  does,  and  the  significance  of  the  fact 
that  its  crystals  acquire  tiie  shape  of  a 
coffin  as  they  get  colder.  Never  again 
wifi  BR  need  to  blame  “the  wrong 
kind  of  snow". 

For  the  rest  of  us,  it’s  a  matter 
of  acquiring,  through  bitter 
experience,  some  basic  les¬ 
sons  about  ice.  snow,  and": 
temperatures  of  minus  ten.  Like, 
never  take  a  Volvo  downhill  over 
packed  snow.  The  car  may  be 
Swedish-built,  but  driving  it  without 
snow  tyres  Is  like  piloting  a  pair  of 
skis,  oilly  far  more  frightening.  The 
best  car  on  slippery  surfaces  is  the 
absurdly  shaped  Citroen  2CV,  whose 
big  wheels  and  even  weight  distribu¬ 
tion  give  it  a  better  grip  than  heavier, 
more  powerful  cars.  (NB,  this  is  folk 
wisdom  rather  than  expert  inform¬ 
ation  and  should  naturally  be  treated  - 
with  caution.)  If  you  are  negotiating 
an  icy  hill,  never  touch  the  brakes 
when  you  have  started  to  slide,  just 
turn  the  steering  wheel  gently  in  the 
general  direction  of  the  skid  —  and 
pray. 

Always  think  ahead  ahout  what 
you  are  wearing  and  why  it’s  not 
going  to  be  enough.  When  you  are 
shopping,  remind  yourself  that  you 
may  not  be  able  to  do  so  again  for  a 
week.  Think  seriously  about  candles. 

And  remember  that  most  things  in 
the  cold  take  longer.  You  tend  to  dress 
slowly  and  carefully,  protecting  the 
exposed  bits.  You  walk  delicately.  i 
You  drive  with  circumspection,  life  *■- 
slows  down  when  you  think  ahead. 

Perhaps,  after  all,  there  is  some-  ■ 
thing  to  be  said  for  the  bleak 
midwinter. 
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Battle  royal 


THE  PRINCESS  ROYAL  is  kick¬ 
ing  out  over  proposals  for  a  new 
housing  estate  in  her  backyard. 
She  has  lodged  a  formal  objection 
with  her  local  council  after  hearing 
of  plans  for  “an  executive  village" 
on  the  site  of  a  14th-century  mill 
bordering  her  Gloucestershire 
home.  Gatcombe  Park.  .  » 

A  London-based  property  devel¬ 
oper  is  planning  to  build  73  homes 
on  the  site  of  the  mill,  a  former 


clothing  factoty'  in  a  picturesque 
pocket  with  its  own  lake.  The 
Princess  appears  to  be  baring  her 
formidable  teeth  in  the  saga,  sav¬ 
ing  the  development  is  too  big  and 
that  it  could  pose  security  prob¬ 
lems.  She  has  appointed  planning 
agents  to  argue  her  case. 

The  company  behind  the 
scheme.  Hartley  Property'  Develop¬ 
ments,  protests  its  innocence. 
“Without  being  rude,  a  lot  of  the 
comments  from  their  side  do  seem 
to  be  a  little  empty-."  said  a 
spokesman.  "Nothing  wc  would  do 
on  that  site  would  be  intended  to 
prejudice  their  security.’’ 

It  is  not  dear  whether  Hanley's 
marketing  campaign  would" 
capitalise  on  the  development’s 
proximity  to  the  Gatcombe  house¬ 
hold.  if  Slroud  council's  planners 
nodded  the  scheme  through.  Bur 
the  Princess  Royal  is  laying  a  good 
few  •  water  jumps  in  their  path 
before  thej’  get  to  that  stage. 

•  While  Tony  and  Cherie  Blair 
soaked  up  the  Australian  sunshine 
this  Christmas.  I  trust  they  thought 
fleelingly  of  the  Labour  MP  for 
Pembroke.  Nick  Ainger.  He  was 
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among  200  brave  souls  who 
plunged  into  the  icy  sea  for  the 
25th  annual  Boxing  Day  swim  at 
Tenby  in  South  Wales.  He  uvw  a 
sombrero  and  went  in  up  to  his 
neck. 


Merry  men 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  University 
mafia  has  dominated  the  Cabinet 
in  recent  years,  but  a  terrace  house 
in  Nottingham  may  come  to  be 
seen  as  tiie  cradle  of  a  future  gov¬ 
ernment  The  Labour  challengers 
at  the  general  election  to  John  Ma¬ 
jor,  Brian  Mawhinney  and  Doug¬ 
las  Hogg  are  a  trio  who  plotted 
their  political  careers  while  sharing 
lodgings  as  students  in  the  city'. 

Jason  Reece  and  Sean  Harris, 
both  teachers,  have  been  selected  to 


take  on  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Agriculture  Minister  respectively. 
Lee  Steptcv.  a  local  government  of¬ 
ficer.  is  challenging  the  party  chair¬ 
man.  "We  were  all  involved  in  the 
Labour  Club  at  university."  says 
Reece.  “But  we  didn’t  sit  a  round  rhe 
kitchen  table  plotting  our  careers 
on  the  back  of  an  envelope  like 
Michael  Heseltine.  It’s  a  coinci¬ 
dence  really.” 

•  Cops  in  New  York  who  picked  up 
an  abandoned  puppy  in  Central 
Park  the  other  day  arc  trying  to 
find  the  emaciated  creature  a 
home  bv  the  new  year.  “ She's  as 
skinny  as  Kate  Moss.  “  says  one  of¬ 
ficer.  "So  that's  what  we've  called 


Puppy  Jove:  Kale  Moss 


her.  We  need  somebody  who's  pre¬ 
pared  to  live  with  Kate  Moss." 


Dumfreeze 

A  SCOTTISH  castle  which  has  tak¬ 
en  all  that  the  elements  could  throw 
at  it  over  seven  centuries  might 
seem  the  place  to  sit  out  blizzards. 
But  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  whose 
family  was  reportedly  given 
Drumlanrig  Castle  in  Dumfries¬ 
shire  by  Robert  the  Bruce  in  1300,  is 
having  a  disagreeable  lime. 

There  was  a  power  cut  yesterday 
forcing  Europe’s  biggest  landown¬ 
er.  wheelchair-bound  since  a  burn¬ 
ing  accident,  to  huddle  up  to  a  coal 
fire  by  candlelight. 

“It’s  bitterly  cold.  Down  to  minus 
14  degrees  last  night  and  not  a  lot  of 
fun."  quivered  an  ancient  retainer 
who  couldn’t  get  through  to  His 
Grace,  holed  up  as  he  was  in 
another  wing  of  the  baronial  hall 
where  the  phone  lines  were  down. 
“We’ve  nav  had  any  heating,  but 
the  coal  fires  are  going  now  and  it's 
making  a  wee  difference." 


Bag  in  hand 

THE  QUEEN  behaved  with  the  ex¬ 
emplary  manners  of  a  middle-class 
daughter  on  Christmas  Day  out¬ 


side  church  at  Sandringham.  She 
didn’t  give  two  hoots  for  her  ap¬ 
pearance  in  front  of  the  heaving 
throng  of  journalists,  and  pottered 
happily  about  with  two  handbags 
on  her  left  arm. 

One  bag  was  hers,  while  the  oth¬ 
er  belonged  to  Queen  Elizabeth  the 
Queen  Mother,  whose  two  hands 
were  taken  up  with  walking  sticks 
after  her  recent  hip  operation. 
Buckingham  Palace  refuses  to 
identify  which  bag  belongs  to 
which  queen. 

There  were  ungallant  sugges¬ 
tions  yesterday  that  the  bag-carry¬ 
ing  role  might  be  a  Princess  of 
Wales-style  attempt  to  exploit  the 
sympathy  of  the  lower  classes  —  ev¬ 
erybody  would  identify  with  a 
daughter  who  carried  her  fraD 
muni’s  handbag. 

A  more  plausible  explanation 
comes  from  the  etiquette  expert  and 
author  of  Modern  Manners . 
Drustila  Beyfus:  “Handbaggery  is 
a  very  important  part  of  royal  ico¬ 
nography,"  she  said. 

‘sThe  Queen  and  her  mother  are 
very  very  rarely  separated  from 
their  handbags.  Ladies-in-waiting 
take  parcels  when  Her  Majesty 
goes  shopping  but  they  are  never 
entrusted  with  handbags." 

P-H-S 


Queen  of  the  handbags 
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CHRISTMAS  CHILL 

No  seasonal  cheer  for  Scottish  Hydro-Electric 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


The  Scots  are  a  stoical  breed.  Used  to 

*at,would  make  a  southerner 
blanch,  they  have  met  the  past  few  days' 
b hoards  with  remarkable  equanimity.  Even 
m  the  Shetland  and  Western  Isles,  where 
«®ie  have  been  without  electricity  for  five 
days,  there  is  a  general  determination  to 
soldier  on.  But  a  new  dimension  has  crept 
into  public  discussion  north  of  the  border  If 
anyone  but  God  is  to  blame  for  the  freezing 
conditions,  it  is  the  privatised  electricity 
company.  Scottish  Hydro-Electric. 

Yesterday  Calum  MacDonald.  Labour 
MP  for  the  Western  Isles,  blamed  staff  cuts 
at  Scottish  Hydro  for  the  slowness  of  the 
company's  response  to  power  cuts.  The 
company  has  replied  by  claiming  that,  of  the 
20.000  customers  who  lost  their  electridtv 
.  0°  Christmas  Day,  17,000  had  it  restored  by 
the  evening.  The  problem  for  the  remaining 
3,000  was  not  lack  of  engineers,  but  the 
impossibility  of  gaining  access  to  remote 
areas  cut  off  by  snow. 

Many  of  those  who  suffered  power  cuts 
had  no  other  source  of  energy  to  rely  upon. 
To  have  one’s  electricity  cut  off  on  Christmas 
Day.  even  if  only  for  a  day,  is  enough  to  test 
the  festive  spirit  The  prospect  of  cold  sand¬ 
wiches  in  a  freezing  house  instead  of  piping 
turkey  in  a  warm  kitchen  would  destroy 
most  people’s  Christmas  cheer.  But  until 
recently,  they  would  have  put  the  power 
failure  down  to  bad  luck  and  bad  weather. 

The  difference  now  lies  in  the  changed 
ownership  of  the  utility  companies.  It  is  hard 
to  feel  public-spirited  about  a  company  in 
private  hands.  When  the  utility  companies 
were  publicly  owned,  their  managers  found 
it  relatively  easy  to  invoke  a  sense  of  civic 
duly  about,  for  instance,  saving  water 


during  a  drought.  Now  customers  look  at 
the  huge  salary  increases  of  the  directors,  the 
burgeoning  profits  and  the  booming  divi¬ 
dends  and  wonder  why  they  should  have  to 
make  a  sacrifice  to  fine  the  pockets  of 
managers  and  shareholders.  The  moral 
authority  that  once  was  there  has  been  lost. 

Companies  such  as  Scottish  Hydro  or 
Yorkshire  Water  bemoan  their  fate.'  They 
point  out  that  this  is  the  worst  weather  on  the 
Shetland  Isles  for  *10  years;  and  the  summer 
in  England  was  the  driest  since  1727.  No 
supplier  should  be  expected  to  achieve 
miracles.  Moreover,  their  services  have 
improved  significantly  since  privatisation. 
They  seem  to  win  no  credit  only  blame. 

Yet  the  managers  of  these  utilities  cannot 
escape  blame  for  the  way  in  which  they  are 
perceived  by  the  public.  Since  being  priva¬ 
tised,  they  have  retained  all  the  arroganceof 
nationalised  industry  bosses,  while  paying 
themselves  the  salaries  of  large  private 
company  managers.  At  Scottish  Hydro,  the 
highest-paid  director  before  privatisation 
earned  £50.000;  within  three  years  his 
salary  had  risen  to  £231,000,  an  increase  of 
362  per  cent.  At  the  same  time,  the  company 
was  asking  its  staff  to  accept  pay  cuts. 

Private  companies  cannot  expect  their 
customers  to  suffer  in  silence.  In  most 
sectors,  customers  can  simply  move  their 
business  to  a  competitor.  With  monopoly 
suppliers,  they  have  no  choice,  so  the  only 
outlet  for  their  fury  is  vocal  complaint. 
Utility  directors  can,  however,  assuage  this 
anger.  A  combination  of  humility,  contrition 
and,  for  the  worst  affected,  financial 
compensation  would  warm  the  hearts  of  the 
most  frozen  islanders.  Such  an  offer  has  yer 
to  be  made. 


Embassies’  role  in  Support  for  courts-martial  system 

eXpOrt  SllCCeSS  c.v  P VurfonVl-  r  /luff/in  members  had  led  to  imiustice:  nc 


BONE-HEADED  CHINA 

Peking  ignores  Hong  Kong's  Democrats  at  its  peril 


Peking's  allies  in  Hong  Kong  like  to  refer  to 
1996  as  the  “year  of  decision’’.  They  are  right 
—  for  China  as  well  as  for  Hong  Kong’s 
people.  Hong  Kong  is  a  territory  whose 
prosperity  depends  to  an  exceptionally  high 
degree  on  confidence,  an  intangible  quality 
which  can  evaporate  overnight.  With  only  IS 
months  to  go  before  the  colony  is  handed 
over,  Peking’s  every  move  from  now  on  will 
be  warily  scrutinised. 

China  has  $25  billion  invested  in  Hong 
Kong,  half  its  exports  go  through  it,  and  the 
wealth  produced  by  this  community  of  only 
six  million  people  is  equivalent  to  a  quarter 
of  China’s  GDP.  A  wisely  governed  China 
would  do  everything  possible  to  guard  the 
secrets  of  Hong  Kong's  success. 

Instead,  towards  Hong  Kong  as  towards 
Taiwan,  Peking  persists  in  a  needlessly  and 
foolishly  aggressive  stance  which  has  begun 
to  worry  even  its  close  associates  in  Hong 
Kong.  In  September,  it  treated  Hong  Kong's 
first  free  legislative  elections,  in  which 
Democrats  won  nearly  half  the  seats,  with 
hostility  and  contempt  So  much  for  the 
pledge  that  “Hong  Kong  people  will  rule 
Hong  Kong".  In  October,  it  made  known  its 
derision  to  emasculate  Hong  Kong’s  Bifl  of 
Rights  in  1997  and  to  reinstate  laws  recently 
amended  or  scrapped  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  Bill’s  provisions  on  cavil  rights.  . 

Today  China  is  due  to  announce  the 
membership  of  the  150-member  Preparatory 
Committee,  its  chosen  vehicle  for  handling 
the  delicate  business  of  the  transition.  To 
this  committee,  chaired  by  Qian  Qichen,  the 
Chinese  Fbreign- Minister,  China  has  as¬ 
signed  decisions  of  the  first  importance.  It  is 
to  advise  on  laws  to  be  amended  or  repealed 
in  1997,  including  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Jt  wifi 
appoint  an  electoral  college  of  400  Hong 
Kong  citizens,  which  in  turn  wifi  designate  a 
Chief  Executive  to  take  over  from  the 
Governor,  Chris  Patten,  in  1997.  On  the 
assumption  that  Peking  unwisely  persists  in 
its  decision  to  disband  Hong  Kong's 


democratically  elected  -legislative  bodies  in 
1997,  the  Preparatory  Committee  will  also 
appoint  a  provisional  legislature  to  serve 
until  new  elections  are  held,  under  a  more 
restricted  franchise,  at  an  unspecified  date. 

These  considerations  ought  logically  to 
have  prompted  China  to  appoint  a  genuinely 
representative  body,  trusted  to  do  the  best 
for  Hong  Kong.  Instead,  it  has  indicated  that 
more  than  a  third  will  be  mainland  Chinese 
—  and  that  not  one  of  Hong  Kong’s  Demo¬ 
crats  will  be  included.  The  point  will  not  be 
lost  on  the  thousands  of  civil  servants, 
lawyers,  teachers  and  members  of  the  police 
force  who  are  anxiously  weighing  their 
prospects  under  a  new  administration. 

Businessmen  will  not  wait  until  midnight 
on  June  30, 1997  to  deride  whether  they  are 
confident  that  the  rule  of  law  will  continue  to 
be  impartially  upheld.  Some  are  already 
moving  the  legal  domicile  of  their  companies 
elsewhere.  Nervousness  is  not  limited  to 
Western  companies.  Earlier  tins  month 
Larry  Yung,  son  of  a  Chinese  Vice-President 
and  the  chairman  of  Citic,  Pricing's  giant 
investment  flagship  in  Hong  Kong,  stated 
bluntly  and  publicly  that  there  was  wide¬ 
spread  ignorance  in  Peking  about  Hong 
Kong.  China,  he  added,  “could  kill  Hong 
Kong"  by  interfering  directly,  or  by  appoint¬ 
ing  an  administration  that  “bent  over 
backwards"  to  accommodate  its  wishes. 
Citing  "real  concern"  about  spreading 
corruption,  he  called  on  Hong  Kong’s  people 
to  “stand  up"  for  the  autonomy  which  China 
is  formally  pledged  to  respect 

Eighteen  months  from  now,  the  world’s 
cameras  will  be  trained  on  Hong  Kong.  On 
present  trends,  they  are  likely  to  find  its 
elected  leaders  thrown  out  of  office,  its  laws 
in  turmoil  and  its  ablest  citizens  departed  or 
poised  for  flight  China’s  waiy  old  men 
refuse  to  listen  to  Hong  Kong’s  voters,  who 
have  made  the  place  what  it  is.  But  they 
should  at  least  pay  heed  to  Larry  Yung;  he 
speaks  from  the  heart  of  the  Chinese  £lite. 


FAMILY  AFFAIRS 


For  those  bom  under  the  sign  of-Cancer.  this 
should  be  one  of  the  pleasantest  seasons  of 
the  year.  The  particular  predilections  of  this 
sign  are  well-catered  for  by  what  ought  to  be 
the  real  meaning  of  the  Christinas  spirit  For 
Cancerians  are  regarded  as  the  most 
devoted  family  members  in  the  zodiac 
spectrum.  Their  reputed  virtues  are  sym¬ 
pathy,  compassion  and  care  for  the  feelings 
of  others.  Perhaps  unfortunately  for  their 
own  peace  of  mind,  these  traits  are  said  to  be 
offset  by  a  tendency  toward  hypersensitivity 
and  something  of  a  preference  for  emotion 
over  reason  as  a  guide  to  action. 

This  picture  seems  to  apply  in  many 
respects  to  toe  most  prominent  Cancerian  in 
the  land:,  the  Princess  of  Wales.  Her 
demonstrable  concern  for  the  suffering  and 
troubles  of  other  people — and  her  particular 
interest  in  children  —  are  remarkably 
consistent  with,  the  traditional  depiction  of 
the  Cancerian  character.  But  what  goes 
along  with  these  personality  traits  is  what 
astrologers  describe  as  a  deep  need  for 
emotional  security  and  an  unwillingness  to 
forget  slights:  inclinations  that  could  well 
influence  toe  Princess’s  future  as  much  as 
her  desire  to  relieve  others’  pain. 

Official  astrological  advice  to  Cancerians 
for  1996  Es  fo  concentrate  on  their  long-term 
status  and  recognition,  counsel  which  toe 
Princess  will  probably  need  little  encourage¬ 
ment  to  heed.  It  does  not  seem  inconceivable 
that  other  well-known  Cancerians  such  as 


Nelson  Mandela,  Sir  Edward  Heath  and 
Lord  Owen  wifi  also  be  attending  to  their 
long-term  public  reputations. 

But  it  is  private  life  more  than  public 
stature  that  is  thought' to  be  the  pivot  of 
Cancerian  existence,  with  the  family  being 
its  primary  focus.  As  this  is.  above  all,  the 
season  of  the  family  —  the  celebration  of  a 
holy  one  as  well  as  the  gathering  of  so  many 
ordinary  ones  —  it  seems  an  appropriate 
time  to  appreciate  the  concerns  associated 
with  the  sign  of  Cancer. 

The  urge  to  nurture  and  to  give  emotional 
support  to  others  are  traits  that  successful 
■  family  life  requires.  Not  that  the  reuniting  of 
extended  families  at  Christmas  is  always 
joyous.  Readers  may  feel  that,  with  its 
stresses  and  occasional  tedium,  a  family 
Christmas  has  demanded  all  the  Cancerian 
virtues  that  could  be  mustered. 

The  predictions  for  Cancer  for  the  coming 
year  may  be  of  interest  to  many  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  Cancerians  in  public  life.  People  bom 
under  this  sign  are  promised  greater  profes¬ 
sional  responsibility  and  major  transforma¬ 
tions  in  their  health.  The  Princess  of  Wales 
particularly  may  be  intrigued  to  hear  that 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  major  change  in  her  do¬ 
mestic  sphere.  But  perhaps  the  aspect  of 
Cancer  that  is  most  pertinent  for  everyone  at 
this  time  of  year  was  implied  in  toe  Christ¬ 
mas  message  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury;  that  all  births  are  miraculous  and  all 
families,  however  much  at  war,  are  sacred. 


From  Sir  Ralph  Robins. 

Chairman  of  Rolls-Royce 

Sir,  At  a  time  when  the  budgets  and 
manpower  of  govemmeni  depart¬ 
ments  are  clearly  under  pressure, 
there  is  one  important  area  of  govern¬ 
ment  activity  which  1  very  much  hope 
will  be  exempted  from  reduction. 

As  one  of  the  UK’s  largest  exporters, 
with  over  70  per  cent  of  our  turnover 
'going  to  overseas  markets.  Rolls- 
Royce  pic  draws  significantly  on  the 
services  provided  by  the  commercial 
departments  of  our  embassies  and 
high  commissions  and  by  the  FCO 
and  DTI  in  London.  The  quality  of 
these  services  has  improved  in  recent 
years  with  overseas  posts  showing  a 
good  understanding  of  comm  era  a  f 
priorities.  The  support  they  provide 
often  represents  an  important  ingredi¬ 
ent  in  the  successful  outcome  of  an  ex¬ 
port  campaign. 

As  competition  in  world  markets  in¬ 
tensifies.  foreign  governments  are  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  aware  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  maintaining  effective  rep¬ 
resentation  for  their  exporters.  To  res¬ 
pond  to  this  threat,  it  is  essential  that 
the  FCd  and  DTI  maintain  their 
highly  successful  network  of  support 
and  arc  not  Tempted  in  the  interest  of 
short-term  economies  to  sacrifice  the 
export  performance  of  this  country. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RALPH  ROBINS. 

Chairman, 

Rolls-Royce  pic. 

65  Buckingham  Gate.  SW1. 

December  21. 


Having  a  go 

From  Mr  Francis  Bennion 

Sir,  You  report  (December  12;  that  the 
Home  Secretary  has  asked  the  police 
and  the  Crown  Prosecution  Service  to 
treat  any  “have-a-go”'hero  more  sym¬ 
pathetically.  His  interference  is  un¬ 
constitutional. 

The  British  constitution  entrusts  the 
Attorney-General,  not  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary,  with  the  oversight  of  prosecu¬ 
tion  policy  as  guardian  of  the  public 
interest  For  very  good  reason,  rhe  ex¬ 
ercise  of  the  prosecutive  power  is  con¬ 
stitutionally  separate  from  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial  powers. 

Some  functionaries,  notably  the  pol¬ 
ice.  are  regarded  as  part  of  ihe  execu¬ 
tive.  Others,  namely  the  courts,  exer¬ 
cise  the  judicial  power  of  the  State. 
Prosecution  policy  stands  apart.  That 
is  a  vital  safeguard,  which  Mr  How¬ 
ard  should  respect  It  means  that  gov¬ 
ernments  cannot  deride  whom  they 
wish  to  ny  or  courts  deride  who  shall 
appear  before  them. 

The  Attorney-General,  in  his  capac¬ 
ity  as  guardian,  is  supposed  to  stand 
aloof  from  the  executive.  Why  has  he 
not  stood  out  against  the  Home  Secre¬ 
tary's  presumptuousness? 

Yours  faithfully. 

FRANCIS  BENNION. 

54a  Nicodemou  Myiona  Street 
Limassol  3095.  Cyprus. 

December  19. 


HMSO  sale 

From  Mr  C.J.  Rees 

Sir,  The  proposal  to  privatise  Her 
Majesty's  Stationery  Office  (report 
December  14)  Gils  me  with  forebod¬ 
ing. 

Fifteen  years  ago  I  would  have  wel¬ 
comed  it  for  then  HMSO  was  an  inef¬ 
ficient  and  neolithic  organisation,  re¬ 
lieved  only  by  the  individual  capabili¬ 
ties  of  people  within  it  In  the  interven¬ 
ing  period  its  management  has  devel¬ 
oped  its  potential  to  the  extent  thar  it  is 
now  by  far  the  most  efficient  of  the 
publishers  I  deal  with. 

Government  departments  are  al¬ 
ready  free  to  seek  tenders  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  for  the  production  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  their  publications.  That 
HMSO  retains  much  of  their  business 
must  speak  volumes  for  the  high 
standards  it  maintains. 

I  can  see  little  advantage  in  selling 
HMSO  into  the  private  sector  unless 
the  Government  wishes  to  see  its  pub¬ 
lications  reduced  to  the  level  of  medi¬ 
ocrity  which  we  all  too  frequently  en¬ 
counter  in  the  large  publishing 
houses.  Multiplying  the  sources  for 
government  publications  can  only 
add  to  toe  problems  that  librarians 
and  booksellers  already  encounter 
and  which  in  turn  lead  to  the  citizen 
being  unable  to  have  access  to  toe  very 
information  which  government  seeks 
to  disseminate. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  REES. 

John  Rees  Rare  Books, 

242  Merton  Road.  SW18. 


Note  of  caution 

From  Mr  Nigel  d  Brassard 

Sir,  I  think  it  is  insulting,  if  under¬ 
standable,  that  cashiers  often  subject 
bank  notes  to  verification  checks  in 
front  of  me.  Is  it  acceptable  to  ask 
them  to  verity  the  notes  that  they  hand 
back  as  change? 

Yours  faithfully, 

NIGEL  4  BRASSARD. 

46  Stanford  Road,  Kensington,  WB. 
December  22. 
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Letters  should  cany  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  They  may  be 
faxed  to  0171-782-5046. 


From  Sir  Frederick  Lawton 

Sir,  Whatever  qualifications  toe  Euro¬ 
pean  Commission  of  Human  Rights 
may  have  had  for  toe  opinion  that  the 
British  court-martial  system  had  den¬ 
ied  Alex  Findlay  “a  fair  and  public 
hearing  before  an  independent  and 
impartial  tribunal"  (report,  December 
19),  experience  of  its  working  was  not 
one  of  them. 

i  had  experience  of  the  court-mar¬ 
tial  system  from  1940  when,  as  a  sub¬ 
altern,  I  was  ordered  to  take  summar¬ 
ies  of  evidence,  until  1986,  when  1  re¬ 
tired,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Courts-Martial  Appeal  Court  since 
1961.  I  became  convinced  then,  and 
still  am,  that  those  who  are  tried  by 
courts  martial  get  as  fair  trials  as 
those  who  are  tried  by  juries,  some¬ 
times  fairer. 

During  rhose  years  I  never  had 
cause  to  think  that  the  practice  of  gen¬ 
eral  officers  commanding  convening 
courts  martial  and  nominating  their 


members  had  led  to  injustice;  nor  do  l 
remember  anyone  suggesting  that  it 
lacked  the  appearance  of  justice.  Per¬ 
haps  it  might  do  if  the  convening  offi¬ 
cer  had  started  his  military  career  in 
the  same  regiment  as  an  officer  ac¬ 
cused,  whom  he  may  have  known. 
This  is  likely  to  be  rare  and  can  easily 
be  avoided. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  both  toe  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  Parliament  will  resist 
any  implications  which  may  arise 
from  the  judgment  of  toe  Court  of  Hu¬ 
man  Rights.  Changes  in  the  court- 
martial  system  may  be  necessary.  If 
they  are,  they  should  be  based  on  toe 
experience  of  those  who  have  to  work 
it,  not  on  the  reasoning  of  continental 
lawyers  that  it  cannot  provide  those 
accused  with  a  fair  trial  when  it  does. 

Yours  milv, 

FREDERICK  LAWTON. 

( The  Village. 

Skelton,  York. 

December  20. 


Calculating  the  standard  of  maths 


From  Sir  Wilfred  Cockcroft 

Sir,  Professor  Emeritus  Anthony  Ral¬ 
ston  (letter,  December  13)  quotes  a 
sentence  from  my  committee  of  in¬ 
quiry’s  report  concerning  toe  use  of 
calculators  and  its  effect  an  computa¬ 
tional  ability.  That  sentence,  out  of 
context,  naturally  raises  concerns 
among  other  correspondents  (letters, 
December  IS,  19.  21).  They  should 
know  that  it  is  part  of  a  long  section  in 
the  report  concerning  evidence  we 
had  received  and  arguments  made  to 
us  about  calculators  and  their  use  in 
schools. 

The  paragraph  from  which  toe  sen¬ 
tence  comes  opens: 

(t  is  (also)  dear  that  there  is  widespread 
public  concern  about  the  use  of  calculators 
by  children  who  have  not  yet  mastered  the 
traditional  pencil  and  paper  methods  of 
computation.  It  is  feared  that  children  who 
use  calculators  too  early  will  not  acquire 
fluency  in  computation  nor  confident  recall 
of  basic  number  facts.  These  fears  are  un¬ 
derstandable  and  should  not  be  ignored. 

After  a  summary  of  research  evi¬ 
dence  available  at  the  time  of  writing, 
the  paragraph  ends; 

From  all  the  studies  the  weight  of  evidence 
is  strong  that  the  use  of  calculators  has  not 


Tax  on  wheat 

From  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
Fisheries  and  Food 

Sir,  On  December  20  you  published  a 
letter  from  Mr  R.  B.  Coles  complain¬ 
ing  that  the  European  Commission 
had  imposed  a  tax  on  wheat  exports.  I 
have  been  pressing  for  this  and  only 
wish  it  had  been  done  sooner. 

The  normal  state  of  affairs  is  that 
grain  prices  in  the  Community  are 
kept  well  above  world  prices  for  toe 
benefit  of  cereal  farmers  but  to  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  consumers  —  who,  of 
course,  include  other  farmers.  Tax¬ 
payers  also  lose  because  they  have  to 
subsidise  the  export  of  the  Commu¬ 
nity’s  large  surplus  at  toe  world  price. 

For  once,  toe  world  price  has  risen 
above  the  intended  producer  price. 
Surely  in  this  situation  both  the  con- 


NHS  charges 

From  Dr  Uonel  Kreeger 

Sir, !  recently  wrote  to  a  general  prac¬ 
titioner  colleague  after  a  consultation 
with  one  of  ft's  patients,  requesting 
some  details  about  her  previous  medi¬ 
cal  care.  1  received  photocopies  of  rele¬ 
vant  notes,  with  an  invoice  for  £723 
and  a  demand  for  settlement  by  re¬ 
turn  of  post 

The  general  practitioner’s  practice 
manager  assured  me  that  this  was 
now  their  standard  procedure,  and 
the  British  Medical  Association  con¬ 
firmed  that  it  has  become  an  accept¬ 
able  development. 

After  46  years  in  medical  practice,  I 
find  it  distasteful.  None  of  my  15  col¬ 
leagues  has  had  a  similar  experience. 

Yours  sincerely, 

UONEL  KREEGER, 

The  Group-Analytic  Practice, 

88  Montague  Mansions,  WL 
December  2D. 


Lane  discipline 

From  MrNitinA.  Kibe 

Sir.  I  disagree  with  Dr  Aileen  K. 
Adams  (letter,  December  16)  about 
American  drivers  and  lane  discipline. 
In  my  experience  they  are  notorious 
for  not  practising  it  but  many  five  to 
tell  the  tale  because  speeds  are  almost 
absurdly  low. 

The  interstate  highways  have  a 
large  safety  buffer  because  of  surplus 
capacity  (local  and  temporary  short¬ 
ages  in  Los  Angeles  and  at  rush  hours 
apart). 

Drivers  have  been  conditioned  into 
over-compliance  with  posted  limits  at 
the  cost  of  virtually  every  other  rule 
for  safe  superhighway  driving.  They 
are  taught  that  nobody  is  entitled  to 
travel  faster  than  the  posted  limit 
Cases  of  their  enforcing  the  limit  by 
blocking  others  are  common  and 
widely  tolerated  by  traffic  police. 

Americans  typically  “do  the  limit” 
in  any  lane  and  refuse  to  yield,  setting 
up  a  rolling  roadblock  and  forcing 
faster  traffic  to  weave. 

Perhaps  things  will  change  now 
that  toe  20-year-old  55mph  limit  has 
been  abolished,  however  reversing 


produced  any  adverse  effect  on  basic  com¬ 
putational  ability.  We  believe  that  this  is 
important  and  should  be  better  known  bath 
to  teachers  and  to  the  public  at  large.  Ne¬ 
vertheless.  it  remains  incumbent  upon 
those  who  leach  mathematics  to  ensure  that 
the  development  or  appropriate  skills  of 
mental  and  written  calculation  is  not  neg¬ 
lected.  Nor  should  a  school  overlook  the 
need  to  make  parents  aware  of  its  polity  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  calculators  by  pupils. 

Yours  faithfully, 

WILFRED  COCKCROFT. 

The  Old  Rectory, 

Warming!  on, 

Banbury,  Oxfordshire. 

December  22. 

From  Dr  Julia  Matthews 

Sir,  Neither  toe  use,  misuse  nor  non¬ 
use  of  calculators  is  toe  main  cause  of 
poor  maths  standards. 

An  over-crowded  curriculum  for  the 
early  years  results  in  less  rime  allowed 
for  assimilation  and  for  sound 
foundations  to  be  laid. 

Yours  etc, 

JULIA  MATTHEWS. 

50  Sydney  Road. 

Bexleyheath.  Kent. 

December  21. 


sumer  and  the  taxpayer  should  get 
some  return  for  all  the  costs  they  nor¬ 
mally  bear,  by  ensuring  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  price  is  held  bebw  the  world  price. 
This  is  exactly  what  an  export  tax 
brings  about  The  tax  is  simply  the 
mirror  image  of  toe  subsidy  that  is 
paid  in  the  normal  case. 

In  effect  Mr  Coles  is  arguing  that 
toe  cereals  grower  within  the  Com¬ 
munity  ought  to  get  —  and  the  con¬ 
sumer  ought  to  pay  —  the  Commun¬ 
ity's  support  price  for  cereals  or  the 
world  price,  whichever  is  toe  higher.  1 
disagree:  toe  first  of  these  prices  is 
quite  high  enough  already. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DOUGLAS  HOGG. 

Minister  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food, 

Whitehall  Place,  SWl. 

December  21. 


Left  in  the  lurch 

From  Mr  M.  A.  Jarretl 

Sir.  I  recently  purchased  a  product 
described  as  a  “self-assembly  bird 
table".  When  J  got  if  home  J  released  if 
from  its  plastic  bag  and  spread  it  out 
on  the  floor.  I  then  sat  back  to  watch  it 
perform  toe  amazing  feat  of  self-as¬ 
sembly.  but  nothing  happened. 

I  later  realised  that  1  had  not  read 
out  to  it  toe  instructions  enclosed  in 
the  box.  nor  provided  it  with  a  small 
screwdriver,  which  they  assured  me 
was  the  oniy  tool  needed.  It  still  stub¬ 
bornly  lies  there  in  a  dozen  pieces. 

Is  there  some  special  phrase  which  1 
have  to  utter  before  h  will  spring  to¬ 
gether?  Or  will  it  suddenly  come  to  fife 
in  toe  new  year.  like  my  daffodils? 

Yours  faithfully, 

M ICHAEL  A.  JARRETT. 

68  Tower  Hill. 

Williton,  Taunton,  Somerset. 
December  22. 


some  of  the  bad  driving  habits  which 
it  spawned  will  take  time. 

Yours  etc 
NITINKIBE. 

2007  Lorraine  Avenue. 

McLean,  Virginia  22101. 

December  18. 


Road  manners 

From.  Mr  5.  W.  C.  Pettigrew 

Sir.  I  recently  returned  from  a  "fly- 
drive"  holiday  in  Sou  to  Africa.  I  notic¬ 
ed  their  car  drivers’  pleasant  acknowl¬ 
edgement  to  another’s  act  of  courtesy 
(such  as  pulling  over  fo  ease  overtak¬ 
ing).  This  is  customarily  done  by  a 
double  flash  of  the  car  hazard  in¬ 
dicator. 

In  this  season  of  goodwill  to  all  per¬ 
haps  we  in  this  country  should  tty  it 
Such  an  obvious  act  of  old-world  man¬ 
ners  might  even  ameliorate  toe  grow¬ 
ing  "motorway  madness". 

Yours  faithfully, 

SIMON  PETTIGREW, 

The  Folly, 

Folly  Road,  Lambourn,  Berkshire. 

December  IS. 


Mysteries  of  the 
Magi’s  star 

From  Mr  Ian  Ridpath 

Sir.  Andrew  Bamji  (letter.  December 
23)  has  successfully  spotted  toe  ambi¬ 
guity  in  toe  Biblical  plirase  "we  have 
seen  his  star  in  toe  east",  attributed  to 
toe  Wise  Men.  As  Dr  Bamji  correctly 
notes,  the  Wise  Men  were  in  the  east, 
probably  somewhere  in  toe  vicinity  of 
present-day  Baghdad,  while  the  star 
was  in  toe  west.  With  this  informa¬ 
tion.  we  can  begin  to  identify  a  poss¬ 
ible  celestial  cause  of  the  Star  of  Beth¬ 
lehem  with  more  certainty. 

King  Herod  died  shortly  after  an 
eclipse  of  toe  Moon,  most  likely  the  to¬ 
tal  eclipse  in  January  in  the  year  l  BC. 
and  Christ's  birth  would  have  preced¬ 
ed  this.  In  June  of  2  BC  the  two  bright¬ 
est  planets,  Venus  and  Jupiter,  moved 
into  line  with  each  other  in  the  astro- 
logically  symbolic  constellation  of 
Leo.  toe  lion.  As  seen  from  toe  Middle 
East,  Venus  and  Jupiter  would  have 
appeared  as  a  single  object  of  dazzling 
intensity  in  toe  western  evening  sky 
on  the  evening  of  June  17. 

This  explanation,  first  published 
some  fifteen  years  ago  in  Sky  &  Tele¬ 
scope  magazine,  has  curiously  been 
overlooked  by  British  astronomers, 
despite  the  fact  that  it  would  have 
been  toe  most  astounding  celestial 
event  of  the  era,  one  that  no  Wise  Man 
worth  his  salt  could  have  overlooked. 

Yours  faithfully, 

IAN  RIDPATH. 

4S  Otho  Court.  Brentford,  Middlesex. 

From  Canon  Michael  Saward 

Sir,  In  toe  annual  agonising  over  the 
Bethlehem  Star  I  cannot  recall  anyone 
mentioning  the  reason  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  legendary  features  as 
distinct  from  the  essential  heart  of  the 
matter. 

According  to  the  Bible,  the  pagan 
prophet  Balaam  had  a  vision,  soon  af¬ 
ter  toe  Exodus,  in  which  "I  look  into 
toe  future  and  see  the  nation  of  Israel. 
A  king,  like  a  bright  star,  will  arise  in 
that  nation.  Like  a  comet  he  will 
come".  After  Christ's  resurrection,  the 
apostle  John  also  had  a  vision  in 
which  toe  glorified  Jesus  calls  himself 
"the  bright  star".  Twenty  years  later, 
toe  early  Christian  martyr-bishop  Ig¬ 
natius  of  Antioch,  writing  of  Christ's 
birth  to  a  virgin,  speaks  of  “an  inde¬ 
scribably  bright  star,  outshining  sun. 
moon,  and  stars". 

Since  the  nativity  stories  of  Luke 
and  Matthew  never  mention  "a  bright 
star",  and  no  one  else  seems  to  have 
seen  it.  surely  toe  key  is  to  be  found  by 
looking  for  the  "bright  star"  in.  and 
not  over,  the  manger. 

The  Magi's  star,  significant  only  to 
them,  pointed  to  toe  true  bright  star 
who  had  been  bom  in  Bethlehem.  Lat- 
ier-day  legends,  in  cards  and  carols, 
have  wrecked  the  real  meaning  and 
set  us  all  looking  in  the  wrong  direc¬ 
tion.  Sadly,  the  churches  have  follow¬ 
ed  toe  same  wild-star  chase,  failing  to 
see  that  their  endorsement  of  toe  leg¬ 
ends  has  damaged  toe  credibility  of 
the  whole  nativity  record. 

Yours  fairlifully. 

MICHAEL  SAWARD, 

6  Amen  Court,  EC4. 


Time  was  when  . . . 

From  Mr  Patrick  Howarth 

Sir.  One  of  the  problems  of  growing 
old  is  difficulty  in  understanding  peo¬ 
ple  deemed  to  be  representative  of  our 
times. 

A  decade  or  so  ago  such  a  person 
was  likely  to  live  in  a  rural  area  called 
a  neck  of  the  woods,  which  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  parameters.  Here  he  or 
she  was  much  concerned  with  the 
nitty-gritty,  particularly  at  toe  end  of 
toe  day. 

Now  his  or  her  successor  seems  to 
eat  or  hear  phenomena  called  sound¬ 
bites.  in  settings  said  to  be,  basically, 
state  of  the  art,  while  waiting  for  judg¬ 
ment  to  be  conferred  along  something 
known  as  toe  bottom  line. 

Yours  in  bewilderment, 

PATRICK  HOWARTH, 

Flat  2,  Pencarrow, 

The  Avenue,  Sherborne.  Dorset. 


Clerical  collars 

From  the  Reverend  Father  B.  J.  Eager 

Sir,  Clerical  collars  (letters.  December 
23)  can  be  manufactured  easily  and 
cheaply  from  oJd  washing-up  liquid 
bottles.  With  toe  aid  of  reasonably 
sharp  scissors  they  can  be  made  to  fit 
almost  any  size  of  neck  or  style  of 
modem  stiirL 

I  have  worn  one  such  home-made 
collar  the  wrong  way  round  so  that 
the  name  of  the  washing-up  liquid 
was  visible  and  either  nobody  noticed 
or  they  were  too  polite  to  mention  it 

Yours  sincerely, 

BERNARD  EAGER. 

St  Catherine  of  Siena  Church, 

Newton  Road,  Lawton,  Warrington. 


Mark  II  mankind 

From  Sir  George  Engle.  QC 

Sir,  f  think  it  was  T.  H.  Huxley,  toe 
great  Victorian  comparative  anato¬ 
mist,  who,  when  asked  what  changes 
he  would  make  if  redesigning  the  hu¬ 
man  frame  (report  December  22),  re- 
plied  that  he  would  move  toe  mouth  to 
toe  top  of  toe  head  so  that  he  could  put 
his  lunch  in  his  top  hat  and  eat  h 
walking  along. 

Yours  Faithfully, 

GEORGE  ENGLE, 

3 2  Wood  Lane,  Highgale,  N6. 
December  22. 


THE  TIMES 


SOCIAL  NEWS 


Birthdays  today 

Air  Commodore  Molly  AltotC  for¬ 
mer  director,  WKAF.  77;  Mr  WA 
Camps,  former  Master,  Pembroke 
College,  Cambridge.  85;  Mr  D.B. 
Carr,  cricketer,  69;'  Miss  Made¬ 
leine  Craggs.  secretary,  Imperial 
Cancer  Research  ft/rid,  50;  Mr 
T.W.  Gould.  VC.  8I;‘  Mr  Max 
Hastings,  Ednor^tect  Evening 
Standard .  50;  MtRny  Hattersky. 
MP.  63;  Professor.  F.P.  Keny, 
statistician,  45:  Mr  Nigel  Kennedy, 

violinist,  39;  Mr  Martin  Lkjwarch. 
chairman.  Transport  Develop¬ 
ment  Group.  60:  Mr  Michael  J.P. 
Marks,  deputy  chairman,  Merrill 
Lynch.  54:  Mr  Michael  Marl  and. 
educationist,  61;  Mrs  ■  Frances 
Morrell,  former  leader.  ILEA.  58: 
Sir  Patrick  O’Connor,  former  Lord 
Justice  of  Appeal.  81;  Mrs,  Bridget 
Prentice.  MP.  43;  Mr  Simon 
Raven,  author  and  dramatist,  6& 
Mrs  Joan  Ruddock.  MP.  52:  Dame 
Maggie  Smith,  actress.  61; 'Mr 
Denzel  Washington,  actor. -41;  the 
Right  Rev  WJ.  Westwood.  Bishop 
of  Peterborough.  70r  the  Hon 
Geoffrey  Wilson,  former  chair¬ 
man,  Delta  Group.  66;  the  Mar¬ 
quess  of  Zetland,  58.  ’• 


Anniversaries  ,a 

BIRTHS:  Alexander  Keith  John¬ 
ston,  geographer.  Penicuik.  1804; 
Samuel  -  Phillips,  journalist.  1814; 
Thomas  Woodrow  Wilson.  28th 
American  President  191  >21.  Staure 
ion.  Virginia,  1856;  Pio  Baroja  y 
Nessi,  novelist,  San  Sebastian. 
Spain.  1872;  Sir  Arthur. Eddington, 
astronomer.  Kendal,  Cumbria,  1 
1882. 

DEATHS:  St  Frauds  de  Sales. 
Doctor  of  the  Church.  1622;  Queen 
Mary  II.  reigned  with -King  Wil¬ 
liam  III  1689-94.  London.  1694; 
Pierre  Bayle.  philosopher.  1706; 
Thomas  Babington  Macaulay.  1st. 
Baron  Macaulay.' poet,  historian 
and  statesman.  London,  1859: 
George  G  is  sing,  novelist  St-lean 
de  Luz,  France,-  1903;  Maurice . 
Ravel,  composer.  Paris,  1937;  Theo¬ 
dore  Dreiser,  novelist  Hollywood, 
1945;  Vidor  Emmanuel.  King  of' 
Italy  1900-46.  Egypt  1947;  Jack" 
Lovelock,  surgeon.  Olympic  ISOOm 
gold  medallist  1936.  killed  in  an 
accident  New  York.  1949; .  Paul 
Hindemith,  composer.  Frankfurt 
am  Main.  1963.  • 

The  Tay  Bridge  collapsed  into  the 
river  below,  1879. 

The  first  weather  reports  relayed 
by  wireless  telegraphy  were  pub¬ 
lished  in  London.  1904.  '  • 


Appointments 
in  die  Forces 

The  Army 

LIEUTENANT  COLONEL’  J  W 
Blair.  RA  CH  D.  to  1(UK)  Arrrtd 
Div,  29.12.95. 

Retirements: 

BRIGADIER:  T  Longland,  late  R 
.  Anglian,  31.12.95;  W  B  Stevens,  late 
RA.U.96. 

COLONEL  J-C  W  Williams,  late 
RWF,  1.1.96;  R  E  Potts.  late  RADC, 
3I.12.95i 

Legal  appointments 

Mr  Roger  John  Laughame 
Thomas.  QC,  to  be  a  Justice  of  the 
■  High  Court  assigned  to  die 
Queen's  Bench  Division. 

Mr  Nicolas.  John  Mitchell  to  be  a 
Circuit-  Judge,  assigned  id  the 
Midland  and  Oxford  Circuit 
Miss  Caroline  Sarah  Raymond 
’  Tubbs  to  be  a  Metropolitan  Sdpeu- 
.  diary  Magistrate  Prom  January  22. 
Retirement 

Hie  Hon  Mr  Justice  Gatehouse 
will  retire  as  a  judge  of  the  High 
Court  {Queen’s  Bench  Division)  on 
January  10. 


Latest  wills 

Lieu tenan t-Cokmel  Harold  Cov- 
emton  Selby,  of  Duncote.  Tow- 
oester,  Northamptonshire,  the 
horseman  and  showjumper,  left 
estate  valued  at  EI3Q.112  net 
Mr  Timothy  Oliver  Parker,  of 
London  SW3,  left  estate  valued  at 
£9264.929  net' 

Mr  Harold  Ernest  Lawrenoe  Hu¬ 
bert,  of  Ch earn,  Surrey,  left  estate 
valued  at  £4.059,661  net 
Cerilie  Elisabeth  Fearnley 
Lopgton.  of  Burghdere,  Hamp¬ 
shire,  left  estate  valued  at 
&234.I01  net 


Lord  Borne 

The  life  barony  conferred  upon  Sir 
Gordon  Johnson'  Borne,  QC.  has 
beat  gazetted  by  the  name,  style 
and  title  of  Baron  Borne,  of  Abbots 
Morton  in  the  County  of  Hereford 
and  Worcester. 


Church  in  Wales 

Diocese  of  Si  Asaph 
The  Rev  Maksim  Squires,  currently 
Vicar  of  Mirfirid  in  tbe  Diocese  of. 
Wakefield,  to  be  Rector'  of  the 
Rectorial  Benefice  of  Wrexham  in  the 
Diocese  of  St  Asaph. 


University  news 


Manchester 

Appointments  to  Chairs  . 
Herny  Charles' .Kitchener,  at 
present  Consultant  Obstet¬ 
rician  and  .Gynaecologist  with 
a  Special  Interest  in  Oncology 
to  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Hospi¬ 
tals  and  Honorary  Senior. 
Lecturer  in  Gynaecological 
Oncology  in  the  University  of 
Aberdeen,  to  be  Professor  of 
Gynaecological "  Oncology, 
from  April  1. 1996. 

Ian  James  Stratford,  at  ■ 
present  Head  of  Experimental 
Oncology  at  the  MRC  Radio- 
biology  Unit  Chilton,- Didcot, 
to  be  Professor  of  Pharmacy  in 
die  Department  of  Pharmacy, 
from  January  1. 1996. 

Michael  James  Dixon,  at 
present  Reader  in  Denial  Ge¬ 
nerics  in  the  School  of  Biologi¬ 
cal  Sciences  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Dental  Medidne  and 
Surgery,  to  be  Professor  of 
Dental  Genetics  .(in  die  same 
departments),  from  Jan  1, 1996. 
Kevin  Donald  O’Brien,  at- 
present  Senior  Lecturer  in 


Orthodontics  at  the  university, 
to  be  Professor  of  Orthodon¬ 
tics  in  the  Department  of 
Dental  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
from  January  1, 1996. 

Marlin  James  "Humphries  to 
be  WeJlcome.Trust  Professori¬ 
al-  Research  Fellow  in  Bio¬ 
chemistry  from  a  date  to  be 
arranged. 

William  Duncan  to  be  Honor¬ 
ary  Professor  of  Radiation 
Oncology  in  the  Department 
*  of  Oncology  from  September 
1,1995  to  August  31, 1998. 

Appointments 

Wiebke  Gertrude  Brockhaus  to  be 
Lecturer  in  German  Linguistics  in 
■the  Department  of  German  Lan¬ 
guage  and  Literature. 

Stuart  Campbell  to  be  Lecturer  in 
Archaeology. 

Duncan  Howard  Carter  to  be 
Lecturer  in  Dental  Sciences  (in  lieu 
of  Experimental  Officer)  in  the 
Department  of  Dental  Medidne 
and  Surgery. 

Jacqueline  Ohanian  to  be  Lecturer 
in  Cardiovascular  Medicine  (in 
succession  to  Research  Associate 
in  the  Department  of  Medicine). 


A  helper  supervises  children  playing  at  the  community  enterprise  centre  on  the  Austin  Estate,  Derby 

Making  up  for  the  planners'  mistakes 


By  John  Young 

IN  THE  middle  of  tbe  sprawl¬ 
ing  Austin  Estate,  on  die 
southern  fringes  of  Derby,  is  a 
small  and  not  readily  explain¬ 
able  example  of  how  planners 
go  wrong.  The  Browning 
CLrde  is  a  rotunda  of  a  dozen 
or  so  shops  intended  for  the 
convenience  of  residents  who 
might  have  been  expected  to 
patronise  them  regularly;  in¬ 
stead  for  some  reason  they 
were  shunned  and  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  diem  are  empty  and 
boarded  up. 

In  these  unpromising  sur¬ 
roundings  a  new  “community 
enterprise  centre"  has  been 
established,  and  in  a  bare 
nine  months  has  made  im¬ 
pressive  strides. 

A  former  Co-op  store,  emp¬ 
ty  for  17  years,  has  been 
renovated  and  redecorated  as 
a  bright,  welcoming  “surgery" 
where  local  people  can  come 
for  advice  on  housing  prob¬ 
lems.  financial  difficulties, 
welfare  rights  and  even  dis¬ 
putes  with  (heimeighbours. 

The  person  largely  respon- 
siblefor  getting  the  project  off 
the  ground  is  Carl  Taylor,  a 
former  railwayman,  who 
gained  experience  in  social 
work  when  be  became  in¬ 
volved  in  a  number  of  church 
projects  and  who  works  part- 
time  for  the  Third  Wave 
centre,  a  similar  but  longer 
established  scheme  inan  in¬ 
ner  area  of  the  city,  which  has 
provided  support  and  advice. 
Its  genesis  was  a  successful 
bid  by  Derby  City  Council  for 
government  renovation 
funds,  which  led  to  die  forma- 


Suzanne  Clift  the  project’s 
development  officer 

lion  of  a  residents'  group 
invited  to  come  up  with  a 
plan  for  tackling  the  estate’s 
problems. 

On  die  surface  the  area 
does  not  appear  to  be  de¬ 
prived,  consisting  mainly  of 
semi-detached  and  terraced 
housing  which,  at  the  insis¬ 
tence  of  the  former  owner 
who  gave  the  land  to  the 
council  and  after  whom  the 
estate  is  named,  is  linked  by 
quiet,  winding  roads  bor¬ 
dered  by  lawns  and  hedges.  It 
could  be  almost  anywhere  in 
suburbia. 

But  a  survey  unearthed 
familiar  complaints  such  as 
unemployment  crime  and 
fear  of  crime,  particularly 
among  the  elderly;  low  in¬ 
comes;  a  lack  of  training  and 


education  opportunities;  and 
a  lack  of  facilities  for  young 
people.  To  those  Mr  Taylor 
adds  his  own  observation 
that  two  generations  of  exces¬ 
sive  (oral  authority  paternal¬ 
ism  has  bred  a  dependency 
culture,  in  which  people  have 
become,  unused  to  taking 
initiatives  to  improve  their 
own  lives. 

The  first  modest  steps  to 
engage  people  in  running 
more  of  their  own  affairs 
indude  the  establishment  of 
five  new  neighbourhood 
watches,  the  reopening  of  a 
youth  dub.  a  garden  tool  hire 
service  to  encourage  people  to 
maintain  and  improve  their 
surroundings,  a  “befriend¬ 
ing"  service  for  old  people 
and  the  provision  of  after¬ 
school  child  care  services  for 
working  mothers.  The  centre 
itself  also  indudes  a  rapidly 
growing  lending  library. 

More  ambitious  plans  in¬ 
dude  training  and  education, 
including  vocational  courses 
in  business  management  and 
information  technology,  to 
build  bp  people's  confidence 
and  help  them  into  employ¬ 
ment  The  centre  is  hoping  to 
negotiate  a  long  lease  on  a 
spacious  and  well-equipped 
nearby  building  owned  by  a 
hospital  trust  but  now  consid¬ 
ered  surplus  to  needs. 

The  obvious  dynamism  of 
the  project  has  attracted  fund¬ 
ing  from  both  the  city  council 
and  the  Government  includ¬ 
ing  the  salary  of  a  full-time 
development  worker,  Su¬ 
zanne  CHIT-  More  than  40 
people  attended  the  first  an¬ 
nual  general  meeting  on  an 


tut  TRSDAY  PECEMBER281995 

Forthcoming 

marriages 


TOl'O*. 


VOW 

estate  where  only  a  few 
months  ago,  according  to  Mr 
Taylor,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  attract  even  four  or 
five  people  to  a  public 
meeting. 

“Already  we  can  see  a 
dramatic  change  in  people's 
readiness  to  speak  out  con¬ 
tribute  ideas  and  communi¬ 
cate,^  he  says.  “They  are 
shedding  their  apathy  and 
starting  to  see  that  things  can 
change.” 

“There  is  a  buzz,”  Mrs  Cliff 
adds.  “People  who  are  disad¬ 
vantaged  have  got  used  to 
waiting  for  something  to  hap¬ 
pen,  but  they  come  here  and 
see  that  things  can  be  made  to 
happen.  I  like  to  think  we  are 
bridging  the  gap  between 
people  and  authority.  A  lot  of 
people  are  afraid  of  authority 
and  we  hope  they  can  learn  to 
lose  that  fear.” 

The  Austin  Community  En¬ 
terprise  Advice  Centre  is  one 
of  the  winners  of  the  1995 
Community  Enterprise 
Awards,  organised  by  Busi¬ 
ness  in  the  Community  and 
sponsored  by  The  Tones  and 
Touche  Ross. 


MrDJ.Bonddey 
and  Miss  S.E.  Herd 
The  engagement  is  annotnicea 
between  David,  elder  son  of  Mr 
John  Bouckley.  of  New  York  and 
the  Hon  Mrs  Moelwyn  Healy.  or 
West  Fenton,  East  Lothian,  and 
Salty,  rfavghtw  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Charles  Herd,  of  Gullane,  East 
Lothian. 

Mr  SA.  Btyttoa 
and  Miss  J  At  Prosser 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  elder  son  of  the 
late  W.R.C.  Brydon  and  of  Mis 
J.M.  Rydon,  of  Edinburgh,  and 
Joanna,  daughter  of  the  Hon  Lord 
and  Lady  Prosser,  also  of 
Edinburgh- 

Mr  S  J.  Davies 
and  Miss  M.C.  Lodcr 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stephen  John,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  T.  Davies,  of  Llanelli. 
Dyfcd.  and  Mary  Charlotte, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
R.  Loder.  of  Lower  Beeding.  West 
Sussex. 

MrS.G.V.  mu 
and  Miss  H.V.  Southall 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon  Guy  Valdimir,  son 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Anthony  Hill,  of 
Frisby-on-the-Wreake,  Leicester¬ 
shire,  ami  Helen  Valerie,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Walter  Southall,  of 
Prestwich.  Manchester. 


Mr  T.  Fritzteff 

iind  Miss  L  Turner  _ 

The  engagement  ^ 
bewKnTmy.wnrtMrmdMn 
Robert  Fritrialf,  of  Melbourne; 
Australia,  and  Lucy,  daughter  of 
Mr  Gavin  Turner,  of  Balh,  and 
Mrs  Jane  Knight  of  London. 

Mr  G-N-  McBain 

and  Miss  S-E-Benyon 

The  engagement  is  announced 
elder 

and  Mrs-  George  MtSajo1 
Lower  Woodshaw  Farm.  Woottwt 
Bassett.  Wiltshire,  and  Susannah, 
youngest  daughter  of  Sir  Wjfham 
SHady  Botyon,  of  BagWW 

House,  EngtefiekL  Berkshire. 

Mr  H.R.  RMngtoo 

and  Miss  JJL  JcflSggi 

The  engagement  is 

between  Hugh,  younger  sjr >  of  Mr 

Christopher  Rivtngton  and  the  fete 

Mrs  Irene  Anne 

Hhcham.  Suffolk, 

daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 

Jensen,  of  Sawbridgeworth. 

Hertfordshire. 

MrDJ.ZuiH 

and  Miss  GJ*  Robertson 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Donald,  son  of  Mr  and 

Mrs  Morison  Zuill.  of  Falkn-k,. 

Scotland,  and  Gail,  daughter  or  the 

late  Jim  Robertson  and  of  Mis 

Frances  Robertson,  of  Toronto. 

Canada. 


Ancient  city  reveals 
more  of  its  secrets 

By  Norman  Hammond,  archaeology  correspondent 


THE  international  campaign 
to  shed  new  light  on  ancient 
Aksum,  once  called  “the  last  of 
the  great  civilisations  of  antiq¬ 
uity  to  be  revealed  to  modern 
knowledge",  has  yielded  strik¬ 
ing  results.  Tombs  and  monu¬ 
ments  have  been,  excavated 
bath  within  the  city  of  Aksum 
itself,  in  the  northern  high¬ 
lands  of  Ethiopia,  and  on  the 
hills  outside,  indicating  a  larg¬ 
er  ceremonial  area  than  ini¬ 
tially  thought 

In  addition,  remains  of  tef. 
the  staple  cereal  of  modem 
Ethiopia,  have  been  found  for 
the  first  tizne  in  an  ancient 
context,  suggesting  that  it . 
could  have  already  been  im¬ 
portant  nearly  2,000  years 
ago. 

Bared  on  the  Tigre  plateau 
north  of  the  headwaters  of  the 
Blue  Nile.  350  miles  from 
Addis  Ababa,  the  Aksumhe 
kingdom  linked  South  Arabia 
and  Somalia  with  Nubia  and 
the  southern  frontiers  of 
Roman  Egypt  The  kingdom- 
flourished  for  most  of  the  first 
millennium  AD,  and  imports 
from  the  Roman  Empire  have 
been  among  the  recent  finds. 

The  impressive  granite  ste¬ 
la e,  monoliths  up  to  100ft  high 
and  elaborately  carved,  were 
first  recorded  by  a  German 
expedition  in  1906,  but  further 
work  only  took  place  after  the 
Second  World  War,  when  the 
British  Institute  in  East  Africa 
began  several  years  of  excava¬ 
tion.  Dr  David  Phillipson,  of 
Cambridge  University,  is  con¬ 
tinuing  the  tradition.:  his  team 
left  in  October  for  their  third 
season. 

“We  have  already  investi¬ 
gated  major  tombs  in  the 
centre,  and  now  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  work  in  the  domestic 
occupation  area,  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  cm  recovering  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  food-produdng 


economy  of  ancient  Aksum," 

Dr  Phfllipson  said.  An  Italo- 
American  project  has  already 
successfully  recovered  seeds  of 
tef  from  layers  dated  to  AD 
400-700.  as  well  as  wheat  and 
barley.  . 

’Tef  is  one  of  the  principal 
crops  in  Ethiopia  today,  used 
for  enjiro.-  the  pancake-like 
bread  eaten  at  every  meal," 
Professor  Julie  Hansen,  of 
Boston  University,  said.  “De¬ 
spite  its  intensive  use  now.  we 
know  very  little  about  where 
and  when  it  was  first 
domesticated". 

“The  grains  are  minute, 
only  about  a  millimetre 
across,  and  there  are  many 
wild  types.  If  these  grains 

provelo  beof  the  domesticated _ 

type,,1'!!  will  he -tite,  fiht  ’ 
evidence  for  the  ancient  culti¬ 
vation  of  this  important  crop." 

The  tef  was  found  during 
excavations  on  the  hill  of  Bietai 
Giyorgys,  where  tombs,  stone  .f 
stelae,  and  occupation  areas 
have  been  found- by  Professors 
Kathryn  Bard  and  Rodolfo 
Rtitovich.  ; .-  - .  r :  ■ 

Dr  Phillipson's.  project  will 
explore  the  thesis  that  Aksum 
first  prospered  by  exploiting 
such  indigenbas  resources;'  be¬ 
fore  taking  control  of  gold  arid 
ivory  sources  and  becoming 
one  of  the  great  trading  cen¬ 
tres  of  the  ancient  world.  . . . 

The  British  team  wifi  also 
continue  to  explore  the  great  - 
platform  underlying  foe  exist¬ 
ing  Cathedral  of  Maityam 
Tsiom  although  much  of  foe 
church  was  rebuilt  after  de?  - 
struct! chi  in  1535,  they  have 
found  that  part  oi  the  older 
building  was  incorporated 
into  the  new  structure  The 
podium  on  which  it  stands 
dates  back  to  the  Aksumite  * 
period,  but  , what  sort  of  build¬ 
ing  stood  on  lit  is  not  yet. 
known. 
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Tin  Laid  God  has  given  me 
me  tongue  of  one  who 
been  tnsfamfed  to  console 
me  wary  wttt  m  timely 
wont  he  made  my  hearing 
ghvp  every  luotrUpu  mat  I 
might  listen. 

Isaiah  GO  :  a  (RES)  - 


BIRTHS 


CARLES*  -  On  2001 
December  199*.  to  Fee  cn «e' 
Hapfcinaon]  and  Jim.  a 
daughter.  Natasha  lmit— .  a 
■later  for  Alexander  and 
Matthew.. 

CARTER  -  On  December  22nd 
1996.  to  Louise  (Me  Lomax) 
and  Chartes.  a  son.  James 
Frauds  Photo. 

CLARK  -  On  23rd  December 
1996.  si  Aberdeen  Hospital, 
to  Gary  and  Lytut.  a' 
daughter.  70s  1 

do  Vogfl*  -  bfa  December 
23rd  1996  to  Jeanne  and 
Melchior,  a  eon  Alexandre. 

OAY  -  On  December  23rtL 
1995  in  Bertta.  10  Serena 
Cn6e  Sellars)  and  Nlrtwtai  a 
son  Ednumd  oms  SeMcx. 

GUM  PERT  -  on  December 

'  17th.  to  Dorothea  Or**' 


LOMONOSSOFF  -  TO  Nancy 
and  Nicholas  at  Ottawa. 


RHODES  -  On  asm  rwiw»e<|. 
1996  to  Lomin  Cnte  MaOer- 

Howat)  and  Graham,  a 

daughter.  Feneda  Margaret 
Alexandra. 

VOUfll  -  On  Christmas  Eva 
at  East  Surrey  Hospital,  to 
Joanna  tntp  Morgan)  and 
MQoe.  a  daughter.  Lacy  Alice 
Clare. 


DEATHS 


BAILEY  -  Maurice  CmsweQ 
■  on  Cl  11  Wines'  Ewe.  aged  87. 
at  Addenbrookn  HooptuL 
Cambridge,  after  a  five  week 
maces  born*  wBh  no  word  or 
complaint.  Devoted  huiba&d 
of  the  late  Safe/ Ballsy  tote 
King),  boreemaa  and 
sportsman  of  the  oM  srtwM 
and  and  a  good.  Blend  te 
many.  Funeral  at  St  Marys. 
Dumnghara.  Nr  Newmartat. 
on  Thursday,  January  4th  at 
1 1 -46  am,  fmkiwad  by  hmGi 
at  the  long*  Hoad.  Flowers 
welcome  to:  H  J  Petndn  Ltd, 
43  High  Street.  •  Union. 
Cambridgeshire  CB1  6HS. 
KL  (01223)  891226. 


DEATHS 


BEADLE  -  On  December  27Th 
In  hospital.  Jeremy  aped  99 
years.  Beloved  brother  of  Jo. 
Loving  unde  to  Richard  and 
James.  Cherished  nephew  of 
Florence  and  bratheMn-taw 
to  Peter.  Funeral  Service  at 
The  Church  of  the 
Annunciation  Bryaneton 
8 treat.  London  Wi.  on 
Thursday  January  4th  1996. 
at  12  noon  followed  by 
private  cremation.  Flowers 
to  Leverton  &  Sons  Ltd. 
Funeral  Directors.  212 
'Everaholt  Street.  London 
NWl  by  IO  Hu.  Enquiries 
let:  <0171}  387  6075, 

BEKAEHT  -  On  December 
22nd  1996.  John  aged  67 
years.  Beloved  husband  of 
Eileen  and  father  or  soar 
and  David.  Cremation 
Tuesday  January  2nd  at 
BRaksnear  DanabMiuni  at 
1pm.  Family  flowers  only 
but 'if  desired  donations 
payable  tm  Dr  Maher  Cancer 
Research,  c/o  jamas  Peddle 
Ltd.  ■  66  High  Street. 
Rickman  a  worth.  Tat: 

(01929)  772015. 


BEHNtl  I-JOKE&  ■  Noraen. 
op  Christmas  Day  peacefully 
aged  87  years.  Funeral 
Service  at  All  Hallows  Partsh 
Church.  Allerton  Road. 
Liverpool,  on  Thursday  4m 
January  at  2.48pm.  No 
Bowers  plsase.  but  donations 
may  be  made  In  lieu  for  me 
Toxteth  Day  Centre,  c/o  The 
Pearson  Oniuuson  Funeral 
Service.  91  ARertan  Hoad. 
Liverpool  lib  2DD.  Tel: 
0161  722  161«. 

B1ELRY  -  Sw»  «*niiy  tn  8L 
Catherines  Hospice 
Scarborough,  on  S5rd 
December  1996.  Lesley  Ann 
in  her  80th  Year.  Of 
PMSEwms.  Norm  Yorkshire. 
A  treasured  w  t/e  of  Derate 
Funeral  Service  at  SL  Peter 

'■  *nd  St.Paot  .Church 
Pickering  on  Friday  29th 
December  at  2.00ptA 
followed  by  hurl  si.  No 
flowers  by  request  but 
danadooB  If  desired  may  be 

.  sent  to  The  Marie  Curie 
Cancer  Care  c/o  JUL  Pamsa 
Funeral  Directors,  Albert 
Cottage.  Outgnng  Road, 
Pickering.  YO18  7EL- 

BROaaMJIK  -  suddenly  but 
peacefully  at  home  in 
Durham,  on  aoth  Damnlier 
1996.  Tyrrell,  beloved 
husband  of  Pam  amd  father 
ormottara.  Nicholas.  James 
and  ChririDDher.  and  a  very 
sneaai  grandfather.  Funeral 
Private.  Memorial  Sendee 
later. 


|  DEATHS _ 

BUTCHER  -  Thomas 
Edmund.  Peacefully  on 
Christmas  Eve  J  998,  beloved 
husband  of  the  late  Jean 
Audrey.  Deeply  loved  hy  hu 
two  daughters  Alteon  and 
Fiona  and  Khetr  hvatoands:  Ms 
four  grandchildren  Alice. 
Lucy.  Olivia  and  Alexander 
and  his  dear  brother 
Anthony.  Private  funeral, 
setvtce  of  thanksgiving  to  be 
announced  la  the  new  year. 

CATLOW  -  Anthony.  Lt. 
Commander  Tony  Callow 
D&C.  Royal  Navy  (retired) 
Beloved  husband  of  Jane, 
father  of  Pieter  and  brother 
of  Tommy,  suddenly  on 
December  26th  at  189  Bridle 
Path  Lane.  New  Canaan. 
Cannecacm  0684a 

CHALABY  -  On  2ist 
December.  1996.  Pat 
IQsdsfegr  n«e  Codd)  a  vary 
loving,  caring  mother  and 
grandmothar  who  will  be 
greatly  totesed  by  all  the 
family  and  friends.  The 
funeral  will  be  held  at 
Wtsborongh  Green  Parish 
Church.  Saturday  30th 
December  at  2pm.  May  she 
be  ever  In  HU  Peace. 

CRAMS  WICK  -  Phillip 
Anthony,  on  Christmas  Day. 
after ‘a  long  Pln«n_ borne 

I  with  great  courage.  FonasE 
at  St  Mary's  Church 
Rtwsndda.  Twickenham,  on 
Wednesday  3rd  January 
*1996.  at  3  pm.  and 
afterward*  cremation  at 
Htmwurfli  Cramatortam.  No 
nowars,  but  donations  to 
Dementia  Research  (pick's 
Disease)  National  HaspCaL 

,  8-1 1  Queen  Souara.  London 
WC1N  3BG  and  Tbe  St 
Marys  New  Organ  Fond. 
Dial  House.  Riverside. 
Twickenham.  MkkDasax. 

CUTHBCTT  -  Ronald  on  21st 
December ,  passed  away 
peacefully  at  home.  Much 
laved  husband  of  Barbara 

-  and  dearest  father  of  Susan. 
FoneraJ  service  wtB  be  at 
Becfcaiham  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday  2nd  January  at 
4pm.  Fhm&y  flowers  only, 
donations  to  Tbe  British 
Heart  Foundation,  c/o 
Fronds  Chappell  A  80m. 
Any  en dairies  please  tel; 
(01689}  678116. 

DALY  -  Suddenly  at  home  on 
December  23rd.  Michael 
John  CMiaej.  Beloved 
husband  and  friend  of 
Jennifer  fot*  Meos-BbmdsID 
and  darling  daddy  to 
Josephine .  James  and 
Matthew.  Funeral  at  Eattnp 
Abbey.  W5  on  Thursday  4th 
January.  1996  at  Spa- 
Private  cremation.  Family 
flowers  only. 


DEATHS 


DAVISON  -  Beatrice,  died' 
peacefully  on  Christmas 
Day.  Modi  loved.  Funeral 

service  In  be  htidd  11.46am 
cm  Thursday.  4th  January. 
1996  at  St  Mary’s  Church. 
Baton.  Nr  BrlstoL 

DORMER -Sir  Joseph  Soencar 
Phflto.  16th  Baron  Darner. 
Requiem  amt  interment  on 
Wednesday  3rd  January  at 
il.30am.at  the  Church  of  St 
Charles  Bonromeo. 
Ham  pton  on  -the-HJil. 
Warwick.  Family  nowars 
only.  Donahoos  to  &t  Charlts 
Borromao  Church.  The 
Presbytery.  HamptotHRythe- 
HtD,  CV3B  7QH. 

DUNCAN  -  Augusta  MOdrad. 
Peacefully  at  81  Raphael's 
Nursing  Home.  Edinburgh 
on  Sunday  24to  Dsosmbor 
1996.  in  her  93rd  year, 
Augusta  Mildred  <n*e 
Durr  an),  wire  of  the  late 
Gordon  M.  Duncan.  DJXX 
and  dear  mother  of  Flora. 
John,  and  Isabel.  Funeral 
arrangements  will  be 
announced  at  a  later  date. 

I 

EVANS  -  Violet  on  December 
26th.  1996.  peacefully  at 
Pntney  Hospital.  Laving 
mother  of  Peter.  Funeral 
service  ou  9th  January,  at 
JO.SOam.  at  Putney  Vale 
Crematorium.  Enquiries  to 
Ashton  Mathias  Funeral 
Service.  (0181)  7B8  1790 

OTZALAN  HOWAJtD  -  Mae. 
Beloved  wife  of  Michael  and 
adored  mother  and 
grandmother.  and 

peacefully  on  Christmas 
Day.  Bagman  Mass  at  the 
Church  of  All  Saints, 
w ardour  at  a.p.m.  on 
Wednesday.  3rd  January, 
1996  followed  hy  private 
crematton  al  her  ream**. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donanons  If  desired  to.  81 
Nicholas’  Hoaplce. 
MacMBan  Way.  Hardwick 
Lane.  Bury  SL  Edmunds. 
Suffolk  1P53  2QY,  Memorial 
Service  to  be  announced 
later. 

FOftD  -  On  23rd  December. 
Vlrgtnte,  mndt  loved  wtte  of 
Sfr  Edward  EWd  and  mother 
of  John  and  Robot  P0D1.  and 
Richard  and  David  Ford. 
Funeral  at  St  Nicholas 
Church,  Eydon. 

Northamptonshire  at  12 
noon  Saturday  30th 
December.  Train  leaving 
MaryMMne  9JUtam  axrivtng 
Banbury  li-09am  wth  be 
met.  Engnlries  (01 296) 
770203. 


DEATHS 


QLOVBI  -  Michael  Gardner 
on  December  21st.  dearly 
loved  by  all  hta  family. 
Funeral  Friday  December 
29Ui  1990  at  All  Saint’s 
Church.  Teatby.  Lbtrt  el  12 
noon.  No  flowers  please. 
Enquiries  to  Charles 
PeacfMd  Funeral  Service. 
TeL-  (01673)  842621. 

ORAVE8  -  Eva  Kathleen  (ufe 
EUertngtun).  On  December 
23rd.  aosd  90.  Ptecefufly  at 
Rosslyn  Nursing  Home. 
Much  loved  mother, 
grandmother  and  great¬ 
grandmother.  Funeral 
Service  at  St.  Bridget's 
Church.  West  Kirby,  on 
Wednesday  January  3rd  at 
1.46am  followed  by 
cremation. 

GREENWOOD  -  M.  EBzabefb 
of  KUitPiiry,  peacefully  in 
woodbridpe  on  26th 
December.  Cremation 
1  A6om  4th  Januaty  Ipewtch 
Crematortura.  No  flowers 
please:  Any  donations  to 
AbbmtfMd  Doben  Extra  Cara 
Society.  Highlands. 
Woodbridpe. 

GRIFFITHS  -  lorwerth 
Havard  (Griff)  on  21s! 
December  1996  aped  86 
years,  fletewd  hrabsnd  of 
Dorothy,  fanw  of  Ottaboth 
and  Mariya  and  a  dearty 
loved  grandfather.  Funeral 
sendee  wtS  take  mace  at  St 
Manr's  Church,  Litton 
Cheney.  Denet  on  Friday. 
29  December  at  2.00pm 
followed  by  Interment. 
Family  Own  only  please, 
donattuna.  if  dorired.  tor  the 
RMJJX  c/o  AJ  wuntr  ft 
Sons.  91  East  Street. 
Bridport.  Doran. 

QUEST  -  On  December  22nd 
1996,  Photo  Carol  Rovety 
(Pip)  aged  66  years  of 
Fuwey.  Cornwall.  Beloved 
husband  of  Sno  (deceased). 
Funeral  Service  on  Tuesday 
January  2nd  at  1 1.30  am. 
Fowcy  parish  Church. 

BUM8EL  •  H.  Edward,  deerty 
loved  hatband,  father  and 
grandfather,  peacefully  of 
home  on  December  23rd. 
Funeral  at  St.  Martin’s 
Church.  East  Horsley,  at 
XOoiu.  Saturday,  neermba 
300l  No  flowers  please. 

GUNN  INGHAM  -  On 

DeoBnbcr  22no.  Cora  Mary 
aged  90.  peacefully  at 
Brnmley  House.  Westcon. 
formerly  of  the  Blue  Toes. 
Leaiherhcad.  Much  loved 
mother  of  Cora- Anne.  Avert! 
aid  PendriL  grandmother  of 
eleven  and  great¬ 
grandmother  of  thirteen. 
Funeral  Ben-toe  at  St  Mary's 
Stoke  P'Abenxm  on  Friday 
January  6th  «  2 1  Stan. 


DEATHS 


HAINES  -  Beryl,  aged  91. 
Peacefully  at  home  on 
Ctuistmnas  Day.  Beloved 
mother,  grandmother,  great¬ 
grandmother  and  friend. 
Private  cnahahon  fallowed 
by  a  Thanlaqtvtn  Service  tn 
Di untold  Cburtfi.  on  Friday 
January  6th  al  2.30  pm. 
Fondly  flowers  only,  please, 
but  donations  If  doted  to 
Dnmuid  Church - 


HEDUEY  -  Ctstaln  John  Dents, 
late  The  Staffordshire 
Regiment,  la  Sattdtanv  on 
20th  December  aged  65 
yean  after  a  long  and  tragic 
IWnese  Beloved  son  of  the 
late  Colonel  and  Mn.  Dents 
J.  Hedeyof  ChfpwelL  Essex, 
loved  and  cared  for  by 
Annette,  proud  father  of 
Mark  and  Ptera.  Funeral  on 
Friday  5th  January  In 
Salisbury  Cathedral  at 
ll.SOam.  An  ewttdrtes  tn 
Shnuoids.  funeral  dtrectora. 
169.  Flsherton  Street. 
SatHbory  -  01722  328966. 
Family  nuwers  only,  but 
donations  In  lieu  to  the 
Macmillan  Unit.  Odatock 
HUM.  Cattanmy.  WH&hdra 
or  The  Childrens'  Hospice 
Appeal,  The  Long  House, 
Otmerne.  Wm.  BA12  QU3. 


HEUSTON  -  Robert  Francis 
Vere.  Peacefully  on  21st 
December.  1996.  FormHty 
Rcgha  uinfftisnr  of  Laws  at 
Trinity  Conope.  thtolla.  and 
FNlow  of  Paortroke  CoBcge. 
Oxford.  Muai  loved  hmhand 
or  Bridget,  toother  of  John, 
stepfather  of  BhrtBy.  Patrick. 
Charlotte,  and  Sarah.  Doepty 
regretted  hy  a&  Ms  family 
and  Mends.  Funeral  service 
on  Saturday.  30tb  December 
at  2  o'clock  at  St  Mary's. 
Konwewn,  Oo.  Meath, 
followed  by  burial  at  st 
Patrick's  Tara.  Fandhr  Oowen 
only.  Donatfans.  if  desired,  to 
Our  Lady%  Hosntoa.  Hargkrs 
Cross,  Dublin  6, 


HOLMES  -  Margaret  Jean 
Holmes  (nfe  Lolng)  died 
peacefully  Hi  hospital  on 
23rd  Dacember  after  d  Short 
tBncss.  Darting  wife  of  Bob 
and  loving  (natber  Of  Brenda. 


DEATHS 


shall  miss  her  always. 
Cremation  no  Saturday  SOBi 
December  at  11-30  am 
Woodslde  Crematorium. 
Psfctay  Nr.  dasgow.  Family 
(low era  only. 


JACKSON -H OU LSTON  - 
Joseph  Krartck  Reginald  of 
Klnpswood  House.  Lipworih 
in  his  B3rd  year  on 
December  22nd  1996. 
Funeral  service  al  St  Mary's 
Church.  Lapworth  at  2.30pm 
on  Tueaday  2nd  Jamrary.  No 
flowers,  hot  donations  If 
desired  to  Warwick  Hospital 
Trust  Fund, 

JOLUFFE  -  Peacefully  on 
13th  December.  Cecily 
Agnes  OHM  aged  91  year* 
former  History  teacher  al 
Elm  Grove  Oirls  School. 
Brighton.  Funeral  has  taken 
place.  Any  donattono  to 
Great  Ormond  Street 
ChUdreno  HospUaL 

KINO  -  Elizabeth  (n*e 
Hobhoase).  widow  of 
Michael  King.  Of  Lockaridge. 
Nr.  Marlborough  died  In 
Wttediire  on  23rd  December 
after  a  abort  Bnww  Funeral 
at  Weal  Overton  Church,  Nr. 
Mariborough  at  2.30  pjn. 
29th  December. 

KMCHNER  leobei 

SO-aBwra.  died  suddenly  at 
St  George's  Hospital. 
12-OCfnn  ou  Christmas  Dxv. 
1996.  Cmaanon  at  Putney 
Vale  on  teal  January.  1996 
at  SJ50m.  Family  Itowera 

neeearah  Fund.  Etemrirtes  to 
Ashton  Funeral  Services. 
<01611  946  1061 

LEACH  *  Same  F.  tnfe 
Mtnoprto)  widow  of  H.  Roy 
Leach  of  Eardisland. 
Herefordshire:  passed 

peacefully  away  December 
23rd  1996. 

MACKINTOSH  -  Lt. 
OommaMer  Lachlan  Ranald 
Dt mean.  OAL  3001  Chief 
of  Clan  Mocklnteah.  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Loctiabcr. 
Utveniess  and  Badenocb  and 
Strathspey,  adored  husband 
of  OtHa,  desrty  mined  tother 
Of  Lmdsa.  BridgeL  John  and 
the  !■*»»  Saw  and  «laietiia 
grandpa  or  Heather,  alter  a 
long  illness  courageously 
borne,  peacefully  at 
RaHpnon  Honoal.  mvtntosa 
on  26th  December  1996, 
Private  family  service  at  SL 
Andrews  Cathedral, 
Inverness  fallowed  by 
Interment  at  Davlot 
Churchyard.  Memorial 
service  at  Inverness' 
Cathedral  to  he  announced. 
Flowers  and  enquiries  to 
Funeral  Directors;  John 
Fraser  ft  Son.  Chapel  Street. 
Inverness.  <01465)  233366. 
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MALCOLM  -  On  December 
22nd.  1996  at  va fey  Lodge 
Nursing  Home.'  Matlock. 
Derbyshire,  Basfl  (BUD.  Deer 
husband  of  Mary  <n*e 
Hayes},  father  or  Peter  and 
Clare  and  Parana  cd  wnttam 
and  tnw.  Private  tonoroL 
Service  of  Remembrance  to 
be  announced  later. 


MEADE  -  James  Edward,  on 
22nd  December,  poooefMto 
at  Ids  home  la  LROo  Sbettord. 
aged  88.  Emorttus  Profoooor 
of  Political  Economy  In 
Cambridge  UMvendty. 


KSfiLVULE  ■  Mary  Patricia  of 
Kensington  SW7.  on 
December  aid,  aged  77. 
Only  chfld  of  (be  Cato  so- 
James  Melville  (aometlsm 
SoUcltor-GeneraD  and  the 
late  Lady  MBtvflle.  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Byron 
Society.  Funeral  ml 
BroraMon  Oratory  m  llato. 
January  3rd.  followed  fay 
cremation  at  Pumay  vote, 
inqidrtas  to  j  Jt.  Kenyon  Ltd 
(0171  937  0767}  who  wm  . 
receive  flowero  and 
donadouB  to  RoyN  Hoepkal 
and  Home  tor  tncuratao. 


MERRIMAN  John 

Langshaw.  Dta4  peacefully 
at  home  aoed  78  on  22ad 
December.  Betarvod  friend  of 
Mfctiau.  brother  of  PanOne 
and  Brlen.  uncle  of 
Christopher.  Anthony  and 
Penny,  Funeral  at  St. 
DuawbiwWk.  Ann  Street. 
Brighton  on  «m  January  t2 
nocm  followed  by  eremonon. 
Instead  of  flower*,  donanons 
1  pkOM  to  SL  Bari*. 


NORLAND  •  Altoe.  widow  of 
Sir  Oscar  Morland  at 
Ampierorth.  York  on 
ChrisOnas  Day  in  her  9 1st 
year.  Requiem  Mass  at 
midday  on  Saturday 
January  13  at  Arasieferih. 
AaaaaSentattvttoOowanm 
donatkxi  ndgM  be  mode  10 
the  Leonard  Cheshire 
!  'Foundation. 


O' S  HAND  HUH  -  Frank, 
husband  of  Kathleen  and 
father  of  Bridget  Jeremy 
and  Matthew,  peacefully  <d 
St  NfahOays  Hospice.  Bury 
St  Edmumta.  Suffolk  on  23rd 
December  1996  ag*d  78. 
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POWDEHHAM  -  George 
Edward,  on  22nd  December. 
1998.  Peacefully  at  home 
with  bis  family,  soar  a  brave 
tight.  A  dearly  loved 
husband,  tother.  gramBfather 
and  friend,  who  will  be 
deeply  mimed.  The  funeral 
service  win  be  heM  at  St 
Maiylebone  Crematorium. 
Finchley.  London  N2.  on 
Friday  29th  December.  1996 
at  lO-SOem.  tnaterim  to  JA 
dark  ft  Son.  TeL  OlSi  449 
3878.  Fondly  flomn  only 
please,  but  donations  If 
wished  to  a  Charity  of  year 
ehok*. 


HAM  -  Elizabeth,  died  cm 
Christman  Day  peacelUBy  tn 
ContwML  aged  94.  Beloved 
wlto  ef  toe  bde  Sbr  GraavlBe 
Ram.  much  loved  mother, 
grandmother  and  great- 
anndmaaasr.  FamBy  Amend 
at  St  Peter's  and  St  Pours 
Church.  Little  ftartrteedcn. 

,  12.30pm  Thursday  4U> 
January,  rhoitksafvfng 
Servtcs  to  LanteglM  Church. 
Poiruan,  Cornwall  to  be 


IKMAltTS  -  Norman  James 
of  KUMe.  passed  peacefully 
away  aged  7a.  Marti  laved 
tether  and  grandfather,  win 
be  sadly  missed.  Funeral 
Service  2.30pm  Chllterna 
Crematorium.  Amruun. 
tueaday  2nd  January  1996. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  if  desired  to  The 
injured  Jockey  Fund  or 
British  Hat  Foundation  c/o 
K  Y  Orson.  (01296)  82041. 

BOYLE  -  On  Saturday 
December  23rd  1996.  Anna 
Patricia,  darling  wife  of 
Vanon  and  taring  mothoc  of 
Salty.  Her  funeral  service  is 
to  be  teU  at  2.00rai  on 
Friday  29th  December  al  8L 
Andrew^  Churrti.  Kegworth 
followed  hy  private 
m torment  .Family  flower* 
only.  Enqufalea  tn  GfDMe 
(Quorn)  Tel;  <01609) 
416416. 


SANDERS  -  Lance  ImpAon. 
peacefully  at  homo -on 
-  December  23rd.  toBosriisi  • 
stroke.  Loved  Husband, 
father  and  grandfather. 
Private  cremation.  No 
flowers  by  request. 
Donations,  If  wished,  to 

Amnesty  International  c/o 
Jno.  Steel  ft  Son.  CheeU 
House.  Wluchoster  8023 
OHU.  MemorW  Servtcs  tn  be 
I  amounnd  totar. 
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SLOT  -  On  2lst  December 
1 995.  peacefully  at 
Worthing.  Mary  (Mary 
Mnnton).  aged  94  years. 
Widow  of  the  tele  Dr.  Gould 
StoL  DtsttngaMied  JouraaUst 
and  wen  loved  aunt  and 
aremtaunL  Funeral  Sendee 
3.20  p.ra.  Friday  6th 
January  1996  at  Worthing 
Crematorium.  AD  enoutrtes 
to  H.D.Trtbe  Ltd.  130.. 
Broadwater  Road.  Worthing. 
TeL-  (01903)  234616. 


STEVENS Georgina  Peggy, 
peacefully  on  Outstmae  Eve 
aged  88.  Sue  was  loved  and 
loving.  FUaera!  at  WM  Harm 
Crematorium.  Qarefon. 
Watford  on  Friday  December 
2»lh  at  12.16pm.  Dooatkma. 
tfdetred.  to  Northwood  and  ' 
Pinner  Cottage  Hospital. 

.  Middlesex  HAS  1D£.  or  eny . 
organHabou  tor  the  Aged.  -  - 
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ITSWABT  -  tank  C.  Died 
pearrfnffy  on  the  23rd  of 
December  .1996,  b**®v«wfi 
fasbM  of  Dm  lata  Britton: 
laving  father  of  Mandy. 
Mark  and  Ttzxy.  grqnd&dher  - 
«T  Hose.  Jande.  Georgia  end 

Natasha,  father-in-law  of 
Barbara  am  Ptdtip.  Funeral 
.'to' be' -arranged.  No  Dowel* 
Put  doneHone  to  Oeacer  Care . 


-Stoke  Maadevms  Hosptari. 
Aylesbury.  Bucks  KP21 
8AL. 


StlWAHT  COX  -  Thames 


2JSOpm.  Ferauy  Flowers 

siuirf  Psniru  Servtea. 
C«rtl«  Farm.  Mitiworth 
Rood,  DevtXM  SNIO  BHD. 
for  Car*  x  Home  service 
and  QJiImm  Church.  . 


SrOKBD  -  Ahm  Orton,  sgsd 
83  yean,  dtod  nesosfUBy  on 
December  24 m.  beloved 
husband  of  Eton*,  and  a 
much  loved  _rnthtr  sad 


TTRELL  -  Sarah  to «■  Otoh}* 
betoyedTOODter  of  James. 

rr||i3.Pfl^ : 

sent  10  Brtttah  Dhtete 
fMoCUOm.  10  Queen  Anns 
StraeL  Lanaou  WUd  obdl 


\:P& 


reveais 

secrets 
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Obituaries 


James  Meade,  CR  FBA. 

Professor  of  Political  Economy  at 

fix  °f  ^“^ridge.  1957- 

oied  on  December  22  aged  88. 

He  was  born  on  June  23, 1907. 

JAMES  MEADE  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  economists  of  his  genera- 
horu  The  central  theme  of  his  life's 
work  was  the  theory  of  economic 
policy,  m  alt  ns  aspects.  Thar  work  was 
the  source  of  many  of  the  ideas  that  are 
now  common  currency  among  econo¬ 
mists  and  policymakers.  Meade  was 
awarded  a  Nobel  Prize  in  Economics  in 
1977.  only  the  second  Brirish  economist 
to  have  been  thus  honoured. 

James  Edward  Meade  was  the  son  of 
Charles  Hippisley  Meade  of  Bath  and 
defended  in  earlier  generations  from 
a  family  of  Somerset  parsons,  with 
remoter  connections  to  Ireland  He 
was  educated  at  Malvern  College  and 
One!  College,  Oxford,  at  both  of  which 
he  held  classical  scholarships.  After  a 
first  in  Mods  in  1928,  he  deserted  the 
classics  for  economics  and  obtained 
another  first  in  PPE  in  1930. 

This  was  at  a  time  when  economists 
at  Oxford  were  few  and  in  193!  he  spent 
a  year  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
under  Dennis  Robertson,  whose  Bank¬ 
ing  Policy  and  (he  Price  Level  had 
recently  starred  a  new  approach  to 
monetary  thinking.  The  monetary 
systems  of  the  world  were  in  a  state  of 
crisis.  Keynes  had  published  his  Trea¬ 
tise  on  Money  only  a  few  months 
before.  Cambridge  economics  was  in  a 
ferment  of  argument  which  led  on  a 
few  years  later  to  Keynes's  General 
Theory. 

AJ1  of  this  gave  Meade  the  stimulus 
which  he  needed,  and  he  very  quickly 
made  his  mark  as  one  of  the  group  of 
young  economists  (“the  circus")  who 
met  to  discuss  Keynes's  ideas.  Out  of 
these  discussions  came  an  article  by 
Richard  Kahn  (the  late  Lord  Kahn) 
which  is  remembered  as  a  milestone  in 
the  history  of  economic  thought 
because  it  was  the  origin  of  the  concept 
of  the  multiplier.  What  was  often 
forgotten  was  that  it  was  Meade. 
Kahn's  collaborator,  who  first 
generalised  this  seminal  concept  as 
"Mr  Meade’s  Relation"  —  now  recog¬ 
nised  as  the  seed  of  the  Keynesian 
revolution  in  economic  theory.  This 
was  quite  a  debut  for  a  novice  in 
economics,  not  yet  25  years  old. 

Meade  went  back  the  next  year  to 
Oxford  to  Hertford  College,  where  he 
had  already  been  elected  a  Fellow  in 
1930.  He  remained  there  until  1937, 
lecturing,  teaching  and  serving  for  a 
period  as  Bursar.  His  first  book. 
Economic  Analysis  and  Policy  (1936), 
though  designed  as  an  undergraduate 
text,  had  all  the  qualities  that  he 
retained  in  later  writings.  At  Hertford, 
as  throughout  hisr  life,  he  was  writing 
all  the  time.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prolific  of  economists,  perhaps  too 
prolific  for  his  ideas  always  to  receive 
their  due  recognition.  The  book  —  the 
substantial  book  —  remained  his 
preferred  medium,  even  in  his  later 
years,  by  which  time  the  journal  article 
had  increasingly  become  the  predomi¬ 
nant  vehicle  for  new  ideas  in  econom¬ 
ics.  Despite  the  great  amount  of  his 
writing,  it  was  always  careful,  scholar¬ 
ly,  well  thought  out  and  well  presented. 

By  1938  he  had  already  achieved  a 
reputation.  In  that  year  he  was  invited 
to  join  the  staff  of  the  Economic 
Intelligence  Service  of  the  League  of 
Nations  in  Geneva,  where  it  was  his 
responsibility  to  write  the  then  very 
important  annual  World  Economic 
Surveys. 

When  war  came  he  was  still  in 
Geneva.  By  early  in  1940  the  financing 
of  the  war  had  oome  to  present  a 
problem  only  to  be  solved  —  as  Keynes 


PROFESSOR  JAMES  MEADE 


had  shown  in  his  How  to  Pav  for  the 
War  —  in  terms  of  alloration  of 
resources  based  on  accurate  and  up-to- 
date  national  income  measurements. 
Some  of  the  economists  already  work¬ 
ing  in  the  Cabinet  Office  persuaded  Sir 
Edward  Bridges,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Cabinet,  to  let  them  appoint  a  minute 
staff  to  prepare,  for  the  first  time  in 
British  history,  official  national  income 
estimates.  James  Meade  and  Richard 
Stone  were  invited  to  take  on  the  task. 
Meade,  with  his  wife  and  infant 
children,  made  a  perilous  journey 
across  France,  narrowly  escaping 
being  overrun  by  the  advancing  Ger¬ 
man  armies  and  leaving  their  car  on 
the  quayside  at  Nantes. 

During  the  next  12  months  Meade 
and  Stone  created,  under  immense 
pressure  of  time  and  insistent  de¬ 
mands  from  a  by  now  impatient 
Treasuiy,  a  wholly  original  system  of 
national"  income  statistics  wffich  has 
survived  in  essentials  ever  since, 
Meade  was  the  chief  architect  of  the 
logical  framework.  Stone  of  the  statisti¬ 
cal  brickwork.  But  in  the  end  the 
labours  were  shared  equally  between 
them.  They  saw  the  fulfilment  of  them 
in  the  White  Paper  which  accompanied 
Kingsley  Wood's  Budget  of  1941, 
prepared  under  the  influence  of 
Keynes,  who  was  by  then  in  the 
Treasury. 

Over  the  next  few  years  of  war, 
Meade  moved  on  to  other  things, 
playing  a  large  part  in  the  economic 
discussions  and  negotiations  that  led 
up  to  the  Atlantic  Treaty,  to  Bretton 
Woods  and  to  the  White  Paper  on 
postwar  employment 

In  1946  he  succeeded  Lionel  Robbins 
as  Director  of  the  Economic  Section  of 
the  Cabinet  Office.  He  was  quite  unlike 
any  other  economist  in  high  office  in 
Whitehall.  Where  others  were  anxious 
to  work  shoulder-to-shoulder  with 
their  Civil  Service  colleagues,  Meade 
remained  detached,  austere,  rigid  in 
his  analytical  thinking,  prepared  to 
make  rivtl  servants  think  in  his  terms 
precisely  and  accurately  about  their 


problems.  In  the  early  days  of  national¬ 
isation  and  public  sector  economics,  to 
take  one  example,  he  was  already 
making  them  think  about  ideal  outputs 
and  marginal  cost  pricing,  matters 
which  became  familiar  by  the  1960s 
but  which  were  unheard  of  in  the 
1940s.  For  his  Civil  Service  work 
Meade  was  appointed  CB  in  1947.  one 
of  very  few  temporary  civil  servants  to 
be  honoured  in  this  way. 

In  that  year  he  left  Whitehall  to 
return  to  academic  work,  joining  the 
London  School  of  Economics  to  hold  a 
chair  that  was  primarily  concerned 
with  international  trade.  In  the  ten 
years  that  he  held  it  he  greatly 
enhanced  his  own  personal  reputation 
and  that  of  his  department. 

He  continued  to  be  associated  with 
the  school  as  a  governor,  and  as  such 
took  very  much  to  heart  foe  difficulties 
and  tribulations  of  the  school  and  the 
breakdown  of  the  human  relations 
between  staff  and  students  in  the  late 
1960s.  Meade  was  a  passionate  defend¬ 
er  of  rational  argument  and  democrat¬ 
ic  decision  and  believed  that  die 
principles  of  democracy,  as  well  as  the 
essentials  of  a  university,  were  in 
danger  of  being  destroyed  by  the  use  of 
force. 

In  1957.  when  the  Cambridge  Chair 
of  Political  Economy  became  vacant 
through  the  retirement  of  Sir  Dennis 
Robertson.  Meade  was  elected  to  it  He 
moved  to  Cambridge  at  a  time  when 
the  Cambridge  school  was  dominated 
by  the  tradition  of  Keynes  and  the  firsr 
generation  of  his  disciples.  Meade, 
himself  in  essentials  but  by  no  means 
uncritically  a  Keynesian,  had  prob¬ 
lems  fitting  into  the  new  environment. 
He  was  never  anxious  to  dominate, 
still  less  to  administer,  the  Cambridge 
faculty. 

Over  the  next  ten  years,  nonetheless, 
he  gradually  became  the  keystone  of 
the  Cambridge  teaching.  His  lurid 
lectures  on  economic  principles  formed 
the  intellectual  foundation  of  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  Cambridge  undergraduates.  He 
made  Cambridge  teaching  more  pre¬ 


cise.  more  rigidly  analytical.  He  en¬ 
joyed  his  contacts  with  undergraduates 
and  they  responded  to  it. 

Meade  made  no  attempt  to  found  a 
school  of  Meodeans-  But  by  his  sheer 
intellectual  quality  he  was  the  largest 
influence  on  the  ablest  of  his  younger 
colleagues.  A  number  of  these  got 
together  to  produce  in  19S0  a  fest¬ 
schrift,  Public  Polity  and  the  Tax 
System.  Two  years  earlier  he  had  been 
associated  with  a  group  of  them  in  the 
writing  of  a  major  study  of  direct 
taxation  that  came  to  be  known  as  the 
Meade  Report 

To  the  surprise  of  many  of  his 
friends  and  despite  their  earnest 
attempts  to  dissuade  him.  Meade 
derided  in  1967  to  resign  the  chair.  He 
was  anxious  to  devote  himself  more 
singlc-mindedly  to  writing  economics. 
He  had  set  himself  a  vast  task  of 
writing  a  many-volume  Principles  of 
Political  Economy,  a  stage-by-stage 
approach  by  rigid  analysis  to  economic 
reality.  The  first  two  volumes  had  been 
published  in  [965  and  1968,  and  a  great 
deal  more  —  more  than  a  normal 
man's  fife  work  —  still  remained  to  be 
accomplished. 

As  a  sincere  liberal,  he  distrusted 
much  of  the  more  socialist  thinking  of 
some  of  his  senior  colleagues.  He 
continued  to  hold  a  Fellowship  at 
Christ's  College  to  which,  as  professor, 
he  had  been  elected,  and  a  specially 
created  Nuffield  Research  fellowship: 
he  retained  a  room  in  the  faculty 
building,  and  shared  almost  as  fully  as 
in  the  past  in  all  the  theoretical 
disputation  which  went  on  there.  He 
continued  to  run  a  seminar  for 
graduate  students  and  he  continued, 
perhaps  a  little  more  remotely,  to  take 
his  responsible  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Royal  Economic  Sorieiy.  of  which  he 
was  president  196466,  and  that  of  the ' 
British  Academy,  to  which  he  had  been 
elected  in  1951. 

While  he  was  at  fhe  LSE,  he  had 
written  one  of  his  most  distinguished 
contributions  to  theoretical  economics, 
the  two  volumes  of  The  Theory  of  Inter¬ 
national  Economic  Polity.  After  his 
retirement  from  the  chair  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  books  of  an  astonishing  range 
continued  to  flow  from  his  pen.  He 
received  the  Nobel  Prize  in  Economics 
in  1977  for  his  work,  in  particular,  on 
international  trade  cycles. 

In  the  late  1970s  he  embarked  on  a 
major  new  study,  with  some  younger 
collaborators,  on  the  subject  of 
stagflation.  Remaining  himself  much 
more  a  Keynesian  than  a  monetarist, 
yet  recognising  the  challenge  posed  to 
foil  employment  policies  by  inflation, 
he  put  forward  proposals  that  drew 
something  from  each  of  those  schools, 
together  with  distinctive  suggestions  of 
his  own  on  incomes  policy.  These  ideas 
were  widely  discussed  at  the  time  of 
their  first  publication  in  1982,  not  least 
in  the  SDP.  of  which  Meade  was  a 
founder  member,  though  his  ideas  in 
the  end  did  not  find  favour  there. 

Meade's  libera!  rationalism  evoked 
comparisons  with  J.  S.  Mill,  as  did  his 
combination  of  courtesy,  kindness  and 
modesty  with  an  underlying  fervour. 
Meade  was,  indeed,  a  person  of 
curious  contradictions.  An  Irish  streak 
in  his  make-up,  combined  with  an 
extraordinarily  strong  sense  of  princi¬ 
ple.  made  him  at  the  same  rime 
somewhat  quixotic  and  somewhat 
inflexible.  He  was  seldom  willing  to 
compromise  with  worldly-wise  views 
that  infringed  his  sense  of  justice  and 
his  sense  of  logic 

Meade  was  also  a  practical  man,  a 
skilled  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker, 
and  the  possessor  of  a  fine  baritone 
singing  voice.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Margaret  whom  he  married  in 
1933.  one  son  and  three  daughters. 
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SIR  COLVILLE  DEVERELL 


Sir  Colville  Deverefl, 
GBE  KCMG,  CVO. 
Governor  of  Mauritius. 

195962.  and  later 
Secretary-General  of  the 
International  Planned 
Parenthood  Federation, 
died  on  December  18 
aged  88.  He  was  born  on 
February  21, 1907. 

THE  second  career  of  “Dev" 
Deverell,  on  which  he  em¬ 
barked  in  his  late  fifties,  was 
prompted  by  the  experiences 
of  his  first  one.  While  working 
as  a  colonial  administrator  in 
two  hemispheres,  he  observed 
at  first  hand  the  misery  caused 
by  unwanted  pregnancies  and 
the  consequences  or  over- pop¬ 
ulation  in  the  Third  World. 

This  was  nowhere  more 
apparent  than  in  Mauritius, 
his  final  posting,  where  he 
arrived  as  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  1959. 
Its  heterogeneous  population 
of  600,000  was  then  largely 
sustained  by  an  annua)  yield 
of  600,000  tons  of  sugar 
exports  ■—  one  ton  of  sugar  per 
head  of  population.  This  sim¬ 
ple  equation  which  underlay 
the  island's  economy  was  up¬ 
set.  however,  by  a  fall  in  the 
price  of  sugar  and  by  a  rising 
birthrate. 

Mauritius  succeeded  in  di¬ 
versifying.  by  developing  its 
tourism  for  example.  South 
Africa’s  pariah  status  at  the 
time  made  travel  firms  eager 
to  discover  fresh  locations, 
and  Mauritians  were  not  slow 
to  lake  advantage.  But  the 
problems  which  over-popula¬ 
tion  exemplified  were  those 
which  Deverell  had  also  seen 
in  the  West  Indies  and  in  black 
Africa,  and  made  him  con¬ 
scious  of  the  need  to  promote 
family  planning. 

Bom  Colville  Montgomery 
Deverell  near  Dublin,  he  was 
the  son  of  the  accountant- 
general  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 
The  Deverells  were  Irish  Prot¬ 
estants  who  had  first  come  to 
England  with  William  the 
Conqueror,  then  crossed  to 
Ireland  with  William  of  Or¬ 
ange.  settling  down  in  Co 
Clare  for  the  next  few 
centuries. 

“Dev"  (he  was  never  known 
by  any  other  name)  went  from 
Porto  ra  School,  Enniskillen,  to 
Trinity  College  Dublin,  to 
read  law.  An  accomplished 
sportsman  throughout  his  life, 
he  also  played  tennis  and 
cricket  for  Trinity  College.  A 
contemporary  in  the  cricket 
first  XI  was  the  playwright 
Samuel  Beckett. 

He  had  always  wanted, 
however,  to  join  the  Colonial 
Service,  inspired  by  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  his  uncle  who  had 
served  in  Kenya  for  many 
years.  After  being  accepted  by 
Whitehall,  he  went  to  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  for  a  12- 
month  course  in  local  politics 
and  languages,  then  sailed  for 
Kenya  in  1931. 

Deverell  spent  the  next  sev¬ 
en  years  as  a  district  officer 
before  moving  to  Nairobi  in 
1938  as  clerk  to  the  colony's 
executive  and  legislative  coun¬ 
cils.  Commissioned  into  the 
Army  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
Second  World  War.  he  was 
posted  to  the  civil  affairs 


branch  of  the  East  Africa 
Command  in  1941  and  spent 
the  next  five  years  in  Italian 
and  British  Somaliland  and 
Ethiopia.  He  was  a  member  of 
Lord  de  la  Warr's  delegation 
to  Ethiopia  in  1944  and  was 
seconded  to  the  War  Office  for 
the  negotiations  which  led  in 
1946  to  the  Italian  peace  treaty. 
He  ended  the  war  in  the  rank 
of  acting  brigadier. 

Deverell  then  returned  to 
Kenya,  first  as  secretary  of  the 
Development  and  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  Authority.  He  next  be¬ 
came  financial  secretary  and 
chief  native  commissioner,  be¬ 
fore  becoming  administrative 
secretary  in  1949.  As  such, 
Deverell  planned  the  1952  visit 
to  Kenya  by  the  young  Prin¬ 
cess  Elizabeth  and  Prince  Phil¬ 
ip.  during  which  she 
succeeded  to  the  Throne  on  the 
death  of  her  father  King 
George  VI. 

In  the  same  year  Deverell 
moved  to  become  colonial 
secretary  in  Jamaica  —  in 
effect  the  deputy  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  Sir  Hugh  Foot  {later  Lord 
Caradon).  The  Fools  and  the 
Deverells  were  to  become 
close  and  lasting  friends.  In 
1953  he  was  appointed  CVO. 
and  created  KCMG  in  1957. 

fn  1955  Deverell  was  made 
the  last  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  of  the  Wind¬ 
ward  Islands,  transferring 
four  years  later  to  Mauritius. 
He  retired  from  the  Colonial 
Service  in  1961  Having  been 
appointed  OBE  in  1946.  he 
was  advanced  to  GBE  in  1963. 

It  so  happened  that  at  about 
that  time  the  International 
Planned  Parenthood  Federa¬ 
tion  (IPPF),  a  federation  of 
family  planning  associations 
throughout  the  world,  was 
prospecting  for  its  first  full¬ 
time  Secretary-General,  to 
provide  strong  leadership  and 
increase  the  organisation's 


international  status.  Sir  Col¬ 
ville  Deverell  was  almost  tai¬ 
lor-made  for  the  job. 

His  strengths  were  an  inci¬ 
sive,  independent  mind, 
backed  by  a  natural  Irish 
charm  and  sociability.  With 
these  weapons  in  his  armoury 
he  led  the  federation  during 
the  next  five  years  during 
which  it  saw  a  steady  expan¬ 
sion  in  its  field  of  activity 
throughout  the  developing 
world,  particularly  in  the  Indi¬ 
an  sub-continent  and  South 
America. 

At  home  he  encouraged 
interna  I  debate  over  the  I  PPFs 
role,  successfully  arguing  the 
case  for  backing  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  voluntary  family 
planning  as  opposed  to  statu¬ 
tory  population  control,  im¬ 
posed  from  above. 

At  the  same  time  he  chaired 
the  UN  family  planning  mis¬ 
sion  to  India  in  1966  and  a 
similar  one  to  Ceylon  six  years 
later.  He  also  accepted  a 
number  of  jobs  for  the  British 
Government,  acting  as  a  con¬ 
stitutional  adviser  on  the  Sey¬ 
chelles  and  later  for  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

He  retained  his  sporting 
prowess,  playing  squash  and 
golf  as  well  as  tennis  and 
cricket,  which  he  continued 
until  well  into  his  seventies 
when  Alzheimer's  disease 
caught  up  with  him.  He  had 
spent  the  last  eight  years  in 
hospital. 

Deverell  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Margaret,  whom  he  met 
when  she  went  out  to  visit  her 
cousin,  the  Attorney-General, 
in  Kenya  during  his  time 
there,  and  by  two  of  their  three 
sons.  His  eldest  son  John,  who 
was  MI5  Director  of  Intelli¬ 
gence  in  Belfast,  died  in  the 
helicopter  crash  on  the  Mull  of 
Kin  tyre  which  killed  many  of 
Ulster’s  leading  security  offici¬ 
als  18  months  ago. 
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PERSONAL  COLUMN 


DEATHS 


WADDELL  -  On  PrUtusr  22nd 
December  peacefully  In 
hospital.  TbonMfl  Stanley 
meat  beloved  bueband  of 
Marlon,  dearest  lather  of 
Kay  ami  Ian.  wanflMhsr  of 
Charles.  Nall.  Lucy  and 
Private  family 


January  1996.  will  be 

foamed  bnmedianiy  by  a 


Margaret's 


Church: 
cal  12  noon. 

Family  newer*  only,  w  * 

dednd  donations  may  be 

made  to  Cancer  tlMWth  or 

The  Salvation  Army  c/o 
Hanning  to  its  F/D.  4-6 

Monteflore  Road.  Hove. 

-  Suasox.  Tel:  101275) 
77B732J. 

WEGNER  -  Peacefully  on 
Pocembw  ash  1996.  aged 
89.  Tlbby.  Cremation 
Service  cm  Thursday  4th 
January  sm  Oaldex*  Oreen 
Crmtunm  ■  AS  snaatrtee 
to  4  H  Kenyan.  Tet  (9171) 
22 9  2810. 

WKCOCK  -  Alan  Derm,  an 
24th  December.  ndrirtHy  ta 
hospital  and  of  Austen  Walk. 
Bicester,  oxford,  aged  66. 
beloved,  husband  of  Rom. 
Ueajunm  Ifettwr  of  Helen  ami 
KMbofe*  *M  much  toftd 

-  grandfather  "to  KUn. 
Charlotte  and  Sara.  Ben. 
Matthew  and  DanieL 
Cnoufrle*  to  Heolay  A 
Watkina  (01608)  422734- 

WOODWARD  -  UNjibTO. 
dear  bueband  of  Annette. 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


TICKETS 
FOR  SALE 

Wben.namondbig  to 


eaMHhb  the  toot  value  and 

fun  detain  of  tickets  before 


connaRmnL  Moot  sports 

defeats  sr*  rowset  to  aUd 


All.  AVAR. 

Ssfewa.  obvbt.  awswaRsdma 

caaan.  soort  or t  ear  i4P7 

JUXTianCTU  feu.  Hafbr. Pbn- 

aaa.  iLduwe.  emu*.  Sfensty 

HmL  Al  amor  pas.  mart  n 

■ins,  oc*  eecw  pin  oaoooae 

WJUI.  MRnBBH 

■  anas  Pa«*  Qt44d  TUgraPl 


1996.  CrmnaUon  i£8  P*n 

January  4m  1996.  CMy  of 

London  Cemetery.  NO 
flew**, 

TOLLAND  -  Brigadier  Babat 
Gifford  Tolland  ORE. 

peacefully  on  December  2«tb 
1996.  aged  R7ynsiRAPBad 


Sendee  i—. - - - - 

29th  at  2.50pm  at  81 
;^y«b»nairaiaililMMnt| 

No  Bowen.  wUhnsUwlo 

The  NSPCC.  67  SrfBtm  HBL 
London  EC1N  8R&  I 


i  Friday  Dace 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


BKADBVMH  -  TO 
and  Stuart.  Coosrabitouone 
Sun  an  the  famRV- 


FLATSHARE 


J5 


FOR  SALE 


MORNING  SUITS 
DINNER  Slirrs 
EVENING  TAIL 
.  SUITS 

eWWJMTOMRB 


W»  End  Td  0171  2402310 
22  Oming  Cron  Rjd  WC2 
f  Td  0171 623  7721 
1  Fenchnrdi  St  EE3 


WMi  OM14MS 


SHORT  LETS 


_ I  tar  3.  Jbn  2  -  Mar  4.  «00 

e».  to:  ora  9ss  si  at 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


LM:  0171-730  2201.  AST* 
28708  1ATA/ATPX.  IM. 


HUM.  MSI  429  2900.  VW 

-  - TA  90684  ATOt- 


announcements 


GIFTS 


RENTALS 


vUcdlldRNiO* 

mM.  sown  ft  ‘ 


Td:  0171  248  0004, 


Wt.2v4pee«datims 

esa  w*  seen.  tMTl 


84 


Kidney 
Research 
Saves  Lives 

Ptease  help  with  a  donation 
now  and  a  legacy  later 
NATIONAL 


RESEARCH 

MnOMLKBWEr 

RESEARCH  FUND 
3  takas  tad. 


FEU 


HELPING 
HOUSE  THE 
HOMELESS 


Doiutinm  tfB  minded 

BmaMBosto  buy  mire  boosts 

art  rescue  mon  trades  ta 
want  iwflof  support  Help  is 
tatte  problems  rthrmtan- 
iwxb)f  uaatagCtodi  Housing 

VWasiMaefictaylnsnurWBL 

Deeds  from 


TRUST 


1MWM 


onnr 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


YOUR  WILL 

R  you  m  makfnqiay  w 
base  Mnk  ofBtESUA.1 


cam  tar  ai  ox-asnfea  nan  and 
women  who  haw  lost  Rmbs  In 
tfw  service  at  ttsa  country, 
ta 


Beak  pic.  60  West  SWtt8ett 
Landed  EC1  A. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANIMALS 

IN  NEED 


I  c*»  Hd  dog*  ml 

toe  did  or  as 


waft  a.  to  mn  swea*  i 

SSwas  to  flow,  io  i  nw 

wndcs  a  Us  poonr  ay  snea.  ws  i 

msSSSS^ 


THE  RAF  RISES  TO 
THE  CHALLENGE 


Bom  191 9  ttw  Fund  has  been  helping  RAF  mortem,  Iheir  widow 
sndchOdnmlnitaSngaiarvmciusBndsclBabMitaingenildncalhe 
last  war.  and  tods*  wherarer  canBd  arises. 
Bfi^yeRapproxina^eiOHAM  h  gpe«h«sfeflr|fsaiw2&a» 
cases.  Plaese  help  toth  a  donation  or  remember  us  In  your  WSL 


Will  you  rise  to  the 
challenge,  too? 


THE  BOWL  AIR  FORCE  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

DEPTH.  67  POHTtAXO  BJCE,  LONDON  WlH  4AR 


COURT  AND  SOCIAL 
PAGE 

OVER  THE  NEW  YEAR  PERIOD  THE 
FOLLOWING  DEADLINES  WILL 
APPLY: 

Notices  to  appear  on  Thursday,  December 
28th  should  be  received  in  writing  by  noon  on 

Wednesday,  December  27th.  Notices  to 
appear  on  Friday,  December  29,  should  be 
received  in  writing  by  5pna  on  Wednesday, 
December  27. 

Notices  to  appear  oa  Saturday,  December  30; 

Monday,  January  1;  Tuesday,  January  2 
should  be  received  in  writing  by  12  noon  on 

Thnreday,  December  28. 

ALL  NOTICES  ARE  ACCEPTED 
SUBJECT  TO  CONFIRMATION 

TEL  0171 7827347 
.  FAX  0171 481 9313 


DAVID  NICKERSON 


David  Nickerson, 
antiques  dealer,  died 
after  a  stroke  on 
November  23  aged  62.  He 
was  born  on  March  24, 
1933. 

DAVID  NICKERSON  dealt 
in  antiques  for  the  firm  of 
MalJett  and  Son  for  38  years 
and  played  a  key  part  in  its 
transformation.  Mallett’s  in 
Bond  Street  had  long  been 
reputed  to  lead  the  field  in 
classic  English  furniture.  The 
firm’s  fortunes  burgeoned 
under  Francis  Egerton,  who 
was  chairman  of  the  company. 
1950-83,  and  who  moved  it 
towards  a  more  catholic  and 
eye-catching  style. 

Egerton  launched  a  conti- 
nen tally-5 lan  ted  sister  shop  in 
1967  at  Bourdon  House,  Da¬ 
vies  Street,  and  asked 
Nickerson  to  run  it  Nickerson 


had  joined  fhe  Bond  Street 
shop  ten  years  previously,  and 
oversaw  Malle tt  at  Bourdon 
House  for  the  next  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  was  a  director  of 
M  a  Hen's.  1968-83.  and  manag¬ 
ing  director  thereafter. 

Just  north  of  Berkeley 
Square,  a  huge  plane  tree 
dwarfs  a  garden  fagade  of 
baroque  brick.  Here,  in  the 
former  tuwnhouse  of  the  Duke 
of  Westminster,  Nickerson 
presided  over  a  labyrinth  of 
showrooms  into  which  occa¬ 
sionally  the  aromatic  fumes  of 
glue  and  lacquer  might  waft 
from  the  warren  of  tiled 
workshops  below  stairs.  On 
the  ground  floor,  tall  windows 
gave  onto  a  walled  garden, 
home  to  Mogul  fountains, 
Roman  busts.  Renaissance 
wellheads,  and  gates  of  writh¬ 
ing  gilded  iron.  Nickerson  was 
catholic  in  his  enthusiasms. 


and  one  never  knew  what  one 
might  find  in  the  shop. 

Bom  in  London.  Nickerson 
was  educated  at  Eton,  at 
Norwich  High  School  and  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 


After  university,  he  lived  in 
Paris  to  leam  French,  but  then 
returned  to  London  where  he 
joined  MaJlett's.  His  potential 
was  immediately  spotted  by 
Egerton.  and  he  was  groomed 
for  high  positions. 

Nickerson  was  the  least 
pompous  and  stuffy  of  men. 
He  was  quick  to  calculate  the 
intricacies  of  business  and  to 
understand  how,  by  a  cocktail 
of  credit,  cajolery  and  dis¬ 
count.  to  nail  a  deal. 

He  lived  during  the  week  in 
Notting  Hill,  with  a  series  of 
flat-coated  black  retrievers, 
and  within  walking  distance 
of  his  local  pub.  the  Windsor 
Castle.  He  had  more  than  a 
touch  of  the  Mr  Toad  about 
him,  favouring  pinstripes  — 
nearer  the  weekend  tweeds  — 
and  yellow  pullovers.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Sara,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter. 


OLD  VIC 

“A  MIDSUMMER 
NIGHTS  DREAM" 

By  WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE 
Let  it  be  said  at  die  outset  that  this  is  an 
endian  ting  performance  of  the  play.  The  word 
“endian ting"  is  not  vaguely  used  as  an  adjective 
of  genera!  praise,  but  to  mean  that  the  .  stage 
ceases  altogether  to  be  self-consciously  theatrical, 
that  a  'spa!  descends  upon  it,  that  illusion  is 
complete,  and  that  the  furies  are  the  fairies  that 
one  expects  to  leap  out  of  the  air.  Mr.  Messd's 
designs.  Miss  Ninette  de  Valois's  choreography, 
and  Mr.  Tyrone  Guthries  prahjetion  have 
combined  in  the  waving  of  a  single  wand. 

A  Midsummer  lughrsDnom  is  not  The  school 
for  Scandal  In  one  the  form  is  loose  and  asfcs  for 
inventions;  in  die  other  strict  forbidding  all  but 
ns  own.  To  one  ballet  is  appropriate:  to  the  other, 
not.  And  as  for  “period" — who  cares  in  this 
Athenian  wood?  Shakespeare  and  Mendelssohn, 
in  the  world  of  pure  imagination,  which  is  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  comedy  of  manners,  are 
artists  independent  of  wfai  is  fashionable,  what 
is  “cauanporarv,  what  is  early  Victorian  or  up 
to  date.  What  matters,  is  that  the  other 
contributory  artists— Guthrie.  Messd.  de  Va- 
Jois — -should  exercise  rtvir  own  tmagmations 
fredy.  They  can  call  the  result  “early  Victorian”  if 
they  will.  Perhaps  it  is.  if  you  think  in  those  terms, 
but  it  appears  as  me  of  the  loveliest,  most 
magical,  and  least  affected  productions  of  the 
play  that  foe  stage  has  sera  for  many  years.  There 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  28, 1937 


For  this  production  Tyrone  Guthrie  brought 
together  Ralph  Richardson  as  Bottom,  Vivien 
Leigh  as  Tttania,  Robert  Helpmann  as 
Oberon  and  a  young  Anthony  Quayle  as 
Demetrius.  The  designs  were  by  Oliver  Messei 
and  the  choreography  by  Ninette  de  Valois. 

are  a  few  weak  spots.  Miss  Agnes  Lauchlan's 
early  couplets  are  too  mincing,  but  in  the  later 
scenes  both  she  and  Miss  Alexis  France  are  more 
than  moderately  good  lovers  and  quarreflens.  Mr. 
Messd's  costumes  for  Gobwcb  and  his  fellows  are 
a  little  freakish.  The  Pud.  though  Master 
Gordon  Miller  attacks  the  pan  gallantly,  would 
be  better  if  cast  for  more  experience,  and  Miss 
Vivien  Leigh,  who  looks  extremely  pretty,  and 
promises  a  genuine  firmness  in  her verse.  Is  as  yes 
a  trifle  nervous  ofTiumo's  authority.  Bui  there  is 
an  end  of  complaint.  Even  those  who  are  red 
naturally  enthusiastic  about  Shakespearian  com¬ 
ics  may  be  delighted  by  the  vjvadty  of  Ralph 
Rkhardomk  Bottom,  and  the  special  drollery  of 
Mr.  Fftdmck  Bennett's  Snug.  When  they  and 


their  companions  pass  from  rehearsal  to  perfor¬ 
mance  they  combine  with  Mr.  Guthrie's  inven¬ 
tions  to  give  as  entertaining  a  version  of  the 
interlude  as  we  remember.  The  flying  fairies 
seem  not  to  be  m  wires  but  in  sweeping  flight . . . 
And  the  production  yields,  moream,  a  discovery. 
it  will  be  useless  in  future  for  Mr.  Robert 
Helpmann  to  pretend  that  he  is  exclusively  a 
dancer  of  the  first  rank.  Certainly  his  dancmg 
gives  strength  to  his  Oberon:  he  glides  into 
imagined  invisibility;  but  that  is  not  all:  his  verse 
sings  with  his  thought,  his  Oberon  flashes  with 
power,  and  presides,  as  Oberons  do  rarely,  aver 
the  whole  magic  of  the  wood. 

ENGLISH  ADVERTISING  BY  WIRELESS 
PAWS.  DEC.  27 

The  Ftench  Government  will  shortly  introduce 

a  Bill  forbidding  private  wireless  stations  to 
broadcast  advertising  matter  in  English,  to 
exceed  a  certain  limit  of  transmitting  power,  or  to 
use  a  wavelength  not  in  accordance  with  the 
international  broadcasting  conventions. 

This  action  is  the  result  of  strong  representa¬ 
tions  by  the  British  Government  against  the 
erection  by  Radio-Normandie  erf  a  100-kilowan 
station  at  Louvcnx.  about  halfway  between 
Rouen  and  lx  Havre,  with  foe  object  of 
broadcasting  advertisements  in  English.  Besides 
proposing  to  use  a  wave-length  which  would 
inconvenience  other  European  stations.  Radio- 
Normandie  were  acting  contrary  to  the  British 
objection  to  commercial  broadcasting. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  28  1995 


Cold  weather  cash  for  millions 

■  The  Government  is  to  pay  tens  of  millions  of  pounds  to  sick 
and  elderly  people  across  large  parts  of  the  country  as  Arctic 
conditions  claimed  at  least  three  lives  and  brought  widespread 
disruption  to  transport. 

Most  of  Scotland,  Northern  Ireland,  Wales  and  die  east  of 
England  remained  blanketed  by  snow  and  further  showers  are 
expected  in  Essex  and  Kent  today,  with  sub-zero  temperatures 
persisting  until  the  weekend . . . Pages  L  2 

Woolly  socks  and  love  for  hostages 

■  Two  British  hostages  held  in  Kashmir  since  early  July  have 

received  taped  Christmas  greetings,  woolly  socks  and  winter 
clothing  from  loved  ones  through  intermediaries  in  India.  The 
captives  are  guarded  by  as  many  as  20  separatist  gunmen  at 
10.000  feet  in  the  Himalayan  foothills . ..Page  I 


Father’s  plea 

The  father  of  the  missing  French 
teenager  Celine  Figard  appealed 
to  lorry  drivers  for  help  in  tracing 
the  man  who  gave  her  a  lift  last 
week.  With  a  relative  acting  as 
interpreter.  Bernard  Figard  said: 
“Please  keep  helping  ns,  we  need 
to  find  Celine" . Pages  I,  3 

Sunshine  Princess 

The  Princess  of  Wales  flew  to  the 
Caribbean,  leaving  her  sons  to 
enjoy  the  rest  of  their  traditional 
British  Christmas  at  Sandring¬ 
ham.  She  is  expected  to  stay  on 
the  island  of  Nevis . Page  I 

Pay  disputes  loom 

John  Major  faces  confrontation 
over  pay  with  doctors,  nurses  and 
teachers,  who  are  looking  for  in¬ 
creases  of  between  4  and  S  per 
cent . Page  2 

Care  in  community 

A  charter  for  the  mentally  ill  is  to 
be  announced  by  Stephen  Dar¬ 
rell.  the  Health  Secretary,  in  an 
attempt  to  allay  public  concern 
after  a  spate  of  violent  attacks  by 
patients  who  have  been  released 
into  the  community - Page  4 

Lowry  gallery 

The  world's  largest  collection  of 
L  S.  Lowry's  paintings  and  sket¬ 
ches  is  to  have  pride  of  place  in  a 
£7S  million  performing-arts,  cen¬ 
tre  bearing  his  name  in  Salford.  A 
purpose-built  gallery  will  display 
more  than  300  of  his  depictions  of 
working-class  life . Page  5 


Schools  security 

Secondary  school  heads  have 
hired  a  former  assistant  chief  con¬ 
stable  to  advise  schools  on  spot¬ 
ting  potential  flashpoints  in  their 
communities  and  to  help  to  assess 
security  arrangements  for  staff 
and  pupils . . Page  6 

White  House  dream 

The  publishing  tycoon  Steve 
Forbes  has  moved  into  second 
place  in  the  race  for  the  Republi¬ 
can  presidential  nomination.  And 
after  spending  £4.5  million,  he  is 
the  only  candidate  gaining  in 
popularity . Page  8 

Speeding  westward 

Montana  has  scrapped  speed 
limits  on  its  main  roads.  But  the 
end  of  the  federal  55mph  limit  has 
nor  only  reduced  journey  times;  it 
has  also  brought  death  and  an 
influx  of  out-of-state  speed 
maniacs . Page  9 

Peace  talks 

Israeli  and  Syrian  negotiators 
launched  a  new  round  of  peace 
talks  in  Maryland.  American 
officials  were  optimistic  that  an 
initial  peace  agreement  could  be 
achieved  by  the  spring ...  Page  10 

Highway  robbery 

Robbers  armed  with  rocket  laun¬ 
chers  and  machineguns  carried 
out  a  spectacular  attack  on  a  sec¬ 
urity  van  on  the  Lille  to  Paris 
motorway,  killing  a  guard  before 
escaping  with  a  large  sum  of 
cash . - . Page  11 


Letting  the  train  take  the  Strine 

■  Residents  in  Covent  Garden  have  pulled  the  plug  on  an 
Australian  Tube  announcer  who  welcomed  visitors  to  one  of 
London's  main  tourist  attractions  in  “pure  Strine”  A  new 
recording  has  been  made,  but  an  Underground  spokeswoman 
said:  “We  do  not  agree  that  all  announcements  should  be  in 
white,  middle-class  standard  English  accents." . Page  4 
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A  Chinese  sign  writer  gets  to  work  on  the  characters  for  “Midnight  Express”  a  new  disco  in  a  northern  suburb  of  Peking 


Consumer  power:  Shoppers  may 
be  invited  to  buy  their  electricity 
and  gas  at  supermarket  checkouts 
once  competition  to  supply  house¬ 
holds  is  allowed  in  1998  ....Page  2] 
Jobs:  Widespread  job  insecurity  is 
a  brake  on  economic  growth  and 
hampering  the  Government*  elec¬ 
toral  prospects,  according  to  a  Har¬ 
ris  poll  for  foeTUC - Page  21 

Gokfen  handshake:  Stuart  Wallis. 
FIsons'  departing  chief  executive, 
has  negotiated  a  £2.5  million  pay¬ 
off  from  the  company’s  new  owner, 
Rhone- Poulenc  Rorer Page  21 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  Index  rose 
18.1  points  to  close  at  3676.4.  Ster¬ 
ling’s  trade-weighted  index  rose 
from  83.0  to  83.6  after  a  rise  from 
$1.5415  to  $1.5602  and  from 
DM12202  to  DM22330. ...Page  24 


Cricket:  South  Africa  made  sure 
they  could  not  lose  the  fourth  Test 
with  a  first  innings  score  of  428. 
England  ended  the  second  day  on 

40  for  one - - —  Page  38 

Football:  Manchester  United  halt¬ 
ed  Newcastle  United*  march  to¬ 
wards  the  Premiership  title  with  a 
2-0  win  at  Old  Tra  fiord.  Andy  Cole 
stole  the  show  with  a  brilliant  goal 
against  his  aid  dub — —  Page  40 

Rugby  union:  The  Barbarians  lost 
their  traditional  Christmas  fixture 
against  Leicester  51-25,  but  their 
immediate  future  has  been  secured 
by  an  extension  of  Scottish  Amic¬ 
able*  sponsorship - Page  37 

Racing:  The  British  Horseracing 
Board  has  reorganised  fixtures  to 
offset  the  losses  inflicted  by  the 
weather _ _ _ Page  34 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  ARTS 

Can  Madonna  be  a 
credible  Evita,  or  is  her 
role  to  shock  with  her 
pop  persona? 

■  SPORT 
David  Miller  looks 
back  on  1995  and 
forward  to  a  year  of 
Olympic  proportions 


Operatic  turkey:  Our  series  of 
Great  Showbiz  Disasters  concludes 
with  Henze*  opera  We  Come  to  the 
River,  one  of  the  worst  debacles  in 
Covent  Garden*  history ..  Page  30 

Films  of  the  Yean  Geoff  Brown* 
selects  his  top  movies  of  1995.  in¬ 
cluding  Loach*  Land  and  Free’ 
dam  and  the  recent  children*  film 
Babe . Page  31 

On  this  day,  1895:  A  hundred  years 
ago  today,  the  Lumiere  Brothers 
opened  the  world*  first  paying  cin¬ 
ema.  Blit  other  dates  perhaps  have 
a  better  claim  to  the  title  of  “birth¬ 
day  of  the  movies" - - Page  3! 

Sound  advice:  “What  radio  prows 
every  Christmas."  writes  Peter  Bar¬ 
nard.  “is  that  television  would  do 
us  ail.  and  itself,  a  favour  if  it  took  a 
few  chances"...... _ _ _ Page  31 


Party  time:  Dedicated  party-throw¬ 
ers  are  making  plans  for  New 
Year*  Eve;  1999.  Revellers  are 
booking  seats  on  Concorde;  a  mys¬ 
tery  order  has  been  made  for  5.000 
bottles  of  vintage  champagne,  and 
the  Millennium  Society  has  com¬ 
mandeered  the  QE2 - Page  13 

Leukaemia  hope:  A  new  kind  of 
blood  bank,  offering  hope  for  child¬ 
ren  who  need  a  bone-marrow 
transplant,  has  opened — Page  12 
ChHl  wUl:  We  don’t  wrap  up  proper¬ 
ly  when  we  leave  our  inadequately 
heated  houses  to  face  the  cold,  says 
Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford.  Then  we 
wonder  why  we  get  ill - Page  12 


Russian  genius:  Dostoevsky  on 
Dostoevsky;  a  rediscovered  George 
Crabbe  story  in  verse;  Erica  Wag¬ 
ner  on  Lewis  Lapham*  America, 
and  Stephen  Logan  on  Raymond 
Williams... _ _ Pages  32.  33 


Sid  glee:  Winter  holidays  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  —  for  either  snow  or  sun  —  are 
becoming  more  popular  ...Page  18 


Preview:  The  frozen  far  north  is 
snow  joke.  Billy  Connolly:  A  Scot 
in  the  Arctic  (BBC1. 9-30pm) 
Review.  Lynne  Truss  finds  that 
everything  turns  out  all  right  on  foe 
night..— . . 39 


Christmas  chill 

A  combination  of  humility,  contri¬ 
tion  and,  for  the  worst  affected, 
financial  compensation  would 
warm  foe  hearts  of  foe  roost  frozen 
islanders.  Such  an  offer  has  yet  to 
be  made — r P®Be  15 

Bone-headed  China 

Peking  persists  in  a  needlessly  and 
foolishly  aggressive  stance  towards 
Hong  Kang  which  has  begun  to 
worry  even  its  dose  associates 
there - - - Page  15 

Family  affairs 

The  aspect  of  Cancer  that  is  most 
pertinent  for  everyone  at  this  time 
of  year  was  implied  in  the  Christ¬ 
mas  message  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury:  that  all  births  are  mi¬ 
raculous  and  all  families,  however 
much  at  war,  are  sacred— Page  15 


JANET  DALEY 

l  suspect  that  Mrs  Lawrence  would 
like  to  see  her  husband  Philip* 
death  become  a  turning  point,  far 
all  the  outrage  and  sympathy  it  has 
evoked,  to  be  channelled  into  a 
crusade  against  foe  mindless  ur¬ 
ban  brutality  which  now  looks 
intractable..... - Page  14 

WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

The  80th  aruiiverary  of  the  poet 
Padraic  Pearse*  death  will  be  this 
April;  what  he  believed  in  is  very 
relevant  to  the  future  of  the  peace 
process  and  the  history  of  modem 

Ireland - Page  «4 

MAGNUS  UNKLATER 
In  snowbound  Scotland,  we  have 
nursed  freezing  fingers  and  lea  ml 
the  true  meaning  of  “foe  wind-dull 
factor'.  We  have  also  witnessed 
some  scenes  of  breathtaking 
beauty _ _ Page  14 


James  Meade.  Cambridge  profes¬ 
sor  of  political  economy:  Sir  Col- 
rifle  Deverefl,  former  Governor  of$* 
Mauritius;  David  Nickerson,  an¬ 
tique  dealer . Page  17 
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ACROSS 

I  One  concealed  by  secretive  type? 
Right  (51. 

4  He's  tucked  into  an  African  fowl 
|b,3). 

9  Hold  up  transport  worker  in  van? 
Just  foe  opposite  (9). 

10  Planet  revolved  rapidly,  we  hear 
(5). 

11  Is  pulling  out  one  border  plant  (5). 

12  Unusually  dapper  in  one  sort  of 
trousers  (9). 

13  How  stupid,  as  one  bridge-player 
doubled  opponent  (7). 

15  Skill  required  to  make  speech  (7). 
IS  Get  from  one  river  to  another, 
coming  back  for  one  more  f7). 

20  One  accepted  by  Constable  as 
likewise  a  great  artist  (7). 

21  A  fabulous  creature  in  vessel  is 
confined  to  small  area  (9). 

23  French  artist's  saintly  patron  (5). 
25  American  humorist  popular  with 
Scottish  company?  15}. 
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For  (he  latest  region  W  region  forecast.  24  horn 
a  day.  dal  0891  500  tallowed  by  the  appropriate 
code 

Graatef  London - - .701 

KenLSuney.Sussex - — . 702 

Dorset  Rants  £  IOW . . . .  ......  703 

Devon  &  Cornua*  - - - 7 04 

Wits.GlaucsAian.Soms _ 705 

Bsri<A.8udc5.0cn  .... .  706 

Beds  Herts  5  Essex..  „.  _ 707 

Nortok.Suf>gilc  Combs  ...  . . 706 

West  Md  &  Sth  Gtam  &  Gwem . 708 

ShropS.Heretds  &  Worcs . . 710 

Central  Mdtands _ _ 711 

East  Mrdands .  712 

Lines  &  Humberside .  ..._ . 713 


Beds  Herts  5  Essex..  „.  _ 707 

Norfo*..SuJtofltCainbs  ...  . . 706 

West  Mb  &  Sth  Glam  &  Govern . 708 

ShropS.Heretds  &  Worcs . . 710 

Central  Mdtands _ _ 711 

East  Mrdands .  712 

Lkvcs  &  Humbereide .  ..._ . 713 

Dyted&Pmws —  .... - -  _  ...  714 

Gwynedd  &  Cfwvd. . 715 

NW  England . 716 

WSSySksiDates..  . . .  . .  „  .  717 

NE  England..- . . . —  718 

Cumbria  &  Lake  District . . 719 

SWScotland .  720 

W  Central  Scotland.  .  _  . .  721 

Erin  S  RteTLctNan  &  Borders  .  ...  —  722 

E  Central  Scotland — .  723 

Grampian  &  £  Highlands  - -  ...  724 

NWSccdand.  — .  .  .  725 

Carthness.OrteieyiSfieaancJ. -  726 

N  Ireland  ._  .......  .  .727 

WesfhercaO  is  charged  at  39p  per  minute 
(cheap  rate)  and  49p  per  rmnule  ai  all  other 
tones 


□  General:  the  cold  weather  will 
continue  for  the  most  part,  although  it 
will  be  sunny  for  much  ol  the  time  in 
many  districts. 

The  east  coast  ot  England,  north  ol 
the  Humber,  could  see  the  odd  snow 
flurry,  white  inland  in  places  freezing 
log  could  persist  all  day. 

More  general  snow  is  lifcety  to  feed 
into  Shetland  in  the  evening,  then  on 
into  northern  Scotland  overnight. 
Further  south,  frost  will  become 
widespread  again  with  some  tog. 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England,  Wates:  Sunny 
intervals,  mainly  dry  Wind  east  light  to 
moderate.  Cold.  Max  2C  (36F). 

□  Midlands,  NW  England,  Lake 
District,  Isle  of  Man,  Central  N 
England,  Borders,  Edinburgh  & 
Dundee,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Central  Highlands,  Argyll,  N  Ire¬ 
land:  freezing  fog  persisting  in 
places,  otherwise  dry  with  sunny 


intervals.  Wind  mainly  east  light  to 
moderate.  Very  cold.  Max  0C  ( 32F J. 

□  E  England,  NE  England, 
Aberdeen:  sunny  intervals,  isolated 
snow  flurries.  Wind  light  and  variable. 
Cold.  Max  1C  |34Fj 

□  Channel  Ides,  SW  England: 

mainfy  sunny.  Wind  east  moderate  to 
fresh.  Max  4C  (39F) 

□  Moray  Firth,  NE  Scotland,  NW 
Scotland,  Orkney:  mainfy  dry  with 
some  sunshine,  ctoud  increasing 
later.  Wind  light  and  variable,  becom¬ 
ing  soutfiwast  moderate  to  fresh  Very 
cold.  MaxOC  (32F). 

□  Shetland:  sunny  intervals,  pro¬ 
longed  snow  showers  later  Wmd 
north  light,  becoming  southwest  mod¬ 
erate  to  fresh.  Max  (36FJ. 

□  Outlook:  staying  cold  across 
much  ol  Britain,  with  rain  or  snow 
pushing  into  the  south  west  later. 


26  A  boy  given  directions  by  head  of 
Latin  staff  19). 

27  Improper  behaviour  during  code- 
breaking?  Odd  (9). 

28  Showing  very  little  change?  Yes,  a 
minute  variation  (5). 

DOWN 

1  Dishonest  player  in  dub.  say? 
Exactly!  (4-5). 

2  A  pullover  as  present  (5). 

3  Attractiveness  of  publication,  new 
version  of  Times  (9). 

4  Big  noise  made  by  exploding 
grenade  (7). 

5  After  Eastern  state,  name  a  state 
in  Midwest  (7). 

6  East  wind  disturbed  the  old  long 
(5). 

7  Difficult  point  about  one  resolu¬ 
tion  (9). 

S  Do  some  jogging,  without  a  stitch, 
around  midnight  (5). 

J4  Two  rivers  in  delta  confusedly 

mingle  together  (9). 

16  like  plane  taking  pair  to  America 
after  start  of  last  month  (9|. 

17  Succeeded  wiih  wit  or  use  of  a 
more  tangible  weapon  {9). 

19  Cheerful  person  making  an  ap¬ 
proach  (7). 

20  Progressive  Christian,  for  exam¬ 
ple  (7). 

21  Artistic  little  beys  set  it  up  (5). 

22  Pessimist,  extremely  crusty  and 
not  altogether  pleasant  (5).  * 

24  Approve  no  medicine  containing 
such  poisonous  stuff  (5). 
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Changes  to  the  chart  below  from  noon:  high  \  will  slowly  decline.  High  G  will 
build  and  move  east  Low  N  will  gradually  fill  and  expand  while  drifting  east.  Low 
S  is  expected  to  move  east  towards  Greece 
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BA  still 
does  the 
business 

CLOSE  ON  the  heels  of  a 
recent  report  showing  that 
British  holidaymakers  get  the 
best  and  the  cheapest  air  fares 
in  Europe  comes  a  survey  by 
American  Express  which  con¬ 
cludes  that  business-class  air 
fares  from  Britain  are  the 
lowest  in  Europe. 

A  trip  of  500  mile:  from 
London  costs  on  average  44p  a 
mile  compared  with  65p  a  mile 
from  Paris  and  775p  a  mile 
from  Geneva,  The  figures 
should  silence  some  of  those 
who  regularly  moan  about  the 
high  price  of  flying  around 
Europe  on  business. 

But  there  are  some  worry¬ 
ing  trends  developing.  While 
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business  air  fares  generally 
have  risen  on  average  by 
about  3  per  cent  during  1905. 
Britain’s  airlines  have  put 
prices  up  by  6  per  cent. 

The  second  cheapest  coun¬ 
try  in  which  to  buy  a  business 
class  ticket  is  Spain,  where  h 
costs  Sip  a  mile  for  an  average 
SJO-mile  journey.  This  is  of 
concern  to  British  Airways, 
which  remains  convinced  that 
Iberia,  the  Spanish  carrier,  is 
only  able  to  compete  because  it 
receives  prohibited  handouts 
from  the  Spanish  Government 
which  die  European  Union 
appears  to  sanction. 

Sir  Colin  Marshall,  who 
still  has  four  days  to  run  as 
BA's  chairman  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive.  was  upset  last  week  to 
hear  that  the  EU  had  given  the 
go-ahead  For  a  £400  million 
cash  injection  for  Iberia.  He 
was  particularly  worried  that 
the  company  had  found  a 
formula  which  enabled  ir  to 
claim  that  it  was  not  receiving 
state  aid. 

But.  despite  so  much  state 
cash  now  propping  up  its 
rivals.  BA  is  still  the  world's 
most  profitable  airline,  even 
when  its  business-class  fores 
are  comparatively  cheap.  So 
relax.  Sir  Colin.  Let  Iberia 
have  its  money.  You  and  the 
new  management  team  can 
still  beat  them. 


Where  you’ll  holiday  in  1996 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

WINTER  holidays,  especially 
to  America,  are  proving  in¬ 
creasingly  popular  despite  a 
big  fail  in  the  number  of 
summer  packages  being  taken 
(see  below},  according  to  Brit¬ 
ain’s  biggest  travel  agency 
chain. 

Between  now  and  the  end  of 
March,  more  than  2.6  million 
people  will  travel  on  package 
holidays  in  search  of  either 
sun  or  snow — an  increase  of  7 
per  cent  on  last  season.  Lunn 
Poly  says  in  its  annual  survey. 

While  sales  for  summer 
package  holidays  are  stuck  in 
die  doldrums,  bookings  for 
this  winter  are  booming. 
America  has  already  grabbed 
a  10  per  cent  share  of  the 
market  compared  with  7  per 
cent  at  the  sametime  last  year. 

Italy  has  seen  the  strongest 
growth  In  ski  bookings,  main¬ 
ly  at  the  expense  of  Austria 
which  has  now  slipped  into 
second  place  behind  France. 
Italy  is  now  a  dose  third  in 
popularity  with  a  20  per  cent 
market-share. 

Cruising  is  also  proving  an 
increasingly  attractive  holiday 
option.  About  350,000  people 
will  have  taken  a  cruise  holi¬ 
day  this  year  compared  with 
283.000  in  1994  and  just 
100,000  ten  years  ago.  Over 
the  next  four  years  the  num¬ 
bers  are  expected  to  double 
again,  convincing  the  big  tour 
operators  such  as  Thomson 
and  Airtours  to  operate  their 
own  cruise  ships.  Bookings 
are  already  well  beyond  their 
expectations. 

The  other  good  news  for  the 
travel  industry  is  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  short  breaks  being 
chosen  by  holidaymakers  who 
appear  no  longer  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  a  traditional  two- 
week  seaside  holiday  in  a 
foreign  resort- 

in  all  2.7  million  people  will 
have  taken  a  short-break  holi¬ 
day  this  year  with  long-haul 
destinations  —  especially  New 
York  —  proving  particularly 
popular. 

Overall,  however,  during 
1995  the  travel  industry  suf¬ 
fered  a  static  year  and  no 
increase  in  sales.  Many  tour 
operators  had  convinced 
themselves  that  the  growth  of 
about  12  per  cent,  to  which 
they  had  become  accustomed 
since  the  end  of  the  Gulf  War, 
would  continue  and  they 
therefore  put  on  additional 
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capacity  which  they  were 
eventually  forced  to  sell  at  a 
discount  The  long  hot  sum¬ 
mer  also  persuaded  many  late 
bookers  not  to  bother  going 
abroad. 

Spain  remained  the  most 
popular  destination,  attract¬ 
ing  42  per  cent  of  the  total 
market  in  package  holidays. 
Turkey,  however,  was  the 
success  story  of  the  year 


leaping  from  sixth  to  third  in 
the  top  ten  list  of  most  popular 
countries. 

Long-haul  holidays  booked 
through  travel  agents  account¬ 
ed  for  10  per  cent  of  all 
bookings,  slightly  up  on  the 
previous  year’s  figures.  The 
upturn  was  largely  due  to 
Florida's  revival  which  attract¬ 
ed  half  the  long-haul 
holidaymakers. 


Skiing  holidays  appear  to  be 
continuing  their  slide,  with 
agents  reporting  a  drop  of 
about  10  per  cent  on  last  year’s 
sales.  Many  skiers  book  late, 
however,  when  they  see  what 
snow  conditions  are  likely  to 
be.  Two  years  ago  Italy  had 
wily  15  per  cent  of  tire  market, 
but  this  has  dramatically 
changed.  Italian  resorts  are 
catching  up  fast  on  those  in  the 


two  most  popular  countries, 
France  and  Austria. 

Although  it  is  too  early  to 
judge  which  destinations  will 
prove  most  popular  for  1996, 
early  indications  show  that 
America  and  Turkey  are  in¬ 
creasing  their  share  of  the 
market  Spain’s  dominance, 
so  far.  appears  to  have  been 
eroded,  possibly  because  of  an 
increase  in  hotel  prices. 
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TRAVEL  AGENTS  and  tour 
operators  across  Britain  are 
anxiously  watching  for  the 
first  signs  of  a  post-Christmas 
surge  in  holiaay  bookings. 
Harvey  Elliott  writes. 

Without  at  least  an  indica¬ 
tion  that  families  are  prepared 
to  commit  themselves  to  a 
holiday  in  the  sun  in  1996.  the 
industry  may  be  forced  to 
accept  that  Britain  has  turned 
its  back  on  the  traditional 
package  holiday. 

So  far  bookings  are  down  by 
at  least  25  per  cent  compared 
with  Christmas  last  year,  and 
even  the  wildest  optimists  are 
convinced  that  the  final  num¬ 
ber  of  package  holidays  taken 
next  year  will  be  at  least  10  per 
cent  fewer  than  this.  The  few 
days  between  Christmas  and 
the  new  year  are  regarded  as 
crucial  in  establishing  a  par¬ 
tem  for  the  future. 

Much  will  depend  on  the 
success  of  a  range  of  new 
measures  designed  to  stimu¬ 
late  early  bookings. 

Thomson,  for  example,  has 
introduced  a  scheme  known 
as  "fluid  pricing",  which  came 
into  effect  yesterday.  This 
turns  on  its  head  the  tradition¬ 
al  idea  of  holidays  coming 
down  in  price  the  nearer  to  the 
departure  date.  Now.  more 
than  a  million  holidays  will  be 
heavily  discounted  immed¬ 
iately  they  go  on  sale  and 
gradually  increase  in  price  if 
demand  grows. 

Charles  New  bold.  Thom¬ 
son’s  managing  director,  said 
that  late  discounts  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  top  up  the  last  few 
seats  on  a  flight  “Over  the 
past  few  years  things  have  got 
out  of  hand.  Unless  we  turn 
the  tide  now,  I  fear  that  within 
a  few  years  there  will  be  no 
early  booking  market  left."  he 
told  travel  agents  in  a  letter. 

Lunn  Poly  is  offering  IQ-per 
cenL  free  insurance  or  a  “buy 
now,  pay  before  you  fly" 
instalment  scheme.  Other  tour 


operators  and  travel  agencies 
are  also  cutting  prices  and 
offering  a  range  of  special 
offers  to  win  early  bookers. 
The  indications  so  far,  how¬ 
ever.  are  not  good. 

In  an  effort  to  convince 
holidaymakers  to  hurry,  agen¬ 
cies  and  operators  say  that 
because  1.5  million  holidays 
have  been  withdrawn  from 
the  market  there  will  inevita¬ 
bly  be  a  shortage. 

“Late  bargains  will  be  hard¬ 
er  to  come  by.”  Jamie  Moffat, 
the  managing  director  of 
A.  T.  Mays,  said.  “We  recom¬ 
mend  holidaymakers  to  book 
now  and  take  advantage  of  the 
discounts  on  offer." 

Kevin  Ivie,  group  marketing 
director  of  First  Choice,  said: 
"The  message  is  always  book 
early  or  you’ll  miss  out  —  but 
for  summer  1996  this  is  more 
the  case  than  ever  before." 

Research  by  Consumer  Sur¬ 
veys  shows  that  the  traditional 
holiday  market  is  on  the 
decline  and  people  arc  losing 
the  inclination  to  lie  on  a 
beach  all  day.  The  company 
says  that  over  the  past  three 
years,  the  number  of  people 
saying  they  plan  to  take  a 
package  holiday  abroad  has 
fallen  by  48  per  cent. 

The  industry  is  maintaining 
a  calm  front  and  predicting 
that  by  the  end  of  the  summer 
the  number  or  package  holi¬ 
days  sold  through  travel 
agents  will  be  about  8.4  mil¬ 
lion  compared  with  QJ  million 
in  1995. 

Significantly,  the  discounts 
now  on  offer  are  generally 
smaller  than  at  the  same  time 
last  year,  reflecting  the  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of  holidays 
on  offer. 

Should  you  wait  in  the  hope 
that  prices  rumble?  Or  should 
you  buy  now  in  the  expecta¬ 
tion  that  the  best  holidays  will 
have  gone  within  the  next  few  , 
weeks?  The  choice,  as  they  say 
on  Blind  Date,  is  yours. 


Travel  the  world  again  on  nine  new  year  travel  pages 
in  Weekend  on  Saturday 

Brian  MacArthur  on  the  up-and-coming  destinations 
for  adventurous  travellers 

Cruising  in  Burgundy,  weekending  in  Nice, 
holidaying  in  Corsica 

Walking  in  Catalonia,  exploring  the  Pyrenees 
Adventure  in  the  Sinai  Desert;  skiing  in  Sweden 


...t.V'sffS}-- 


fly-drive 

holidays  to  l-T*-  .  ^ 
Florida  are 
available  from  next  Thurs- 
day  until  March  17  for  £259 
per  person  for  a  fortnight 
with  Lunn  Poly.  The  special 
offer,  based  on  two  adults 
travelling  together,  includes 
return  flights  from  Gatwick 
to  Miami  and  car  hire  for 
two  weeks.  Details!  0,203 
225888. 

□  SAVINGS  of  £180  per 

person  are  available  on  a 
fortnight’s  holiday  in  Goa, 
departing  on  January"  5  With 
Tropical  Places.  The  new 
price,  including  bed  and 
breakfast  jura  four-star  hotel, 
is  £699.  Details:  01342 
32S123. 

□  FIRST  CHOICE  has  cut 
up  to  £20  off  its  initial 
brochure  price  for  holidays 
to  Greece  next  year  and  there 

are  more  “two  weeks  for  the 
price  of  one”  offers  in  its 
second  edition  brochure.  De¬ 
tails:  01293560777. 


ROUND-THE- 
world  air  tick- 
ets  from  £S72 
are  bang  offered  by  STA 
Travel  for  departures  be¬ 
tween  March  and  June.  The 
itinerary  indudes  flights 
from  London  to  Johannes¬ 
burg.  on  to  Perth  and  Syd¬ 
ney.  land  travel  to  Cairns 
and  flights,  which  must  be 
taken  before  June  15,  to 
Pacific  destinations  and 
back  to  London.  Details: 
0171-361  6262. 

Q  EASYJET  plans  to  start  ■ 
Luton-Aberdeen  flights  early 
next  month  at  cost-cutting 
prices  similar  to  the  £29  one¬ 
way  fores  it  already  offers 
between  Luton  and  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  Glasgow.  De¬ 
tails:  01582  445566. 

□  FLIGHTS  to  Malaysia  on 
the  national  airline  will  be 
avaflable  at  a  cut-price  £485 


GET  ROOM 
service  from 
the  kitchens  of 
Le  Gavrodie,  one  of 
London’s  most  prestigious 
restaurants,  when  staying  in 
the  residential  suites  at  47 
Park  Street.  The  hotel,  locat¬ 
ed  above  the  restaurant  in 
the  heart  of  Mayfair,  is 
offering  a  spedaJ  rate  until 
January  7  of  a  one-bedroom 
suite  for  E170  plus  VAT. 
compared  with  the  normal 
rate  of  £255  plus  VAT.  De¬ 
tails:  0171-491  7282.  * 

□  THE  Lodge  at  Vail.  Colo¬ 
rado.  which  claims  to  be  the 
only  hotel  within  walking 
distance  of  the  resort’s  ski 
slopes,  is  offering  rates  up  to 
40  per  cent  off  for  guests  who 
stay  more  than  four  nights 
between  January  13  and  31. 
The  promotional  room  rales 
start  at  £145  per  room  per 
night  and  indude  breakfast. 
Details:  001970  476  5011. 

□  CHEWTON  Glen  at  New 
Milton,  in  Hampshire,  is 


— □  TEN  ER1FE, 
popular  with 
British  visitors 

for  Christmas  . this  year,  is 

available  ar  targain  paces 
for  M  nights 

tions  Holidays.  DfParture 
a*  from  Gatwrck  and 
Manchester  on  January  U 
Costs  of  £239  and 
respectively  include  self-o- 
tering  accommodation.  Ue- 
S- 01293  822244. 

□  ORLANDO  for  a  fort¬ 
night  on  a  room-only  basts 
alts  from  £349  per .  person 
on  flights  from  Birmingham 
and  Manchester  on  January 
5  with  Unijet  Travel.  Details: 
01444459000. 

□  BOOK  your  main  sum¬ 
mer  holiday  before  January 
31  with  Advantage  Travel 
Centres,  the  largest  group  of 
independent  travel  agents, 
and  you  will  be  offered  a  free 
short  break,  including  stays 
in  Paris  or  Brussels  via 
Eurostar.  Details:  0800 
600900. 


return  from 
Travel  Ware¬ 
house  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  Details:  017W14  8808. 

□  BRITISH  Airways  has 
introduced  a  lower  Tel  Ayrv 
business-class  fore  of  £723 
for  those  staying  away  for 
two  days  or  more,  a  saving  of 
£201.  Details:  OI81-S97  4000. 

□  AIR  FRANCE  has  extend¬ 
ed  its  offer  of  free  parking  at 
London  City  Airport  for  pas¬ 
sengers  flying  to  Paris.  De¬ 
tail*  0181-742  6600. 

□  GULF  Air’s  telephone 
check-in  service  is  up  and 
running  at  Heathrow  for 
first  ana  business-dass  trav- 
eDers  to  Bahrain  and  be¬ 
yond.  If  they  call  three  hours 
before  departure,  they  need 
only  report  at  the  airport  40 
minutes  before  the  flight. 
Check-in  no:  0181-759  4719. 


offering  rooms 
at  £129  a  night, 
instead  of  £185, 
in  January.  The  price  in¬ 
cludes  a  continental  break¬ 
fast  and  use  of  the  health 
dub  and  golf  course.  Details: 
01425  275341. 

□  THE  Classic  rooms  are 
available  at  £99  a  night  at 
Glen  eagles  in  Tayside  from 
January  4  to  31.  Reductions 
on  four-poster  bedrooms 
and  suites  are  also  available. 
Guests  travelling  to  the  hotel 
from  within  Scotland  qualify 
for  free  rail  travel.  Details: 
01764  6662231. 

□  THE  Chelsea  Hotel  in 
Knights  bridge  is  offering  a 
spedal  rate  of  £79  per  person 
per  night,  including  VAT. 
until  February  12,  based  on 
two  people  sharing  a  double 
room.  The  price  includes  a 
glass  of  champagne  on  arriv¬ 
al  and  English  breakfast 
The  hotel  is  also  undergoing 
a  £10  million  renovation. 
Details:  0171-235  4377. 
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Company  pensions  ‘rising  by  3%’ 


By  Philip  Bassctt 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

INCREASES  in  company  pension 
benefits  averaged  just  over  3  per  cent 
this  year,  according  to  reseantfi  find¬ 
ings  published  today.  The  study  comes 
ahead  of  the  application  of  limited 
price  indexation  safeguards  being 
applied  to  pensions. 

While  company  pension  schemes  are 
currently  not  obliged  to  increase  pen¬ 
sions  to  compensate  for  the  effects  of 
inflation  —  the  new  part-indexation 
under  the  1095  Pension  Act  will  start  to 


apply  from  April  1997  —  the  analysis 
by  Incomes  Data  Services  (rDSJ.  the 
pay  research  company,  shows  that  the 
great  majority  of  company  pension 
schemes  guarantee  at  least  some 
increase. 

IDS  says  that  while  almost  no 
schemes  outside  the  public  sector 
offered  hill  inflation-proofing  to  pen¬ 
sions,  most  company  schemes  provid¬ 
ed  for  inflation-matching  up  to  a 
particular  level  —  usually  5  per  cent 

On  individual  schemes,  the  study 
says  that  at  the  top  of  the  scale  Glaxo’s 
pension  scheme  guarantees  to  match 


inflation  at  up  to  12  per  cent  a  year, 
while  Shell's  and  Peugeot  Talbot's 
promise  protection  against  an  infla¬ 
tion  rate  of  7  per  cent 

Some  schemes  guarantee  a  fixed  rise 
regardless  of  inflation,  with  Allied 
Domecq,  Calor Gas,  Grand  Metropoli¬ 
tan,  Legal  &  General.  RHM  and 
Scottish  Equitable  all  guaranteeing 
increases  of  3  per  cent. 

This  year,  the  analysts  of  increases 
awarded  to  more  than  13  million 
pensioners  receiving  benefits  from  a 
sample  of  largely  blue  chip  companies, 
ranging  from  Abbey  National  to 


VauxhalJ,  shows  an  average  increase 
of  3.1  per  cent  The  sample  range 
covered  rises  of  zero  to  5  per  cent 

According  to  the  study,  the  highest 
pension  rises  this  year  were  5  per  dent 
for  pensioners  in  the  schemes  run  by 
Ernst  &  Young,  and  JW  Spear.  Two 
other  schemes,  at  John  Lewis  arid 
Rover,  also  awarded  rises  of  more  than 
4  percent  to  their  pensioners. 

Some  schemes  guaranteed  special 
additional  rises  to  targeted  groups  of 
older  pensioners.  !C1,  for  example, 
awarded  from  November  an  extra  13 
per  cent  to  pre-1974  pensioners. 


Government 
forecast  for 
growth  ‘too 
optimistic’ 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


CITY  and  independent  fore¬ 
casters  are  unanimous  in  dis¬ 
puting  the  Government's 
Budget  forecasts  for  growth 
and  consumer  spending  next 
year,  according  to  a  compari¬ 
son  of  predictions  complied  by 
rheTreasuiy. 

The  Government  is  forecast¬ 
ing  3  per  cent  growth  in  gross 
domestic  product  next  year, 
powered  by  a  33  per  cent  rise 
in  consumer  spending.  But  an 
average  of  43  outside  forecasts 
predicts  growth  of  2.4  per  cent 
and  consumer  spending  of  no 
more  than  2.7  per  cent  In  the 
case  of  consumer  spending, 
not  a  single  outside  forecast 
matches  the  optimism  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  future  path  of  consumer 
spending  is  at  the  core  of  the 
current  economic  debate 
because  it  is  the  component  of 
economic  growth  thast  the 
Treasury  is  relying  on  most  to 
deliver  its  growth  forecast. 
Discussion  ~  of  consumer 
spending  was  heightened  by 
news  in  the  week  before 
Christmas  that  the  savings 
ratio  had  fallen  sharply  in  the 
third  quarter  to  8.6  per  cent 
form  9.3  per  cent,  reaching  its 
lowest  level  since  the  third 
quarter  of  1990. 

Some  analysts  attributed 
this  partly  to  the  El-8  billion 
bonus  paid  to  customers  of  the 
Cheltenham  &  Gloucester 
Building  Society  when  it  was 
taken  over  by  Lloyd’s.  This 
bonus  is  not  included  statisti¬ 
cally  in  total  personal  dispos¬ 
able  income,  which  rose  by  0.2 
per  cent  in  the  third  quarter, 
but  could  have  helped  account 
for  a  robust  rise  of  1  per  cent  in 
consumer  spending. 

The  prospect  of  more  bank 
and  building  society  merger 
bonuses  being  paid  out  next 
year  —  as  well  as  the  £50 
electricity  rebate  from  the  sale 
of  the  National  Grid  —  is  one 
reason  for  the  Treasury’s  opti- 
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rrusm  on  consumer  spending. 
Another  is  its  assumption  that 
incomes  will  rise. 

Douglas  McWilliams,  chief 
executive  of  the  Centre  for 
Economics  and  Business  Re¬ 
search,  agrees  broadly  with 
this  prognosis  although  he  is 
still  less  optimistic  than  the 
Treasury,  with  a  forecast  of  3 
per  cent  growth  in  consumer 
spending  next  year. 

He  said  that  bonuses,  the 
electricity  rebate  and  cuts  in 
taxation  and  interest  rates  will 
combine  to  produce  an  unusu¬ 
ally  large  surge  in  real  dispos¬ 
able  income.  He  added  that 
once  proper  adjustment  is 
made  for  the  cash  payments, 
income  will  rise  next  year  by  a 
larger  amount  than  in  any 
year  since  1989. 

However,  there  are  counter¬ 
arguments  being  voiced  in  the 
City.  Don  Smith,  of  HSBC 
Markets,  said  there  is  a  dan¬ 
ger  that  the  pain  being  experi¬ 
enced  by  British  companies 
has  yet  to  be  passed  on  to  the 
personal  sector  in  the  form  of 
lower  earnings  or  job 
insecurity. 

National  Accounts  for  the 
third  quarter  showed  the  fi¬ 
nancial  surplus  of  industrial 
and  commercial  companies 
had  (alien  to  £2.45  billion,  the 
lowest  for  two  years.  Profits 
were  2-2  per  cent  down  on  the 
second  quarter  and  5.3  per 
cent  lower  than  a  year  ago. 

Mr  Smith  said  it  is  difficult 
to  predict  how  British  com¬ 
panies  will  respond  to  the 
pressure  of  slow  growth.  But 
he  pointed  our  that  the  flexible 
labour  market  means  that 
employment  is  extremely  vul¬ 
nerable  to  the  economic  down¬ 
turn.  He  said  that  it  would  not 
take  much  to  push  employ¬ 
ment  growth  back  into  nega¬ 
tive  territory  and  that  this 
would  have  a  significant 
knock-on  effect  on  the 
consumer. 
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Bank  loans  and  Jubilee  line  commitments  remain  under  new  Canary  Wharf  deal 

Canary  sale  completed 


LENDERS  to  the  Canary 
Wharf  Group  yesterday  com¬ 
pleted  the  sale  of  the  landmark 
development  in  London's 
Docklands  to  the  Internation¬ 
al  Property  Corporation  (1PQ 
consortium. 

Under  the  agreement  the 
European  Investment  Bank 
will  maintain  its  loans  to  the 
Canary  Wharf  development. 
IFC  will  assume  the  £300 


By  Martin  Barrow 

million  commitment  to 
London  Regional  Transport 
for  completion  of  the  Jubilee 
Line  extension  to  the  London 
Underground  network. 

The  Canary  Wharf  bank 
lenders  announced  the  sale  of 
the  development  for  E600  mil¬ 
lion  in  October  when  (PC 
began  the  process  of  due 
diligence. 

I  PC's  partners  include  Rjul 


Reichmann,  the  original  de¬ 
veloper  of  Canary  Wharf, 
Prince  al-Waleed  bin  TalaJ  of 
Saudi  Arabia,  a  nephew  of 
King  Fahd.  and  Michael 
Price,  the  US  fund  manager. 

The  banks,  which  took  con¬ 
trol  of  the  huge  development 
in  1992  after  it  went  into 
administration,  will  recover 
about  95p  in  the  pound  of  the 
debts  that  they  are  owed. 


Housing 
hopefuls 
shot  down 
by  Labour 

By  Caroline  Merrell 


THE  Nationwide  Building  So¬ 
ciety  wjfl  today  announce  it 
expats  house  prices  to  in¬ 
crease  by  3  per  cent  next  year. 
Its  prediction  echoes  that  of 
the  Halifax,  the  UK's  biggest 
building  society,  which  said  it 
expected  a  more  modest  2  per 
cent  increase  next  year. 

However,  both  estimates 
have  drawn  the  fire  of  the 
Labour  Party,  which  says 
there  will  be  no  recovery  in 
house  prices  in  1996. 

Nick  Raynsford,  Shadow 
Housing  Minister,  said:  “The 
independent  Organisation  for 
Economic  Development  and 
Cooperation  (OECD)  has  al¬ 
ready  said  the  Government’s 
predictions  for  the  economy  in 
1996  are  far  too  optimistic. 
With  economic  growth  falter¬ 
ing  —  and  predicted  to  be 
below  the  OECD  average  — 
current  hopes  of  recovery  in 
the  housing  market  in  1996 
may  prove  as  elusive  as  the 
forecast  return  of  the  ’feel¬ 
good’  factor." 

He  added:  "Those  who  are 
predicting  any  kind  of  recov¬ 
ery  are  doing  so  on  very  flimsy 
evidence."  He  said  the  num¬ 
ber  of  households,  according 
to  figures  from  UBS  Global 
Research,  with  negative  equity 
(with  loans  greater  than  the 
value  of  their  houses)  in¬ 
creased  from  1 2  million  to 
more  than  1.4  million  in  the 
last  quarter  of  this  year.  This 
figure  is  about  400.000  higher 
than  the  Bank  of  England!; 
estimate,  which  is  more  com¬ 
monly  used  by  analysts. 

The  high  number  of  house¬ 
holds  with  negative  equity  is 
believed  to  be  one  of  the  main 
factors  holding  back  house 
price  recovery. 

The  building  societies  do  not 
have  a  sparkling  track  record 
on  guessing  the  trend  of  house 
prices.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  both  the  Halifax  and  the 
Nationwide  were  confidently 
estimating  that  prices  would 
rise  by  2  per  cent  in  1995.  In 
fact  they  fell  2  per  cent 

They  claim  their  estimates 
will  be  more  accurate  for  1996 
because  house  prices  tend  to  be 
linked  with  earnings.  The 
package  of  tax  cuts  delivered  by 
the  Government  in  this  year's 
Budget  will  increase  income, 
and  so  house  prices  should  rise 
accordingly.  They  also  say 
interest  rates  could  fell  again. 
Gary  Marsh.  Halifax  econo¬ 
mist,  said:  “At  the  beginning  of 
this  year  there  was  a  feeling 
interest  rates  would  rise.  This 
has  not  happened  and  we 
believe  interest  rates  could 
come  down  further." 

He  and  other  economists 
said  they  had  misread  the 
market  last  year  because  they 
had  underestimated  the  effect 
of  changes  in  social  security, 
which  cut  the  amount  of  state 
help  given  to  homeowners 
claiming  income  support 


Pennington,  page  23 


Insurers  escape  in 
year  of  disasters 

TOE  cost  of  damage  causedby  S 
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about  $100  billion  worth  of damage 

almost  600  disasters  in  ^  compared 

FI  nod  ^  in  Germany,  tropical  storms  in  the  Canbbean.  me 

United  States  and  1st  Asia,  along  with  vanous^rthqua^ 

hailstorms,  floods  and  volramc  empnons  throughout  toe 

world,  cost  further  billions  of  dollars. 

will  enter  the  books  as  a  record  year  m  the  history  of  natural 

disasters." 

US  confidence  dips 

CONSUMER  confidence  in  America  fell  in  December  as  the 
holiday  season  failed  to  brighten  Amencans’outlixJ* -on :  the 
economy,  the  Conference  Board  reported  yesterday.  Theglohal 
research  and  business  group  said  its  US  consumer  confidejKfi 
index  fell  to  98.7  from  a  revised  101.6  reading  in  November-  ™- 
widely  watched  expectations  component  of  the  mdex  feu  to 
from  a  revised  923  last  month.  The  present  situation  compon¬ 
ent  slid  to  109.2  from  a  revised  1153  last  time.  Overt L  the 
consumer  confidence  index  has  hovered  around  the  100  mark 
throughout  the  year."  said  Edgar  Fiedler,  vice-president. 

Crash  killed  Siebe  man 

BRIAN  McMAHON,  the  divisional  president  and  chief 
operating  officer  of  Siebe  Diversified  Products,  was  among 
the  160  people  killed  in  the  crash  of  an  American  Airlines 
Boeing  757  in  Colombia  on  December  20,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday.  Mr  McMahon,  who  started  working  for  Siebe  in 
1993.  was  travelling  to  join  his  family  for  Christmas,  the 
company  said.  “During  fu's  time  with  Siebe,  Brian  made  an 
enormous  contribution  to  the  success  of  the  companies 
under  his  control,"  said  Allen  Yurko.  the  managing  director 
of  the  Siebe  group. 

Pensions  change  urged 

THE  National  Association  of  Pension  Funds  (NAPF)  has 
called  for  a  fairer  division  of  pensions  on  marriage  break-up. 
David  Morgan.  NAPF  viceihairman.  has  written  to  Lord 
Mackay  of  Clashfem,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  urging  him  to 
amend  the  Family  Law  Bill.  Mr  Morgan  said:  "We  need  a 
scheme  which  will  give  divorcees  the  retirement  income 
when  they  need  it.  not  when  their  former  partners  need, 
theirs.  The  Court  should  be  given  wider  powers  so  that  they 
can  direct  that  part  of  the  pension  should  be  used  to  buy  a 
pension  for  the  ex-wife,  or  ex-husband  where  appropriate." 

Mark  hits  Mercedes 

MERCEDES-BENZ,  the  German  luxury  car  maker,  expects 
1995  group  sales  to  total  about  DM72  billion,  compared  with 
DM70.7  billion  the  previous  year.  The  subsidiary  of  Daimler 
Benz  said  the  strong  mark  would  burden  1995  results  by  more 
than  DMI  billion,  although  profits  are  expected  to  rise  from 
the  previous  year’s  DM1.85  billion.  The  company  said 
problems  caused  by  the  stronger  mark  were  largely  offset  by 
internal  measures.  Mercedes's  1995  car  deliveries  total 
580.000,  compared  with  392356  last  year,  with  truck 
deliveries  of  more  than  320,000  (290354). 

Pemberstone  buys  flats 

PEMBERSTONE,  the  specialist  investment  and  property 
management  group,  has  made  its  first  acquisition  since  its 
shares  were  floated  on  the  stock  market  in  September.  It  is 
paying  a  total  of  £11.7  million  for  First  Roman  Property  Trust, 
Second  Roman  Property  Trust  and  Third  Roman  Property 
Trust  The  companies  own  303  flats  let  predominantly  on 
assured  tenancy  for  sheltered  housing,  mainly  in  northwest 
England  and  north  Wales,  and  earned  £371,000  before  tax  in 
the  half-year  ro  September  30.  New  Pemberstone  shares  will 
be  issued  at  66p. 


Delay  for  China-jet  bidders  I  Tokyo  shares  pass  20,000 


By  RossTieman,  industrial  correspondent 


A  DECISION  on  the  hard- 
fought  battle  by  western  aero¬ 
space  companies  to  partner 
China  and  Korea  in  building  a 
new  100-seat  jet  has  been 
postponed  until  March. 

Although  executives  at  the 
rival  bidders,  including  Brit¬ 
ish  Aerospace,  had  been  ex¬ 
pecting  to  see  a  shortlist  before 
the  year-end,  a  spokesman  for 
China  Aviation  Industries  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  there 
would  be  a  three-month  delay. 

The  deferral  will  heighten 
the  difficulties  of  Daimler- 
Benz  Aerospace  as  it  struggles 


to  chart  a  future  for  Fokker,  its 
troubled  jet  subsidiary.  Daim¬ 
ler  had  hoped  that  victory 
would  enable  a  production 
line  to  be  set  up  at  Fokker, 
while  a  second  production 
centre  in  Asia  would  build 
identical  aircraft 
But  AIR,  the  joint  regional 
aircraft  marketing  company 
formed  by  British  Aerospace, 
Aerospatiale  of  France  and 
Alenia  of  Italy  countered  with 
an  offer  to  assemble  all  the 
aircraft  in  the  Far  East.  Both 
Boeing  and  McDonnell  Doug¬ 
las  of  America  are  also  com¬ 


peting  to  partner  China 
Aviation  and  its  collaborator, 
Korean  Commercial  Aircraft 
Development  Consortium. 

The  outcome  of  the  contest 
will  determine  how  the  re¬ 
structuring  of  Europe's  re¬ 
gional  aircraft  industry  is 
completed.  If  one  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  bidders  wins,  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
merged  European  industry.  If 
Boeing  is  successful,  AIR 
plans  to  develop  a  rival  air¬ 
craft  In  that  event  Daimler  is 
expected  to  throw  in  its  lot 
with  AIR. 


SHARE  prices  in  Tokyo 
breached  the  20.000  barrier, 
rising  to  their  highest  level  in 
14  months.  The  Nikkei  stock 
average  of  225  select  issues 
rose  107.04  points,  or  03  per 
cent  to  end  the  session  at 
20.011.76,  the  first  close  above 
the  psychologically  important 
20,000  line  since  October  13 
last  year. 

"It's  significant  that  the  key 
barometer  rose  past  the  psy¬ 
chological  resistance  point" 
said  Yasuo  Ueki.  of  Nikko 
Securities  Co.  After  what  he 
described  as  "a  severe  vear". 


LEGAL  &  PUBLIC  NOTICES 


0171-782  7344 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


THE  INSOLVENCY  ACT  1900 
a  MAYER  PIC 

REGISTERED  NUMBER: 

24.7036B 

NOTICE  TO  CREDITORS 
Nonce  b>  twraby  Mvtn  Bunoui 

10  Section  Mil  of  I  Sc  Insolvency 
Art  IBS*  Out  a  meeting  at  tne 
unsecured  cnAUH  of  &  Maya’s 
PIG  win  be  held  M  lO.OOun  on 

11  January  1996  at  Price 
Waterhouse.  Abbey  Houw.  74 
Moaley  Street.  Monchettrr.  M2 
JDf  for  {hr  tupcm  noromnl 
in  Section  *B  and  49  of  the  aud 
Art. 

Ctvanar*  whum  to  voce  at  mm  , 
meeting  must  wo  vide  details  hi 
writing  of  toe  deM  claimed  to  be 
due  mam  too  company  M  ICPow.  i 
ell  at  Price  woierhoute.  Verb 
House.  York  Street.  MaiuSheeter. 
M9  4W&  by  no  later  man  tzoa  | 
noon  on  10  January  1996 
together  with  any  proxy  which 
the  creditor  intends  to  M  used  on  I 
Ms  behalf  M  me  meeting.  Any  . 
chums  dots'  lodged  wtu  be  admit 
ted  to  vole  subject  to  Uic  provl- 
ton  of  Rule  lit  at  too 
iMdmU)’  Hill*  198ft. 

A  form  of  Proxy  and  a  ow  of 
the  reertverv  report  can  bo 
obtained  diw  at  charge;  from  tC 
Rowell  at  Price  Waterhouse. 
York  Hmbo.  York  Street.  Man. 
Chester.  M2  4WS. 

Creditors  whose  claims  aw 
wholly  secured  are  not  enttued  to 
attend  or  to  be  represent rd  tt  toe 
meeting 

Creditors  should  nolo  Dial  the 
meeting  u  not  for  the  purpose  at 
appointing  a  IMUMUtor  to  me 
eompjny. 

Doled  Bits  20th  day  of  December 
!99f>. 

f  C  Rawrfl.  Jotol  lUMnMnuhe 
Receiver 


H-C  HOLDINGS  LIMITED 
W  ADMINISTRATIVE 

RECEIVERSHIP] 
FORMERLY  KNOWN  AS 
KAWSOtV^ARNER  LIMITED 
NOTICE  IS  HERESY  OVEN. 


pursuant  to  Section  4809  Of  toe 
toootveney  Art  1480  toot  •  meet¬ 
ing  at  Uw  unsecured  creditors  of 
tor  above-named  company  Win 
bo  held  at  oto  Floor,  a  Afehngr 
House,  2  Fore  Street.  London 
EC2Y  SDH  at  lCL3Cnm  on  SUl 
Janmry  1996  for  too  purposes  or 
having  LaM  before  U  a  copy  of  the 
report  prepared  by  the  aamtnta- 
treOve  receiver!  under  toe  sold 
Art.  The  meeting  nuv.  If  It  Winks 
m.  csuUMtsh  a  creditors  cammu- 
icc  lo  wettto  toe  function,  con¬ 
ferred  on  creditors'  emutmue** 
by  or  under  toe  act 


Creditors  wishing  lo  vote  at  the 
meeting  must  lodn  with  me  at 
an  Floor.  St  AlNuge  House.  Z 
Fore  street  London  EtSY  BM 
no  taw  than  ia  noon  on  am  jan- 
oary  iwe  details  of  tho  debts 
they  ctotm  to  be  due  lo  them  by 
toe  company,  together  wun  any 

Piwcy  which  Utc  creditor  intends 
to  be  mod  oPi  nt*  bcftalf  ai  the 
meeting. 


Idth  December  1996 
Lacttsiav  Homan 
joint  AdMitKtiairve  Receiver 
Note:  Creditors  whose  claims  are 
wholly  secured  are  not  entitled  to 
attend  aria  ae  represented  at  the 
meeting. 


HAMPSHIRE  PARTITIONING 
SERVICES  LIMITED  tBV  ADMIN- 
KTRATTVE  RECEIVERSHIP  I 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  OVEN 
true  a  meeting  of  me  creditors  or 
Iha  above  company-  In  accor¬ 
dance  with  toe  pruvtstoni  of  Sec¬ 
tion  9ft  at  me  Inoficaiy  Art 
1986.  wit)  bo  held  at  the  Quay.  3D 
Channel  Way.  Ocua  vnug*. 
Southampton.  Hampshire.  SOM 
SQO  an  23  January  1996  at 
>0.30  ain.  The  purposes  of  the 
meeting  an  to  recurve  a  sCPMHMnt 
ot  affairs  ana  a  report  on  toe  can- 
Mny  from  «  director  and  If  the 
creditors  wtu,  lo  do  so.  to  nood- 
note  a  turnkUw  and  as  poem  a 

UqUKUtloo  Committee. 


David  John  Btnrnm  of  Price 
WaterhouuL  Tne  Quay .  30  Chan¬ 
nel  Way.  Ocoan  Village,  South 
amnion,  Hampshire.  SOtd  300 
win  provide  a  creditor  tree  at 
charge  with  tmonuaMon  concom- 
Ihg  the  company's  affairs  mat 
they  may  reasonably  reenure 
Promc*  for  i»  at  the  meeting 
must  be  returned  to  The  Quay.  30 
Channel  Way.  Otm  vuuro*. 
Southampton.  Mampshim  SOI  a 

3QG  by  19  January  1996  at  IS 
nm  and  claims  mud  be  mane  In 
writing  and  may  oe  made  to  Ox 
some  address. 


By  order  ot  the  board 

Mr  S  Doos.  Dtrecotr 

tJnted  21/12/96 

Note;  Any  creditor  who  has  not 

rrcJeved  non  re  of  (ha  meetfitg 
and  Who  wt««  to  attend  or  be' 
1-BWrMented  at  It  should  ring' 
Ol  703  3MOT7  hr  obtain  tor  nec¬ 
essary  forms. 


No.  199b  -  N  -  OOSd 
IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  Of 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY  DIVISION 
MANCHESTER  DISTRICT 

REGISTRY 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  NORWEST 
HOLST  CONSTRLCTION 

LIMITED 
-  and  ■ 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  COM¬ 
PANIES  ACT  1986 
NonCC  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN 
mat  UK-  Order  of  the  Hum  Court 
of  JurtK*  (Chancery  Dhblonl 
doted  the  191b  December  1996 
confirming  tho  reduction  of  toe 
capital  ot  toe  above-named  Cora- 
I  party  Iran,  £47jOOOOOO  to 
-  EBB9S1S  and  the  Mlmae 
approved  By  the  Court  showing 
I  wun  rtsncel  hr  the  capital  at  toe 
i  Company  as  attend  toe  several 
parucutan  required  by  the  above- 
mentioned  Art  were  registered  by 

tne  Rcgwrar  or  Qompantn  on  the 
;  21M  December  1996. 

Datnj  tots  SMst  day  of  December 
1996 

i  amoo  Wnttmaon  of  1 1  St  James's 
SOttWT.  Manchester  M2  6DR 
(Ref.  AH/JM/ OAJKM .T761  Soda 
I  tors  for  too  Bbovo-named 
Company 

,  NO.  006637  Of  199S 
IN  THE  HH3H  COURT 
OF  JUSTICE 
CHANCERY  DIVISION 
!  IN  THE  MATTER  Of  PROTEAN 
Me  AND  IN  THE  MATTER  OF 
THE  COMPANIES  ACT 
IMS 

NOTICE  R  HEREBY  GIVEN 
that  toe  Order  of  toe  High  Court 
of  Justice  fOwraW  OiWMoni 
dated  Stt,  day  of  December  1996 
rorllnwno  the  reduoton  Of  the 
Sture  Premium  Account  of  the 
above  named  Company  from 
tStlOIJJH  to  E&81T.364  uibb 
registered  toe  Rcgtflrar  of 
Companies  on  the  1 1th  day  of 

December  15» 

McKenna  &  Co  of  mktc  House. 
ICO  Aide  regale  Street. 

London  TCI  A  40 D 

souenon  for  Protean  ate 


PUBLIC  NOTICES 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 
1773  ■  Public  Nonce  for  an  matt- 
cation  to  amend  the  Objects  of  the 
Royal  Grammar  School  Worm 
ler  School  Chanty  i  Reentered 
No  5S7BZT1 

An  application  has  been  made 
by  the  Governors  of  toe  Royal 
Grammar  School  Worcester  lo 
the  Secretary  of  stain  for  tunica 
Don  and  Employment  ter  an 
order  under  Section  7a  ol  the  Sec 
□tscTttnmaUan  Art  1979  to 
omond  the  Obtarts  of  the  School 
Charity  lo  Include  toe  education 
of  girts  us  to  and  UKtumna  me 
aurora  only.  A  copy  of  the  draft 
order  and  the  scheme  containing 
me  Qatects  of  the  School  esurttir 
may  Dr  Impacted  ot  the  Royal 

Grammar  School  womstrr. 

Any  osteon  wtsidng  to  make 
representations  id  toe  Get  i  scary 
at  State  reoarOtna  the  proposed 
order  im  do  so  by  sending  them 
to  the  Legal  Branch.  Deportment 

for  Education  end  EmptoyinenL 
Onton  Maude.  TethUI  Strew. 
London.  SWIH  9NF  within  one 
month  of  the  dots  of  Bits  MrtKe. 
Notice  doled  28  pwember  199B 

LEGAL  PUBLIC  COMPANY 
ft  PARLIAMENTARY 
NOTICES 


TO  PLACE  MTTKXS  POR 
THB  SECTION 


0171-782  7344 
FAX:  fll  71-782  7827 

Mooted  arc  *Af*ef  to 
canBnaaaaa  and  Aoiaa  be 
FTaMtaUSphtusdaH 


By  Our  City  Staff 

Masayoshi  Takemura.  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Minister,  commented: 
“I  will  be  happy  lo  greet  a  new 
year  if  stock  and  currency 
markets  reach  year-before 
levels." 

At  the  end  of  19*34,  the 
Nikkei  index  was  hovering  ar 
about  20.000  points,  while  the 
dollar  was  slightly  below  100 
yen,  compared  with  the 
present  level  of  about  102.50 
yen.  Mr  Takemura  said  that 
the  yen  was  still  easing  from 
highs  of  about  SO  yen  to  the 
dollar  early  this  year. 

Industrial  production  in  Ja¬ 


pan  increased  1.3  per  cent 
from  the  previous  month,  the 
Ministry  of  International 
Trade  and  Industry  (MtTI) 
reported  yesterday. 

The  preliminary  outcome 
for  November  was  better  than 
MITFs  earlier  forecast  of  a  0.1 
per  cent  decline  in  the  month. 
The  ministry  forecast  that 
industrial  output  in  December 
would  rise  03  per  cent  from 
November,  and  would  in¬ 
crease  a  further  0.5  per  cent  in 
January. 

Tempus,  page  24 


PA  to  pay  out  £19 m 


A  S  LX- YEAR  wrangle  with 
the  taxman  has  ended  bn  a  £19 
million  payout  to  sharehold¬ 
ers  in  the  Press  Association, 
the  national  news  agency. 
The  special  dividend  comes 

1^  t^OUfllST  ^  1 
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Hates  for  smafl  tfemmiineBan  Dank  noles 
only  m  suppled  by  BwSays  Bank  pte. 
Wflarart  rales  eppfy  »  mweBem' 
cheques.  Rotes  «  al  close  cri  trading 
yratetday. 


after  protracted  talks  with  the 
inland  Revenue  over  how 
much  tax  was  due  on  the  PA's 
former  41  per  cent  stake  in 
Reuters,  the  financial  infor¬ 
mation  and  news  agency. 

•  PA's  46  shareholders,  mainly 
national  and  regional  news¬ 
paper  groups,  have  received  a 
total  of  £500  million  already  for 
the  bolding  in  Reuters,  which 
was  floated  in  1984.  A  £20 
million  provision  was  made  by 
PA  te  settle  a  possible  capital 
gains  tax  bill  on  the  shares. 

Since  1980.  when  the  second 
batch  of  Reuters  shares  was 
sold,  the  agency  has  been  in 
talks  with  (he  Revenue  over 
the  lax  liability.  The  issue  was 
the  presumed  value  of  each 
Reuters  share  in  March  1982. 
but  before  the  shares  were 
traded  on  the  stock  market 

A  compromise  had  (o  be 
reached  by  the  end  of  this 
month  to  make  the  most  of  the 
taxation  rules  and  a  deal  was 
struck  on  December  14. 

Letters  were  sent  before 
Christmas  to  PA’s  sharehold¬ 
ers,  telling  them  that  more 
than  90  per  cent  of  the  tax 
provision,  amounting  to  £19 
million,  could  be  released. 


YOUR  CHANCE  TO 
BECOME  AN  INSTANT 
MILLIONAIRE 


-•‘WL 
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10,000  Lottery 
tickets  to  be  won 

It  is  a  roll-over  this  week,  so  first  prize  in  the  Lottery  could  be 
as  much  as  £23  million.  Now  you  can  enter  our  exclusive 
competition  for  an  even  belter  chance  of  being  the  lucky 
winner.  The  Times  has  entered  10.000  tickets  in  Saturday's 
draw  and  the  prizes  will  be  allocated  tike  this: 

One  first  prize  of  5.000  El  tickets 
Five  runneis-up  prizes  of  1,000  £1  tickets 
The  Times  will  hold  the  randomly  generated  numbers  on 
computer  which  will  work  uui  if  any  are  winners.  If  they  are, 
the  readers  who  won  Times  tickeis  will  be  contacted 
immediaidy.  The  lottery  cumpelitinnvuns  all  week  and  every 
day  we  will  publish  a  different  question.  Today’s  question  is: 

Who  mode  an  unexpected  appearance  on  Christmas  Day? 
a)  Frank  Sough  b)  Frank  Bruno  cl  Frank  Butcher 

Phone  your  answer  on  the  number  below,  open  24  hours  a 
day  and  until  3pm  on  Saturday.  All  correct  answers  io  all 
five  days'  questions  will  go  into  the  draw  ami  winners  will  be 
randomly  selected.  Normal  Times  Newspapers  rules  apply. 


PHONE  YOUR  ANSWER  ON;  0891.40  50  49 


Calls  cost  39p  per  minute  cheap  rale  and  49p  per  minute- at  aH  other  limes 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  28  1995 


LAW 


Court  of  Appeal _ Law  Report  December  28 1995 

Protecting  rights  of  infant  in  settlement 


McDermott  International 
Inc  v  Hardy 

Before  Lnni  Justice-  Simon  Brown. 
Lord  Justice  Auld  and  Mr  Justice 
Mqcpherson  of  CJuny 
(Judgment  December  11] 

Order  SO.  rules  10  and  II  of  the 
Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court  pro- 
a  coherent,  comprehensive 
and  exhaustive  scheme  for  foe 
approval  by  the  High  Crain  of  the 
settlement  of  a  claim  for  money  by 
a  person  under  a  disability,  which 
included  an  infant,  and  the  object 
of  such  approval  was  to  ensure 
that  the  infant's  or  pa  deni's  in¬ 
terests  were  properly  protected. 

Where  circumstances  showed 
that,  in  a  proposed  settlement  of  a 

Fatal  Accidents  Ads  claim,  not  ail 

the  dependants  had  been  included, 
that  one  of  the  parties  was  known 
io  be  reluctant  to  agree  in  the 
senJonepi  and  that  there  was  an 
outstanefing  challenge  to  its  valid¬ 
ity  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  die  High  Court  would  not 
grant  approval. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  when  it  dis¬ 
missed.  the  plaintiff  company's 
appeal  from  the  order  of  Sir  Peter 
pain,  doing  as  a  deputy  High 
Court  judge  on  October  31. 1994:  (if 
.  refusing  to  grant  a  declaratory 
yj  judgment.  (ti>  dismissing  its 
'  application  for  summary  judg¬ 
ment  and  fiii)  striking  nut  its  writ 
and  statement  of  claim. 

The  application  sought  to  up- 
hofd  the  provisional  settlement  of  a 
daim  in  the  United  States  District 
Court.  Eastern  District  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  on  October  13.  1992.  made 
between  the  plaintiff  and  Mrs  Julie 
Hardy  which,  subject  to  approval 
in  the  English  High  Court,  pur¬ 
ported  to  settle  all  claims  in  the 
sum  of  US$2.9  mfliion  she  and  her 
three  infant  children  might  have 


against  the  plaintiff,  including  any 
actions  in  tin.*  United  Kingdom, 
following  the  death  of  her  husband 
when  a  derrick  barge  un  which  he 
was  working,  and  operated  by  the 
plaintiff,  sank  in  the  South  China 
Seas  in  August  KM;. 

Mr  Stewart  Boyd.  QC  and  Miss 
Philippa  Hopkins  for  die  plaintiff: 
Mr  Robin  Stewart.  QC  and  Mr 
Eliot  Woolf  for  Mrs  Hardy. 

LORD  JUSTICE  SIMON 
BROWN,  giving  the  judgment  of 
the  court,  said  that  in  May  1993 
Mrs  Hardy  applied  to  Set  aside  Ihe 
settlement  in  Louisiana  on  die 
ground,  inter  alia,  it  was 
inadequate. 

The  plaintiff  issued  a  writ  in 
England  in  July  1994  claiming  a 
declaration  the  High  Court  had 
power  and  jurisdiction  to  approve 
Uk  settlement  agreement,  apply¬ 
ing  subsequently  for  summary 
judgment.  Mrs.  Hardy  cross-app¬ 
lied  ft  i  strike  out  the  writ. 

Sir  Peier  fttin.  when  concluding 
it  was  inappropriate  to  grant  a 
declaration,  expressed  opinions  to 
ihe  effect  the  High  Court  would  not 
have  had  jurisdiction  to  entertain 
any  application  for  approval,  if 
made,  by  Mrs  Hardy  unless  and 
until  the  court  in  Louisiana  de¬ 
clined  to  set  aside  the  agreement, 
and  the  settlement  provided  also 
fur  the  deceased’s  former  wife  and 
two  children  and  any  other  depen¬ 
dants  w  ho  had  not  yet  disclaimed: 
the  deceased's  parents. 

Subsequently,  the  settlement 
was  :,el  .'Ls'ide  in  Louisiana  in 
March  1995  on  the  ground,  inter 
alia,  that  its  approval  by  the  High 
Court,  despite  Mrs  Hardy's  in¬ 
quiries  as  in  its  possibility,  had  not 
and  could  nut  be  met.  and  a  trial  on 
damages  began  there  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1905. 

His  Lordship  noted  two  separate 


and  distinct  aspects  of  Ihe  case 
which  had  become  confused  and 
conflated,  namely,  under  what 
circumstances  in  English  law  Mrs; 
Hardy  could  have  obtained  High 
Court  approval  had  she  sought  it, 
and  what  exactly  the  plaintiffs 
were  asking  the  court  to  declare. 

His  Lordship  said  that  it  was 
implicit  in  Order  SO,  rule  IU  that 
foe  High  Court  had  power  to 
approve  a  settlement,  and  equally 
plainly  the  object  of  such  approval 
was  to  ensure  proper  protection  of 
the  infant's  or  patient's  interests; 
and  the  effect  of  such  approval  was 
to  free  the  defendant  from  future 
claims  by  providing  him  with  u 
valid  release. 

The  mier relation  of  rules  in  and 
II  was  also  plain:  rule  II  provided 
the  machinery  by  which,  if  early 
agreement  was  reached,  it  was 
possible  to  avoid  a  writ  action  by 
proceeding  instead  by  originating 
summons:  rule  10.  which  both 
dictated  the  need  for  approval  and 
.  conferred  the  power  of  approval, 
applied  equally  to  proceedings 
whether  by  writ  or  by  originating 
summons. 

The  scheme  in  Order  SO  was 
coherent,  comprehensive  and.  in 
the  area  in  which  routinely  it 
operated  including  Fatal  Accidents 
Acts  claims,  exhaustive.  Hi.s  Lord- 
ship  rejected  the  plaintiffs  sub¬ 
mission  that  the  court  enjoyed  in 
addition  an  inherent  jurisdiction 
outside  the  ambit  of  the  rules, 
thereby  escaping  their  built-in 
protection. 

Mr  Boyd  contended,  inter  alia, 
rhat.  although  Mrs  Hardy  could 
not  properly  have  brought  an 
aainn  under  the  Fatal  Accidents 
Act  197o  without  the  former  wife's 
cooperation,  since  by  section  2  only 
one  action  lay  following  the  de¬ 
ceased's  death,  she  and  each  of  her 


children  had  claims,  the  settlement 
of  which  could  have  bam  approved 
under  the  rules. 

His  Lordship,  noting  that  the 
claim  and  Che  approval  under 
Order  SO.  rule  II  were  plainly 
distinct,  and  that  it  was  dear  that 
each  dependant  had  an  individual 
claim  (see  Avery  y  London  and 
North  Eastern  Railway  Co  (]l938i 
AC  606)).  said  that  all  rule  II 
provided  for  was  an  alternative 
mrehanism  for  gening  the  pro¬ 
posed  settlement  before  the  cnun. 

Instead  of  proceedings  by  writ,  it 
permitted  proceedings  by  originat¬ 
ing  summons.  But  both  forms  of 
proceeding  were  equally  actions 
and  any  settlement  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  would  accordingly  operate  to 
bar  an  action  by  any  other  depen¬ 
dants  seeking  damages  under  the 
I97b  Act 

Thus  Mrs  Hardy  could  no  more 
properly  have  issued  an  originat¬ 
ing  summons  under  rule  II  than  a 
writ,  under  Order  5.  rule  2.  Either 
course,  leading  to  approval  by  the 
court,  would  necessarily  have  shui 
out  all  future  claims  by  the  former 
wife  and  her  two  children,  and 
indeed  by  the  parents. 

Manifestly,  therefore,  the  court 
would  have  refused  iu approve  any 
such  settlement,  and  equally  obvi¬ 
ously  Mrs  Hardy  could  not  be 
criticised  for  not  having  made  the 
relevant  application. 

As  Mr  Stewart  submined,  (here 
was  an  additional-  reason  why  in 
any  event  no  court  would  have 
approved  the  settlement.  Although 
each  dependant  did  have  his  ur  her 
own  individual  dependency  claim, 
the  amount  to  which  he  or  she  was 
properly  entitled  could  not  he 
determined  in  isolation  and.  as  far 
as  dependant  minors  were  con¬ 
cerned,  would  not  he  approved  in 
isolation. 


Furthermore.  Mrs  Hardy  would 
not  in  fact  have  been  a  willing 
applicant  for  approval  given  that 
she  had  come  to  regret  the  agree¬ 
ment.  Even  though  under  Louisi¬ 
ana  law  she  might  have  been 
obliged  to  put  forward  the  agree¬ 
ment  for  approval,  it  would  not 
follow  that  the  English  court,  alive 
to  her  reluctance,  would  have 
granted  it. 

Moreover,  his  Lordship  agreed 
with  Sir  Pieter  Pain's  conclusion 
that  the  court  had  no  jurisdrctioa  to 
approve  a  settlement  the 
enforceability  of  which  was  chal¬ 
lenged  in  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  the  Louisiana  court. 

Finally  as  to  the  form  or  declara¬ 
tion  sought,  his  Lordship  noted  the 
general  principle,  as  stated  in 
Gouriet  v  Union  of  Post  Office 
Workers  fll978|  AC  435.  501): 

.  .the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is 
not  to  declare  the  law  generally  or 
to  give  advisory  opinions;  it  Ls 
confuted  to  dedaring  contested 
legal  rights,  subsisting  or  future,  of 
the  parties  . . .  before  it . . .".  and 
recognised  that  there  were  authori¬ 
ties  appearing  lo  establish  that  the 
court  would  on  occasion  grant 
declarations  essentially,  in  aid  of  a 
foreign  court. 

However,  the  central  and  de¬ 
risive  objection  to  the  declaration 
in  the  present  case  was  that  not 
only  did  it  lack  practical  utility  so 
as  to  be  in  a  real  sense  academic:  in 
addition,  by  cakulaiedly  distanc¬ 
ing  itself  from  many  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  ihe  path  of  a  successful 
application  for  approval,  and  by 
inviting  the  court  tu  look  exclu¬ 
sively  at  jurisdiction  and  not 
discretion,  il  was  all  to  liable  in 
mislead  a  foreign  court  as  to  the 
true  position  in  English  law. 

Solicitors:  Ince  &  Co:  Boote 
Edgar  Esterkin,  Manchester. 


Court  of  Appeal 

Loss  of  moonlighting 
cannot  be  claimed 


Cost  of  negotiation 
or  appeal 

cannot  be  deducted 


Threat  of  injury  applies 
to  the  offence 


Couch  (inspector  of  Taxes)  v 
Administrators  of  the  Estate 
of  P,  S.  Caton  (deceased) 
Before  Mr  Justice  Rimer 
{Judgment  December  20| 

For  the  purpose  of  computing  the 
amount  of  a  chargeable  gain  on 
the  disposal  of  assets,  section  32  of 
the  Capita]  Gains  Tax  Act  1979  did 
not  permit  any  deductions  to  be 
made  bom  the  consideration  re¬ 
ceived  any  expenditure  incurred 
by  the  taxpayer  in  negotiating  the 
value  of  the  assets  or  in  pursuing 
an  appeal  before  the  commis¬ 
sioners  relating  to  their  value. 

0  Mr  justice  Rimer  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  in  the  Chan¬ 
cery  Duivision  when  allowing  an 
appeal  by  originating  motion  'by 
the  Crown  from  the  determination 
ata  special  commissioner  that  bad 
upheld  in  principle  an  appeal  by 
the  taxpayers,  the  administrators 
of  the  estate  of  Mr  P.  S.  Caton. 
deceased,  against  an  assessment  to 
capital  gains  tax  in  the  sum  of 
[494,430. 

Section  32  of  ihe  1979  Act. 
beaded  “Expenditure:  general", 
provides  by  subsection  (2).  inter 
alia,  for  the  deduction  from  the 
consideration  received  on  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  an  asset  “(b)  cost*  reason¬ 
ably  incurred  in  making  any 
valuation  . . .  including  in  particu¬ 
lar.  expenses  reasonably  incurred 
in  ascertaining  market  value 
where  required  by  this  Act". 

Mr  Launcekrt  Henderson.  QC. 
for  tbe  Crown;  Mr  William  Mas¬ 
sey  forthe  taxpayers. 

MRJUsnCE  RIMER  said  that 
Mr  Caton  had  died  in  September 
1957.-  At  his.  death  he  owned 
2.495.552  shares  in  an  unquoted 
company,  Yorkshire  Switchgear 
Group  lid 

By  section  49  of  the  Act  the 
taxpayers  were  deemed  to  have 
acquired  tbe  shares  on  Mr  Caton's 
death  for  a  consideration  equal  to 
their  then  market  value: 


In  April  I9SS  the  shares  were 
sold,  the  consideration  received  by 
the  taxpayers  being  E3J69.l73.The 
chargeable  gain  was  the  consid¬ 
eration  received  by  the  taxpayers 
less  the  deductions  allowable  by 
section  32  of  the  Acl 
The  only  question  was  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  commissioner's 
decision  as  to  Ihe  deductibility  of 
costs.  Far  the  taxpayers  it  was 
contended  that  the  relevant  words 
in  section  32121(b)  extended  not 
only  to  the  costs  of  the  initial 
valuation  of  ihe  shares  hut  also, 
where  the  value  proposed  by  the 
taxpayers  was  not  accepted,  to  the 
costs  of  a  negotiated  valuation  with 
the  Revenue  or.  if  there  was  none, 
of  any  appeal  in  so  far  as  it  was 
concerned  with  the  issue  of 
valuation. 

Certainly  the  costs  referred  to  in 
the  relevant  part  of  subsection  (2) 
included  the  costs  of  the  initial 
valuation  carried  out  by  the  tax¬ 
payers  to  determine  die  value  of 
the  relevant  shares  so  that  the 
chargeable  gain  could  be  com¬ 
puted. 

However,  tbe  costs  which  a 
taxpayer  might  subsequently  incur 
in  negotiating,  whether  success¬ 
fully  or  not.  the  question  of  value 
with  the  revenue,  or  pursuing  an 
appeal  against  an  assessment, 
being  an  appeal  which  involved  a 
question  of  the  value  of  the  shares, 
were  not  costs  "incurred  in  making 
arty  valuation"  of  the  shares  or 
“expenses  ...  incurred  m 
ascertaining  market  value". 

The  conclusion  was  that  the 
natural  interpretation  of  the  dass 
of  allowable  costs  referred  to  in 
section  32(2) (b]  did  not  extend  to  or 
mdude  the  costs  which  were 
incurred  by  the  taxpayers  in 
carrying  out  their  negotiations 
with  the  revenue  or  in  pursuing 
their  appeal  against  the 
assessment. 

Solicitors;  Solicitor  of  Inland 
Revenue;  Brooke  North  &  Good¬ 
win.  Leeds. 


Regina  v  Lee  (Robert  Paul) 

Before  Lord  Justice  Russell.  Mr 
Justice  Rougier  and  Judge  Rhys 
Davies 

|Judgmenl  December  15| 

Since  the  words  “threat  of  injury" 
applied  to  the  offence  not  the 
offender,  evidence  in  an  arson  trial 
could  be  given  through  a  live 
television  link  or  video  recording, 
as  the  offence  of  arson  involved 
being  reckless  as  ro  whether  life 
was  endangered. 

The  Court  of  Appeal.  Criminal 
Division,  so  held  in  dismissing  an 
appeal  by  Robert  Paul  Lee  against 
his  conviction  in  October  1994  at 
Liverpool  Crown  Court  '  pudge 
Crowe.  QC  and  a  jury)  of  arson 
being  reckless  as  to  whether  life 
was  endangered,  under  section 
](2)(b)  and  (3)  of  the  Criminal 
Damage  Act  1971.  and  assault 
occasioning  actual  bodily  harm, 
under  section  47  erf  the  Offences 
against  the  Person  Act  1861,  for 
which  he  was  sentenced  to  terms  of 
imprisonment  of  three  years  and 
sue  months  respectively,  to  run 
consecutively. 

Section  32  of  the  Criminal  Jus¬ 
tice  Act  1988  provides  “(I)  A  person 
other  than  the  accused  may  give 
evidence  through  a  live  television 
link  ...  if  —  ...  (b)  the  witness  is 
under  the  age  of  14  and  the  offence 
charged  is  one  to  which  subsection 
(2)  below  applies,  but  evidence  may 
not  be  so  given  without  the  leave  of 
Ihe  court 

"(2)  This  subsection  applies  —  (a) 
to  an  offence  which  involves  an 
assault  on,  or  injury  or  a  threat  of 
injury  ro.  a  person . . ." 

Mr  Simon  Csoka.  who  did  not 
appear  below,  for  the  appellant; 
Mr  Roger  Hedgeland  for  the 
Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  RUSSELL 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  court 
said  that  the  appellant  who  did 
not  live  with  (he  mother  of  his 
children,  had  collected  his  children 
from  school  one  day  and  then 
telephoned  their  mother  threaten¬ 
ing  that  she  would  not  get  the 
children  back  unless  she  agreed  to 
see  him. 


The  police  were  called  and  the 
appellant  returned  the  children 
later  that  evening.  It  was  alleged 
that  he  then  set  fire  to  the  house 
and  assaulted  one  of  the  neigh¬ 
bours. 

The  appellants  elder  son.  who 
was  aged  six  at  the  time  of  the  trial, 
wax  interviewed  by  police.  He  gave 
an  account  which  was  recorded  on 
video,  erf  how  his  father  forced  his 
way  into  the  house  and  ser  tire  to 
his  mother's  clothes  in  her 
bedroom. 

At  the  trial,  the  video  was 
admitted  in  evidence  pursuant  to 
section  32A  of  Criminal  Justice  Act 
1988,  as  inserted  by  section  54  of 
the  Criminal  Justice  Act  1991. 
which  extended  section  32  to  cover 
pre-recorded  interviews,  and 
cross-examination  was  permitted, 
pursuant  to  section  XL  via  a 
television  link. 

Objections  were  not  made  by 
counsel  then  appearing  for  the 
defence  until  after  the  evidence  had 
been  given  but  it  was  then  submit¬ 
ted  that  the  case  was  not  caught  by 
sections  32  and  32A  because  there 
had  to  be  a  mental  element  on  the 
part  of  the  offender  to  threaten 
injury  to  a  person  before  the 
sections  biL  The  trial  judge  re¬ 
jected  that  submission. 

On  appeal,  counsel  pointed  out 
that  the  provisions  were  in  place  to 
protect  children  but  that  they  were 
not  required  in  this  case  where  the 
appellant  did  not  intend  or 
Threaten  injury. 

In  their  Lordships*  view,  that 
approach  was  misconceived  and 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
subsection. 

The  words  “injury  or  a  threat  of 
injury"  did  not  apply  to  an  offender 
but  to  an  offence;  they  did  not 
necessarily  involve  any  threat  of 
injury  to  any  particular  person  and 
certainly  not  to  the  perron  giving 
evidence  by  video  or  television 
[ink. 

In  their  Lordships'  judgment  an 
offence  involved  a  threat  of  injury 
within  the  meaning  of  section 
32(2) (a)  if  the  circumstances  were 
such  that  injury  to  a  person  was  a 


real  possibility.  Il  was  not  nec¬ 
essary  that  a  threat  of  injury  to  a 
person  should  be  made  directly  by 
the  offender.  It  was  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  offender's  activity 
viewed  objectively  which  had  to 
presentlhe  threat. 

On  the  facts,  their  Lordships 
were  abundantly  satisfied  that  to 
do  as  the  appellant  did  plainly 
created  a  threat  of  injury  to  his  son 
and  the  offence  likewise  created 
that  danger,  it  was  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  offence  which  were 
operative,  as  opposed  to  (he  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  offender. 

Thai  ground  of  appeal  therefore 
failed  and  other  grounds  having 
also  failed  rhe  appeal  would  be 
dismissed. 

Solicitors:  Middle  weeks, 
Manchester  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  North  West 


Hunter  v  Butler 

Before  Lord  Justice  Hirst,  Lord 
Justice  Waite  and  Lord  Justice 
Hothouse 

(Judgment  December  19) 

Where  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
claimed  for  damages  under  the 
Fatal  Accidents  Act  1976  for  the 
death  of  her  husband,  there  was  no 
liability  for  loss  of  dependency  in 
respect  of  undeclared  earnings, 
commonly  called  “moonlighting", 
or  for  housing  benefit  and  supple¬ 
mentary  benefit  on  the  ground  that 
she  was  dependent  on  him  for 
those  sums  and  had  lost  them  as  a 
result  of  his  death. 

The  Coun  of  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  allowing  in 
pan  an  appeal  by  Mrs  Maria 
Hunter,  administratrix  of  the  es¬ 
tate  of  Kenneth  Hunter,  deceased, 
from  a  judgment  of  District  Judge 
Muon,  Torquay  District  Registry, 
awarding  damages  of  E6.575.  but 
refusing  to  include  in  the  sum 
awarded  any  amount  for  the  loss  of 
dependency. 

Mr  Michael  dc  Navarro.  QC 
and  Mr  James  Hayward  for  Mrs 
Hunter  Mr  William  Stevenson  for 
rhe  defendant. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WAITE  said 
that  the  appeal  arose  from  ihe 
death  of  Mr  Kenneth  Hunter  in  a 
motor  accidenr  on  December  9, 
1983.  Liability  was  admined  by  the 
driver  of  rhe  vehicle  concerned. 
The  deceased  left  a  widow  and  six 
children. 

From  July  I9S3  until  his  death 
the  deceased  worked  part-time, 
earning  some  £90  a  week.  He  did 
not  disclose  those  eamings  to  the 
social  security  authorities  from 
whom  he  continued  to  draw  bene¬ 
fit  at  the  full  rate. 

His  Lordship  said  that  he  would 
allow  the  appeal  in  respect  of  rhe 
first  two  issues,  namely  the  district 
judge’s  finding  (a)  that  the  de¬ 
ceased  had  a  nil  prospect  of 
employment,  and  (b)  the  calcula¬ 
tion  of  the  lost  chance  of  full-time 
earnings,  which  was  not  an  issue 
considered  by  the  district  judge  but 


arose  front  his  finding  on  ihe  first 
issue,  and  would  award  a  total  of 
£12.480  under  those  heads. 

On  the  third  issue,  namely 
whether  the  loss  of  eligibility  (a)  for 
supplementary  benefit  and/or  (b) 
the  proceeds  of  moonlighting 
should  be  included  as  a  further 
head  of  damage  for  loss  of  depen¬ 
dency.  he  found  the  argument  in 
respect  of  (a)  to  be  wholly 
untenable. 

in  respect  of  supplementary 
benefit,  the  widow  was  in  no  sense 
dependent  on  the  deceased.  She.  no 
less  than  he.  was  dependent  in  that 
regard  on  the  state.  The  argument 
was  not  assisted  by  the  decision  of 
the  Coun  of  Appeal  in  Hassall  v 

Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Security  (J1995)  1  WLR  S13). 

With  regard  to  [bi  Mr  de 
Navarro  contended  that  in  the 
event  of  the  second  issue  being 
answered,  as  it  had  been,  in  a  way 
which  resulted  in  a  percentage 
abatement  being  applied  to  the 
figure  which  would  have  been 
obtained  by  assuming  the  de¬ 
ceased  to  be  in  full-rime  work,  the 
appellant  was  entitled  to  have  the 
shortfall  made  good  by  treating 
lost  undeclared  eamings  as  a  head 
of  lost  dependency. 

His  argument  was  ihat  the 
abatement  reflected  an  assump¬ 
tion  that  the  deceased  would,  had 
he  lived,  have  been  folly  employed 
for  half  the  time  and  dependent  on 
social  security  and  undisclosed 
earnings  from  pan-time  work  for 
the  remainder  of  the  rime. 

On  that  hypothesis,  the  appel¬ 
lant  and  his  other  dependents 
should  be  treated  as  having  been 
dependent  pro  tamo  nn  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  anticipated  eamings  from 
muonlighting  during  the  weeks 
when  he  was  assumed  to  be  out  of 
full-time  work.  He  referred  in 
support  of  that  submission  on  a 
discussion  in  Kemp  anti  Kemp  The 
Quantum  of  Damages  at  para¬ 
graph  254X16  and  the  New  Zealand 
decision  of  Le  Bagge  v  Buses  Q195S| 
NZLR  630)  there  mentioned. 

His  Lordship  rejected  the  sub¬ 


mission  on  two  grounds: 

1  It  read  too  much  into  the  process 
of  abatement  applied  in  calculat¬ 
ing  the  lost  chance  of  full-Ume 
eamings  under  the  second  issue. 
The  abatement  was  made  solely  to 
reflect  the  exigencies  of  chance, 
and  it  was  over-sophisticated  to 
introduce  into  the  calculation  some 
national  apportionment  between 
weeks  worked  for  a  declared  wage 
and  weeks  supported  by  supple¬ 
mentary  benefit  and  undeclared 
part-time  eamings. 

2  it  offended  public  policy  in  two 
respects. 

First,  it  assumed  that  someone 
who  had  committed  fraud  in  the 
past  would  continue  to  do  ro  in  the 
future;  ignoring  the  possibilities  of 
repentance  or  detection. 

Second,  it  treated  the  proceeds  of 
illegally  concealed  eamings  as 
providing  a  valid  head  of  recovery 
by  way  of  damages  for  loss  or 
injury. 

When  due  account  was  taken  of 
the  need  for  judges  to  avuid 
subjective  moral  judgments  and  in 
accept  the  realities  of  life  in  the 
modem  welfare  state,  there  re¬ 
mained  certain  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples'  essentia]  to  any  just  and 
civilised  society  which  provide  the 
rails  within  which  the  unruliest 
horse  may  safely  run. 

When  Lord  Wright  in  Davie s  v 
Powell  Duffryn  Associated  Col¬ 
lieries  Ltd  Q1942|  AC  601.  617) 
spoke  of  the  ’damages  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  injury"  for  which 
provision  was  made  by  what  is 
now  section  3(!)  of  the  1976  Act  as 
being  "a  hand  matter  of  pounds, 
shillings  and  pence,  subject  to  the 
element  of  reasonable  future 
probabilities"  the  pounds  of  which 
he  spoke  were  those  derived  from 
wages  honestly  earned  nr  income 
honestly  received. 

Lord  Justice  Hobhouse  delivered 
a  concurring  judgment  and  Lord 
Justice  Hirst  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Hyde  Mahon  Bridges 
for  Lee-Barber  Goodrich  &  Co. 
Torquay:  Beachcroft  Stanleys  for 
Cann  &  Hallert.  Exeter. 


No  public  figure  defence  here 


Bennett  and  Others  v  Guard¬ 
ian  Newspapers  Ltd 
In  English  law  it  was  no  defence  to 
a  libel  action  in  plead  that  it  was  in 
the  public  interest  to  indict  a 
person's  character  because  he  wits 
a  public  figure. 

Sir  Michael  Davies,  sitting  as  a 
High  Court  judge,  so  held  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  on 
December  5  when  (i)  granting  the 
application  of  the  plaintiffs. 
Reynold  Bennert.  Paul  Goscomb. 
Jeny  Mapp.  Robert  Wanon  and 


Bernard  Gilian.  all  police  officers, 
to  have  that  part  of  the  defence  of 
the  defendant.  Guardian  News¬ 
papers  Ltd.  which  pleaded  public 
figure  immunity  struck  our  but  (ii) 
refusing  the  plaintiffs’  application 
as  to  striking  out  a  defence  of 
qualified  privilege. 

HIS  LORDSHIP  said  that  there 
were  two  issues:  was  a  public 
figure  defence  tenable  under  Eng¬ 
lish  law  and  wax  qualified  privi¬ 
lege  arguable? 

The  public  figure  defence  had  its 


origins  in  the  United  States  of 
America  but  the  culture  of  the  USA 
was  not  the  same  as  in  other 
countries,  including  the  United 
Kingdon  and  what  was  appro¬ 
priate  in  the  USA  was  not  nec¬ 
essarily  appropriate  elsewhere. 

To  admit  that  defence  would 
involve  judicial  law  making  and 
the  part  of  the  defence  relating  to 
the  public  figure  issue  was  to  be 
strode  out  without  hesitation  but 
only  that  aspect  of  the  defence 
would  be  struck  out  at  this  stage. 
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Italian  City  Breaks 


Aweekend  in  Florence 

3  NIGHTS  FROM  JUST  £259 

Departures  in  February  and  March  1996 

Stretching  along  the  banks  of  the  River  Arno  and 
overlooked  by  the  Tuscan  hills,  Florence  offers 


Deducting  benefit  from  damages  award 


Rabenstein  and  Another  v 

McGloughlm 

Be  lore  Judge  Hicks.  QC.  Mr  J.  D. 
Daly  and  Mrs  M.  E.  Sunderland 
(Judgment  October  31) 

IJpne  half  of  tbe  invalidity  benefit 
received  by  an  employee  following 
her  unfair  dismjssul  should  be 
deducted  from  an  award  of 
compensation  against  her 
employers. 

The  Employment  Appeal  Tri¬ 
bunal  so  held  in  a  reserved 
judgment  allowing  in  pari  the 
cross  appeal  of  Miss  _  J. 
McGJoughhn  against  the  decision 
of  a  Liverpool  industrial  tribunal 
on  August  9.  1994  that  the  entire 
E3.751  invalidity  benefit  she  had 
received  should  be  deducted  from 
her  compensation  for  being  un¬ 
fairly  dismissed  by  Mr  M.  H. 
Ruben  stein  and  Mr  G.  S.  R  os  kin. 
trading  as  McGuffies  Dispensing 
Chemises. 

An  appeal  by  die  employers 
against  the  finding  of  unfair  dis¬ 
missal  was  dismissed. 

Mr  C  J.  Head,  representative, 
for  the  employers;  Mr  John  Ben¬ 
son  for  the  employee. 

JUDGE  HICKS  said  that  the 
employee  had  challenged  Ihe 
deduction  of  invalidity  benefit 
from  her  compensation  for  unfair 
dismissal  She  .relied  on  the  de¬ 
rision  of  foe  Employment  Appeal 
Tribunal  in  Hilton  International 
Hotels  (UK)  Ud  v  Faraji  (]1994| 
ICR  259)  as  establishing  that 
invalidity  benefit  was  not  daJud- 
ible  from  compensation  for  unfair 

dismissal. 

•  In  Hilton  Judge  Hargrove  noted 
the  provisions  of  section  74(1)  of  the 
Employment  Protection 
(Consolidation)  Act  197S  as  to 
compensatory  awards  and  foe  fact 
that  they  did  not  necessarily  pro¬ 
duce  foe  same  result  as  the 
common  law  of  damages. 

He  added,  however,  that  guid¬ 
ance  could  be  obtained  from  the 
general  rule  derived  from  British 
Transport  Commission  v  Gouriey 


Q  195b |  AC  185)  that  only  net  loss 
was  recoverable,  subject  to  “excep¬ 
tional  cases  of  insura/toe".  He 
concluded  that  the  receipt  of  in¬ 
validity  benefit  could  properly  be 
categorised  as  coming  within  the 
insurance  group  of  benefits. 

The  only  reason  given  for  the 
conclusion  that  the  employee's 
social  security  contributions  were 
more  properly  classified  with  in¬ 
surance  premiums  and  that  receipt 
of  that  benefit  could  properly  be 
categorised  as  coming  within  the 
insurance  group  of  benefits  was 
that  those  in  employment  "paid  the 
sums  levied”  for  the  purposes  of 
the  national  insurance  scheme. 

It  was  difficult  to  obtain  any 
dear  guidance  from  the  place  of 
invalidity  benefit  in  the  social 
security  system.  It  was  true  that  it 
was  dealt  with  in  Part  II  of  the 
.  Social  Security  Contributions  and 
Benefits  Act  1992  entitled 
“Contributory  Benefits"  which 
contrasted  with  Ran  111  “Non- 
con  tribe  tory  Benefits". 

However,  although  the  benefits 
in  Part  ff  were  payable  out  of  the 
national  insurance  fund  it  was  well 
known  that  was  not  a  true  in¬ 
surance  or  pension  fond  managed 
on  actuarial  principles  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  meeting  claims  out  of  past 
contributions. 

Moneys  were  to  be  provided  by 
means  of  contributions  by  earners, 
employers  and  others  with  addi¬ 
tions  from  money  provided  by 
Parliament  out  of  general  taxation 
and  there  was  no  evidence  as  to  foe 
proportionate  sizes  of  those 
sources,  although  foe  employers 
said  that  it  was  common  know¬ 
ledge  that  foe  employer "s  contribu¬ 
tion  was  much  greater  than  foe 
employee's.  . 

Moreover,  it  was  very  difficult  to 
treat  the  place  of  invalidity  benefit 
.in  Part  11  as  being  of  any  great 
weight  in  favour  of  non-deduction 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  that  part  also 
included  unemployment  benefit, 
which  on  clear  authority  was 
deductible  from  common  law  dam¬ 


ages  where  statute  had  not  inter¬ 
vened.  It  was  recouped  by  die 
public  purse  our  of  compensation 
for  unfair  dismissal  so  that  nei¬ 
ther  party  benefited,  and  the  same 
was  now  true  in  many  cases  of 
damages  for  personal  injuries. 

Section  74(1)  of  the  1978  Aa 
provided  that,  with  irrelevant 
exceptions,  the  amount  of  a 
compensatory  award  was  to  be 
such  amount  as  the  tribunal 
considered  just  and  equitable  in  all 
the  drcumsianoes  having  regard 
to  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
complainant  in  consequence  of  the 
dismissal  in  so  far  as  that  loss  was 
attributable  to  action  taken  by  the 
employer. 

That  was  a  -statutory  provision 
constituting  its  own  code  for  the 
assessment  of  compensation,  and 
not  to  be  assumed  to  be  equivalent 
to  the  common  law  of  damages. 
Nevertheless  there  were  many 
respects  in  which  common  law 
authority,  was  helpful 

What  was  foe  loss  sustained 
raised  questions  similar  to  those  of 
the  quantification  of  damages,  and 
whether  that  loss  was  attributable 
io  the  employer's  actions  and 
sustained  in  consequence  of  foe 
dismissal  involved  familiar  issues 
erf  causation. 

The  autonomy  of  section  74{1) 
remained,  however,  and  one  im¬ 
portant  feature  of  that  provision 
was  the  incorporation  of  the 
requirement  that  foe  award  should 
be  of  such  amount  as  foe  tribunal 
considered  just  and  equitable. 

Thai  was  of  particular  relevance 
in  dealing  with  a  field  such  as  the 
deductibility  of  benefits,  in  which 
foerosE1  Jawof  damages  had  had  to 
adopt  an  all  or  nothing  approach 
to  a  topic  in  which  (to  take  only  the 
insurance  exception  to  Gouria i 
there  could  be  an  infinite  grada¬ 
tion  from  an  insurance  policy  fully 
fended  by  the  claimant  to  a 
pension  or  benefit  to  which  his 
contribution  had  been  minimal. 
There  was  no  reason  why  an 
industrial  tribunal,  in  awarding 


whai  was  just  and  equitable, 
should  be  similarly  limited. 

Another  mnsequenoe  of  the 
autonomy  of  section  74(1)  and  of 
the  jurisdiction  to  do  what  was  just 
and  equitable  was  that  in  looking 
to  analogous  situations  it  was 
legitimate  to  take  into  account  not 
only  case  law  but  the  regime  of 
common  law  damages  as  a  whole, 
including  foe  statutory  element, 
for  it  was  to  be  assumed  that 
Parliament  itself  was  aiming  at 
just  and  equitable  solutions. 

Ir  was  instructive  that  for  a 
number  of  social  security  benefits, 
including  invalidity  benefit,  there 
were  statutory  provisions  affecting 
foe  damages  recoverable  for  per¬ 
sona]  injury  which  for  smaller 
awards  provided  for  the  deduction 
of  half  benefit  for  five  years  and  for 
all  others  imposed  a  system  of 
recoupment. 

It  would  of  course  be  wrong  to 
apply  those  provisions  directly  or 
to  treat  the  detailed  distinctions 
between  smaller  and  larger  claims 
or  between  foe  first  five  years  and 
later  as  of  any  particular  assis¬ 
tance,  but  the  broad  conclusion  to 
emerge  dearly  from  the  provisions 
as  to  personal  injuries  was  that 
throughout  Parliament  had 
treated  the  employer  and  the 
employee  equally,  either  by  depriv¬ 
ing  hmh  of  foe  relevant  benefits  or 
by  dividing  the  value  of  those 
benefits  between  them  by  tbe 
device  of  half  deduction. 

In  the  case  of  invalidity  benefit, 
which  was  dearly  a  pur* 
insurance  payment  fully  funded  by 
the  employee's  contributions,  to 
produce  a  just  and  equitable 
solution  required  either  detailed 
evidence  of  foe  funding  position  or 

a  broader  approach. 

The  farter  was  to  be  preferred 
and.  having  regard  ro  the  analogy 
of  the  statutory  q'stem  as  well  as  to 
more  general  considerations  of  , 
equity,  one  half  or  foe  invalidity 
benefit  received  should  fee  1 
deducted.  I 

Solicitors:  Matthews  DamdL  , 
Liverpool.  ! 


kj  overlooked  by  the  Tuscan  hills,  Florence  offers 
a  wealth  of  architecture  from  the  Renaissance 
period.  Visit  the  Uffizi  Gallery  and  many  other 
museums  which  display  masterpieces  by  da  Vinci, 
Michelangelo  and  Botticelli.  Alternatively,  cross 
the  ancient  Ponte  Vecchio  and  explore  the  most 
authentic  quarter  of  this  city  or  relax  and  browse 
through  the  many  shops  and  boutiques  around  the 
piazzas.  Optional  excursions  take  you  through  the 
Tuscan  countryside  and  Chianti  vineyards  to 
medieval  Siena  and  San  Gimignano. 
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Aweekend  in  Rome 

3  NIGHTS  FROM  JUST  £259 

Departures  from  December  1995  to  March  1996 
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Museums  and  monuments  spanning  over  2,000  years  of  history  make 
this  a  superb  weekend  break  in  Italy's  capital.  There  are  so  many 
architectural  sights  to  discover  including  the  ancient  Roman  Colosseum  and 
Fonim,  the  Vatican  City  and  St  Peter's  Square.  Visit  Michelangelo’s  fresco 
in  the  Sistiiie  Chapel  and  admire  the  view  from  the  top  of  the  Spanish  Steps. 
Alternatively,  browse  in  the  exclusive  designer  shops  along  the  Via 
Condotti  or  stroll  through  the  gardens  of  the  Villa  Borghese  to  escape  the 
bustle  of  city  life.  Optional  excursions  include  a  visit  to  the  Frascati 
vineyards,  a  classical  tour  of  the  city  or  a  chance  to  explore  Rome  by  night. 

THE  PRICE  FOR  BOTH  HOLIDAYS  INCLUDES 

6  Scheduled  flights  from  London  Gatwick  or  Heathrow  to  Florence  or  Rome. 

•  FREE  coach  travel  to  the  airport  from  selected  pick-up  points. 

•  Transfers  between  the  airport  and  your  hotel. 

•  Three  nights  accommodation  in  a  four  star  city  hotel  with  continental  breakfasL 
•  A  half  day  guided  city  tour. 

•  Services  of  a  tour  manager. _ 


SEND  FOR  YOUR  BROCHURES)  TODAY 
TELEPHONE  FESTIVE  HOLIDAYS  ON 

BROCHURE  HOTLINE 

0990  553355 

or  return  the  coupon  below  to: 

THE  TIMES  ITALIAN  CITY' 
BREAKS  OFFER, 
FESTIVE  HOLIDAYS  LIMITED, 
ACORN  HOUSE,  GREAT  OAKS, 
BASILDON,  ESSEX  SS14 IAB 

This  holiday  is  operated  hy  Festive  Holidays,  a 
company  independent  of  Times  Newspapers  Lid. 


ABTA  V106X 


ATOL  2172 


Italian  Cities  Offer 

Please  forward  me  an  itinerary  and  a  booking  farm  tor 

□  FLORENCE  WEEKEND 

□  ROME  WEEKEND 


Name  (Mr/Mrs/MsaMs) . 


I  Address:. 

I 

l 

I  - . 


t  Post  Code: _ _ _ _ _ _ _  i 

I  □  H  you  do  not  wish  M  roctnrt  further  information  from  | 
I  Times  Newspapers  or  companies  specMJy  »t«cl»cl  | 
I  by  us,  ptesse  tick  the  box.  TW  I 
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the  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  281995 


Dixons  picks  up  double 
helping  of  festive  cheer 


New  York  (midday): 

Dow  Jones  — . — . — ■■  SI  15-67  (+5.43 
sap  Cumpasue  — . —  bisxxi  t*a.76) 

Tokyo: 

NttW  Average  - _ -  2001 1.76  (*10704) 

Hong  Kong: 

HingSeng - -  998iZJ  (*5303) 

Amsterdam: 


DIXONS  GROUP,  the  electri¬ 
cal  retailer,  found  double 
cause  for  celebration  as  its 
shares  raced  up  I8p  to  a  high 
for  the  year  of  449p. 

Last  night,  it  was  confirmed 
that  the  group  had  regained  its 
place  as  a  constituent  of  the  top 
100  companies.  It  will  replace 
the  TSB  Group,  which  was 
taken  over  recently  by  Lloyds 
Bank,  up  5p  at  847p.  FirstBus, 
up  5p  at  156p,  will  replace 
Dixons  place  as  a  constituent 
of  the  FT-SE  Mid  250. 

The  move  by  Dixons  is 
certain  lo  bolster  its  share 
price  as  it  attracts  the  powerful 
index-tracker  funds.  But  it 
looks  as  though  the  new  year 
sales  will  provide  the  group 
with  further  cheer.  Brokers 
claim  that  Dixons  has  got  off 
to  a  good  start  in  the  sales  and 
that  this  is  likely  to  be  reflected  Brok 

in  higher  profits  and  im¬ 
proved  margins.  climbt 

There  was  also  support  for  3.676.- 

another  company  being  tipped  time  \ 

as  potential  candidate  for  FT-  on  De 

SE  stardom.  GreeuaUs,  the  numb 

fast  growing  pubs  and  hotels  barely 

group,  rose  1  lp  to  580p.  the  clc 

Greenalls  has  transformed  Whi 

itself  in  the  past  six  years  from  after  i 
a  family-controlled  brewer  tends 
into  a  leading  player  in  the  Forte'i 

leisure  market,  commanding  and  \ 

a  price  tag  of  £1.6  billion.  It  _ 

pulled  out  of  brewing  a  few 
years  back  and  recently  paid  The  L 
£500  million  plus  for  the  that  d 
Boddingtons  pubs  chain.  mark* 

Elsewhere,  turnover  levels  tfaeesl 
plunged  to  their  lowest  levels  This  c 

of  the  year  as  City  investors  _ 

extended  their  seasonal  break. 

Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  the  includ 
fact  that  attendance  levels  Chef 
were  almost  halved,  the  equity  hotels, 
market  enjoyed  another  im-  nesses 
pressive  performance.  Prices  book  3 
were  marked  higher  initially  Whi 
on  the  back  of  a  strong  tends 
performance  overnight  by  the  tion  f 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average  This  L 
in  New  York  and  revived  ingfrt 
support  for  both  the  pound  £1-5  bi 
and  government  securities.  The 

As  a  result,  early  attention  Forte 

focused  on  the  financial  _ 

future,  with  prices  in  the  cash 
market  steadily  squeezed  st 
higher  in  thin  trading.  Even 
so,  there  was  evidence  to 
suggest  that  buyers  were  do¬ 
ing  die  rounds. 

The  expiry  of  the  first  Tax 
Exempt  Special  Savings 
Scheme  next  week  is  likely  to 
produce  a  dramatic  build-up 
of  liquidity  outside  the  market 
and  could  prove  to  be  the  . 
prelude  to  another  surge  in  Af 

share  values.  $3 

By  the  dose  of  business  last  Zh 
night,  the  FT-SE  100 index  had  _ D© 


Brokers  say  Dixons  has  got  off  to  a  good  start  in  the  sales 


climbed  18.1  points  to  finish  at 
3.676.4.  just  11.6  below  its  all- 
time  high  of  3,688.0  achieved 
on  December  15.  But  the  total 
number  of  shares  traded  had 
barely  reached  300  million  by 
the  close  of  business. 

Whitbread  rose  tip  to  670p 
after  confirmation  that  it  in¬ 
tends  to  pay  El .05  billion  for 
Forte's  roadside  restaurants 
and  hotel  operations,  which 


against  the  unwanted  atten¬ 
tions  of  Granada-  Brokers 
were  speculating  yesterday 
that  after  die  sale  of  the 
business.  Forte  may  be  posi¬ 
tioned  to  pay  a  special  divi¬ 
dend  to  shareholders.  Forte 
finished  6p  better  at  332p. 
Granada.  which  is  offering 
E3.4  billion  for  Forte,  ended  8p 
up  at  643p. 

BP  advanced  lOp  to  545p 


The  Halifax  Building  Society  is  not  alone  in  taking  the  view 
that  there  are  signs  of  a  recovery  in  the  depressed  housing 
market  for  1996.  John  Clay,  a  director  of  Hambro  Countrywide, 
the  estate  agent  has  snapped  up  a  farther  50.000  shares  at  41p. 
This  doubles  his  holding.  HCW  closed  all  square  at  40p. 


includes  Happy  Eater,  Little 
Chef  and  Welcome  Break 
hotels.  The  combined  busi¬ 
nesses  are  thought  to  have  a 
book  value  of  £800  million. 

Whitbread  says  that  it  in¬ 
tends  to  finance  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  from  existing  facilities. 
This  is  expected  to  raise  gear¬ 
ing  from  12.5  to  75  per  cent,  or 
£15  billion. 

The  disposal  forms  part  of 
Forte’s  defence  strategy 


after  revealing  details  of  a 
joint  venture  with  Sonatrach. 
the  Algerian  state  oil  and  gas 
company,  to  produce  gas  in 
the  Sahara  Desert  The  deal 
could  produce  10  billion  cubic 
metres  of  gas  a  year  over  the 
next  decade  and  will  be  mar¬ 
keted  jointly  in  Europe.  The 
rest  of  the  oil  sector  continued 
to  benefit  from  a  higher  crude 
oil  price  and  the  bitter  weather 
conditions  on  both  sides  of  the 


DIXONS: 

SHARES  CELEBRATE  RETURN  TO 
TOP  100  COMPANIES 


Share  price 


FT-SE  all-share 
price  index 
(rebased) 


Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oca  Nov  Dec 


-J'm.  \-'v 


Atlantic.  SheU  firmed  5p  to 
860p,  British  Borneo  4p  to 
343p.  Enterprise  dp  to  404p, 
Laszno  2p  to  182p  and  Seafidd 
Resources  3p  to  80p. 

London  Eleetridiy  caused 
some  brokers  to  reach  for  die 
smelling  salts  after  its  price 
opened  lOOp  lower.  But  it  was 
not  a  profits  warning,  nor 
regulatory  problems,  mat  had 
caused  the  falL  The  shares  had 
merely  opened  ex  the  special 
dividend.  The  price  eventually 
settled  at  588p,  down  lip. 

But  there  was  support  tor 
Midland  Electricity,  up  L6p  at 
769p,  after  reports  that  it  could 
find  itself  on  the  receiving  end 
of  a  £15  billion  bid  from 
Trade  bd,  the  Belgium  utility. 
A  bid  from  PGwerGen  for 
Midland  has  been  referred  to 
the  Monopolies  Commission- 
National  Grid  marked  time  at 
199p  after  PSB  Holding  an¬ 
nounced  it  had  confirmed  the 
sale  of  First  Hydro  for  £652 
million  to  Mission  Energy,  foe 
US  group. 

Another  company  benefit¬ 
ing  from  the  start  of  the  sales 
is  Goldsmiths,  the  jeweller.  Its 
shares  firmed  2p  to  227p  after 
reporting  that  sales  during  the 
past  month  were  16  per  cent 
ahead. 

News  that  industrial  prob¬ 
lems  at  AE  Staley,  its  Ameri¬ 
can  subsidiary,  had  been 
settled  Lifted  Tale  &  Lyle  6p  to 
46Sp.  Staley  said  its  latest 
proposals  had  been  accepted 
by  56  per  cent  of  the 
workforce.  The  dispute  began 
in  1992  after  the  introduction 
of  subcontracting  and  12-hour 
shifts. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  London 
took  its  lead  from  firmer 
performances  by  US  treasury 
bonds  and  German  bunds. 
Prices  were  squeezed  higher  in 
thin  trading  throughout  the 
session  although  brokers  said 
there  was  evidence  of  overseas 
support 

In  the  futures  pit.  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  climbed 
l1*/  it  to  end  the  session  at 
EllO23/**,  but  the  number  of 
contracts  completed  was  a 
disappointing  13.000. 

Among  conventional  issues, 
benchmark  Treasury  8  per 
cent  2013  jumped  £1*32  to 
£103*16,  while  at  the  shorter 
end.  Treasury  8  per  cent  2000 
advanced  £"j*  to  £104* ‘u. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
shares  remained  in  positive 
territory  in  early  trading  as 
the  stock  market  continued  its 
traditional  year-end  rally.  At 
midday,  the  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  was  up  5.42 
pointsat5.H5.67. 


EOF  Index _ 

Sydney: 

A0 _ - 

Frankfort 

DAX  __ _ 

Singapore 

Straits _ 

Brussels: 

General - 

Paris: 

CAC-40 _ 

Zurich: 

SKA  Gen - 


«S02(+3-5O! 


_ zaoi.i  t-wi 


.  2280.43  (Same) 


- 227135  (-5.SU 


833426  (f)SJ3 


1877.03  (+-10-30) 


SKA  Gen _ 714-20 1+43(8 

London: 

FT  30 _ : -  26741  (+L3-61 

FT  100  -  3676.4  (+18.11 

FT-SE  MM  250 _ 3999.7 1»143> 

FT-SB-A  350  -  18215  (+8-4) 

FT-SE  Ennxracfc  100  _.  1490.10  (+10.91) 

FT  A  All-Share _ 179171  {4&023 

FT  Non  Financials _  1899.441+1036) 

FT  Fixed  interest - 114-32  (+OXS) 


ft  Govt  Secs  ~ 

Bargains  _ 

SEAQ  Volume . 


95.75  0033) 

_  16577 

_ 316  Jib 


USM  (Datastrraj _ 187.96  (+Q0M 


USS - 

Gentian  Mark  _ 
Exchange  index , 


1.5602  (+00187) 
27330(400128) 
_ 830(400) 


cash  Conveners  imi 

24 

Century  m/15 

117 

Com  de  Fan  Fin 

510 

.. 

conworth  (150) 
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+ 

1 

cox  insurance 

ni 

* 

\ 

Crown  Products 

53 

Dmatek 

80 

- 

l 

East  Surrey  NV 

448 

Flnsb  Tech  Tst  (100). 

103 

4 

I 

Gardner  (LJ 

132 

GearhouseGp  (330) 

199 

Jasmin 

83 

Manx  a  O'seas 

25 

National  Grid  (204) 

199'i 

* 

Northern  Petroleum 

75 

NthnPefon 

8 

pet  City 

380 

Polymasc  Pharms 

125 

Revelation  Flee 

100 

Rushmere  Wynne 

3'. 

Tnjcadero 

46 

Unicom  inti  (l?J) 

>34 

Victrex 

243': 

- 

*1 

viewlnn 

130 

Wilmington 

66 

Dnloe  Hse  n/p  (iriop)  1': 
Melrose  n/p  (34)  6 


RISES: 

. 196p  (+13p) 

.  571p  (+33p) 

Flltrariic  Com . 

Dixons  Group . 

Kelsey  bid . 

Stagecoach . 

Jardine  Math . 

TI . 

.  475p  (+25p) 

.  449p/+-J8p) 

.  588p  (+18p) 

.  340p(+t0p) 

.  447p(+1Qp) 

.  460p(+t0p) 

FALLS: 

. 15Sp(-15p) 

.  334p  (-15p) 

LBMS  . 

Reutere . 

.  585p  (-13p) 
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LONDON 

COMMODITY  EXCHANGE 
COCOA 

Dec . . 933-830  Mar - 9W*I 

Mar  . -  -  894443  May  - —  1005-1000 

May _ 919914  Jui _ anfl 

Jul _  935-0 33  Sep - 

Sep - 45.V95T 

Dec  - 97 >471  volume;  4283 

ROBUST  A  COFFEE  6) 

Jan _ 2069-2M6  Sep _  1597-1 595 

Mar _ l TBS- 1780  Nov _  ISB-IS84 

May _ (680-1675  Jan - IS7S-I5M 

jul _ 1611-ibia  volume  3210 


WHITE  SUGAR  (FOB) 

Renters  Oa -  304.5010 

Spat:  *90  Dec - 3000*9.5 

Mir _ M9.4-W-2  Mar - JOO0V75 

MST  „ — _  3385-37.7  M«y  . — _  3010963 
AUB _ 3295-28.7  Volume:  449 


1CIS-LOR  (London  6.00pm) 
CRUDE  OILS  (S/bantl  FOB) 

„  Breni  Physical - 18.80  *050 

“  Brenr  IS  day  iFeW - I8J0  *0.40 

30  Brent  IS  day  (Mart - 1750  *050 

w  W  Texas  Intermediate  (F06)  (9.45  *050 

-  W  Texas  Intermediate  (Mart  19.60  *0.40 

83  PRODUCTS  ((/Ml) 

Spot  C1F  NW  Europe  (prompt  delivery) 
«  Premium  Gas  (5  B:  171  l-(J  G:  C7J  (*ll 

Z  Gasoil  EEC  -  IBS  (*-7)  187  (*« 

5  Non  EEC  1H  Jan  184 l+B)  1851*7) 

E  Non  EEC  FH  FeO  179  (+5|  181 1*5) 

35  Fuel  Oil -  106 1*31  108  1+3) 

Naphtha -  163 1*4)  [64  1*31 

^  IPE  FUTURES  (GN1  lid) 

3  GAS  OIL 


GNI  LONDON  GRAIN  FUTURES 


WHEAT 

HoseE/Q 


BARLEY 

(cteet/t) 


Jan - 12230  Jan - 11400 

Mar - 125.15  Mar _ —  1 (6J0 

May _  127.15  May - -  118.40 

Jul  -. _ _ _  129.10  Sep _ 10925 

Sep _  11300  NOV - 1 11.00 

volume:  2M  volume:  42 


POTATO  (E/fl 

Mar - 

Apr - 

May - 


Open  Close 

......  _  unq  2700 

_  240.0  241J 

_ Unq  2753 

Volume:  27 


RUBBER  (No  1  RSS  Of  p/k) 
Jan - J  06. 78- (0725 

BIFFEX  (GNI  UdSIWpt) 


Base  Rates  Clearing  Banks  6%  Finance  Hr  7 

Discount  Martel  Loans:  O /night  high:  6’.  Low 61*  Week  Axed:  6"o 

Treasury  Bills  (DisfcBuy  2  mill  611* :  3  mth  b>. .  Sell:  2  mill  6*0 :  3  mth:  6*>*. 

1  mth  2  mth  3  mth  6  mlh  12  mth 
Prime  Bank  BiHs  (Du):  fiuu-t>"n  AVA’..  6%  .-<>’•  6‘irA’u 
Stating  Money  Rates:  6ne4nu  6no-6n»i  VrV»  0V61, 

Interbank:  W»  6,,irtS,u 

Overnight  open  6‘j.  clow  6<j . 

Local  Authority  Deps  O'*  n/a  &'»  6*»  6% 

Sterling  CDs  ffr6V  VrV*.  6W»  bV6%  b'rb'a 

DoOarCDs  5-68  n/a  5.60  5.45  5.40 


EUHOPEANMONEYDEPOSITS  <%) 


MEAT  A  LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

Average  raisnxk  prices  at  represcnnitec 
markets  on  DtcemDer  2J 
tp/kgNri  Pie  Sheep  Cattle 


Feb  _ Z 

I7SJ5-7SJ0 

May  I59J5-59.75 

High 

i£W 

Close 

Currency 

7  day 

1  rath 

3  mth 

6  mth 

Call 

Mai  — 

I6BJSO-M0Q 

Vol:  26S79 

Jan  96 

FCb  96 

1595 

1990 

1598 

1570 

Dollar: 

6V55 

r^s% 

5V5‘» 

55-45 

BRENT  (btopn) 

Mar  96 

_ 

_ 

1547 

DetdsdKBarfc 

45-4 

4V31. 

3V.V. 

3vy. 

4V35 

Feb  • — 

.  itjB-itja 

May  —  17.08  BID 

Apr  96 

— 

— 

153? 

French  Frame 

5'M5 

SV5 

5%-55 

S'rtff. 

frl'i 

Mar  — 

.  17.78-17^0 

Jul - 16.70  SLR 

vol  IS  MS 

Open  inteiKt  Jt*> 

Suits  Franc 

2'r2 

r^2% 

2-1% 

I'V'V 

2-1 

Apr  — 

17.41  SLR 

Vd:  23317  1 

Index  1618  -s 

Yens 

‘i-5 

'»■%• 

V. 

V'» 

nia 

GB. - 

111.11 

1Z2.II 

123.9) 

(Widal)  P’ctone  prry  toff! 

LONDON  METAL  EXCHANGE 

Rudolf  Wolff 

111.16 

123.43 

122-W 

Copper  Gde  A  tS/tonnci _ 

Cash:  28500-28520 

3utk  a»9 026900 

Vol:  I51SWCI 

.  -5J8 

+7.46 

*i2» 

Lead  15/iwme)  - - - - 

719.00-72000 

-530 

-230 

Zinc  Spec  HI  Ode  ts/ronna  ~ 

1OOT0- ICO03 

IO330IO340 

II6J67 

127.72 

Tin  ll/ionnei  — _ - 

6240062500 

6270062800 

23160 

.  +733 

Aluminium  Hf  Gile  [J /forme) 

16740-16710 

«.! . . . 

.  -650 

-30  0 

+210 

Nickel  ts/ronnd - 

8060040100 

ai«0sa»0 

OTObjniONS 


GOLP/PRECK3US  METALS  (NM  Rcrthschfld). 

Bnmoic  Open  S38730-387.90  Ctoae  S387 .10-387.40  High:  S3a7.7O-3fW.0D 
Low-.S38b.80-387.IO  AM:  $387  35  PM:  S38705 
Krugerrand-  S3S5.S3387.JO  024730-248^0) 

Platinum:  *405.75  (L260.751  Silver.  S5. tb  IL33Q5)  Palbdunr  SI 30.75  (L84J05) 
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Can* 
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1  5  8 
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1?,  28  3b’, 

)  It  IS 
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6  2?<  32 
Sl-r  03  714 
144  31  42*, 
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S4  164  22 
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3  12  20 

344  3 V:  484 
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11  214  274 
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3  194  244 
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STERUNG  SPOT  AND  FORWARD  RATES 
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24 
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34 
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6 

Iff/ 
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21 
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27 

15 

3 

6 
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Hanson _ »i 

(-1924  211 
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nudmm.  wi 
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(7W.I  JW 
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voda/one.  220 
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Mia  Rales  for  Dec  37 

Amsterdam - 

Brussels - 

Copenhagen - 

Dublin - - - 

Frankfurt - 

Lisbon - - 

Madrid-. - 

Milan -  i 

Montreal - 

New  Yam - 

Oslo _ 

parts - 

Stockholm -  I 

Tokyo - - — 

Vienna -  I 

Zurich - 


2.4888-2. 5026 
45Jj5-45.95 
8.6040-8.6670 
0.9667-0. 9696 
2.2230-X3326 
232.5023180 

246i5O«7420 
2.1 122-2.1229 
1 .5528-1 -560b 
9.8 1000.87 10 
7  62007^790 
I  CiJSOO  10-1760 
159.2tM60.43 
15.6390-1 5.7340 
1. 7919-1. 8C07 


dose  I  month  3  month 

2.4W-15001  ’r'/pr  IVl'.pr 

4583N5  93  I3-8pr  3>25pr 

SA27MA490  IVr'ipr  3V3pr 

a96W«.9W4  9-epr  25-20pr 

2J29fr-2iJ26  IVl'.pr 

23300233  63  30-47(15  II3-I570S 

1 8928- 189 J7  42-52d5  I24-141HS 

2462.60-2466.60  OlOdS  23-2505 

2.1 198-2.1228  O.17-009PT  OJiOJIpr 

I-5596-I.5606  ail-CUWpr  0-33-0  JOpr 

9.85609.8710  V.pr  S'l-Z'-pr 

7.6660-7.6790  l-'.JW  2'/-24pr 

10-3500- 10 J730  V.ds  V-tlS 

160 17-160.43  l-Apr  zvjvpr 

150950-15.7220  V.pr  l-'.pr 

l  .79(0-1 .7991  V.pr  2-1  tyr 

Prtiaium  •  pr.  Discount  -  tts. 


FT-SE  INDEX  WW 
3550  3oCO  3650  3700  37SO  3#» 


Otthl  M(t-  leO  134  %•>  374  Iff,  244  314 

(Vbfl  SEW  3  12  21  49.  514  564 

Ladbrete  140  io>,  »  25  5  iff.-  i?, 

r!5t»  160  74  114  J6*/  15 '/  22  IV- 

Ltd  BBC  -  210  234  274  30.  34  9  II': 
MPM  260  114  Iff,  2D  II  IB1;  21 

December  27, 1995  Tat  <a»  Cat  4957 
Put  -UJ9  FT-SE  CalL-  I5n  Pod:  12*7 
“Underlying  stcmHy  price- 
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Insurers  at  premium  prices 

_ induxtrv  suffers  from 


i  The  mdustty  suffers  from 

IF  life  insurance  companies  were  rated  solely  ud 1  con^^  ovaroanning  in  the  in- 
on  their  financial  iwformance.  the  sector  la4_  0f  new  premiums  means 

would  have  had  a  miserable  yarn.  New  bus-  “  dng  £»  **  n^en® 

ness  figures  were  appallmg  m  1995.  in  part  a  thatmany^^  rents  in  the  Oty  of 

legacy  of  the  pensions  mis-sefling  srandal.  to  pay  ^  ^  opportunity  to  cut 


UUVlIUi  WJ  ■■  U  ~  fmM 

vices  industry  in  the  late  1980s.  However,  fife 
insurance  shares  sparkled  over  foe  past  year 
and  only  the  most  optimistic  would  attribute 
that  to  hopes  of  a  recovery  in  new  business. 

■  Rumours  of  takeovers  caused  foe  sector  to 
outperform  dramatically,  with  Legal  Sc  Gener¬ 
al  shares  gaining  60  per  cent  in  the  hope  that  a 
foreign  insurer  such  as  Germany^  Allianz 
might  launch  a  bid.  At  current  price  levels. 
Legal  &  General  looks  secure  but  die  fife 
industry  as  a  whole  looks  set  for  upheaval. 
Most  of  foe  activity  will  take  place  among  mut- 


poUcyholdeFS  S 

EJeanwhile,  the  expectation  is  growing Jhat 
larger  mutuals,  such  as  Scottish  Amicable 
SSnoS*  IMtau  may  seize  the  oppor- 
n^ty  rfabufi market  to  float 
to  expand  by  acquisition  or  to  raise  capital 
Without  coercion  from  a  Government  keen 

to  erSSraSprivate 

business  is  unlikely  to  boiro 

and  life  companies  will  shed  blood  in  me 

coming  year. 


Japan 


HOPES  of  economic  recov¬ 
ery  in  Japan  sent  foe  Nikkei 
225  stock  average  to  its 
highest  level  for  14  months. 
At  moil,  foe  index  has 
gained  more  than  a  third  in 
vaiae  since  its  low  point  in 
July  in  the  expectation  that 
shares  may  finally  be  break¬ 
ing  out  of  a  bear  market  that 
has  lasted  for  six  years. 

Recent  economic  indica¬ 
tors  suggest  Japan's  negligi¬ 
ble  growth  trend  may  be 
about  to  move  up  a  tick. 
Industrial  production  rose 
13  per  cent  in  November, 
well  ahead  of  expectations 
but  signs  that  foe  wheels  are 
turning  fester  coincide  with 
worsening  unemployment 
which  reached  a  new  high  of 
3.4  per  cent  last  month.  The 
dole  queue  is  a  new  experi¬ 
ence  for  foe  Japanese;  wors¬ 
ening  unemployment 
signals  a  shift  in  attitudes  in 


A  WELCOME  aspect  of  BP'S 
Algerian  deal  is  that  it  is 
about  development,  not  explo¬ 
ration.  The  licence  area  form¬ 
ing  part  of  the  production- 
sharing  contract  with 
Sonatrach,  the  Algerian  state 
oil  company,  contains  known 
gas  reserves  and  only  a  rela¬ 
tively  small  area  involves  new 
exploration.  Most  of  the  $100 
million  that  BP  is  investing  in 
the  early  stages  of  foe  work 
will  be  appraisal  of  existing 
gasfields  using  three-dimen¬ 
sional  seismic  surveys. 

Major  oil  companies  are 
shying  away  from  wildcat 
exploration  which  ever  more 
frequently  involves  invest¬ 
ment  in  remote;  politically 
unstable  areas  or  in  deep 
water.  Operating  in  such 
regions  is  expensive  and  foe 
cost  of  drilling  wells  that  may 
turn  out  dry  outweighs  the 
potential  reward  of  striking 
oil  when  most  companies 
now  budget  their  exploration 
at  oil  prices  of  $12-$16  per 
barrel. 
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the  boardroom  where  a  pref¬ 
erence  for  consensus  man¬ 
agement  has  previously 
loaded  foe  burden  of  reces¬ 
sion  on  shareholders  rather 
than  staff. 

For  investors  who  have 
seen  corporate  profits  in 
Japan  slump  by  almost  80 
per  cent  over  the  past  five 
years,  signs  that  bosses  are 
prepared  to  do  the  hitherto 


unthinkable  is  welcome.  Jap¬ 
anese  institutions  have  te 
mained  on  the  sidelines 
during  The  Nikkei’s  recent 
surge  which  was  led  by 
overseas  investors-  How¬ 
ever,  the  fall  in  the  yen  and 
low  interest  rates  could  per¬ 
suade  the  domestic  investors 
to  move  their  money  out  of 
tow-yielding  cash  and  bonds 
in  foe  new  year. 


The  risks  for  Bps  involve¬ 
ment  in  Algeria  are  political 
—  foe  country  has  been 
embroiled  in  rivil  war  for 
four  years  ~  rather  than 
commercial,  but  the  com¬ 
pany  has  negotiated  a  deal 
that  gives  it  30  per  cent  of  foe 
profits  from  foe  sale  of  gas. 
almost  double  foe  going  rate 
from  typical  production  shar¬ 
ing  contracts.  An  added 
bonus  is  BPS  marketing  joint 
venture  with  Sonatrach 
whfoh  will  give  h  an  entrte  to 
the  continental  gas  market  as 
pressure  increases  to  free  up 
the  European  gas  market 


utive  Jurek  Piasedti,  it  has 
become  a  very  different  out¬ 
fit  In  foe  past  year.  Gold¬ 
smiths  has  grown  from  half 
of  Signet's  market  worth  to 
almost  overtaking  it  in  size. 
Not  surprisingly.  Gold¬ 
smiths  is  now  keen  to  get  its 
hands  on  some  of  Signet's 
tarnished  treasure  trove  of 
outlets. 

Although  Goldsmiths 
moves  from  strength  to 
strength,  as  yesterday's 
sparkling  Christmas  trade 
figures  demonstrate.  Signet 
is  refusing  to  cooperate.  Mr 
Piasedti  is  seeking  indepen¬ 
dent  retailers  wilhng  to  sell 


flnlricmithc  “P* 1,01  growth  by  this  route 

uUlUMUUIla  will  be  slow.  Goldsmiths 


IT  WAS  Gerald  Rattier  who 
memorably  informed  the 
public  that  in  the  jewdlry 
business  all  that  glitters  is  not 
gold.  His  business  has  since 
gone  sour,  as  if  to  prove  foe 
point,  and  even  now,  re¬ 
named  Signet  the  company 
is  still  struggling. 

Rival  Goldsmiths  also  had 
a  rough  ride  through  the  re* 
cession  but  under  chief  exec- 


hopes  lie  in  a  less  than  merry 
Christmas  for  Signet  and 
pressure  from  the  company's 
already  unhappy  US  institu¬ 
tional  shareholders  forcing  a 
sale.  Without  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  further  rapid  expan¬ 
sion  the  shares,  standing  at 
16  times  1995  earnings,  are 
already  fully  vahied. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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Supermarkets 

may  plug  into 
power  sales 


Bi  Ross  T;eman,  industrial  corresponoeivt 

CONSUMERS  could  huy  of  use  in  ihe  electricity  mar- 
tbeir  gas  and  electricity  ar  kei."  Professor  Linlechild  said, 
supermarket  checkouts  in  “1  think  all  of  the  major  chains 
little  more  than  two  years'  are  aware  that  there  will  be  a 


two  years' 
time,  when  competition  to 
supply  households  will  be 
allowed  nationally. 

Stephen  Littlechild.  the  elec¬ 
tricity  regulator,  said  many 
retail  groups  were  examining 
the  feasibility  of  entering  the 
market  after  the  removal  of 
local  monopolies  enjoyed  by 
regional  supply  companies. 
The  gas  and  electricity  mar¬ 
kets  must  be  fully  deregulated 
by  April  1998. 

This  will  open  up  a  market 
of  20  million  households 
worth  £8  billion  a  year.  With 
grocery  returns  under  pres¬ 
sure  from  a  price  war.  super¬ 
market  bosses  hope  that 
selling  utility  services  could 
provide  a  new  source  of  prof¬ 
its.  “All  of  these  chains  realise 
that  they  have  strengths  and 
the  resources  which  could  be 


Sterling’s 
Far  East 
surge  lifts 
shares 

By  Janet  Bush 
economics 

CORRESPONDENT 

A  SUDDEN  spurt  by  the 
pound  in  Far  Eastern  map 
kets  perked  up  both 
shares  and  bonds  in 
London  yesterday,  but 
dealers  said  that  not  too 
much  should  be  read  into 
this  outbreak  of  optimism 
in  dun,  holiday  trading. 

The  pound  jumped  on 
its  index  against  a  basket 
of  currencies,  ending  the 
day  at  83.6.  up  from  83.0 
before  Christmas.  It  added 
more  than  a  pfennig 
against  the  mark  to 
DMZZ330  in  late  trading 
and  was  nearly  two  cents 
up  on  the  dollar,  which 
was  quoted  at  $13602  to 
the  pound. 

Most  of  this  sharp  up¬ 
ward  movement  came 
overnight  before  the 
London  market  opened.  In 
Singapore,  there  were 
varying  rumours  of  specu¬ 
lative  buying  by  Middle 
Eastern  traders,  Swiss- 
based  funds  and  an  Ameri¬ 
can  hedge  fund. 

Traders  in  London  said 
that  the  extra  interest  in 
sterling  may  be  tied  to  the 
start  on  January  2  of  the 
new  gilt  repo  market  in 
London.  This  will  enable 
investors  to  lend  gilt-edged 
■  stock  in  return  for  cash, 
which  can  then  be  used  to 
finance  other  kinds  of 
trading.  Analysts  believe 
dial  there  will  be  strong 
interest  in  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  the  new  market, 
which  should  increase  de¬ 
mand  for  sterling. 

Gilts  yesterday  rallied 
by  as  much  as  a  full  point 
in  reaction  to  sterling's  rise 
and  to  stronger  bonds 
overseas,  but  again,  trad¬ 
ers  said  that  trading  was 
very  thin  and  that  move¬ 
ments  were  therefore 
exaggerated. 

The  gilt  market  is  wait¬ 
ing  for  today's  announce¬ 
ment  by  the  Bank  of 
England  of  its  schedule  for 
forthcoming  gilt  auctions. 
There  will  also  be  interest 
in  today's  publication  of 
minutes  of  the  November 
monetary  meeting  be¬ 
tween  Kennedi  Clarke,  the 
Chancellor,  and  Eddie 
George,  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  since 
when  base  rates  have  been 
cut  by  a  quarter  point 
On  the  stock  market,  the 
FT-SE  TOO  index  closed  18.1 
points  higher,  at  3^76.4, 
just  a  few  points  below  its 
aD-ri me  dosing  high. 


possibility  there  which  doesn’t 
exist  at  the  moment."  Many 
have  already  made  their  inter¬ 
est  plain  to  Offer,  the  electric¬ 
ity  regulatory  body,  he  said. 

Leading  retailers  are  well 
aware  of  the  structural 
changes  taking  place  in  power 
markets,  and  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  looming,  because  they  are 
among  the  chief  beneficiaries 
of  the  partial  opening  to 
competition  that  has  already 
taken  place. 

Store  chains  that  used  to 
receive  hundreds  of  bills  from 
separate  state-owned  electric¬ 
ity  boards  are  now  able  to  buy 
aU  their  power  from  a  single 
private  sector  supplier,  select¬ 
ed  through  a  competitive  bid¬ 
ding  process  that  has  yielded 
savings  of  30  per  cent  or  more. 

No  new  wires  or  pipes 
would  be  needed.  Retailers 
would  simply  use  their  pur¬ 
chasing  power  to  increase  the 
amount  of  energy  they  buy  in 
bulk  at  a  discount  Energy  not 
used  in  their  own  premises 
could  be  sold  on  to  consumers, 
with  the  retailer  paying  a  fee 
for  carriage  to  the  relevant 
power  distribution  or  gas 
pipeline  company.  Changing 
supplier  would  require  little 
more  effort  by  the  consumer 
than  signing  the  contract. 

According  to  the  regulator, 
many  chain  stores  are  well 
placed  to  sell  electricity  in  the 
competitive  consumer  mar¬ 
kets  now  being  created.  They 
have  the  confidence  of  their 
customers  that  they  provide 
good  value  for  money.  They 
are  expert  at  driving  a  hard 
bargain  with  suppliers  and 
passing  the  benefit  on  to 
consumers,  trading  large  vol¬ 
umes  on  slim  profit  margins. 

And  many  now  have  their 
own  credit  cards,  providing 


them  with  knowledge  of 
customers'  credit  worthiness, 
and  with  the  staff  and  systems 
to  handle  billing  and  pay¬ 
ments.  Some  oil  and  gas 
companies  setting  up  to  com¬ 
pete  with  British  Gas  for 
household  customers  when 
competitive  trials  begin  in 
April  1996  also  see  store 
groups  as  probable  com¬ 
petitors.  The  dangers  of  the 
looming  free-for-all,  in  which 
commodity  energy  products 
are  sold  on  price,  as  well  as 
service,  have  not  been  lost  on 
British  Gas. 

With  its  own  franchise 
under  threat,  and  a  growing 
expectation  that  customers 
will  favour  a  single  supplier, 
the  company  has  already  app¬ 
lied  for  a  licence  to  trade  in 
electricity  with  a  view  to 
offering  power  to  household 
customers  as  well  as  gas. 

Professor  Littlechild  said:  “I 
think  at  some  stage  we  will  see 
some  of  the  supermarkets  and 
some  of  the  chain  stores 
saying  ‘Look,  we  offer  the 
facilities  for  people  to  buy 
food,  groceries  and  also  cloth¬ 
ing  in  our  stores.  Why  not 
offer  the  possibility  of  buying 
gas,  electricity  and  water?* 
They  will  be  looking  for  ways 
to  do  that*." 

Some  might  choose  to  work 
with  an  existing  electricity 
supplier,  he  said.  These  could 
include  an  electricity  genera¬ 
tor.  or  a  regional  power  com¬ 
pany  anxious  to  extend 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  its 
existing  franchise,  he  said. 

The  store  groups  have  had 
some  talks  with  Offer.  They 
are  likely  to  get  a  warm 
reaction  if  they  deride  to  seek 
supply  licences.  "There  are 
opportunities  for  people  with 
different  kinds  of  back¬ 
grounds  and  resources  to 
move  into  this  market,  and  I 
want  to  encourage  that."  Pro¬ 
fessor  Littlechild  said. 


Jurek  Piasecki,  who  says  growth  has  been  achieved  without  discounting  and  that  options  are  still  open  on  acquisitions 

Glad  tidings  from  Goldsmiths 


ByAiasdair  Murray 


GOLDSMITHS,  the  jew¬ 
ellery  company,  enjoyed  a 
sparkling  Christmas,  posting 
a  16  per  cent  rise  in  sales  to 
Christmas  Eve. 

Like-foHfice  sales  rose  8.7 
per  cent  in  December,  while 
over  the  H  months  to  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  total  sales  increased  by 
18.8  per  cent  and  like-fa r-like 
sales  rose  7.7  per.  Shares 
dosed  up  2p  at  227 p. 

Jurek  Piasecki.  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  that  the  growth  had 
been  achieved  without  dis¬ 
counting  and  that  margins 
had  risen  slightly  across  the 


year.  The  results  are  likely  to 
increase  the  pressure  on  Sig¬ 
net,  formerly  Rainers  and 
struggling  rivals. 

Mr  Piasecki  said  Gold¬ 
smiths  was  still  interested  in 
making  a  bid  for  Ernest  Jones 
or  H  Samuel,  which  are 
owned  by  Signet,  but  that 
Signet  was  reluctant  to  enter 
into  discussions.  Goldsmiths 
is  believed  to  have  offered 
£250  million  for  the  subsidiar¬ 
ies  with  the  backing  of  ven¬ 
ture  capital  funds. 

Goldsmiths,  founded  in 
1778.  has  199  branches  under 


the  Goldsmiths  and  Walker 
and  Hall  banners.  It  is  the 
UK's  largest  distributor  of 
Rolex.  Cartier.  Ebel  and  Ome¬ 
ga  watches,  but  has  concen¬ 
trated  in  recent  years  on 
improving  sales  in  higher- 
margin  gold  and  diamond 
jewellery.  Last  year’s  profits 
were  £3.2  million  and  analysts 
are  forecasting  about  £4.2 
million  this  year. 

Goldsmiths'  figures  are 
likely  to  provide  post-Christ¬ 
mas  cheer  for  the  City,  which 
is  looking  for  a  strong  show¬ 
ing  from  the  retail  sector  after 


a  poor  autumn  performance, 
with  companies  such  as 
Marks  &  Spencer  and 
Sainsbury  reporting  difficult 
trading  conditions. 

Early  information  suggests 
that  high  street  sales  have 
grown  by  between  6  per  cent 
and  9  per  cent  on  last  year. 
The  foil  extent  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  improvement  will  not  be 
known  until  companies  such 
as  Dixons.  Asda  and  Marks 
&  Spencer  unveil  their  trading 
statements. 

Temp  us.  page  24 
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Growth  doubt 

City  and  independent 
forecasiers  are  unanimous  in 
disputing  the  Government’s 
Budget  forecasts  for  3  per  cent 
growth  and  a  3.5  per  cent  rise 
in  consumer  spending  next 
year,  according  to  a 
comparison  of  predictions 
compiled  by  the  Treasury.  An 
average  of  43  outside 
forecasters  expects  growl h  of 
2.4  per  cent  and  consumer 
spending  of  no  more  dian  2.7 
percent.  Page 22 

Gas  hopes 

BP  shares  rose  lOp  to  545p 
after  the  oil  giant  announced 
a  deal  to  explore  for  and  to 
produce  gas  in  the  Sahara 
Desert  with  Sonatrach.  the 
Algerian  oil  and  gas 
company.  Page  23 


Hopes  of  payout  grow 
as  Forte  confirms  deal 


CITY  hopes  that  Forte  may 
offer  a  special  payout  to  share¬ 
holders  in  a  final  defence 
against  Granada  sharpened 
when  the  hotels  group  con¬ 
firmed  the  sale  of  its  read  side 
businesses  to  Whitbread  in  a 
£1.05  billion  deal. 

The  sale  would  leave  Forte 
with  gearing  of  about  9  per 
cent  —  a  level  from  which  it 
could  sustain  a  substantial 
dividend  to  shareholders.  Net 
proceeds  from  the  sale  are 
likely  to  exceed  E850  million. 

Expectations  are  growing 
among  analysis  that  Forte 
will  promise  a  package  of 
shareholder  giveaways  made 
possible  on  the  sale  of  the 
roadside  businesses,  which 
include  Little  Chef,  Happy 
Eater,  Welcome  Break  and 
Travelodge.  in  its  final  defence 
document  due  by  next 
Tuesday. 

The  price  struck  for  the 
businesses  topped  City  valua¬ 
tions  which  Forte  had  ear¬ 
marked  for  demerger  earlier 
this  month.  One  analyst  said: 
“This  move  will  be  hard  to 
beat  The  sale  implements 
action  identified  fay  Granada 
and  massively  reduces  debt" 


By  Christine  Buckley 

Under  takeover  rules.  Sir 
Rocco  Forte,  chairman,  could 
not  comment  on  the  contents 
of  the  defence  document.  He 
said  the  sale  would  leave  the 
company  better  placed  to  fo¬ 
cus  its  resources.  “We  will  be 
purely  a  hotels  group  and  well 
placed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
upturn  in  the  market." 

The  move  switched  the  spot¬ 
light  to  Granada  amid  a 
growing  belief  that  it  would 
not  raise  its  £3-3  billion  unwel¬ 
come  bid.  Pressure  is  on  the 


leisure  group  to  lift  its  offer. 
Gerry  Robinson,  Granada's 
chief  executive,  said:  "Forte’s 
break-up  plan  is  an  admission 
of  its  management's  failure  to 
obtain  a  reasonable  return  on 
its  assets." The  sale  also  marks 
a  big  step  for  Whitbread  in  its 
shift  from  its  traditional  brew¬ 
ing  base.  However,  Peter  Jar¬ 
vis,  chief  executive,  denied  ft 
was  moving  to  pull  out  of 
brewing  altogether. 

Pennington,  page  23 


Job  fears  ‘hitting 
economic  growth’ 

By  Phiup  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


Sir  Rocco,  left  with  Peter  Jarvis  after  the  sale  was  confirmed 


WIDESPREAD  job  insecurity 
is  now  a  brake  on  economic 
growth  and  hampering  the 
Government’s  electoral  pros¬ 
pects,  new  poll  evidence  sug¬ 
gests  today. 

The  findings  of  the  Harris 
poll,  suggesting  most  people 
believe  their  job  is  likely  to  be 
less  secure  in  the  coming  year, 
specifically  shows  that  "both 
the  housing  market  and  con¬ 
sumer  spending  are  likely  to 
be  hit  by  concern  about 
employment. 

The  poll,  conducted  for  the 
TUC,  shows  that  52  per  cent  of 
employees  in  Britain  expect 
their  jobs  to  be  less  secure  in 
the  coming  year.  Job  insecuri¬ 
ty  affects  all  age  groups,  but 
especially  those  aged  35-44. 
and  all  social  classes,  with 
concern  greatest  in  the  highest 
social  AB  classes. 

The  findings  suggest  thai 
key  groups  of  voters  —  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  battleground  of 
so-called  Middle  England  that 
tile  Conservatives  and  the 
Labour  Party  will  contest  ex¬ 
tensively  at  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  —  are  nervous  about  theft- 
own  jobs  and  so  not  feeling 
good  about  the  economy. 


Three-quarters  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  sample  of  675  em¬ 
ployees,  questioned  by  phone 
between  December  15  and 
December  17,  expea  to  be  put 
under  more  pressure  at  work. 
Again,  pressure  is  felt  most 
strongly  among  the  middle- 
aged  and  the  AB  social  classes. 

In  each  case,  people  living  in 
London,  another  key  election 
battleground,  feel  insecurity  at 
work  most  strongly. 

John  Monks,  TUC  General 
Secretary,  said:  “These  are  key 
groups  which  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  must  win  over  before  the 
next  election,  but  their  pro¬ 
gramme  to  scrap  basic  rights 
at  work  is  doing  the  opposite." 

The  survey  suggests  that  job 
insecurity  is  feeding  directly 
through  into  people’s  main 
economic  decisions. 

Questioned  about  their  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  their  own 
or  their  family’s  employment 
position,  as  many  as  73  per 
cent  of  those  surveyed  said  it 
would  make  them  less  likely 
even  to  consider  moving 
house. 

Three-fifths  said  that  it  would 
restrict  them  from  making  ma¬ 
jor  household  purchases. 


Fisons  chief  executive  wins  £2.5m  payoff 


f 


ByAlasdair  Murray 

STUART  WALLIS,  the  departing  dlief 
executive  of  Fisons,  the  pharmaceutical 
company,  has  negotiated  a  LL5  million 
payoff  from  its  new  owner,  the  French- 
controlled  RhQn e-Poulenc  Rarer. 

Mr  Wallis,  50,  has  also  been  ap¬ 
proached  by  several  companies  seek¬ 
ing  his  services  and  is  currently 
considering  an  offer  to  be  the  non¬ 
executive  chairman  of  a  service  sector 


company  looking  to  float  in  the  next 
three  years.  Mr  Wallis  is  also  believed 
to  be  seeking  other  directorships. 

The  bulk  of  the  payoff  package 
comes  from  880,000  share  options 
granted  in  November  1994  at  12bp. 
whibh,  when  sold  at  the  bid  price  of 
265p,  will  yield  a  profit  of  £1.2  million. 

Mr  Wallis  also  receives  two  years’ 
pay  and  a  bonus,  based  on  the 
performance  of  Fisons  shares,  worth 
about  £740.000.  His  annual  salary 


immediately  before  Rhone-Poulenc 
Rorert  bid  was  £315,000.  Mr  Wallis  is 
eligible  to  draw  a  pension  worth  about 
£45.000  as  soon  as  he  departs,  even 
though  he  served  only  16  months  with 
Fisons.  The  total  pension  package  is 
believed  to  be  worth  about  £600,000. 

Fison  has  a  history  of  big  payoffs, 
which  have  been  criticised  by  the  City 
as  unrelated  to  performance.  Cedric 
Scroggs,  the  former  chief  executive, 
who  was  sacked  in  1993,  received  a 


total  payoff  worth  £750,000.  However, 
Mr  Wallis  is  facing  no  such  criticism; 
under  his  leadership,  the  market  worth 
of  Fisons  has  risen  from  E740  million  to 
E1.83  billion,  the  price  paid  by  Rhune- 
Poulenc  Rorer  earlier  this  year.  When 
Mr  Wallis  joined  in  1994,  the  share 
price  was  near  a  tentyear  low  of  lOS^  p. 
having  fallen  from  more  than  500p 
since  1991.  Mr  Wallis's  strategy  of 
selling  non-core  operations  revitalised 
the  stock  market  value  of  Fisons. 


action  pack 


If  you  have  a  maturing  TESSA,  or  you  wish 
to  take  out  a  new  TESSA,  this  is 
essential  reading; 


what  are  the 


how  to  make 
your  decision 

step  by  step  guide 

For  a  FREE  copy  of  the  TESSA  action  pack, 
simply  complete  and  return  the  coupon  below. 

Hargmtm  Imsdown 


by 

Hargreaves  Lansdown  Asset  Management  Ltd 

Kendal  House,  4  Brighton  Mews,  Clifton,  Bristol,  BS8  2NX 

Please  send  me  Um  TESSA  action  pack 

Ii  would  help  us  produce  Ok  ngbi  anion  pack,  if  yon  could  inform 
us  of  year  age  band 

(Please  tick  reievsm  bra) 

□  under  50  O  50s  O  60s  Q  70+ 

n 

m 

Name  (Mr^Mns/Miss): . . . 

Address. . . .  t 

. Postcode . 

Tel:  01 17 -988 -9880 

(Weekdays  9 -5pm) 
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□  Make  or  break  time  for  Granada  □  Writing  on  the  wall  for  the  publishers  □  A  snowstorm  of  housing  forecasts 


□  THERE  have  been  a  fair  few 
Christmases  ruined  by  the  week¬ 
end’s  untimely  leak  of  Whit¬ 
bread's  purchase  of  the  vulgar 
roadside  and  motorway  catering 
bits  of  Forte,  which  would  leave 
Sir  Rocco  to  run  his  decidedly 
upmarket  hotels. 

Forte’s  advisers  have  been 
scampering  around  trying  to 
present  the  deal  as  a  favourable 
one,  even  if  the  timing  was  forced 
on  the  company  by  the  Granada 
bid.  Granada  have  been  well  and 
truly  taken  unawares  by  the 
speed  of  the  Whitbread  strike. 

Shareholders  should  be 
pleased,  because  the  news  has 
clarified  the  position  wonder¬ 
fully.  If  the  Granada  offer  or  a 
higher  cme  succeeds,  then  the 
Whitbread  purchase  is  off.  Inves¬ 
tors  can  therefore  take  whatever 
mix  and  match  of  Granada  cash 
and  shares  they  care  for  or  are 
allowed,  that  mix  deciding 
whether  they  back  Gerry  Robin¬ 
son  and  his  team’s  skills  in 
running  the  enlarged  Forte 
group  better  than  the  incum¬ 
bents,  led  by  Sir  Rocco. 

If  Granada  fails.  Forte 
shareholders  are  left  with  equity 
in  a  pure  hotels  group  owning 
some  of  the  better  brands  and 
with  no  debt.  Added  credibility 
would  be  gained  by  the  para¬ 
chuting  in  from  outside  of  a  new 
chief  executive  not  connected 
with  the  Forte  family. 

Forte  is  getting  a  headline 


Forte’s  lightning  roadside  break 


figure  of  EI.05  billion,  but  this 
sum  will  drop  to  below  El  billion 
once  various  loose  ends  have 
been  tied  up,  including  buying 
out  minority  holders  in  some  m 
the  businesses  and  sorting  out 
those  premises  held  on  sale  and 
leaseback. 

Less  than  £100  million  will  be 
payable  in  tax.  and  the  resulting 
cash  would  cut  borrowings  to 
just  £250  million  and  leave 
gearing  below  10  per  cent  Fur¬ 
ther  tidying  up  —  disposing  of 
the  Savoy  stake,  worth  £220 
million,  and  the  eventual  sale  of 
White  Hart  hotels  worth  app¬ 
roaching  £100  million  —  would 
then  wipe  out  debt. 

If  only  h  were  that  simple. 
There  is.  alas,  the  small  matter  of 
the  Danegeld  that  Forte  will 
have  to  pay  in  the  form  of  special 
dividends,  share  buybacks  or 
other  bribes  to  its  own  share¬ 
holders  to  keep  them  loyal.  These 
have  so  far  only  been  whispered 
but  must  be  quantified  in  the 
next  Forte  document,  expected 
on  Tuesday,  the  first  working 
day  of  1996. 

City  institutions,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  want  some  of  those 
proceeds  of  sale  diverted  their 


way,  and  they  should  remember 
to  thank  die  Granada  camp  who 
forced  the  action  upon  Sir  Rocco. 
This  will  be  little  comfort  to 
Granada,  now  faced  with  the 
awkward  decision  of  how  much 
more  it  can  afford  to  pay. 

With  a  Forte  share  price  only 
just  ahead  of  the  terms  on  offer, 
the  indication  is  that  not  much 
more  will  be  on  offer.  After  its 
abrupt  share  price  decline  since 
the  bid  was  launched,  Granada 
is  desperate  not  to  be  seen  to 
overpay.  The  group  would  any¬ 
way  have  enormous  difficulty 
underwriting  a  bid  anywhere 
near  the  380p-a-share  area  now 
bring  dreamed  of  by  the  City. 

Sad  chapter  for 
the  book  trade 

□  IT  IS  getting  to  that  time  of  the 
year  when  one  can  start  spotting 
the  winners  and  losers  of  the 
Christmas  shopping  rush.  How¬ 
ever  the  jewellery  trade  may 
claim  to  be  doing,  the  reckoning 
is  that  one  of  the  losers  must  be 
the  book  trade. 

The  disintegration  of  the  Net 
Book  Agreement  this  autumn 


has  not  been  the  swift  stimulus 
that  was  meant  to  halt  the  long 
decline  of  book  sales. 

The  first  warning  came  a 
fortnight  ago,  when  as  part  of 
Pearson’s  raft  of  bad  news  the 
venerable  Penguin  imprint  said 
times  were  pretty  rotten  in  the 
bookshops,  blaming  the  trend 
towards  lower  retail  margins. 
That  was  started,  of  course,  by 
the  disappearance  of  the  NBA. 

Enthusiasts  for  doing  away 
with  the  old  price-fixing  agree¬ 
ment  had  suggested  that  its 
abolition  woula  pave  the  way  for 
a  renaissance  for  the  book  trade. 
Consumers  who  balked  at  pay¬ 
ing  up  to  £20  for  an  item  they 
might  consume  in  an  evening 
would  be  encouraged  by  lower 
prices.  Others,  drawn  into  die 


shops  by  the  bargains  on  offer, 
would  be  newly  cot  verted  to  the 
pleasures  of  the  written  word. 

It  didn’t  happen.  As  little  as  5 
per  cent  of  publishers'  lists  of 
new  bodes  are  discounted,  no¬ 
where  near  enough  to  create  a 
sea  change  in  public  perceptions. 
Plenty  of  copies  of  Delia  Smith 
and  her  ilk  walked  off  the 
shelves,  but  at  prices  that  offered 
little  real  profit  for  seller  or 
publisher  alike  —  the  saintly 
Delia  is  going  for  half  price,  for 
example.  If  anything,  such  bar¬ 
gain  hunting  may  have  drawn 
customers  away  from  the  full- 
priced  titles. 

Other  factors  have  exacer¬ 
bated  the  trade’s  problems.  Stock 
levels  have  been  falling  for  years, 
to  the  extent  that  one  can  no 
longer  expect  to  walk  into  a 
decent  bookshop  and  find  the 
majority  of  the  oeuvre  of  any 
middle-ranking  novelist  on  dis¬ 
play.  This  trend  has  been  accel¬ 
erated  by  a  move  to  centralised 
buying  by  big  chains  such  as 
WH  Smith,  which  cuts  the  size  of 
orders  from  the  publishers. 

Firms  such  as  Penguin  are  to 
some  extent  protected  by  their 
range  of  classics,  but  the  shelf  life 


of  the  average  new  title  has  been 
falling,  and  payback  often  has  to 
come  within  the  year.  This  is  bad 
news  for  some  of  the  newer, 
pushier  breed  of  publishers,  the 
huge  majority  of  whose  lists  are 
now  effectively  fashion  items. 

Lies,  statistics  and 
house  prices 

□  WHEN  surveying  the  bliz¬ 
zard  of  surveys,  prognostications 
and  plain  guesses  on  the  state  of 
the  1996  housing  market  now  on 
display,  it  is  worth  keeping  two 
facts  firmly  in  mind. 

The  first  is  that  they  just  don't 
know*.  House  prices  are  harder 
to  forecast  than  virtually  any 
other  economic  statistic.  As  in 
sub-atomic  physics,  the  market 
is  weirdly  affected  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  observer,  and  one  of 
the  most  important  uncertainties 
is  the  expectation  among  house¬ 
owners  of  what  prices  will  do 
next 

The  second  is  that  they  all  have 
their  axes  to  grind.  The  mortgage 
providers  are  looking  for  2  per 
cent  inflation  (Halifax!  or  3  per 
cent  (Nationwide).  They  have 


their  own  reasons  for  puffing  the 
market,  but  such  lowly  forecasts 
do  nor  look  like  heralding  much 
of  a  boom.  If  the  Halifax  Is  right, 
and  City  forecasts  of  2.7  per  cent 
inflation  are  likewise,  then  own¬ 
ers  will  have  lost  money  again  in 
real  terms  on  their  homes.  Last 
year  the  Halifax  was  wrong,  a  2 
per  cent  forecast  rise  translating 
into  an  actual  I  per  cent  fall. 

The  Labour  Party  has  its  own 
reasons  for  piling  on  the  gloom. 
The  party  has  research  showing 
which  marginal  constituencies 
have  been  worst  hit  by  house 
price  fells,  and  it  will  be  out  there 
terrifying  potential  voters  in 
those  areas.  In  the  real  world, 
homes  by  the  end  of  1996  wfll  be 
just  as  habitable  as  at  the  start  of 
it,  given  a  little  wear  and  tear  — 
except  for  those  unfortunate 
souls  required  to  move,  but 
trapped  by  negative  equity. 

Troubl’at  t’millpond 

TROUBLE,  like  beauty,  is  in  the 
eye  of  the  beholder.  The  board- 
room  at  Yorkshire  Water  should 
indeed  be  in  uproar,  even  if 
standpipes  are  still  only  a  threat 
for  its  consumers.  But  plans  to 
find  a  new'  chairman  to  succeed 
Sir  Gordon  Jones,  a  youthful  70 
in  IS  months  time,  do  not  amount 
to  the  sort  of  corporate  blood¬ 
letting  critics  of  the  country's 
most  hated  water  company  had 
in  mind. 


BP  shares  soar  to  record 
after  $3.5bn  Algerian  deal 


Bv  Carl  Mortished 


Deal  gives  BP’S  Sir  David  Simon  a  foothold  in  gas  market 


BP  shares  raced  to  a  new  high 
yesterday  as  the  City  seized  the 
first  opportunity  to  assess  a 
$35  billion  gas  deal  clinched 
over  the  Christmas  weekend. 

The  shares  rose  (Op  to  545p 
after  the  oil  company  said  that 
the  agreement  with  Sona- 
trach.  the  Algerian  state  oil 
company,  to  develop  gas  re¬ 
serves  deep  in  the  Sahara,  will 
increase  BP’S  worldwide  gas 
production  by  30  per  cent. 

The  deal  with  Sonatrach 
also  gives  BP,  whose  chair¬ 
man  is  Sir  David  Simon,  a 
foothold  in  the  growing  Euro¬ 
pean  gas  market.  A  joint 
venture  company  will  sell 
some  10  billion  cubic  metres  of 
gas  per  year  into  Southern 
Europe  via  the  Transmed 
pipeline  into  Italy  and  another 
pipeline,  currently  under  con¬ 
struction,  will  transport  gas 
via  Morocco  into  Spain. 

John  Browne.  BP  explora¬ 
tion  director,  said  it  was  a 
landmark  agreement:  -It  is 
the  first  major  gas  joint  ven¬ 
ture.  a  foreign  company  has 
signed  with  Sonatrach.  the 
sole  gas  producer  in  Algerian 
for  the  past  30  years. 

“It  has  the  potential  to  open 
up  a  new  area  of  gas  produc¬ 
tion  in  Algeria  and,  from  the 
next  decade  onwards,  to  give 
European  consumers  greater 
choice  in  their  sources  of  gas 
supply." 

Oil  analysts  thought  the 


terms  of  the  production  and 
marketing  deal  was  largely 
favourable  to  BP.  The  British 
company  will  take  30  per  cent 
of  net  profit  after  expenses  of 
the  gas  sold.  Under  a  typical 
production  sharing  contract, 
the  foreign  oil  company  is 
likely  to  earn  15  per  cent  of  the 
net  profit. 

Political  risk  is  likely  to  be 
the  reason  for  the  higher  than 
normal  profit  share.  Algeria 
has  been  in  civil  war  since  the 
government  cancelled  elec¬ 
tions  in  1992  which  the  Islam¬ 
ist  opposition  were  expected  to 
win.  Since  then,  armed  oppo¬ 
sition  groups  have  waged  war 
against  the  Government  and 
have  targeted  foreigners,  kill¬ 
ing  two  pipeline  workers  last 
year. 

Both  the  Opposition  and  the 
Government  understand  the 
importance  of  oil  and  gas 
which  underpins  the  Algerian 
economy  and  makes  up  over 
90  per  cent  of  foreign  reve¬ 
nues.  In  April,  die  Govern¬ 
ment  cordoned  off  huge  areas 
of  the  desert  and  is  believed  to 
be  in  negotiations  with  other 
forcing  oil  companies,  includ¬ 
ing  Exxon. 

Sonatrach  already  exports 
some  30  billion  cubic  metres  of 
gas,  mainly  to  Italy  by  pipeline 
and  liquefied  gas  by  ship  to 
Spain,  France  and  Belgium. 
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Nabisco  fearful  of  priests’  crusade 


From  Richard  Thomson  in  new  york 


CAPITALISM  makes  strange 
bedfellows. 

RJR  Nabisco,  the  tobacco 
and  foods  conglomerate,  was 
beginning  to  think  it  may 
have  fought  off  the  assault  by 
two  of  America 's  most  feared 
corporate  raiders.  Carl  Icahn 
and  Bennet  LeBow.  The  two 
financiers  want  to  spin  off  the 


food  from  the  tobacco  inter¬ 
ests,  but  RJR  has  successfully 
stalled  their  resolution  in  the 
courts. 

Until,  that  is.  two  small 
groups  of  Roman  Catholic 
priests  popped  up  with  an 
independent  spin-off  proposal 
of  their  own.  The  priests  own 
a  total  of  980  shares  bat 


unfortunately  for  RJR.  their 
proposal  has  to  be  taken  just 
as  seriously  as  that  of  Icahn 
and  LeBow,  who  own  48  per 
cent  of  the  entire  company. 

The  priests  are  as  surprised 
as  anyone  at  (heir  new  role  as 
allies  of  two  such  red-blooded 
capitalists.  The  Rev  Michael 
Cosby,  a  member  of  the 


MORTGAGES 

NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  RATE 
VARIATION  ON  MORTGAGES 
FROM  BANK  OF  SCOTLAND 
BRANCHES 

The  following  interest  rate  will  apply  from 
10  January  1996  for  loans  not  yet  drawn  and 
from  the  first  payment  date  on  or  after  1  February  1996 
for  existing  Bank  of  Scotland  Branch  Customers. 

Home  Loan  Rate 
7.49%  per  annum 


pBAMorscmuro 

A  FRIEND  FOR  LIFE 


Head  Office:  The  Mound,  Edinburgh  EH1  1YZ. 


Interfaith  Center  on  Corpo¬ 
rate  Responsibility  and  a 
brother  of  the  Capuchin  Fran¬ 
ciscan  order  in  Milwaukee, 
said:  "If  a  celibate  can  use  the 
phrase,  sometimes  you  end  up 
with  strange  bed  partners." 

Mr  LeBow,  who  does  not 
wear  his  religious  convictions 
on  his  sleeve,  remarked:  “In¬ 
terest  in  an  immediate  spin¬ 
off  is  clearly  non- 
denom irrational."  Bat  while 
Mr  Icahn  and  Mr  LeBow 
want  the  spin-off  because  they 
smell  profits,  the  priests  sup¬ 
port  h  on  the  moral  grounds 
that  a  wicked  tobacco  com¬ 
pany  should  not  be  linked  to  a 
perfectly  good  food  company. 

RJR  has  had  to  take  this 
new  threat  seriously.  If  the 
Icahn-LeBow  resolution  fails 
against  the  company’s  legal 
challenge,  shareholders  will 
still  be  able  to  vote  on  the 
priests'  proposal  at  an  annual 
meeting  in  ApriL  RJR  has 
already  fired  off  a  complaint 
to  the  Securities  and  Ex¬ 
change  Commission  and  has 
tried '  unsuccessfully  to  per¬ 
suade  tire  priests  to  drop  their 
proposal. 

The  embattled  company 
senses  a  formidable  combina¬ 
tion  of  interests  it  may  not  be 
able  to  beat  “If  you're  a 
shareholder  with  a  heart, 
you’d  want  to  vote  with  the 
priests."  said  Sarah  Teslik. 
executive  director  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Institutional  Investors. 
“If  you’re  an  investor  with  a 
pocket-book,  you'd  want  to 
vote  with  LeBow  and  Icahn. 
RJK's  horse-trading  suggests 
they  are  scared  to  death  of  the 
spin-off  proposaL" 

It  would  be  ironic  if  RJR 
Nabisco,  once  die  target  of  the 
biggest  and  most  notorious 
management  buyout  of  all 
time,  was  finally  broken  up  by 
a  group  of  priests  who  disap¬ 
proved  of  smoking. 


Dispute  ends 
at  Tate  &  Lyle 
subsidiary 

THE  long-running  dispute 
over  working  conditions  at 
Staley.  Tate  &  Lyle’s  US 
subsidiary,  ended  yesterday 
after  union  members  voted 
to  accept  the  latest  offer 
(Alasdair  Murray  writes). 

Fifty-six  per  cent  voted  to 
accept  the  offer  although  it 
was  not  recommended  by 
their  union,  the  United 
Paperworkm  International 
Union.  The  new  contracts 
include  improved  severance 
pay  and  pension  rights, 
union  representation  and  a 
no-strike  clause.  Union 
members  said  they  will  re¬ 
turn  to  work  from  January. 

The  dispute  began  three 
years  ago.  after  Larry 
Piflard,  Staley  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  shortly  to  take  over 
from  Sir  Neil  Shaw  as  chief 
executive  of  T&L  launched 
a  programme  to  improve 
productivity.  T&L  shares 
rose  6p  to  468p. 


Power  firms  get 
£680m  sale  boost 


By  Christine  Buckley 


ELECTRICITY  shareholders 
are  likely  to  be  in  line  for  more 
payouts  next  year  after  their 
companies  swept  up  about 
£6S0  million  from  the  sale  of  a 
hydroelectricity  division. 

Proceeds  front  the  sale  of 
first  Hydro  exceeded  expecta¬ 
tions  after  Mission  Energy,  of 
the  US.  outbid  rivals  that 
included  Scotland’s  Hydro- 
Electric.  The  regional  electric¬ 
ity  companies,  which  have  this 
year  passed  millions  of 
pounds  to  their  shareholders 
in  special  dividends  and  other 
returns,  are  not  outlining 
plans  for  their  cash,  but 
analysts  expect  similar  actions 
from  the  companies,  which 
have  pledged  to  boost  share¬ 
holder  returns  and  gear  up 
their  balance  sheets. 

First  Hydro,  which  operates 
hydroeiectricity  plants  in 
Wales,  had  been  part  of  the 
National  Grid,  which  was 


jointly  owned  by  all  the  reg¬ 
ional  electricity  companies  be¬ 
fore  its  flotation  this  month. 

Tiie  cash  returns  for  the 
companies,  which  had  differ¬ 
ing  stakes  in  the  business,  are 
considerable.  The  highest  ben¬ 
eficiaries  include  Southern 
Electric,  which  received  E74.5 
million  from  its  10.95  per  cent 
interest,  London  Electricity 
(£71  million  (ram  10.46  per 
cent)  and  Midlands  Electricity 
(£62.4  million  from  9.17  per 
cent).  Seeboard  netted  £50 
million  from  its  7.3  per  cent 
and  Northern  Electric  £44 
million  from  its  6.47  per  cent. 

The  price  paid  for  first 
Hydro,  which  was  £6525  mil¬ 
lion.  with  the  remainder  of  the 
benefit  to  the  electricity  com¬ 
panies  coming  from  its  cash 
balances,  was  much  higher 
than  the  City's  initial  expecta¬ 
tions.  by  which  the  price  had 
been  pitched  at  £350  million. 


Codelco  sues 
metal  firm 
after  losses 

CODELCO,  Chile’s  state- 
owned  copper  combine, 
which  lost  $170  million 
through  futures  trading  in 
1993.  is  suing  Sogemin.  a  Lon¬ 
don  metal  firm,  to  try  to 
regain  some  of  Us  losses 
(Colin  Campbell  writes). 

The  suit  comes  after  two 
years  of  investigations  into 
trading  on  the  futures  market 
by  Juan  Pablo  Davila.  ,  a  for¬ 
mer  Codelco  trader,  against 
whom  fraud  charges  were  laid 
last  July.  The  copper  scandal 
rocked  Chile,  and  Codelco's 
then -president  resigned. 

Juan  Villarzu.  Codelco's 
new  president,  said  that  Chile 
was  determined  to  “discover 
the  truth  and  punish  those 
who  are  guilty",  but  conceded 
that  Codelco  does  not  expect 
to  recover  all  of  its  losses. 

Chilean  authorities  say 
funds  connected  with  the  cop¬ 
per  futures  deals  have  been 
traced  to  banks  in  unidenti¬ 
fied  tax  havens  in  the 
Caribbean. 


ORANGE  PHONES 
NOW  COST  LESS 

T  ESC0M 


Wltb  Orange,  phone  calls  cost 
you  less.  Bot  now,  when  you 
call  into  ESCOM,  the  phones 
themselves  cost  you  less  too.  Right 
now  there’s  £20  off  the  Nokia  Orange 
and  if  you  connect  before  31  si 
December  1995,  we’ll  give  you  10 
months  Interest  Free  Credit. 

What’s  more,  when  you  buy  any 
Orange  phone  and  connect  to  Talk 
60  or  above,  you  will  receive  a  free 
UCi  Cinema  pass  -  giving  you 
unlimited  movies  for  a  year. 

And  of  course,  with  Easyware. 
we  always  ensure  that  you  get 
the  phone  and  the  tariff  that 
are  right  for 
your  needs. 

So  before  you 
get  a  phone, 
come  and  gel 
the  facts. 


orange 


:  c  h  i 

:  son 

t  e  L 

e  c  o 

ORANGE  ALSO  OFFER  YOU 


To  receive  your  free  pass  to  a  year’s 
unlimited  movies  at  UCI  cinemas, 
just  ask  in-store  for  full  details. 
Offer  ends  29th  February  1996. 

ALL  ORANGE 
ACCESSORIES 

WITH  ANY  PHONE 


OVER  200  STORES  NATIONWIDE 

FOR  DETAILS  CF  YOUR 
NEAREST  STORE  PHCME 

0990100888 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Steering  group  on  tax  vital 


Blood  sweat  and 


David  Brodie  advocates  taking 
action  now  to  guard  standards 


TONY  WWTS 


If  you  fancy  running  your 
own  business,  you  could 
look  at  setting  up  shop  as  a 
tax  adviser,  helping  the  public 
with  their  tax  returns.  Indeed, 
you  could  undercut  the  brig 
accountancy  firms,  with  their 
expensive  overheads,  and  it 
could  be  a  nice  little  earner. 

It  is  still  not  widely  appreci¬ 
ated  that  —  in  spite  of  increas¬ 
ing  regulation  of  the 
accountancy  profession  —  ab¬ 
solutely  anyone  can  set  up  as  a 
tax  adviser,  regardless  of  qual¬ 
ifications  or  experience. 

TaxAid  provides  free  advice 
to  people  with  tax  problems 
who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for 
help  and  several  of  our  clients 
have,  in  more  prosperous 
times,  employed  tax  profes¬ 
sionals.  Last  year.  62  dients 
sought  help  from  us  in  resolv¬ 
ing  the  consequences  of  mis¬ 
conduct  by  former  advisers. 

Complaints  ranged  from 
negligence  in  failing  to  deal 
with  appeals  or  returns  on 
time,  to  incompetence  evi¬ 
denced  by  fundamental  errors 
in  tax  computations,  to  disap¬ 
pearances  with  dients'  records 
and  the  occasional  fraud. 
These  cases  comprised  4  per 
cent  of  our  work  which,  if 
extrapolated  nationwide,  sug¬ 
gests  a  big  problem.  This  view 
has  been  echoed  by  Elizabeth 
FUkin.  the  Revenue  Adjudica¬ 


tor.  fn  her  recent  report,  she 
said:  “We  drew  attention  in 
last  year’s  report  to  the  poor 
quality  of  service  we  had  seen 
provided  to  some  complain¬ 
ants.  We  have  continued  to  see 
worrying  examples  of  appar¬ 
ently  poor  practice.’' 

It  is  generally  accepted  by 
all  those  working  in  the  tax 
field  that  there  are  practitio¬ 
ners  whose  conduct  falls  be¬ 
low  acceptable  standards,  and 
poor  practice  is  not  limited  to 
unqualified  practitioners.  In¬ 
deed.  there  are  many  former 
Revenue  employees  now  in 
private  practice  providing  a 
far  more  proficient  specialist 
tax  service  than  some  “quali¬ 
fied’*  individuals. 

So  why  has  nothing  been 
done?  Perhaps  because  histori¬ 
cally  no  cme  has  seen  it  as  their 
problem.  The  Revenue  has 
always  taken  a  neutral  line 
and  says  it  will  work  with  any 
agent  whom  the  taxpayer  ap¬ 
points  —  although  it  is  known 
that  local  tax  offices  do  have 
informal  “blacklists**  of  dodgy 
practitioners.  The  traditional 
view  of  the  professional  bodies 
has  been  that  the  public 
should  seek  advice  from  their 
own  members,  who  have 
passed  examinations  and  are 
subject  to  the  disciplinary 
regime  of  their  institute.  A 
related  argument  has  been 


David  Brodie  wants  regulation  before  problems  arise 


that  people  should  be  free  to 
appoint  who  they  like.  But  the 
choices  facing  someone  ap¬ 
pointing  a  lax  adviser  are 
complex.  More  importantly, 
the  issue  can  no  longer  be 
ducked  with  the  impending 
introduction  of  self-assess¬ 
ment  in  1996-97.  In  spite  of 


government  denials,  many 
will  be  consulting  an  adviser 
for  the  first  time.  Uryegulated 
“tax  shops”  will  inevitably 
mushroom,  staffed  by  people 
with  good  computers  but  little 
understanding  of  tax. 

In  the  absence  of  regulation, 
problems  will  spiral,  leading 


to  public  demands  for  change. 
Any  resulting  scheme,  intro¬ 
duced  speedily,  could  saddle 
all  tax  professionals — includ¬ 
ing  members  of  the  profession¬ 
al  bodies  —  with  a  much  more 
bureaucratic  and  costly  re¬ 
gime  than  if  they  had  taken  the 
initiative  in  the  first  place. 

Paced  by  this  scenario. 
TaxAid  has  published  a  re¬ 
port,  sponsored  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  Staff  Federation, 
which  explores  the  issues  in 
detail  and  looks  at  die  sol¬ 
utions  adopted  in  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Written  by  Sue  Green  of 
Bristol  University,  foe  report 
recommends  the  formation  of 
a  steering  group  to  take  the 
issue  forward  as  a  matter  of 
urgency.  The  report  has  been 
welcomed  by  the  Chartered 
Institute  of  Taxation,  which 
describes  itself  as  “the  leading 
professional  body  in  the  UK 
concerned  solely  with  tax¬ 
ation’’.  It  says  that  any  new 
regime  should  be  independent 
of  the  Revenue. 

The  tax  faculty  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Chartered  Accountants, 
foe  other  leading  player,  has 
not  been  as  enthusiastic.  It 
fears  the  costs  of  any  new 
system,  but  says  it  may  change 
its  views  if  it  is  apparent  that 
incompetent  or  dishonest  ad¬ 
vice  is  a  greater  problem  than 
hitherto  realised. 

Copies  of  the  report  are  avail¬ 
able  free  by  writing  to  Sue 
Green,  Dept  of  Economics, 
University  of  Bristol.  8  Wood¬ 
land  Road.  Bristol  B58 1TN. 
The  author  is  director  of  TaxAid 


accountancy  at  PW 


A  change  of  hat 
for  PW  man 


THE  wearing  oF  two  hats  at 
once  can  confuse  a  person. 
Lasr  week,  the  Money  Pro¬ 
gramme  did  a  brief  item  on  the 
move  by  firms  such  as  Price 
Waterhouse  towards  setting 
up  limited  liability  partner¬ 
ships  in  Jersey.  Imagine  in¬ 
formed  viewers'  surprise 
when  the  spokesman  appear¬ 
ing  for  the  English  ICA  turned 
out  to  be  one  Graham  Ward, 
who  also  happens,  though  the 
caption  on  the  screen  failed  to 
mention  it,  to  be  a  partner  at 


Price  Waterhouse.  There  was 
even  greater  surprise  when 
this  institute  spokesman  was 
asked  to  comment  on  an 
aspect  of  Price  Waterhouse's 
actions.  “1  wouldn’t  know 
about  that,”  said  Ward.  Some 
viewers  claimed  to  detect  a 
faint  smile  on  his  face. 


Takeaway  pies 

SCANDAL  is  afoot  at  the 
headquarters  of  foe  English 
ICA.  All  the  goodwill  of 


Christmas  was  set  aside  as 
questions  of  theft  were  aired 
beneath  the  holly  and  the  tin¬ 
sel.  The  press  conference  to 
announce  the  proposals  for  a 
merger  between  the  English 
ICA  and  CIMA.  the  manage¬ 
ment  accounting  body,  was 
conducted  in  a  spirit  of  jolly 
seasonal  bonhomie.  And  Bri¬ 
an  Currie,  the  deputy  presi¬ 
dent,  ended  it  with  an 
invitation  to  join  him  for 
mince  pies.  The  problem  was 
that  the  trolley  outside  the 


door  was  bare.  As  a  spokes¬ 
woman  succinctly  put  it: 
"They’d  been  stolen.” 


To  coin  a  phrase 

THE  card  of  the  season  was 
undoubtedly  that  from  CA 
Magazine,  the  Scots  ICA  busi¬ 
ness  magazine.  It  was  called 
the  “three  years  of  solid  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  Christmas 
card”  and  claimed  lo  be  so 
cost-effective  that  the  maga¬ 
zine  was  able  to  refund  50p  af¬ 


fixed  to  the  back  of  each  card. 
Inside  the  card,  one  Penny 
Prim  gave  interesting  advice 
on  things  to  do  with  your  50p. 
The  coin,  of  course,  was  miss¬ 
ing.  But  a  helpline  number  for 
just  such  emergencies  was 
available.  On  that  Ms  Prim 
was  informing  callers  that 
they  were  sad  old  skinflints. 


THE  devil,  of  course,  is  in  the 
detail.  The  Inland  Revenue  re¬ 
port,  The  Path  To  Tax  Simpli¬ 
fication,  runs  to  an  admirably 
brief  43  pages.  But  the  back¬ 
ground  papers  total  ISJ. 


Robert  Bruce 


IT  IS  the  season  of  unused  book  tokens.  And 
what  better  to  do  with  them  than  buy  a 
history  of  Price  Waterhouse?  I  mean  it  The 
book,  in  spite  of  its  slightly  ponderous  tide; 
True  and  Fair  —  A  History  of  Price 
Waterhouse,  is  a  rattling  good  read. 

Take  Sammy  Price,  one  of  the  founding 
fathers,  who  was  bom  the  eleventh  child  of  a 
Bristol  potter  in  1821.  The  other  half  of  the 
founding  names;  Edwin  Waterhouse,  was 
said  to  have  had  “the  greatest  admiration  for 
him.  not  only  as  an  accountant  but  as  a 
pugilist  If  he  ever  saw  a.  fight  going  on 
nothing  could  stop  him  from  diving  in  and 
having  a  good  time.  In  the  days  of  the  Fenian 
riots  in  foe  1880s.  on  several  occasions  he 
turned  up  to  the  office  in  a  very  dishevelled 
and  somewhat  bloodstained  condition”. 

Or  you  could  use  the  excellent  maps  and 
research  to  retrace  the  Victorian  network  of 
the  embryo  accountancy  profession.  The  key 
to  foe  growth  of  accountancy  in  London  wass 
the  location  of  the  bankruptcy  court  in 
Basinghall  Street,  with  near¬ 
ly  all  the  fledgeling  profes-  . 
sion’s  work  in  what  was  seen  -Jgfi 

as  the  unsavoury  business  of  MSfmM 

sorting  out  the  affairs  of  bust  Ntm 

companies.  t 

To  judge  from  the  maps,  flBML. 

William  Welch  Ddoitte  had  BBVSttj 

the  office  by  far  the  closest  to 
the  court  But  as  Edgar 
Jones,  author  of  the  book, 
points  out,  foe  success  of 
what  became  Price  Water-  WgfcL  • 

house  was  due  to  arriving 

slightly  late  on  the  scene.  _ ^ 

While  other  firms  remained 
insolvency  based.  Price  and 

Waterhouse  concentrated  on.  _ _ 

the  new  business  of  auditing. 

They  caught  foe  railway  IvtJJ 

boom  and  never  looked  BR 

back.  The  income  was  phe- 
nomenaL  as  indeed  it  has 
been  throughout  foe  firm’s  history.  It  is  only 
a  pity  foat  foe  earnings  figures  charted  in  the 
book  cease  at  1975. 

There  are  serious  points  and  parallels  to 
be  drawn  from  the  book  as  well.  The 
profession’s  greatest  period  was  probably 
the  1920s  and  for  Price  Waterhouse  their 
greatest  asset  was  Sir  Gilbert  Gamsey. 
Described  in  the  popular  press  as  “the  wizard 
of  accountancy”  he  was,  says  Jones,  “almost 
without  rival  in  foe  City  as  an  accountant  of 
popular  esteem”. 

This  is  the  period  when  the  profession  was 
blessed  with  people  who  blended  supreme 
technical  ability  with  administrative  bril¬ 
liance  and  enormous  flair  at  getting  foe  work 
in.  Gamsey  was  probably  foe  greatest  at 


scandals.  The  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packetcase 
"in  1931  was  foe  most  famous.  The  company  ■ 
had  relied  on  secret  transfers  of  reserv*^- 
make  it  appear  profitable.  It  wen^bwsLp!^ 
dominant  chairman  and  Je 
Waterhouse  auditor,  Harold  Moriand.  went 
on  trial  accused  of  publishing  false 


Robert 

Bruce 


statements;  .  ,  ,  • 

Moriand  argued  that  the  balance  sheet 
was  true  and  fair.  Counsel  asked  him:  It  nr 
very  important  for  a  shareholder  ttrknow  •  ; 
what  current  earnings  his  company  is 
making?”  To  which  Moriand  replied:  l  do 

notsee  why."  Both  were  acquitted  Moriand  s 

wife  rang  the  court  before  the  verdict  to  ask 
whether  he  was  likely  to  be  late  for  owner  _ 
foal  evening.  “Yes,  madam,”  said  hts  solia- " 
tor.  “I  should  think  about  12 
months  late.” 

Sn  In  spite  of  the  acquittal, 

SB  foe  trial  was  a  setback  for  the 

fiWEBaBfc  profession  and  gradually  it 

™  retreated  into  an  insular- 

world  of  technical  argument 
.  Jg  Referring  to  two  senior  part- 
ners  in  foe  postwar  years, 
vl  Jones  “Neither  sought 
innovation.  Neither  saw 
themselves  as  businessmen 
oras  men  who  were  running 
a  commercial  enterprise  for 
i  profit” 

Those  words  have  a  ring 
about  them.  They  are  foe 

_  sort  of  concept  condemned 

r.DT  -  in  foe  1980s  as  the  firms  went 
c*KI  for  growth.  There  as  in 

fCE  Gamsey’s  day,  it  all  ended  in 

_ ^ _  the  courts. 

There  is  a  need  to  break 
this  drde.  At  the  conference  with  which  Price 
Waterhouse  celebrated  publication  of  the 
book.  Professor  Geoffrey  Whittington  ar¬ 
gued  that  accountancy  is  “still  an  adolescent 
profession”.  He  thought  foe  sheer  multitude 
of  services  it  offers  showed  that  dearly.  But  in 
the  future,  he  argued  quality  would  be  more 
important  than  quantity. 

.  Or  as  Jones  writes:  “The  modern  image  of 
a  successful  accountant  is  a  person  who  is 
assertive,  committed,  technically  expert  and 
ambitious.  The  contrast  with  those  unquali¬ 
fied  Victorian  progenitors  who  congregated 
in  City  bars  waiting  for  lucrative  insolvency 
commissions  to  fall  into  their  laps  is  sharp  " 
True  and  Fair,  by  Edgar  Jones,  is  published 
by  Hamish  Hamilton  at  £25. 


HEAD  OF  MARKETING 


GENERAL  APPOINTMENTS 


UIA  is  a  unique  mutual  insurance  company  selling 
buildings,  contents  and  a  range  of  related  insurance 
products  to  members  of  UNISON,  the  UK’s  largest  trade 
union.  In  order  to  achieve  Its  significant  growth  targets  UIA 
needs  to  recruit  an  Assistant  General  Manager  (Marketing). 
Applicants  must  have  at  least  5  years  senior  marketing 
management  experience  within  the  Financial  Services 
sector,  preferably  within  the  insurance  industry.  The  major 
requirement  is  experience  .in,  and  management  of.  direct 
marketing  activity  and  the  creation  and  use  of  targetted 
customer  databases. 


All  applicants  will  be  considered  regardless  of  race,  marital 
status,  gender,  sexuality,  disablement  or  age  (up  to  66). 


To  apply  please  write  with  full  CV  including  details  of 
present  remuneration  package  to: 

The  Personnel  Manager.  r-r-  « 

UIA  (Insurance)  Ltd.  |  |  p/\ 

Kings  Court.  London  Road.  If 

Stevenage.  Herts  SGI  2TP. 

Closing  date  for  applications:  10th  January  1996. 


Jy/  Compagnie  Generate  de  Geophysique  is 
v'  one  of  the  world’s  leading  Geophysical  Companies 
and  our  London  office  seeks  additional  staff  in 
the  following  departments: - 


The  Research  and  Development  team  of  our  London 
office  wishes  to  recruit 


TTT-TT 


=M  J 


Successful  applicants  will  tie  self-motivated  individuals 
who  can  play  a  leading  role  in  the  formulation  and  delivery 
of  innovative  seismic  processing  techniques,  candidates 
must  be  educated  to  at  least  PhD  level  in  a  subject  of 
relevance  to  seismic  data  processing.  Positions  are 
available  at  either  an.  intermediate  or  senior  grade 
depending  on  the  experience  and  background  of  the 
candidate. 


FIFE 


Our  Customer  Contract  - 
to  provide  responsive,  accessible  and 
hiidi  quality  services. 


FIFE  CONSTABULARY 


Chief  Constable 


Up  To  £69,654 

Applications  arc  invited  from  Police  Officers  qualified  in  terms  of 
the  Police  (Scotland)  Regulations  1976  (Regulation  5)  as  amended,  for  the 
post  of  Chief  Constable  of  Fife  Constabulary  following  the  current 
postholders  retirement  in  April  1996. 

The  appointment  will  be  on  a  fixed  term  bask  and  general  terms 
and  conditions  of  employment  arc  in  accordance  with  the  Police 
(Scotland)  Regulations  1976  as  amended  and  any  local  conditions 
determined  by  the  Police  Authority.  Plane  quote  ref  POA/  [7/T. 


FIFE  FIRE  AND  RESCUE  SERVICE 


Firemaster 


Salary  Under  Review 

Applications  arc  invited  from  suitably  qualified  and  experienced 
serving  Officers.  Applicants  should  be  Corporate  Members  uf  the 
Institution  of  Fire  Engineers  and  have  attended  the  Brigade  command 
course.  The  post  fall*  vacant  in  March  fallowing  the  retirement  of  the 
current  pasthnltlcr. 

Conditions  of  Service  are  In  accordance  with  the  National  Joint 
Council  fur  Fire  Brigades  and  any  local  conditions  determined  by  the  Fire 
Authority.  Please  quote  ref  FRA/ 1  /T. 

Application  forms  arc  available  from  the  Department  of 
Personnel  and  Management  Services,  fife  Regional  Council, 
Fife  House,  North  Street,  Glenrothes,  KY7  SIT  or  by 
telephoning  (01592)  41 3565  or  (01592)  416140  (ansaphone 
out  with  office  hours)  where  completed  forms  should  be 
returned  not  later  than  Friday  19  January  1996.  Please  quote 
appropriate  reference. 


MAKE  AN 


IN  BUSINESS  RE-ENGINEERING 


Computacanter  e  the  UKS  teartig  Independent  provider  of  dtatriafed 
n  systems  and  wvets.  Since  its  tarnation  in  1961  the  company* 
revenues  have  grown  to  mm  that  twice  the  acre  of  fa  nemst 
uompattu.  and  m  sA  growing  at  aroml  25%  a  year. 

Our  work  continues  to  haw  a  m^or  infaenca  on  the  Use  at  personal 
computing,  and.  h  turn,  on  how  large  coporate  mi  government 
otgaiaaiiara  conduct  thee  bustaees. 

MuchrfoirBuooeascmtenttiftiutBdtDouraMitytommagBCfiaige- 
continualy  ewfcng  and  re-structuring  or  operation  in  otter  to  meet  ta 
mpmfng  needs  aid  dmyiqprtattaa,  fo  that  efectwe  are  tootaig  far 
at  incMfcrt  to  join  ax  hkjay  professtonU  business 
re  onghoettig  project  team.  The  taamti  tart  b  to 
investigate  the  company's  busmess  areas, 
erttapata  their  needs,  red  htioduce  new  systans, 
methods  md  rtuctures  to  Gtaipait  growth. 


Operattirg  from  St.  Albans,  this  Is  a  project-based  rote  n  which  you 
wffl  interface  vrth  staff  and  operational  management  across  a  breed 
range  of  business  areas  and  geographic  locations.  To  eucraed 
you  w»  need  to  be  an  exceflent  commutator,  probably  aged 
In  your  late  20%  and  rei  MBA.  ideafiy  with  some  experience  ot 
change  management  or  busness  con®Jtancy.  HgNy  computer 
Berate,  you  wtl  have  excellent  analytical  sfdb  and  a  positive, 
enthusiastic  ^jproach. 

For  the  rt(?ft  combination  of  skiVs,  experience  aid  personafty  the  role 
alias  a  Mgb  pmOe  and  outstmfng  career  prospects,  tf  you  thu*  you 
can  make  the  right  tnpad,  please  write  with  CV.  quoting  ref  ST&6. 

to  Judith  Adamson  at  Computacentec 
Computacentar  House,  93  -  101  Blacfcftres 
Road.  London  SE1  BHL  Tet  0171-593  4893. 
Fax:0171-4013326. 


Candidates  must  have  a  strong  technical  background  in 
areas  of  mathematics  and  physics  of  relevance  to  seismic 
data  processing,  and  should  be  educated  to  at  least  MSc 
level.  Successful  applicants  will  provide  processing. 
programming  and  general  technical  support  for  the 
activities  of  the  London  R&D  group. 


The  Imaging  and  Inversion  team  is  now  seeking  a 
number  of  experienced  geophysicists  to  work  on  complex 
imaging,  acoustic  impedance  inversion  and  AV0  studies. 


HYSICIST/S 


Candidates  should  be  graduates  with  experience  in  at  least 
one  of  the  above  areas  and  be  familiar  with  all  aspects  of 
30  processing,  preferably  gained  on  interactive  systems. 
The  senior  position  requires  a  highly-motivated  self¬ 
starter,  capable  of  leading  complex  projects,  having  strong 
technical  abilities  and  well  developed  communication 
skills. 


We  are  looking  for  a  graduate  interpretation  geophysicist 
with  at  least  3  years  experience,  preferably  gained  in  an  oil 
company  exploration  environment,  to  work  on  model 
building  and  interpretation  for  imaging  and  inversion. 
Knowledge  of  integraiPtus  would  be  an  advantage. 
Additional  skills  in  well  log  analysis  and  geostatistics  are 
desirable. 


Working  for  Equality 

Appllcatlonsjrom  people  with  disabilities  will  bf  porUmlorlj-  nvlcoiwd 


Please  write  with  full  personal  and  career  details  to: 
The  Personnel  Department 
CGG  House,  4  Dukes  Green  Avenue,  Fettham, 
Middlesex  TWt4  0LR 


faLffi&lugfe  profile  and  varied  posrti^i^torting  dipped  ^Chairman  of  the  Boa* 
yoii  wdl  Carry  quf  .awide  range  of  other  tasks  jpqjfet  industrV.Tlijs 

role'  requires  a^^zs^aatyjeader,  who  can  demonstrate  $ 

With  a  boshfess  qoaifetieR  .  '  and  extensive  tetiot: fo^agemem 

expeneaom  a  service  mdustiy  (preferably  tnwd  or  tourism),  you  will  need  sophisticated 
ComffiUAEcarfon  skills  and  a  good  uncfcrstanding  of  the  workings  and  structure  of  national 
2nd  local  government.  Complementing  these  will  be  3  strong  and  outmiagpet&Wf&ty 
and  foe  confidence  and  prcscroc  to  inspire^  motivate  jserSnade 
situation  demands.-  . .' :./-Z •'••v.V.  x-. 


FIFE  •  REGIONAL  ■  COUNCIL 


The  Loo*w.a»ido.  and  C^wemiDft  Bpreau  is  aa  equal  opportunities  employer  and 
.  welcomes  ap^ditntofrorn  all  '£•” 


rtpVfC;  4^: 
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Prices  squeezed  higher  in  thin  trading 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 


19% 

ftp  iw  Canton, 


w,-  ft  i6  ,22  m  ST  S£5*nw  S 


13ft-  *',  62  Idf 

047  +  5  46  129 

M3  -  4  SB 

65*  -  2  43  102 

-iM  65  14 

«  .  .  19  »4 

972  -  1  33  |30 

mo  +7  14  162 


399  ♦  2  36  ,39 

93  -  3  40  . 

038  +  25  21  . 

265'.-  ft  51 

775  04  ,<( 


BREWERIES 


299  240 

16a  150 

3425  3048 
3*7  219 

»  266 
543  J811, 

ft  « 


«a 

307 

2387V 

iMft 

MO 

4SZ 

317 

730 

218 

1/3 

■m 

711 

6*0 

449 

679 

5S7 

£ 

310 

1® 

*ra 

425 

2GG  ,59  Eoffife  Oe 

36  M  bndolat 

120  07  Entpcei  IM 

MS  M  E«3  HAM. 

512  FMaK  Eta 

72  «  Oe  Mur 

Zft  15  Grtoni 

37  16  Gkrtteakn 

10B  El  CtMune 

218  i«6  Has  pMrtr 
231  M2  ifesten 
554  Bfl  Mrs 
T$7  81  HUM  Is* 

163  (i  CAM 
430  3W  tamper 
K  53  Jrife  (HtllJ 
,87  142  M-ri 
35ft  TSftLa  Smt 
195  146  token 

1 

71  X  Mfehfe 
53*  3»  Natmt 

»8  76  MtantB 

«5  135  FCT 

3D  225  Peafcaaui 
166  123  Petr  t* 

146  IX  (Ada  Gan 
IBS  T64I  REA 
ft  JVtara 

73  48  Raeat 
ffi  ZVRB&  Op 
63V  3ftSff  M 
ITS  I55W 
74V  33  715 

&A  225  tine  Piarhttrt 
275  151  V«if»  meal 

325  7ta  Matale  Fn 
80  EfttHMI 
90  56VNHg 
118  a  Young  (HU 


95  ... 
3.4  92 
39  166 
..  1i 
39  121 

59  169 
46  204 

1  39  ar 

?  41  1Z4 

.  7.1  10* 
19  Ml 
.  .  16 
I  11  236 
23  161 
I  14 1  42 
U  62 
66  U 

5  17  2D5 

62  iaa 

60  75 
11 

3J  143 
42  138 
3  24  ,»3 

li  115 
56  753 
13  187 
1  76  223 

18  114 
34  143 
59  1C3 
64  12 
53  155 
..  07  »1 
1  86 

H  ,47 
I  09  204 
70  98 


IM 

112  EkadnOrfctti 

TO 

720 

625  fitaanel 

09 

MIX) 

1900  C*nMU 

2000  ... 

iCft 

13  Cable 

2DS 

717 

IO  Cedes 

» 

K  Oreffle 

1ft 

tftffTi 

15V- 

98 

61  Efi  Gmp 

77S 

853  EFM 

EW  -  , 

1® 

9/  Ena 

B8V 

305 

1E1  tonne 

774  - 

3/9 

770  M 

32  -  7 

1272  963  Hsofcnu  Ml  IU5  - 


45  29  M.  HAM 

S  19  US  h< 

236  137  Ifcagfrms 

478  378  Ucfcdwt 
94  61  Hun 

126  SI1.®* 

12B  »  Ueerc 

n  487  MDM 
4,5  293  MtMu  CMcl 
316  171  Mms  Anri 

£  Site 

41V  12  HI  H 

391  233  PMcount 

15V  4  ftoqM  tab 

71  60  RAM  Hctt 


DIVERSIFIED  INDUSTRIALS 


291  in  MnMl 
58  X  UdanUUK] 
99  K  Adudn  Wed 
,94V  148  Manorial 
180  158V  IfeM 

183  143  IU*v 

53  J55  114  67  Seda  E* 

07  KM  3%  263  Smonw 

5(  ISE  49  9aM4ta 
19  167  79)  4)8  State 

09  204  99  67  5am  Eng 

7  0  88  177  79  Sk  FtnKfll 

39  142  14?ft  103ft S»  V 
65  lid  S71V  473  MkMt 

61?  431  Sta’m 

293  227  Mtag  M 

463  £8  11 

1D2  12  Under  ft) 

101  4i  laBhel 

164  127  WaiUrfi 

1  in  14  uu  h&r 

I5v  5  Ansa 

an  162  wte 

(ft  ftWhn  EWp 
734  bOE  Meet 
»B  72?  Vnw  Rwnri 
516  <S  Mgoi  M 
293  199  Md 

58V  36  W*M 
503  3M  WHBi 
iiv  ftwuner 


28  154 
41  131 
21 

.  26  <17 
52  119 

V  5.4  244 

41  18J 

.  40  207 

I  28  135 
1  *4  169 

12  14, 

V  37  113 

42  102 
65 

6  27  143 


184V-  IV  3*  265 


7243V*  ft  33  117 


1995  pace 

»0"  It*  Canpvy  (pj 


*ft  .TV  flown  Ob  £b  37V 

X4  M  bag  Iam  3K3 

SB  MV  8,  ST, 

9ft  03  fr  Eiqn  Sa  W>, 

37V  25  01  but  Vt  34 

733  IM  »  nrt  2» 

101  K  »04te  fiT. 

MV  Til  bruner  36?, 

,36  115  BZW  Cam,  illv 

508  318  Eaten  500 

53  34'iCHkJ  EnMi  V. 
IK  144  DM  S  E*flem  17? 

<88  16!  ConB  Asm  USh 

60  75  Dnc  kn  K  75 

2«  278  EkitirCo  B8 

16G  148  Dear  he  158 

736  617  [kwdp  A  G  b9bv 

51  73  Dnau  Joan  67V 

333  296  Owdg  Sail  31ft 

c  18  amfci  M  V'l 

an  678  DmmwMM  m 

IDS',  6?.  Etkn  Doana  UPV 

*7,  TlVMftogs  tea  a 

339  SI  EHWBpb  326 

«7  137  EHI  ten  1MV 

375  307  0Moh1  3G3 

2®.  1®  tkak  Goi  2!ft 


TTVMn?  Eng  Eta  K 
18  Itotr  Bn  Ec  n  23  + 


6S  5*  iknj  Em 
17V  6  Un  £•  Hb 

579  308  Ufa*  Mm 

36?  29S  MunrM 


SV  06 
EV 

377  +  V  40 
3E0V+  IV  41 


b9bv+  iv  48 
87V+  IV  . 


2J0V+  IV  20 

1*4 


BUILDING  a  CONSTRUCT 


150  is 

223  143 

101  54V 

275  ,35 

195  137V 

KH  30 
S  23 
41V  30V 
246  158 


,»V+  IV  78  HL5 
156  +  3  73  165 

387V-  IV  20  209 
447  +  10  38  90 

27  50  73 


173  116  tom  121  +  ;  61  9T 

353  m  Artnbpaj  33  19  110 

940  728'.ftotei  HB  916  -  10  26  212 

348  791  BIS  320  4-  2V  5*  119 

582  405  BflTt  576  *  S  49  131 

77D7  144  flotUnf  bd,  194  4  5  19 

IJ1  71  Bite  (0|  ,15  62  93 

51V  40P,Bnofcy  O,  50V  88  28 

948  7*3  Dote  8*0  +  4  3  7  136 

314  185  Mm  303  +  3  3  0  T93 

153  100  Gruipm  Uta  130  -  3  5  6  147 

2*3V  lOP.Hnnaf  192V  +  IV  78  105 

IC2V  IS  ttarafi  Case  156  +  3  7  3  165 

3BJV  3(P.H4dl  Man*  387V-  IV  10  »9 

584V  MlVtedW  M  447  +  10  3  8  9  0 

37  S  teuton  Dt  27  50  73, 

182  134  Unto  ,79  +  V  11  247 

173  113  Ittato  ftusafl  167  40 

44  34  (Mia  Qndbn  4p  .  130 1 

EDI  430  Pmd  Ddryn|  4U  70  162 1 

152  123  Hopaa  144  -  I  72  99 

178  1»  stoic  Odfirt  164-6  ZB  153 

30  164  StMirl  IK  54  114 

207  148  Site  166V  ..  70  111 

286  227  IT  Gnu  265V-  V  27  151 

S8  2M  Hatha  777  +4  19  154 

76  lOVTntolga  H  24  +  1 

295  295  IM8M  295  .  77 

4<n  115  Wanfe  anrst  358  60  19.1 

300  23S  H te«  255  *  2  20  145 

200  162  AbktndT  197  +  5  29  140 

350  29BVWSMK  HUg  327  +  5  S3  112 


ELECTRICITY 


ENGINEERING.  VEHICLES 


28  23  AAf  kte 

294  153  AMov  Slrant 

48V  *1  Amur 

£1  M  Mn  AMetl 

Si  iDt  bu 

TP.  49VB361 

13  JV  Benson  Gram 

340  265  Ftoano 

25  17  BtaktUd 

14  9  CweUAi 

357  ?45  OF 

503  370  Fed  ltdi 


V  11  247  3400  30. Gmtd  1ft 


40 

.  130 
70  162 
72  99 
i  ZB  153 
54  114 
.  70  ill 
V  27  15, 

.  19  154 


X 

m  30  bi 
4T  50  IZ0 

485  40 

32  +  2  27 

56V  70  IZO 

ff.  14 

300  26  160 

74  5  3 

IIV  3D  7« 
2*9  13  145 

435  21  163 

779  +  0  10  159 

333-  75  2J 
133  -  ,7V  07 


216  167 

lift  76>. 


BUiLDING  MATERIALS 


14  rtmgmn 
445  JUVAMhuc 
342  267V  Ere  teOT 

’2  W1 

76  36  BoMk 

3*1  255  BM  &d» 

SB  U  Bnato  PLC 
i»  m  EiOaeM 
430  038  CM 

15  38  CMtond  fb, 

210  M0  CM 

173  173  Oddton 

U4V  99VCsdkn  J* 
ss  18  (MAh  Go 
198  105  DWH  U&O 
90  63  Dpssi  V 

»V  SftEdtoB  Btafe 
315  22B  §Mn 
133  73  S* 

90  S  SUnttMT 


325  25*  Hqmh 
85  S  Hnecan 
SB  KPVHsnrdWni 
85  63  feSKk 

»  262  terete 
IDS  M  Ukdad 
139".  Iffi  IM* 

163  123  llaabh 

393  280  Vt/e  Ht 

178  113  Neman  ut 

v!9  11  taws 

20  1Z  FteerO  rm» 
207  nff.FKhWni* 
177  1 22  PM * 

1118  B4SVBME  6* 


Z32V+  V  74  120 


Acdt 

.Van  Coro 


290  19b  Alta 
20ft  IZTVAaakhl 
41  30  Aten 

131  77  Ashe 

521  116  Urn 

361  239  flCCt 

H»  215  Bata  HMo 
523  423  BU 
435  2Kt  BOMBte 
27  iTVBtMi  JAF)  'A 

201  117  5t  line 
»  17  Domd  Udp 

26V  19  CMhhkt 

ID  61  ClqHhi 
170  37  Cm  ftw 

648  462  cis*yT 

fiW  33D  Mg  6s  Orel 
SB  373  tan 
565  365  D«aW 

Z2  173  72  81  DMfcB  W 

13  130  2575  1465  Dm* 

15  334ft  M90%B#anitai  V 

70  UB  34V  26  Eons 

11  ..  1659V  B3)  BteOT  V 

43  150  104  M  Euocopr 

70  10.7  575  370  Brntemt 

6S  UB  542  37S  hkey  &aup 

12  10.1  514  165  FMmcCam 

33  ...  e»  IB  Fonate  Gpl 

86  109  Ida  40  Fanad  ha 

60  102  352V  269  GBCt 

a*  .  .  171  122  baa* 

132  141  75  be  Can 1 

Z0  147  9  14  kM* 

61  50  320  220  Kaened  Aff 

107  ®  Mr 

47  120  40  28  IP*  M 

338  266  l*a  tot 

4*  ...  2BB  MI  Ifeator-S* 

34  174  5ft  ShUankac 

27  172  446  231  IM 

59  144  464  315  QtMM 

63  61  163  51  Paco  SfBrra 

74  120  112  73  ftM! 


1347V  BIS  Unto  Utto 
448  304  Ited 

440  945  Linda 

212  153  buatT 

96  53  itetaer 

20D  150  Sfc, 

187  119  T  &  N 

378  321  Urty  Udjq 


FOOD  MANUFACTURERS 


372  278  M  Fliedt  371  -  1 

270  205  Annas  t  Mud)  245  -  1 

56  »  UtelFtstat  4) 

279  195  BUs.  IS  C]  275 

387  330  Bm  (Mai  334 

40  15  Boane  Cop  3 

445  335  Boctet  358  +  1 

4ft  31  Bdttekf  34 

373  191  01  Mmol  3SB 


rmiue 

Can  mng 


235** 


MH  S3  hM 
196  145  QteU 

484  377  Qte* 

57  33’.toii  S 
S7  208  Dfflm 
It®  62  tassl 
20V  9,Firadnl 
76  47  Friir  ttenesjt 

1ft  10  Sou 

5S5  400  Seeneon 

13a  9i  Hckmaa  Msr 
201  150  MsfcMlt 

31  T2,,ltes*1 
65  55  JLitm® 

353  306  ImFM 

123  97  Matofi  (B) 

M3  Til  Mdggh  (Ml 
221  166  Mn  FootKi 

14  avMnkm  ft 
730  <0  Pbcoc% 

52*.  9  Ftegkdo  (UK) 

83  60  IVdens  food 

141  73  Seatafcd 

149  8*  SeAyFeoi 

78  32  Shis  Ftam 

479  412  TM  «  Uftot 

408  204  Tie* 

4*0  333  (Apart 

1343  1124  fcW 


145  101  Enddi  la*  IM 

350  2/3  Ennui  tad  332 

199  Itftftfc  E«  W  199 

83  GZVFidnv  top  W  Iff:* 

m3  at  Mr  Spec  taf  ios 
US  149  Etam  'A'  i7iv 
80  G2  Tra  ^Btek  78  +  I 

338  267  Ftawg  Am  238 

7t  MVncntogOMse  5*  +  1 

JO  20  Hmag  Oi  MB  26V- 

T54  138  Fkamg  On  250 

357  2381,  Flasaig  Call  30 

158  125  Heneig  Em  NWS  144  +  1 

IV  IM  Rung  End  2*9 

9(0  2ravFlamo  F  Ete  352  +  r 
402  327  FtanngFmg  397 

105  90  Ffcntog  H  K1  »  +  ' 

87  53  Ftomfl  Ante,  57V  +  l 

46  74  Hotel  IMte  W. 

«  25  HawgM  39 

SB  703  Hamatem  263  +  1 

HI  252V  Hoang  UKI  TKV-  • 

97  7?.-Rat«  IW  As  95+1 

335  269  Ftaoha  Oasa  134V  +  ' 

164  IM  FMpt  6  Cal  151 

110  91  Fa&CUteMl  107 

170V  93  Ftpi  EiDg  IMS  1MV+  1 

67  6ft  Fipi  Heps  15  +  * 

263  KWiFm  Enratsl  2S7  +  1 

135  115  Fjpi  Earn  125 

186  137V Figp  Pwkt  185-,+  I' 

139  120  7i*i  EU1!  135 

ITS  153  Frp  SMdton  IHV- 

137  W  Ffm  IB  Si*  130*?+  S 

74  IftUaun  C«  16 

46  33  F*an  tel  34 

164  141  Fdatn  Ten  164+5 

220  168  Gain*  SiR  711 

313  174  Gitot  Em  TIT 

110  TT7  GMnoK  Enol  17D  +  1 

101  84  bun  SbnH  89 

W  207  Cram  Ste  Cost  744 

100  84  [Vexed  re  Ir  87 

183  ,38  Ceo)  Cora  C*  171-1 

113  ID4  CU  tet  105 

105  «  Gomai  |m  99 

246  1®  Cm  ton  5m  Cos  714 

119V  88  Gw  Bag  Us  105+1 
197  IS  Gom  AW  Sr*  191  +  I 

m  71  6a»GW  So*  B4 

86  70  EM  Htoi  te(  74 

391  322  Grate  DfaOd  379v  +  3V  04 

294  223  GOM  SAtegtcl  283  +  I  Z9 

4*3  361  Sw*n  13 7  20 

19  £  acted  tame  6 

95  90  Gte  FI  &  te  93 

252  191  Cl  Jopn  248V-  V  06 

136  113  H  Gam  So*  1TB 

128  113  (ted  (6P  119+1 

164  756  HcnA  Gobi  SA  +  l 

134  80  taatf  1J7 

IDE  78  Kdi  KOPK  It  78 

107  67V HIB  tor  banner  94V+  IV 

17  IT  165  EM  15 

119  S3  KS  (to  Sodrt  114 

M6  118  to.  Cap  (37 

1?1  78  H  BWech  ldl 

57  20  ft  Wh  34 

99  74  WEiCO  Asto  96  +  V 

72  51  HVESDQ  Bh*1  61 

139  88  HVE5CD  B*  tet  138 

148  122  MVESCO  Ran  13S 

61  49  HVEX0  I*o  58  +  V 

99  97  J  ftr  TM  U1  89 

94  79  J  ft*  Em  U  79V-  IV 

NO  174  S  Hedq  top  739  +  IV 

128  99  toqtoMM  On  127 


183  IfiftUmySrCOP  187, 

151  126  tfcnr  SC  CS  1C 

8,  7T  Ikni  5/C  te  72  198 

3250  2900  Umr&CU;  3025  05 

afio  378  Un*  Sn*t  436  1J 

377  3DB  Uunp  Kn  3G0  42 

19  11  Uwurtel  ,5  .  . 

61  53  (Adhrarte  59  102 

79  £1  (hrftong  Cip  55 

381  3,6  0  »b  In  n  381  +  ft  :  i 
199  19  0ms  Ms  163+4 

141  xr,Pxac  tom  133+1  03 

96  73VPO|teid  ton  89+1 

288  216  Pen*  Id  Sm  Co  287  1  0 

flirv  6825  Paiaas  Asds  f„2  22 

15  1D4  PHI  ft  104  .  23 

113V  OTVftttc  k  1,7V  *0 

712  164  Ml  C*  Pm  710  +  T  09 

36  26V  Fite  Uert  Am  Op  35 

105  87  Rio  Mac  Am  tel  103  -  2  95 

11  SVRte  UKtaVto  9V-  V  . 

IM  m  be  Un  C«  121 

97  77 VRte  Uere  b  te  89  110 

16  I  Ita  fabun  7 

85  78  R6o  Men:  Cm  toct  83  .  114 

29  R’ltoB  Uoc  CM  Pit  X 
M2  UK  (Met  Itee  Id  tet  IB  its 

141  (12  fttclteSa  Co  ,J6  40 

43  20  Rte  Uar  Sm  HI  34 

465  39*  Rebecs  450  31 

TO  318  Romeo  <75  16 

M7  )(□  sdmi  te  Gmr  in 

96  67  Sdrnd  top  Gm  S31. 

861  KSVSdndNVEl  817  -  IIV  . 

298  Mb  Sdrod  Itodkn  7M  00 

X  71  Utm  Sp/if  Op  2l'j  . 

m  100  SdiM  'te»  te|  mi  97 

129V  iraVSctaod  Odd  Too  129'.-+  V 
122  SB  Zam  (A  uteri  110  Z5 

255V  ?SH  -Ht.  n5V+  I  IS 

>71  MTVSaa  towtart  163  +  IV  30 

305  216  ocM  Asm  34+2 

415  555  &  «fc  754 

95  74V  Sop  EjsWIi  94':+  IV  Z1 

253  206  So*  age  253  +  I';  ZT 

97  71V Sep  Ha  141  9?.-  ,0* 

117  UU  Sol  Vjtet  IIDV  23 

1058  1483  Second  Oka  1fl59+£  31 

93  76  jOZ  ,3  d  Sop  9<V+  IV  46 

150  124  SdSdnc  tenet  1*4  1 4 

142  ITi  SHfiBCOI)  (35  12 

J51  369  D  Aten*  Dr  ms  10 

391  318  trm|Pe  &»  3aP,+  1  45 

1,4  90  11M1  Atom  E  108  06 

61  ,6V  Ihrcc  Obi  Co  56 

85  fid  Ihngnmn  76V  36 

134  98  [pnor.  Emg  Utt  1T5'-+  I  07 

172  139V Th  Cog  (J  UM  |70  +  V  39 

202  153  TR  fao  OtHS.  196  -  2  1 1 

175  127  TR  fa  E+H1  I74V+  1  4* 

133  1t3  IR  ta]h  tet  126-1  6J 

119  80  IR  fftafic  1,44+  IV  OT 


<**  Ida  Caapay 


345  315  6tet  |A&d 
28,  174  tape*  Q0t 

ZK  196  We  FV 
368  335  BOAT 
461  TO  HS 
<50  126  QAGo 
30  2?  UefetH  m 

533  3>3  bps*  RzSCI 
10BT  851  beta  Can 
im  S3  Ck  to  Lad 
116  63  Crtttto 

T431V  liaivDdy  Mat 


713  .  18 

25 

53?  .  14 

5M+17  18 

63-1  15 

91  +  1  . 

1309V-  <7,  17 


V  40  31 
25  166 
40  154 
76  50 

'/  25  235 
30  38 
.  40  234 

24  175 
70  <25 
40  17.1 

V  4  7  E5 

.  39  90 

5.4  154 
3J  190 
85  72 


346  ZM  UM  30ft-  l  36  I5J 

130V  78  MAI  59%  C*  Pit  113V  45  . 

kg  an  mam  an  +  to  u  i9.t 

130  »  Ml  tan:  Leant  ,05  ♦  t  u  37 

050  1150  FtapdUl  1835  +  2  27  19* 


266 

IGfthesca 

754  +  7 

« 

41  kordrae*  Cai 

*1 

TV 

.VffiV 

IB  ton  amt 
>G4VJnkna  Skat 

230V 

i9ft+  r 

144 

Si  Jomra  Fly 

19  ... 

210 

171 

131  In  Fwbng 
,16  Lon  Set*  R 

318  *  1 
,71 

TO 

1*7  UaiQitF! 

142  -  1 

13M 

953  M  i  Gl 

154S  -  IE 

346 

274  UM 

304V-  1 

rs  1051  1850  1150  Ftanaudr 
I  65?  515  ftMtad 


1209V  SbSVEWy  UM  'A I  nbSV-  ft  10 


598  295  Dating  tad  533  +3 

574  3©  Om  527 

»ft  5B4VBseva  83TV-  13 

1655  930  Eumresev  Ptt  IBM  -  » 

25V  10  Hdi  2? 

UB  J33  Fteecn  472 

T*D  1*3  GOT  Gam  3 

110  1D9VGWH  Gp  179  +  I 

203  TS8  Oeatniz  toap  IM 

T6  13  Gnadnea  18 

32  TWOnpant  218 

309  132  HIV  Gnu  233 

3S6  755  tame  Pus  290 

»  t7  Honan  tae  3 

390  za  HotUa  Hite  252 

153  137  Hams  Qnfls  1E2 

MB  Z»  DC  386  . 

,3V  6  V  taepto  KPi 

398  Tffl  MgeoM  398  +3 

135  98  Ueonpe  100 

,69  ,  36  Jntodon  Pres  1*4 

25  15  lew  If 

355  U  UAD  IM  +  i 

657  52B  Uetp  BuSan  819 

133  109  Utotond  toil  124-1 

1W--  120  Una  Gp  175 

483  3*4  Mm  Ofnai,  4S7 

3»  231  Herr,  Cop  344  -6 

33S  M/  New  M  307  -2 

35  15  DanyCensB  21 

686  539  Parana  622  +8 

26?:  155  Ptoteto*  190  +  I 

605  523  PatRftSatf]  580 

291  21(1  Omni  253  +  1 

1050  712  [toad  M  972  +1 

631  «4  baton  585  -  13 

Bl  722V  So*  Rata  311 

515  393  Sap  IV  479 

35  aiVSefcrIV  Sfl 

«1  32  Lteroac*  X'i 

65  33  Seen  bn  44 

774  Z22  Soompci  261 

3B  ;a  ialifl  PA  28 

45  33V  Tartar  He  hoi  39V 

453  355  letegte*  4’8 

IIS  ,02  IctonMM  Qp  M0 

885  725  Dunam  Cop  8(5 

352  301V  liter  M  340 

10*7  632  Ifcat  TV  10U 

57,  464  Unrad  fete  554+5 

131  85  lllBj  130 

167  101  WP  161  +  1 

a  55  wnmmgtan  66 

702  366  Voffchre  TV  686 


533  +  3  ftS  *15 
527  Z£  705 
832V-  13V  Z6  ?T0 
033  -  30  53  .. 


330  245  ftanure  tor 

41V  WVftdjnd  1st 
355  381  5  0  U 
133  105  5JP  QptBt 

525V  305V  Sm:  Ptfc 
78  41  Iton  Lad 

371  KB  lansidatoc 
26  3  7*  tabs 


105  4  1  1J  J7 
1835  t  3  27  19* 

an  -  3  3S  I7S 
32B  36  169 

38  -  V  4T  170 
R9  56  85 

HBV-  1  3*  207 

500  -  0:  Z4  190 


3  Ttol  tabs 
,7  WotanSefeta 


PHARMACEUTICALS 


166 

185 

21® 

425  an  Bkta 

1810  +  17 

172 

3*5 

ICO  Cam  nuns 

338 

566 

51 

614 

233VCdfctft 

587  +9 

503 

»1 

375 

9?VdwtDdeKr 

334  +1 

,48 

188 

31  Calect 

166+7 

4© 

174 

912V 

587  Gkra  Menem 

»4  +  7  4  1  30/ 

536 

154 

294 

16?  Ueana 

773-2  16  176 

445 

719 

273  Sam 

518  -  ? 

nt 

7.1 

7,4 

444  SnUtteet 

702  +  15  Z4  200 

710 

120 

raa 

416  braWnr  Ifa, 

(34+14  ’*  206 

661 

115 

1337V 

840  Zeneca 

,233  +  3  20  SI 

(40 

IBB 

1QL? 

IZI 

259 

19*5 

h#  1m  Ccnpasr 


2t¥i  TO  fwa  Grata, 

01  «  G*» 

09  1,7  GsHBtaKE* 

m  -ai  aa 
3»  179  tarrtew 
78  25  taflu*.  ftp 

175  12S  HBtfRws 

83  57  tagtas  (TJtt 

IBS  95  tonsidate 
574  m  i»  Srams 
M  375  HkgUd 
1(6  IDO  keigstoiY  ftp 
365  70S  ubsij 

70s  164  fJorff,  Char 

165  in  iw 

*57  371  Ms  Snort 

MS  500  Uenaa  tWiq 
6?0  338  UBS  Bos 
<G9  752  tad 

54  37  OEM 

96  U  Otoe  (Gj 
405  2*3  MmH 

93  70  fetrate  Fm 

155  47  as  tate 

17V  S’.Baia  Sp 
193  113  (bstars 

,50V  05V2an 
24  t,vs«d  Own 

484  3?,  SmtaWH 

350  638  5ahdp 
349  StsKtanst 
,40  112  5M0 

J03  143  1  1  5  Stars 

166  98  Tie  Rtert 

ft  l  Upton  8  £«sh 
586  474  Vettmrt 

35  14  KW  Grata 

67  35  W  to  tuber 

198  195  W|trde 


SPIRITS.  WINES  &  CIDERS 


566  476VMU  Itorairitl  517  +  5 


175  +  IV  3B  US 

GO  U  133 

,36  17  880 

571  +33  U  266 

544  -5  30  181 

164+4  10  731 

313  .  19  Si 

760  49  98 

1E1V+  IV  39  ttZ 

442  +  6  3  0  191 

821  26  1*1 

818  ..  28  I&0 

454  +  1  18  30 


105  t  3V  4  7  18.7 

1? 


99  ftm  Sawn 

352  bud  ■* 


717  175  MmUm^at 

710  600  Itadn  Unn  A 

681  537  Ittavr  CM 

(40  61  UmWl  IVl 

250  129  Tartar  cue 


PRINTING  &  PAPER 


251  1C  120  AG  tattapf 

as  m  jn  w 

290  ,*7V4no  Megms 

310  50  31  Adtaar  lira 

W9  750  IS  Aspen  Cttu 

80  «  347  Bono* 

736  3471V  1675  BaMta  tel 

16  1  479  260  (mono*  M 

780  474  Br  PdytieM 

301  40  71  ft  TbdiSan 

31 J  ,62  HZ  flrtan  Up 

218  ,59  Eftjratl 


,64  +  3  57  74 

50 

239  +  1  30  170 

396  42  127 

2290V+  37V 
431-2  14  117 


SUPPORT  SERVfCES 


945  630  ADt 

41  Z2  Mptraan 

74  IB  Aula  Sec 

145  IDlVBEI  Dm, 

178  128  BNB  te 

293  720  SB* 

199  131  BSU 

ft  O’.  BBC*  S  Edgf 


76  MB  |  1150  SOD  Boifand 
57  751  715  IDG  Dte  Aid 


208  171  IB  Smt  Cc 

208  1D0  ID  Teen  hr 

741  ITS  Tutor  ViM 

770  717  USX  tned 

Hi  93  (tata+ataed  Ad 

130  108  value  te  rut 

86  78  Vb+aneur  E,  5n 

36  XPiKarae  &  wi 

6b  5b  Wajmnra, 


WINING 


266V  TTIVHtan 


2M  +  TV  ^0 


LEISURE  &  HOTELS 


.  52  Tib 
40  1,0 
20 

86  an 
.  60  11.1 
V  32  340 
IM 

.  60  76 

7  43  00 

13  150 
4  65 


62  . 

60 

25  Mrtn  a.  H 

50 

0b 

449 

388  Atnaus 

3J2  - 

1  40 

105 

05 

44 

14V  Aid  [#sA 

41  - 

1  .. 

156 

103  . 

TO 

99  AUa  Arnns 

I0IV 

58 

10 1 

61 

38  Areata 

54  + 

1  10 

1® 

1 1B  B3  BMP 

130  - 

3  20 

,70 

3,  .. 

TO 

1(1  MU 

TO  + 

2  3.8 

123 

40  . 

za> 

(97  ftn  8  BUI 

218  + 

1  63 

11 5 

12  . 

394 

ST  facta*  Toys 

323 

U 

105 

480 

333  Bnosey  Hafa 

<71  + 

3  10 

X2 

76 

42  Al  tar  te  Bar 

67 

.  il 

,70 

172 

ft 

iv  Am  vum 

tv 

07  . 

46 

33  BunkM 

33 

rs 

26V 

5V  Casks  Pic 

SV 

..  50 

163 

2*8  CtoyaAs 

383 

1® 

94 

07 

matt  am  ftei 

94 

27 

182 

70  . 

476L- 

305  Comas,  Gp 

476V  ♦ 

ft  20 

!N 

201  tow-op 

2D? 

64 

B7 

33  ’  ‘ 

250 

,18  fan  Dewy 

,55 

4625  rnta  An  Goat, 

4196'.  3846,lAdg  An  399BV, 

648T,  «76  Ang  An  Gdd  5203V 

K  22  An#)  Pta  Fta  76 

401.  17  Aram  HI  73V 

1600  ,100  Adata  17901V 

117  74  AsMoo  88 

2G3  133  B**id*  254 

62?  337V  Be*a  568V 

34  28  Bl-idt  30 

lira  TH’.Bfi/noo  10/ 

37  74  Banate*  28 

IB  TVSSn  9V 


-W9CS'  Eft  21  286 
5203V'  MV  42  149 
75 

73V  +  V 

1790V'  IP.  ,6 


563V  2D0VBKffel: 


40  end  Pacic 

41  CMMtai 
S  Csaf  hr# 


775  115  Cm  Uuttascr  115 


254  -  1 
568V  -  8 
30 

10/  -  3V 
28-2 
9V 

2WPi-  1BV 
ft 

1016  -  18 
,31  -  4 
10 1  -  1 
25 


57  »3  >87  137  Cmtal  ht  177 

39  Ul  2925  TDSf.'.Camud  MO*  7906V  +  IT1 
77  202  IM  737  Crappei  UnelT  3B7 
52  145  1054  625  Pe  La  (tort  049+10 

42  !}4  108  5?  IWyn  Cmp  3?  +  I 

09  222  TO  »  IWptn  Pa»  131 

3,0  IDD  01  Fanrar  Gnus  95 

,4  734  357  205  Foanm  M  771 

\92  WZ  FemPUA  192 

206  ,38  taeea  ,76 

295  245  toms  Pnrurl  279  . 

5«  301  Lm  &  Bon  467 

74  50  M,  HoUtags)  56 

724  ICVUxuta  214+5 

332  15(1  Ftebrttaa  377  -  4 

230  183  PV»I  176  -  7 

519  127  BtUtoi  357  +  5 

461  32*  SI  ties  Gp  456 

,379V  886  5to»  90'.-  I 

9V  SVSartl  7 

705  ITS  Gidtad  176 

339  24,  Snrti  Itatdt  771  +  1 

715  [48  ftnurfl  |toU  151-2 

8  T9  Srmtt  ra 

761  713  Wax  744  +1 

236  187  Wtokfegtai  (01  207 

452  350  MtaOj*  457  +  TO 

193  TO  Wfrrttam  164 


II  171 
IV  27  130 
30  113 
1?V  Z0  174 
16  191 
,0  45  137 

I  26  170 
45  166 
<0  130 
15  9  7 
19  112 
..  40  157 

26  149 
32  (30 
30  120 
5  20  202 


96  59  ft  nuts  Sanaa 

347  296  CMC 

<71  75  CRT  Gp 

38  139  Cape  Unv 

100  16  batad  Bus 

359  277V  Chte  Sec 
94  55V  Caro  Semes 

61  41  CoAs  CmHg 

107  65  DCS  Ur 

256  204  Dmi  Unra 


107  66  Duler  Jantac 

94  28  EWFod 

183  IK  DUrFit 

*03  780  tan 

229  1 45  Hogg  fatten, 


PROPERTY 


08  216  1343  112*  fc&rar 

57  ,62  9203V  7200  iMerar  <NV) 

50  11.7  368  250  UU  Boodht 

16  .  44  28  MET  Fundi 

20  180  1U  DO  retake  Food 


80 

1© 

33 

ca  +  s 

343 

413 

1319  +  II 


BS84V-  43V  20  134 


HEALTHCARE 


41V+  JV  *0  .. 

644  19  220  HOT  770  Amdanf 

546  +  3  05  314  102  43  fcagn 

'Jh  +  1  SD  116  TOT  IDS  An t  tag 

403  31  132  35fl  -238  Beto 

64  54  170  510  162  Booms  M 

257b  0£  330  81  80  Cm  IB 

2671’.-  TZV  4  5  42  158  71  CdW 


2671'.-  TZV  45  42 
31V  .  04 

1262V-  53V  14  90 
72  4.1 

541-2  17  . 


IP, 


3321V 

2350V- 

1ft 

21 

94 

78 

349 

202  Pto 

206 

30 

106 

327 

192  Iden-A-Wj 

196 

12 

iZ2 

98 

153 

Ml 

40 

ii  j 

1U 

TO 

%  Pnesac 

146 

10 

146 

54 

23  Ftetert 

38V 

1W 

10/ 

913 

243  Pane 

TO  - 

2 

05 

33.1 

31 

»  OUatartap 

1/ 

10 

4/0 

217  facal  Bed 

203 

14 

21/ 

83 

44  Radmr 

79 

30 

170 

301  Mtem 

385V 

21  7 

186 

286 

268 

ZJb 

Ui 

20V 

S  Senate 

9 

U 

15.7 

99 

X  btemnn 

50  + 

00 

G7 

32 

9J8 

92 

116 

245 

TO  Stoci 

2*5  + 

, 

23 

17! 

£ 

»  Arab  Pertte 
38  24  Tuta 


W  -  iHn  V 
20(3  -  .  1 

MV 

&  Rstal  157 

Rnr  28+1 
106V  .. 
IM  ... 
Win  355  +5 

30  ... 

■ara  58 

126+3 
Wt  445 


4.1  U2  ft  5  ms  Oraofc 
20  155  3*E8fV  24ESV1QL 
30  11.1  376  37  TataOto  Tote 

...  1®  57  Mean* 

40  110  11Q  Bl  TQl 

24  1018  342  Tefcptt 

65  m  as  as  none  fw 

50  .  .  184  130  Ufii 

12  H3  36  16  Total  SrSBM 

11  170  SB  227  Trantd 

..  ...  587  350  UMtote 

,9  230  m  a  way 

20  150  465  360  Mta 

70  16  MDtatarax 

167  IQ  Htossne 


6V  .  .. 

33ift+1(B>.  09 
77  +  /  . 

ia  .12 

93  ..SB 

m  +  1  0.6 

235  -  3  21 

162  IS 
21  ... 

307  .  10 

487  -  6  19 

12V  ..  10 

438  ♦  2  50 

IB  -  3  . 

159  ...  16 


2E5  191  Qreraaty H 

B  ffi  CBXtoCn 

113  15  Bmata, 

88  M  Fern  aonpT 
166  110  GtafetnoKPI 
11V  SVGraoBera 
833  d  ftdok  Tb 
77  35Vkranara  Gp 
310  235  kton 

149  65  rn  SO eon 

141  85  Lon  bd 

B0  41  Ifedv-MA 
60  8  Pmnta  He® 

Sfl  73a  Ckefita  Cara 

218  118  Sdldi 

405  Sinani  Hra® 
no  32  9ddd  Dkn 
355  IS  Mfe&kta® 
27  7  SfB&tftS 

228  iB3  Iran 

295  23*  VMJbdI 


HOUSEHOLDGOODS 


1T3  Aarpneg  190+1 
ffl  OPGiniu  99  +  f 

a  earn  aw  *s  ... 

58  Ota*  Ft  -A1  07 

3  Si Wi  '&  : 

127  Gedrt  138 

343  BJPMT  460 

10  U*te  196 

isr.Urawm*  256 

s  sy*  s  - 1 

36S  Patorem  Zen  'A'  JTD 

584  briM  Cdtaot  7H  +  3 
236  ftftn  2® 


IQS'.  47  DectaB,  51 

99TV  rajVOnetaten  805 

795V  E3V  Man  SI? 

21ft  127VE  fend  GoW  IB 

16V  31V  E  fttad  Prop  22 

70  45  Eadora  Tan  M 

450<i  771V  Eltadsrand  3S8 

4,5  av  hg  Ctna  O  316 

975V  516VF5  One  51G 

62  31  FI  On  36 

3H7V  UlftGfSA  3D!S 

63  40  SU  Ktogool  0 

2*4>.  1  SB  V  Genre  2?, 

155  ,36  GddFtehPay  ,54 


2000  +  12V  26  22i 
iiv-  v  1.7  . 
805  -  10  33  !S0 
513V  +  58V  . 

IM  +  5V  131  77 
22  -  S 
64  ,8  613 

32SV+  Ift  20  II J 
316  6b  153 

516V-  T8V  S3  180 


19  IftGremodi  II  A' 
IIC.  IlftGraoMd 
IQS*.  TP.  Sola  Coco 
65T.-  457V  Marine 
29G*.  iSSVtantel 
17<3>.  11M  imnata  Put 
132  '7  Woflm 

lljar,  478'>Knim 
94BV  590  KM 
17ft  65  Leslie 
298  |J4V  Urate 
21  12  UeeMiro 

113  77  MM 

,925  1750  Mwra 
1ST  36  ttomcb 
TO  90  UME«te 
l(H  T7  KMl 
191  133  Mh  Etta  IB 

106  0  PtatPrttari 

365  133  Fte®0  Tb 
182  1,6  Ptax,  Pat 

548  317  R£ 

957  771  Iff* 

5*  7*  tetocod 

T4SV  Wi  ftw  (te 

72 TV  370Vtorin*» 

225  175  Rentann 

’753V  lOTBVftrratog 
73  35  a  Baton 

623V  374  S  tatos 
365  20/  Site  Grate 
60  1«  Stem  Pad* 

201ft  1353V  Swore 
13  38VSBta*ti 
ZlOv  I23f+  Untsaf 
5801  3353VVW  fate 
,9  8  Water  CM  2 

IV  ffVMnta  M 
533  473  Wafafibto 
258ft  l853'.*tetem  Deep 
449V  307  Western  Mag 
881V  416VMMte 
«  30  7«rtta  Capper 

53  a  arte 


70S  -  1ZV  10  Z70 


721  -  ft  16  197, 
154  60  701 


138>.-  ft  63  ,7; 
103  .  09  1991 

573V-  11V  1?  169 
M0*.-  ?  90  1ZT 

120V-  34V  Z4  ,80 
0  ♦  3  137  70 
M2V-  ft  7*  71 
604V-  1SV  44  210 
67V-  V  11?  5,7 

in  +  1 


93  56  Altai  tart 

316  255  Horn 

90  0  ARES*  Ess 

138  103  Asda 

258  3»  Baton 

MS  131  Btoby 

27  7  Baton  Gp 

73  43  Bourne  End, 

704  171  Bodtaflt 

171  96  fatgMte 

436  35c  Bl  L+C 


ar.EuHd 

101  E  Ul  Http  94 

172  131  C4p&fa*4  1© 

225  187  Cap  Sfapti,  715 

23  TO  Cun  Prap  TO 

HF:  TO  Carer  M  ML 

190  143  Octtata  175 

40  423  CbestaMdl  1% 

88  55  QmaerUnH  67 

53  3D  CHyStaEsB  38 

6  V  Ctatafaatfc  ft 

109  97  Cmnoi  109 

3D  19  Cm  Mtai  7b 

1/06  1160  Drawn  1,0 

7  ft  tee  Efflle  3 

95  41  Dehnim  Tran  *5 

TO  IS  Oman  13? 

315  725  Deneni  Hldgs  31, 

195  130  Derateenl  See  ,74 

46  11  tew  38 

37  26  Eta  31 

©0  250  Estate  Agency  400 

ZSV  13  Estate,  Gen  13 

119  »  Eram  0,  Leeto  107 

77V  18  (j -Carat  70V 

ffl  57  Fiscal  Pu»  57 

76V  77  Fw  Oat  2ft 

32  16  Hdcte  King  19 

60  41  Eatos  Gf*sip  59 

S0  34  Foia  Grata  iw  56 

499  *05  Rrenow  453 

287  236  Gafnga  '*> 

10  1»  GrFWlMl,  172 

161  1,7+01)001  1*2 

42  22  wntta  caw  « 

398  310  Harenencn  3*8 

337  3D0  HMCd  Eta  317 

ZSV  22  Henwow  23V 

21  7  HBim  Mb#  WV 

S3  26  HtofaM  31 

148V  88V IW  Land  lift 

IB  TO  Jwn  1« 

2  ftKcnddi  1 

MS  545  Uni  Sk,  608 

326  783  Lanka  HU  264 

37  X  Urn  S  Assoc,  V 

9  4VLMI  &  am  5 


<9  20  12b 

50  Z7  V.1 

©ft-  S  6.7  21J 
310-7  ,J  129 
10f«V-  50  35  . 

38  37  97 

360V-  4V  151  15 
340  lb  210 

X  -  I  ..  .. 
1721’.+  ,2V  4  4  22.6 
61  +  1ft  212  6? 
10  -  2  68  1ZJ 

4275  -lift  38  94 
16  7.7  3B 

IV  .  . 

530  .  14  175 

2IBV-  78V  20  112 
43ft-  V  ,3  439 
44JV-  1ft  83  93 
JO  .  . 


OIL  a  GAS 


24  7161  MJ,V  1K8VBTB  Dlu 
50  (89  415  IS?  ABAWga 

<9  lib  379  232  Union  den 

”  116  flD  Kahnanot 

352  239  Nandi  Sr/ 

27  H  Loa-Scff 

387  H  USB 

503  301  LMq 

107  a  l«E 

253  180  UUI  tenpl 

113 1  13  54  UR  Don  Uno 

54  12b  478  360  Uacn  4 

24  I9J  7,4ft  1553VManpD«H 
30  167  M0  SJ  tom  Foes 

183  ,07  Utaagen 

635  306  Urns 

317  197  Mil  60 

»  23  fan  Grata 

27  15  0(3  M 

32  18  Ortatt 

TO  74  P  *  P 

,7b  110  (fate  Page 

184  106  Part) 

745  138  Pegasus 

110  75  EVnrat 

73  18  PtDUOUd 

305  198  ROT 

DO-.  33  Ftofea 

TP  ,50  Real  Tine 

144  96  feed  Etojw 

235  ,42  fietea  Sec 

339  TiTVteatoU 
TO  126  R cub  Grata 

393  IM  Rode  0  tutor, 

ft  'g&S'Clt 

1©  79  Smtocn  ttocf 

17>.-  MV  Sated  App 
b*6  380  Sena  Gp 
380  338  Gum  Co 

TO  0  Stow,  Cup 
143  83  'Xkttey 

37V  11  tenm*  PW 
230  ,67  Sto^Vc 

BM  116  iHndm 
25  I IV  fete 

295  235  tone  Hotadr 


138 

385  +  2 
1S3 
9 

1062V 

120 


32*  -  5  J0  176 

97  4  1  1ST 

47  45  . 

75  -  J  17  149 

715  51  127 

367+6  12  446 

99  42  ,57 

45  +  1  82  62 

117  -  l  72 

373  +  2  22  200 

237  +  8  4  4  1)9 

1481V*  3ft  I  7  117 

391  +  2  1 1  41 1 


,665V  +  SV  05 
565 


1  33  S79 

J  *0  180 
50  *59 
6  25  3,5 

1  G1  163 
V  22  380 
67  129 
.  10  160 
41  256 
21  777 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


4I5V  34DVRt  VC  -  ft 

477  iSC-CoMt  WMost  *61  +  7 

+  p  303  TOVGenaa,  Cable  ,91+2 

1*7  ,,4  terCa  <Me  U*V+  v 

33  160  I/6S  ,475  Seonre  1676 
30  .  1130  IKO  Cental  -k  800 

42  17i  1058  73  SecHlr  Serf  888 

39  106  105  ,55  TeteWea  I56V+  V 


TEXTILES  &  APPAREL 


80  48  Atom 

160  11b  AhnHW 

259  2T3  Affied  Fn, 

111  73  Atttu 

34  25  fauriagra# 

246  172V  Eton  Wmrt 

296  23  Brak  iPeten 

id  111  enraoi-Owyl 
?i3  13  E*  Utok 
3  14  CampJn 

185  61  Cranffl  Pfaqs 

342  753  Ctowart  Ga| 

2P  164  Con  Vnrah 


K  Eon  Merab  Sec,  91V-  V  60  36  512  365  Ceotofe  Tan 


285  337  Royal  Data 

216  148  OSltat 

32V  X  Stoktodt 
ZiO  TO  RaMsanst 
130  ft  Hctohteod 
MB  75  fe*a  EraertA 
66  51  MrtniiMtpd 

Z25  T55  Weed  (Arfral 


-/  i+J 

1  5b  157 
10  3J  B 
30  130 


INSURANCE 


1G7% 

lUtTHMeK  &  Atet 

1237V- 

37V 

52 

2481 V 

1787V  An  Gee 

2237V- 

ft 

36 

n 

61 

76 

M 

HT 

89 

52  - 

■3 

O 

2.4 

203 

44 

71  + 

1 

107 

749 

385 

fttia* 

749  + 

2 

24 

98 

84 

PU  tee 

M  - 

1 

26 

G54 

473 

Cm  Hi 

630  - 

3 

£4 

100 

MW 

1085 

OmA  Gm 

1545 

27 

150 

194 

158- 

-TO  & 

186 

40 

70 

184 

,a 

FssviMtk  6p 

,40  - 

l 

70 

IB? 

82 

Rdesh|  tte* 

105  V- 

t- 

2.0 

530 

787 

499 

Qea 

E60  - 

1* 

57 

86, 

292 

1C0VG8» 

271  - 

1 

30 

53 

97 

78 

HCC  Uey± 

m 

44 

300: 

249 

145 

fa®  C  El 

i«  - 

1 

11.7 

u 

36V 

c 

27B 

31 

TS2 

1J1 

38 

H»5ekd 

104  - 

'l 

Zfi 

410 

384V 

25E 

364V+ 

4V 

u 

00 

i/a 

Bus 

249  - 

1 

54 

210 

138 

HBV®  GUO 

ItBV- 

ft 

9.1 

12.1 

HE 

722 

97 

414 

w. 

90 

871  + 

3 

51 

42 

196 

imp; 

jlSHVUi 

19B7V- 

164 

E0 

8, 

18? 

ifiVLkm  tens 

161 

80 

00 

<06 

317 

Lkyds  Araer 

453  - 

t 

85 

U0 

425 

3® 

Un*i*  Uki 

402 

50 

U4 

IQS 

92 

Utotelte  UH1 

100  - 

16 

200 

126 

LtaflB  li®t 

133  - 

4 

70 

T5 

5850 

4787V  Mash  lUa 

S/37V- 

rav 

U 

.  101 

n 

99 

32 

»4 

IBI 

U8 

«etof>teJ 

T44V+ 

Vv 

&1 

92 

B 

Itaa  Lenten  Ca 

S3 

85 

m 

1  ® 

34 

(VHgra 

Sb  + 

t 

60 

110 

90 

0M 

105 

62 

115 

82 

65 

fttanui  Ins 

9l’i+ 

"v 

<G 

100 

l  ® 

K 

fremitus 

122 

448 

290 

TbstaW 

41ft- 

'ft 

’« 

1 73 

X 

n 

PUS 

20 

22 

43b 

HI 

Mm 

4*2  + 

'l 

3fi 

a i? 

42G 

251 

Bmf 

364  + 

! 

4  2 

7J 

TO 

W 

stEm 

ta  - 

7 

80 

HID 

12? 

33 

ateltos 

35 

TfiS 

35 

414 

281 

sb  Mn 

SO 

50 

JO0 

94 

£B 

^flifcacv 

93 

37 

SB 

81 

61 

73 

13 

ffib 

717 

4® 

WFikS^ 

701 

30 

15.1 

172 

,11 

Mfa  Canoat 

K3  - 

1 

56 

799 

24 

12 

» 

43 

29 

194  KM  CM 

249V + 

1  27  . 

,21 

96V  Wru  E  Ud 

,14  + 

ft  .  . 

133 

110  UMI  End 

133 

84V 

73  B.B1  Eud  PM) 

(ft- 

ft  35 

2ft 

71  nu  Eras  Kfa 

If. 

91 

74  Kkm  K  tnct 

71 

.  118  . 

?73 

213  Mn<  ffsec 

2/2V  + 

IV  U 

140 

ill  Kkrt  um 

136 

22 

505V 

<7Vto»— Ewo 

W4V- 

ft  Hi  . 

VZSV 

71  Uto  AMSKan 

96V- 

IV 

998 

7,6  Us  OdmaM 

942  - 

,  20  1 

102 

77  UDrih  Sen  Cap 

IW 

20V 

26  U«*  Ski  0k 

26 V 

175  , 

130 

102  north  an  nq 

127 

1TB 

160  La*  2  Liratt 

173 

4fi  . 

3S 

283  fa-tana 

34IV  + 

ft  37  .  1 

136ft 

665 

1125  Meteart 

Sli  M&GMOrtCp 

1225 

«ZB 

1.8  ., 

12b 

110  M&G  Dd  bt 

IM 

3073 

2533  I486  DuS  Cap 

30S 

,  313 

210  MGG  tsue,  Inc 

228 

|  66V 

60  MW  tac  BeranSj 

1  av 

...  97  . 

33 

26V  MGG  helm  id  C 

P  32 

37V 

31VMS6tac  AwTstaC,  34 

.  188 

131 

116  UUSkcPxtooH 

1131  + 

V  49 

67 

54,.WSG  hr  tesDe 

t  66V  + 

V . 

30V 

22*rl»G  Ree  C» 

23 

61V 

4?  U2£  tat  to 

« 

105  . 

30 

24VM8G  Ret  lie 

ZSV 

142 

127  MSG  tac  (Vera 

138 

38  ... 

® 

73  MSG  tat  to  IM  32  + 

V 

172 

100  U  Cane  Ess 

114  + 

1  04  . 

HE 

93  VM  CUrie  fete 

100V+ 

IV 

1S2 

m  U  Cum  Pat 

M3  + 

2  0.1 

222 

IB?  IfcJsUt 

222 

32 

57 

42  Unto 

43  + 

7  . 

268 

241  UoctopB 

7B4V  + 

1  81 

9?V 

/BVltarey  Em  Pr, 

32 

ZPiUkuv  Eu  m 

25-i 

99 

TB  Unary  Mhd 

92  + 

ft  0J»  .. 

31 

14  Wamj  Md  Ife 

16V+ 

1  . 

577 

402  Mate  (It  is 

571  + 

2  2.1?  . 

IM 

ia  >m  Gen  he} 

TO  + 

1  30 

ES 

4QVMUB  Wl 

61  + 

2  .  ... 

BG 

46  Ikn  fan  *™ 

MV- 

*9 

M  **r*i  «tl 

21V 

13D 

W4  UlteMV 

113  , 

...  a .  . 

34 

IBVIferay  Ert  Mb 

20  + 

1  . 

181  03  Eera  Lraaoe  170  .51 

lift  55  trad  Chon  W  .  .  7.1 

M  H  FW  Leteura  365  +  4  2b  217 

156  274V Forte  337  +  6  20  376 

in  133  Fitartv  Hotasl  150  40  170 

709  476  Graarta  6*3+8  23  150 

TIB  1®  Gratae  eras  Gu  217  .  1 »  30 

38  16  Ft-Ter  Spat.  32  *  1  5M 

168  86  Hontl)  1»  10  117 

ZIP.  734  JU|S  Hate  232V  30  140 

26V  1ft  need  23V  32 

V3  264  u»i)m  Duel  all  .  .  40  149 

107V  IS  Udtoetor  i»  -  2  50  <56 

64  29  ItagnoBa  3  04 

2U  IE  Marl®  tfi  23  82 

97*.  58  Umtatt  Ondl  76V-  1  40  177 

152V  92V  Ur  AMa  T tm  125  ♦  7  300  124 
97  U  (krttonT  90  5  6  109 

ITT  70  PI*ao  Gp  115+4  T0  73H 

271  121  tVaEvrass  21?  13  258 

141  76  faaltara  136  44  102 

20  ftOduraMH  I?.-  V 
2®  217  RanMBB  (HI  245  23  380 

404  358  MOlfl  454  +  6  38  154 

37  26  fan  Hotels  C  34  4/  119 

1058  845  Sarny  (tew  A'  1048  00  553 

89V  74V  Sato.  81  27  . 

388  314  Starter  Icten*  359  21  168 

346  280  Tan(0ta  34G  09  ?34 

161*  997  Dm  W  15»  -  3  30  230 

236  117  'EettertsiVU  S3  lb  Tb 

113  63  Toy  Kffians  9*  35  .. 

263  161  VQ  263  +  3  20  160 

156  100  varan  «M  ,  18  ibi 

650  216  tatfcy  302  ...  . 

135  96  TdtaS  Gp  128  ...  80  100 


CC  34  AkMtePp 
79V  39*.Aean  Eneray 
56V  41  Auc  H  £  Gas 

58  37  bran 

3*3  220  Be  Sam 

3lft  22ft  MU  Ga 
Ml  TO  bMtteto 
3  2  ft*  famine 


358  MWt 
SVteteney  A 
122  A*uuy  Sees 

48  Donate  U* 
25  MaorteU  Ed 


1250  850  Udriwta 


114  «BVC*n  Esb» 
-«0  211  Cab  Gp 

61V  36  Or*  FH 
14  ftCtalei  Etas 

Pa  IVttojm  M 

3 V  IB  Edo  01  S  G* 
424  329  EUnjetn 

3W  2»  Roo» 

Pi  5  Fata 

98  G 2  CaJ  Ptt 

42  11  Q  Westrn  Fte 

203  13  (tody  0  S  G 

ft  *vn  Tool  &  Sap 
226  TO  MU  6  Gas 
196  139  LASSO 

56  33  Lxsem  Unfa 

70S  57  Mound 
316V  2134V  Husk  fadra 

50  27  Oceeac 

51  33  W  Seara# 

41V  SVPebnf 
3V  22VPmWn 

43  11  FKskflp# 

«  41  Mncdel  fa 

tiq 

15  9012V  fiflBVfaw  !W  FI 

§  m  *3 

is  146  ria  7?  setae, d 

al  ...  B62V  687  0M 

“  IDJ1  431ft  3234V1«d 

14V  Qp 

34S  ??1  Htodara 

58  26  Ml 


Ctattt  442  +3 


2646V'  21V  16  146 
77 

54  -  I 


«  U  .  , 

378  -  1  03  412 

410  50  .  . 

8853V-112V  40  ,65 
4453V-  37V  Z 2  .. 

»  30  149 

80+3  410 

860  +  5  40  191 

4253V  .  37  150 

12 

324  -  15  1 2  . 

X  .  . 


151  12*  Murttora  (MJI1  135 

61  73  O®  77 

32  23  atm  ftnp  2b 

1«  12S  PHI  ,26 

319  2D4  fad  306 

171  139  Plfar  Flop,  ,C 

2V  IVItoeer  Cop#  3 

sv  ftPkenre  Lad  4 

III  70  rps  Grata  MD 

BA  irifatfta  23 

3  »  Bapfan  21’ 

163  100  ItnVnoi  Seal  143 

102  M  Ard»Ed  89 

57  n  aUtoen  Ffe  55 

68  M  Safe  Goto  (0  54 

S3  C  Safe  5* 

81  67  Sen  Udi  71 

IT*  86  tedtaskuy,  ,24 

2*3  189  Shu  n  Estas  214 

220  116  Snui  U)  2M 

55  37  Sbtaenl  Prap  41 

,10  ,01  Specty  Oops  ,01 

55  SS.iSjT  53 

167  i?4i  7qn  Eas  124 

i«  85  Tran  CerfeT  9* 

10,  ra  imvwi  p,r  97 

«  33  UK  Ltad  64 

81  40  MSP  Grain  43 

219  IB  Warns  201 

235  203  wanked  SW 

79  S3  Mte  65 

35  25  Wradey  Md  20 

66  33  Wtod  Mn  D  37 


RETAILERS,  FOOD 


15  214 
53  149 
22 

V  10  390 


,58  113  Etadyrtni 

129  92V  Comm) 

194  1 29V  fauns  (Ui 

41  30  Dta  fad 

TB  3  Om  ratal 

x  13  an 

67  n  Fatad! 

<70  260  F* 

153  120  FtunkMto 

2t  ,1  Ftaes  Ortmi 
45  Da  Fraaa 
,03  73  GreSfl 

IS  VS  Ktae. 
ift  ftftobttrt 
77  IZVHetene  Piet 
31b  213  Ktow  FWst, 
»  12  Hrtte 

71  »  HoneyaxMe) 

133  80  Ftaer  Soon 

218  178  Jarecs  ven 

79  56  Jem*  <5> 

*56  327  0»te  Strata 

157  118  fata 

357  215  Unwa 

306  741  Leeds, 

73  *2  t  rate  We*  Gp 

84  54  Ldes  (S, 

29V  23  Uarteig 

ID  4VPO 
210  135  Pafcwtf 

147  102  fanfend 

71  *1  Pesnt 

74  V  56V  tartar! 

81  61  Rental 

56  36  Manta 

76  50  SEFT 

174  7b  Hmud  Gp 
1*2  92  .  /tan 

107  6B  Skirt 
58  41  Stohig  Gpi 

21  13  Skeeg  &  Fetes 


35+1  50 

26V  3b 

IT1: 

27  +  1  174 


138  . 

2*8 
759 
52 
55 
23V 

7  -  IV 

19b  +  13 
,13 
55 

fflV-  V 
« 


335  244  rente 


OTHER  FINANCIAL 


75  m 

a  Bear  Bra  tu 
148  BkfaC  tor 


,995 

Mgk  in 


Thar  141 1996 

tai15V%ig96 

EteTOATOE 

Conintfit 

ln*.7Xl«K 
Treat  13VX  ,997 
Eob  10V1 1997 
tan  ftl  1997 
Be*  ,5V  1997 
Ettk9Ut9B8 
De»  rA  19* 
mas  fiW  199MB 
Tabs  14%  199G471 
Tins  IM  1096 
Bsh1»l998 
Tran  ft*  1999 
uen  VA 1999 
Treat  im  19® 
ToaeEH9» 

Cora  IDVt  1999 


0*967001: 

Irae»2000 

Iren  T»  2«B 

Inat  106  2001 

Inns  7b  3001 

TKX9V1ZS7 

Tibb  0%  TUB 

TtollBKm 
Ires  11  'A  20W-W 
FddJ  3V4  1KB-W 
Core  BVt  HIM 

ric&mzoM 

HeaBvbn& 

Corn  9V4  305 


looker 

lOfte  -  Vr 
102V  -  Vr 

rmv. 

H71V 

ttftr,  -  Vi 
UH*Vi 

W  -  i 
ll^s  -  Vi 

WEVT  ... 
W»  +  ’■ 
ISO 

npv.  +  % 
i77°p  +  v 

IM1*.  +  V 

,0ft  t  ♦  v 

HB"b  +  *a 
HTfti  + 
9PV«  +»■ 
ITKVi  +  'a 


HBV  +  "a 
ant  r  "a 
Wr  7  +  'V 
HJbr  ♦  ’« 
IttPa  +  V 
112V.  +  'V, 

UKV  +  V 
USSt  +  fa. 

,«  t  ’■ 

Bft  T  +  Vr 
IVIfae  +  B* 
954  +  a, 

«T*a  +  ». 

lift  +  * v 


Tubs  IM  700+08 
teas  9%  2000 

TwnKtt 


e «  (JONGS  (<wert5  yaarsi 


Tea  M  2010 
Cob  «3T1 
tea  9b  2012 
tea  5«  2008-12 
ueranam 
teas  ftb  7017-19 
Inlt  315 
TM&ftbTDl? 
EH  12%  2013- 17 


UNDATED 

<y-  40** 

31”-  2ft 
SIP.  45V 


124V  f  +  V 
lOftat  +  “» 
137*»  +  fat 

lllfat  +faa 
TITVe  +  "P 


0ff»  +  fti 
m«M  +i>- 
JJfti  +JV. 

B1V  +  "a 
IDTa  +1Vr 
10ft  t  +  *■ 
HB*Vr  tl1* 
110"-  +1*« 
140*-  tl'br 


44>Vr  ♦  ’» 

3l*S. 

Wat  +  V 


1C 

64VUU  Grata 

11ft- 

V 

Zfi 

164 

369 

718 

284V0IB0t 

455  Bate  Brad 

335  + 
658 

4 

45 

16 

14  4 
191 

39 

23  Bum 

31 

40 

Si 

18 

IIV CnSfe 

14 

48 

197 

EV 

45  Buy  fast  M 

58  + 

ft 

60 

84 

354 

30?  Faun* 

305 

3? 

140 

55 

38  Ftoriktnt 

a 

85 

217 

MS 

95  Fyfts 

106 

10 

154 

205 

103  Gaest, 

in  - 

3 

50 

754 

1283 

I04S  fir**;-. 

1153 

20 

150 

196 

1C  ketord  ton 

151  + 

] 

13 

9.1 

73? 

*94  tot  Stof 

503  + 

6 

so 

9/ 

19V 

10  MstiUt  MU 

16V 

115 

1/8 

132  Ifariun  (W» 

137  + 

3 

i'l 

130 

TO 

136  NutSfl  Read 

153 

57 

161 

in 

83  Pat  Fate 

85 

« 

14.7 

X 

479V 

TVRearai  H® 

363  Samary  Jt 

12  + 
303  + 

V 

4 

19 

1Z7 

339 

236  Tm 

a/  + 

3 

30 

14 

(75 

138  Tturtes 

141  + 

1 

47 

162 

535 

35B  tetmS  PTtep 

535 

36 

180 

TRANSPORT 


119  61  U,  Union 

/WV  595  AIMppoott 

320  262  Aauen  Pota 

546  4,4  BMT 

484  348  BrAkmst 

51  12  Certa,  Tan  R 


itt  EM 

Prita  282 


107  +  4  4  7  1 32 
EM  -  5V  03  . 

282+3  20  160 


INDEX-LINKED  u  mjadsd  Mdoo  c t 


Tirtilft199S 

lnlMlH 

mratnbHB! 
Tr*Kl7Vb2®3 
tealMJU 
Iran  8. 2b  200E 
TWBtiVbKnS 

tealTvbKhS 
ntnirAWB 
TarrlMSQI 
HeBL2Vb20H 
Iran  0. 4'ib  HOT 


IBS'-  |  +  V 
1«S“*  +  "a 
V 

741“*  *  H 

15V*  1  +  far 
,*5V  +  fa 

IJMfaT  +  fa. 
,19n-|  +  °e 


IM 

93 

Clatsn  (HI 

IDG 

193 

183 

Ovtteput 

i/O 

714 

142 

DteT 

214 

324 

TftEomrel  US 

87 

1H 

131 

FWKo 

.156  +  S 

te 

sa 

FWn  Marcel 

as  . 

625 

40b 

305 

166 

G+AiwJd 

283  -  1 

273 

TO 

Goal!  Duran 

250 

(31 

im 

Ui  Sean 

109 

S4« 

J93 

tEh  Com 

*78  . 

70 

5? 

.Urpfn 

64 

10/ 

6/ 

82 

485 

358 

Meram  OetS 

C4 

183 

101 

PKJ 

1«3V+  4V 

42! 

289 

Ntf  Gqnss 

360  +2 

W1 

Ml 

Doan  Graap 

393  +  1 

94 

60 

Orta  mm 

87  +  ? 

fcV 

4* 

?  *0ffiJ 

474  +4 

211 

14/ 

P  0  0  5JI 

tte  +  4 

m 

15 

53 

TU 

<48 

S urfem 

228  +  1 

340 

110 

1% 

79 

^faadi 

3*0  +  TO 
te  -  1 

713 

35U 

TUd  &  ftfe 

395 

741 

lib 

IDG 

187  +  4 

t» 

TT3 

e a 
77 

UteMT 

UU  Cartn 

67  -  1 
M 

AigBn<  607  - 

WAteltat  430 
.tete  IM«  GIG  + 


17/5  E7G  tedtonhbnt 
WS  4Tb  Smt  Tmtt 
MB  1855  Sini  Msr 
555  m  Sort,  Weft 
731  51?  Soitent 


GIG  +  1? 
11®  -  1 

2388 

52*  +  1 


sgvteat 

novMskt 


XI  256V  Wesra 
67ft  477  Tadster, 


8  63  91 

^  9.4 

l  f  r  72 

3  50  70 


4.1  Sauce  Fhsai 
10  nl  C^SM:  *  tgyta.  I  a  rtnta.  ;Ea  sedrr 

"0  ui  n*B  “*■  **»  ana 

ij  I  fte*  *  1WW  «nted. 

120  Corqtoette eattabugg ah’ Ft^TM^!? 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  28  1995 


ANALYSIS  25 


THE 

TIMES 


CITY 

DIARY 

— • - 


Branson  battle 
for  film  seats 

WHATEVER  else  Rich- 
ard  Branson  may  have 
received  for  Christmas,  he 
didn't  get  planning  per¬ 
mission  from  the  Royal 
Borough  of  Kensington 
and  Chelsea  to  increase 
the  number  of  screens  and 
seats  at  Virgin's  MGM 
cinema  in  Fulham  Road. 

The  Environment  De¬ 
partment  planning  inspec¬ 
tor  has  dismissed  an 
appeal  by  MGM  Cinemas 
that  the  council  had  acted 
improperly  when  it  failed 
to  determine  the  planning 
application  within  the  pre¬ 
scribed  time  limit 

Branson  wanted  to  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of 
screens  from  five  to  eight 
and  the  seating  capacity 
from  1.455  to  2L1S6. 

However,  that  would 
have  involved  demolish¬ 
ing  the  adjoining  former 
South  Kensington  Squash 
Club,  says  the  London 
Weekly  Times.  MGM  Cin¬ 
emas.  it  adds,  is  consulting 
lawyers  about  a  possible 
appeal  to  the  High  Court 

Getting  together 

IPS  THAT  time  of  the 
year  for  giving,  receiving 
...  and  getting  engaged. 
Against  a  background  of 
City  revelry  yesterday,  the 
vivacious  Glenda  Boswell 
and  man-about-town 
Trevor  Bass  told  me  of 
thetr  engagement  —  of 
their  respective  firms.  Bos¬ 
well  Partnership  and  City 
Financial  PR.  The  new 
name  will  be  Boswell-City 
Financial  Partnership. 

Out  with  a  bang? 

KPMG  assures,  jne  that  its  . 1 
FT  advert’  just  three' days 
before  Christmas  was  no 
joke-  It  recorded  that  the 
joint  administrative  re¬ 
ceivers  were  offering  for 
sale  College  Crackers,  a 
Christmas  cracker  maker, 
and,  together  or  separate¬ 
ly.  its  division  making 
retail  display  decorations 
known  as  Robiedex. 


“Hello  BP  —  I’d  like 
some  warm  Sahara 
gas  please" 


Lit  up  again 

ERNIE  THOMPSON  is 
again  enjoying  the  full  glory 
of  his  huge  office  in  Forbes 
House,  the  opulent  London 
HQ  of  the  Society  of  Motor 
Manufacturers  and  Trad¬ 
ers.  And  if  you  hear  him 
singing  When  the  lights 
go  on  again,  alt  over  the 
world . . .  here’s  why. 

The  society’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive  watched  with  alarm  as 
bulbs  popped  one  by  one 
in  the  spectacular  aystal 
chandelier  over  his  desk 
and  the  gloom  became  so 
deep  he  had  to  send  for 
maintenance  staff. 

Unfortunately,  so  many 
of  the  50  or  so  bulbs  had 
gone,  it  took  staff  nearly 
two  days  to  replace  them, 

Thompson  says:  “I  had 
no  idea  just  how  big  that 
chandelier  was.  They  were 
up  there  for  so  long.  I 
thought !  would  he  sitting 
in  the  dark  for  the  rest  of 
my  time  at  the  SMMT." 

And.  finally.  City  Diary’s 
call  for  raiders  to  name  a 
perfume  for  British  Air¬ 
ways  has  brought  two 
suggestions  from  the  Far 
East  One  says:  “ It  should 
be  Volte  (flight K  and 
should  NOT  smell  of 
those  horrible  hot  fowels." 
The  other  says:  ‘ Having 
on  several  occasions  en- 
.  dared  the  noxious  aroma 
■of  sewage  which  pervaded 
the  aircraft  on  landing  at 
Hong  Kong,  I  think  the 
’-most  appropriate  name 
should  he  Hong  Pongm 

'  Colin  Campbell 


ECONOMIC  VIEW 


JANET BUSH 


N owhere  to  run  as  nations 
succumb  to  poverty  trap 


Britain  had  the 
sharpest  rises 
in  poverty 
and  income 


GROWING  INEQUALITY  IN  BRITAIN  AND  ABROAD 


Chang*  In  raal  Incoma  of  bottom  half  of 
British  population 


inequality 


in  the  1980s 


There  is  something 
wonderfully  provoca¬ 
tive  about  parliamen¬ 
tary  committees  that 
makes  even  the  must  battle- 
hardened  politicians  and  busi¬ 
nessmen  shoot  their  mouths 
off  and  live  to  regret  it.  We  may 
all  have  become  thoroughly 
jaded  about  the  cradle  of  our 
democracy  hut  these  com¬ 
mittees  have  a  knack  of  show¬ 
ing  people  in  their  true  colours. 

Remember  the  famous  ap¬ 
pearance  by  Iain  Vallance. 
chairman  of  British  Telecom, 
who  said  he  envied  the  work¬ 
ing  hours  of  a  junior  hospital 
doctor  or  Bank  of  England 
Governor  Eddie  George's  loss 
of  public  cool  when  he  accused 
the  Treasury  Select  Committee 
of  baying  for  the  blood  of  liis 
staff  after  the  collapse  of 
Barings? 

Even  Kenneth  Clarke,  rhe 
nice  bloke  who  believes  in 
public  services  and  little  Mid¬ 
lands  engineering  firms,  had 
an  outbreak  of  apoplexy  before 
Christmas.  Asked  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  committee  about  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  his  Budget  on  the 
poorest  10  per  cent  measured 
fry  income  (the  tenth  decile  as 
it  is  known),  he  said  this  group 
drove  him  up  the  wall.  Many 
of  them,  he  asserted,  had  very 
good  accountants. 

Underlying  the  Chancellor's 
unfortunate  remark  is  a  soci¬ 
ety-wide  embarrassment 
about  growing  inequality  and 
the  apparent,  permanence  of 
poverty  even  in  the  richest 
societies.  It  is  not  just  Conser¬ 
vatives  who  are  guilty  of 
parading  their  ineffectualness 
in  the  face  of  society's  econom¬ 
ic  extremes.  Jaric  Straw, 
Labours  Shadow  Home  Sec¬ 
retary,  misinterpreted  his  own 
party's  drive  for  the  middle 
ground  by  launching  an  attack 
on  beggars,  win  os  and  squee¬ 
gee  merchants,  an  outbreak 
that  helped,  along  with  female 
quotas,  to  lose  him  his  place  on 
the  National  Executive 
Committee. 

Some  experts  go  to  enor¬ 
mous  lengths  to  dismiss  pov¬ 
erty  as  an  issue.  Richard 
Pryke,  m  a  pamphlet  for  The 
Institute  of  Economic  Affairs, 
argued  that  official  poverty 
statistics  are  grossly  mislead¬ 
ing.  one  of  his  arguments 
being  that  leisure  time  is  not 
properly  valued. 

He  disputes  the  common 
view  that  losing  one's  job 
makes  one  more  unhappy.  An 
official  survey  of  unemployed 
showed  that  34  per  cent  of 
those  who  lost  their  jobs  were 
unhappier.  compared  with  13 
per  cent  who  were  happier. 
Among  those  who  then  found 
jobs,  44  per  ant  were  happier 
and  only  12  per  cent  became 
less  happy. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  glar¬ 
ing  obviousness  of  this,  Mr 
Plyke  invites  us  to  look  at  it  in 
a  different  way.  Two-thirds  of 
those  who  became  unem¬ 
ployed  did  not  become  less 
happy  and  56  per  cent  of  those 
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who  then  got  jobs  did  not 
become  any  happier.  This,  he 
concludes,  means  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  unemployed  place 
a  significant  value  on  their 
leisure.  Is  it  not  possible  that 
people  did  not  become  happier 
when  they  got  a  job  because 
they  were  badly  paid  and 
remained  just  as  worried 
about  being  laid  off  again? 
Britain  and  other  rich  societies 
just  do  not  know  how  to  deal 
with  mass  unemployment  and 
entrenched  poverty.  Indeed, 
solutions  seem  further  off  than 
ever  as  governments  try  to 
limit  social  spending  and  rely 
on  greater  labour  market 
flexibility. 

Leading  economists  in 
Germany  say  that  the  country 
could  do  with  a  good  dose  of 

Thatcherism  to  _ 

expose  industry 
to  the  discipline 
of  the  market  and 
erode  the  gener¬ 
ous  benefits  af¬ 
forded  by  foe 
social  security 
system.  France’s 
panoply  of  social  and  industri¬ 
al  protections  is  under  foe 
severest  pressure  because  of 
the  drive  to  meet  foe  Maas¬ 
tricht  criteria. 

It  is  worrying  that  continen¬ 
tal  economies  want  to  emulate 
tire  Anglo-Saxon  free  market 
economic  model  for  it  is  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Britain  that  have  seen 
the  greatest  increase  in  income 
inequality  and  poverty. 

Roger’ Lawson,  senior  lec¬ 
turer  in  soda]  policy  at  foe 
University  of  Southampton, 
writing  in  a  new  collection  of 
essays  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Friedrich  Ebert  Founda¬ 
tion  called  Old  and  New 
Poverty:  The  Challenge  for 
Reform,  defines  poverty  as 
households  with  a  disposable 
income  of  less  than  50  per  cent 


of  foe  average  disposable  in¬ 
come  in  each  country. 

According  to  this  definition, 
almost  one  in  five  of  non- 
elderly  households  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  fell  below  the  50  per 
cent  poverty  line  by  the  second 
half  of  the  1980s  under  Rea- 
ganite  free  market  policies. 

. .  In  studies  both  by  the  .Euro¬ 
pean  Commission  and  the 
Washington-based  Joint  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Political  and  Economic 
Studies,  Britain  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  having  experienced 
foe  sharpest  increases  in  pov¬ 
erty  and  income  inequality  in 
foe  1980s.  Between  1979  and 
199091.  foe  average  real  in¬ 
come  of  the  bottom  tenth  of 
households  (after  housing 
costs)  fell  14  per  cent,  a  figure 
surely  not  achieved  by  accoun- 


6  New  poverty  is  passed  like 
a  fatal  gene  from  one 
generation  to  the  next  3 


tants  alone,  whereas  foe  rich¬ 
est  tenth  saw  a  50  per  cent 
increase.  Overall,  average 
household  incomes  rose  a  real 
36  per  cent. 

The  disease  is  spreading.  The 
Commission  found  that  in  the  12 
countries  of  the  European 
Union,  the  number  of  people  in 
poverty  increased  slightly  be¬ 
tween  1975  and  1980  from  about 
3S.6  million  to  395  million.  It 
then  jumped  to  about  43.9  mil¬ 
lion  by  1985  and  a  recent,  rough¬ 
er  estimate  (which  includes  foe 
former  East  Germany)  suggests 
that,  by  foe  early  IWOs.  foe 
number  has  jumped  again  to 
some  50  million. 

One  of  Old  and  New  Pover¬ 
ty *s  editors,  Klaus  Funken,  dif¬ 
ferentiates  between  the  kind  of 
poverty  in  which  people  fell 


temporarily  on  hard  times, 
somehow  slipping  through  foe 
social  safety  net,  and  the  al¬ 
most  permanent  kind  of  pov¬ 
erty  which  has  resulted  from 
mass  unemployment  and  been 
exacerbated  as  foe  frontiers  of 
the  State  have  been  rolled 
back.  This  new  poverty  is 
passed  like  a  fatal  gene  from 
one  generation  to  the  next,  the 
children  of  unemployed  par¬ 
ents  being  far  more  vulnerable 
to  unemployment  and  poverty 
themselves’ 

In  the  past,  poverty  used  to 
hir  older  people  particularly 
hard  but  foal  has  improved  a 
great  deal.  In  Britain,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  old  people  living  on  so¬ 
cial  security  fell  25  per  cent  be¬ 
tween  1974  and  1991.  But,  over 
foe  same  rime,  foe  number  of 

_  children  under  J6 

dependent  on 
benefits  has 
quadrupled. 

There  is,  even 
in  a  successful 
economy  such  as 
Germany,  a  bru¬ 
tal  kind  of  centrif¬ 
ugal  force,  flinging  people  to 
the  extremes  of  affluence  and 
poverty.  Over  the  past  20 
years,  economic  growth  has 
risen  by  more  than  70  per  cent 
in  real  terms  in  Germany  but 
tlie  number  of  poor  has  more 
than  doubled  in  foe  same 
period.  The  concept  of  solidari¬ 
ty  has  almost  disappeared 
from  our  vocabulary.  Society 
includes  some  and  excludes 
others  and  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  to  break  this  down. 

Clearly,  a  re-expansion  of 
foe  welfare  state  is  not  a 
runner.  This  would  not  only 
be  economically  unsustain¬ 
able  but  ineffective  at  includ¬ 
ing  the  excluded.  The 
Conservatives  have,  along 
with  foe  other  parties,  been 
groping  slowly  towards  other. 


structural  ways  in  which  eco¬ 
nomic  exclusion  can  be  eased: 
a  changing  balance  between 
benefits  and  taxation,  more 
subsidised  child  care,  greater 
provision  of  training  and  a 
drive  towards  better  educa¬ 
tional  standards. 

But  it  is  likely  that  these 
measures,  even  if  useful  at  the 
margin  or  in  the  longer-term, 
will  be  rendered  meaningless 
if  Britain  continues  to  pursue 
the  tactic  of  frightening  the 
workforce  into  accepting  low 
wages  and  our  European 
neighbours  are  tempted  to 
emulate  foe  approach. 

Therein  lies  insecurity  on  a 
scale  that  destroys  incentives 
and  has  ensured  that  the  “feel¬ 
good”  factor  is  missing  from 
the  current  British  recovery. 
As  Chris  Pbnd.  of  the  Low  Pay 
Unit,  puts  it  “Uncertainty  is 
the  enemy  of  flexibility.  With¬ 
out  protection  of  their  employ¬ 
ment  and  living  standard's, 
people  are  less  willing  to  take 
risks  and  accept  change.'* 

Mr  Pond  quotes  two  great 
Conservatives  on  the  subject. 
In  1909.  Winston  Churchill 
said  that  “decent  conditions 
make  for  industrial  efficiency 
and  increase  rather  than  de¬ 
crease  competitive  power”.  In 
1946.  Harold  Macmillan  wel¬ 
comed  foe  fair  wages  provi¬ 
sion  as  “foe  protector,  certain¬ 
ly  of  the  standard  of  living  of 
the  workers,  but  also  of  the 
standards  of  competence  and 
honour  of  industry  as  a  whole". 

Messrs  Clarke  and  Straw 
would  do  well  to  forbid  them¬ 
selves  the  indulgence  of  preju¬ 
dice  and  panic  in  an  admitted¬ 
ly  difficult  economic  climate 
the  world  over  and  remember 
such  common  sense  from  an 
earlier  time. 

Old  and  New  Poverty:  The  Chall¬ 
enge  for  Reform.  Rivers  Oram 
Press.  Paperback  price:  E9.95. 


BUSINESS  LETTERS 


No  evidence  of  British  Gas  chief  misleading  committee 


From  Mr  Peter  Sanguinetti 
Sir,  Mr  Falconer  (Business 
Letters.  December  22)  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  his  opinion  on  British 
Gas.  But  he  cannot  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  justify  ^  °n  foe  basis 
errors  of  fact 

British  Gas’s  chief  executive 
did  not  mislead  foe  select 
committee.  Each  question 
raised  by  the  committee  was 
answered  fully  and  frankly  in 
writing  and  verbally  before 
and  during  both  heatings.  Mr 
Falconer  should  read  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  report.  He  will  find  no 


evidence  of  the  committee 
being  misled.  On  British  Gas 
long-term  contracts,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  facts  may  assist  him. 
□  Fifty-five  per  cent  of  these 
contracts  were  signed  before 
British  Gas  was  privatised  in 
1986  with  a  statutory  monopo¬ 
ly  and  a  legal  obligation  to 
supply  the  market  up  to  25,000 
therms,  specified  in  the  Offer 
for  Sale  prospectus  as  lasting 
for  25  years,  that  is  to  2011. 

D  Ninety-seven  per  cent  were 
signed  before  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  announced 


in  December  1993  that  compe¬ 
tition  would  be  introduced 
into  the  whole  of  the  domestic 
market  by  1998,  well  ahead  of 
foe  MMCfc  recommended 
date  and  13  years  before  201 1. 

Gas  contract  renegotiation 
has  happened  in  the  US. 
Canada  and  Western  Austra¬ 
lia.  likewise,  renegotiation  is 
inevitable  in  the  UK 
Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  SANGUINETTI 
(Director  of  corporate  affairs), 
British  Gas, 

152  Grosvenar  Road,  SW1. 


Southern  Electric  offers  a  gem  of  new  share  gen  to  stakeholders 


From  Mr  Geoffrey  N.  Dence 
Sir,  i  have  a  small  holding  of 
shares  in  Southern  Electric,  and 
I  have  received  a  40-page  docu¬ 
ment  informing  me  of  a  divi¬ 
dend,  a  special  dividend,  an  allo¬ 
cation  of  National  Grid  shares, 
and  the  consolidation  of  South¬ 
ern  Electric’s  share  capital. 

It  contains  this  gem:  “The 
basis  of  calculation  erf  foe  share 
capital  consolidation  is  that  the 
expeded  market  value  of  each 
new  Southern  Electric  share 


immediately  following  foe 
share  capital  consolidation 
should  be  as  dose  as  practica¬ 
ble  to  the  value  each  existing 
Southern  Electric’s  share 
would  have  had-  prior  to  the 
payment  of  the  special  divi¬ 
dend  (in  each  case  after  ex¬ 
cluding  foe  value  of  the  NGG 
distribution),  and  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  issued  share  capital 
of  foe  company  held  by  each 
shareholder  following  foe 
share  capital  consolidation 


should  be,  as  far  as  practica¬ 
ble,  remain  the  same.  Other 
than  in  respect  af  its  nominal 
value,  which  will  change  from 
50p  to  53,,/«3p.  a  new  electric 
share  will  carry  the  same 
rights  as  an  existing  Southern 
Electric  share.” 

Such  should  not  be  allowed 
to  blush  unseen. 

Yours  faithfully. 

GEOFFREY  N.  DENCE, 

The  firs.  East  Grimstead. 
Salisbury.  Wiltshire. 


Telecoms  regulator’s  crossed  lines 


From  Sir  Kenneth  Wanen 
Sir.  The  grand  title  of  the 
telecommunications  regula¬ 
tor.  Mr  Donald  Cruickshank. 
is  “The  Director-General  of 
Telecommunications".  From 
his  recent  edicts,  he  appears  to 
believe  that  therefore  his  job  is 
to  run  foe  telecom  services  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  Why 
else  could  he  believe  that  he 
can  require  British  Telecom  to 
warn  its  competitors,  in  good 
time,  so  that  they  can  counter 
new  services  BT  wants  to 
launch  (December  22)? 

Surely,  foe  dvil  servants  in 
the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  did  not  give  Mr 
Cruickshank  to  understand 
this  was  to  be  his  remit  so  that, 
indirectly,  they  could  still 
meddle,  post-privatisation? 

To  aid  his  cause,  Mr 
Cruickshank  has  rallied  three 
Acts  of  Parliament  To  one  of 
these  I  commend  his  careful 
attention,  the  Act  which  set  up 
his  office,  in  which  he  will  find 
that  his  principal  duty  is  to  act 
as  a  catalyst  to  look  after  foe 
public  as  customers.  Regula¬ 
tors  are  not  “responsible  to  no 
one",  as  one  of  his  fellow 


regulators  stated  recently.  All 
are  responsible  to  defined 
Secretaries  of  State,  who  are, 
in  turn,  responsible  to 
Parliament. 

Thus  lo  push  his  plans 
before  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  would 
be  an  unwarranted  nonsense 
as  foe  Secretary  of  State  for 
Trade  and  Industry  would  be 
forced  to  be  judge  of  both  foe 
result  of  the  inquiry  and  foe 
actions  of  his  appointee. 

BT  may  not  have  acted  with 
sound  political  wisdom  at 
home  in  1995,  but  in  my 
experience  abroad  none  of  its 
competitors  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  has  to  face  competition 
from  their  own  Regulators 
seeking  to  determine  their 
world-wide  marketing 
potential. 

BTs  customers,  employees 
and  shareholders  must  not  be 
subjected  to  such  stupidity. 
Over  to  foe  Secretary  of  State 
and  Parliamanf! 

Yours  faithfully. 

KENNETH  WARREN. 

Wood  field  House. 

GoudhursL 
Cranbrook.  Kent. 


US  holds  key 
to  NatWest’s 
global  plans 

Richard  Thomson  finds  that  time  is 
of  the  essence  for  an  ambitious  bank 


With  the  sale  of 
NatWest  Bancorp 
last  week.  National 
Westminster  Bank  has  final¬ 
ly  pulled  out  of  retail  bank¬ 
ing  in  America.  It  will  also 
have  more  than  $3  billion 
burning  a  hole  in  its  pocket 
and  it  seems  certain  that  a 
chunk  of  that  will  be 
ploughed  back  into  foe  US. 

For  although  NatWest  has 
left  foe  high  streets,  its 
ambitions  in  America  re¬ 
main  immense.  Its  a  ini  is  to 
build  NatWest  Markets,  its 
securities  and  money  mar¬ 
kets  operation,  into  a  “bulge 
bracket”  investment  bank 
compering  with  the  likes  of 
Goldman  Sachs  and  Mor¬ 
gan  Stanley.  This  is  the  key- 
part  of  a  global  strategy  to 
make  NWM  into  a  leading 
world  investment  bank.  The 
success  of  this  global  ambi¬ 
tion  depends  crucially  on 
success  in  rhe  US. 

“We  want  to  be  prime 
service  providers  to  interna¬ 
tional  investors  because  the 
world  is  moving  into  an  era 
of  a  few  globally  dominant 
securities  "houses,"  explains 
Peter  Hall,  the  head  of 
NWM  in  America,  who  is 
responsible 
for  ensuring 
that  the 
bank's  ambi¬ 
tions  are  real¬ 
ised.  “To  do 
that  we  have 
to  be  in  the 
top  tier  of 
global  invest¬ 
ment  banks.  There's  no  point 
being  in  rhe  second  tieF 
because  you  have  much  the 
same  cost  structure  but  no¬ 
where  near  the  same  reve¬ 
nue  flows.  With  this  aim  in 
view,  the  US  is  strategically 
the  most  important  part  of 
NWM's  growth.  What  we  do 
in  the  US.  mure  than  either 
the  UK  or  Asia,  will  deter¬ 
mine  whether  we  become  a 
top-tier  investment  bank.” 

NWM's  prospects-  for 
growth  in  America  are  better 
than  for  most  other  British 
and  European  banks. 

With  a  staff  of  1,100  active 
in  securities,  corporate  fi¬ 
nance  and  derivatives,  foe 
jewel  in  its  crown  is  the 
equities  business  which  was 
built  up  around  a  core  of 
people  taken  from  Drexei 
Burnham  Lambert  when 
that  firm  crashed  a  few  years 
ago.  It  is  now  the  largest 
foreign-owned  equity  broker 
on  Wall  Street,  and  rhe 
thirteenth  largest  in  die  New 
York  stock  market. 

This  is  the  most  difficult 
and  expensive  pan  to  get 
right,"  says  Mr  Hall.  But  he 
thinks  they  have  finally  done 
so.  with  the  equities  opera¬ 


tion  expected  to  produce 
“good  money”  this  year. 
NWM  has  a  thriving  deriva¬ 
tives  and  swaps  business  as 
well  as  a  strong  foreign 
exchange  and  treasury  oper¬ 
ation,  and  it  is  the  market 
leader  in  the  US  in  financing 
real  estate  trusts.  Us  weak¬ 
ness  is  fixed-interest  bonds. 

A  month  ago  NatWest 
bought  a  small  US  corporate 
finance  boutique.  Gleacher 
&  Co,  for  $135  million  to  beef 
up  its  corporate  advisory 
business.  “To  optimise  the 
profirs  from  our  equities 
business,  we  need  more  of 
primary  business  flow,  such 
as  new  and  secondary  share 
issues."  says  Mr  HaJL  “Be¬ 
fore  Gleacher.  we  didn’t 
have  an  effective  executive 
capability.  Now  we're  seeing 
a  significant  new  deal  flow.“ 
The  purchase  of  another 
smallish  corporate  finance 
operation  remains  likely,  al¬ 
though  NWM  may  build  its 
corporate  finance  team  by 
cherry-picking  individuals 
from  other  firms. 

Another  key  area  that  Nat¬ 
West  is  likely  lo  target  is 
investment  management. 
Growing  organically  in  this 
field,  particu¬ 
larly  fora  for¬ 
eign  ins¬ 

titution, 
would  be  con¬ 
siderably 
more  difficult 
than  buying  a 
US  fund 

management 
firm.  Moreover.  NWM  is 
likely  to  move  fast.  The  move 
towards  consolidation  into  a 
few  global  investment  banks 
is  gathering  pace.  "In  the 
game  being  played  out  in  the 
international  capital  mar¬ 
kets.  time  is  of  foe  essence." 
Mr  Hall  says.  “.Anyone  who 
doesn’t  follow  through  their 
strategy  with  determination 
risks  being  marginalised." 

To  some  observers  in 
America  that  is  already  hap¬ 
pening  to  BZW,  once  the 
strongest  of  the  big  UK 
banks  in  America.  And  since 
its  virtual  collapse  and  take¬ 
over  by  Swiss  Bank  Corpora¬ 
tion  this  year,  SBC 
Warburg's  strong  showing 
on  Wall  Street  appears  to 
have  faded. 

This  leaves  NWM  as  the 
emerging  British  front-run¬ 
ner.  NarWest's  strategy,  how¬ 
ever.  is  fraught  with  dangers. 
To  become  a  leading  invest¬ 
ment  hank  will  be  a  complex 
and  expensive  process.  NWM 
is  probably  correct  in  think¬ 
ing  that  foe  investment  bank¬ 
ing  universe  is  shrinking  to  a 
few  globally  powerful  firms. 
Time  will  tell  if  it  succeeds  in 
becoming  one  of  them. 


6  There  is  no 
point  being  in 
global  banking's 
second  tier  9 


Renewing 
your  home 
contents 
insurance? 


FREE  W  ITH  YOUR  QUOTE 


If  you're  looking  for  quality  home  contents  cover 
from  a  company  you  know  and  trust,  call  Legal  &  General. 

Wfe  offer  up  to  £55,000  new-for-old  cover  with 
added  discounts  for  die  over  40s  or  for  improved  home 
security.  And  if  you  arrange  both  your  home  contents 
and  buildings  insurance 
with  us.  wc’U  give  you 
20%  off  your  buildings 
policy.  So  find  our 
about  better  home 
contents  cover  at  a 
better  price. 

Call  now  for  your  free  no-obligation  quotation, 
we'll  even  give  you  a  free  coinholder  keyring  just  to 
thank  you  for  calling. 

Call  the  name  you  can  trust. 

0800  282  404 
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JO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481  4481 


GENERAL  APPOINTMENTS 


FAX: 

0171  782  7826 
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ation  Technology  Director 


Pjera  is  one  of  Europe’s  larger  consulting,  Reporting  to  the  Chief  Executive  as  a  member  of  the  senior  managemen: 

team,  this  role  requires: 

technology  and  training  companies.  With  offices  .  A  fct  class  commonicator,  with  ^  stature  md  ability  t0  ;nfluence 

in  Britain  and  overseas,  the  Group  offers  a  wide  range  effectively  at  Board  level 

0  A  graduate,  aged  3CM5,  with  at  least  5  years’ experience  of  managing 
of  services  to  its  clients  which  include  multinational  the  IT  function  in  a  major  organisation 

.  .  ,  ..  3  The  vision  and  business  sense  capable  of  using  IT  svstems  to  create 

companies,  government  agencies  and  small  firms  in  , .  ~  .  .  , 

1  ° °  real  benefit  m  commercial  terras 

most  sectors  of  industry  and  commerce.  In  addition,  °  A  Proven  ability  in  the  management  of  complex  projects  and  the 

achievement  of  results  within  right  deadlines 

companies  which  are  members  of  Pera  represent  an  a  A  strategic  thinker  with  a  clear  understanding  of  how  IT  can  be  used 
aggregate  annual  turnover  in  excess  of  £100  billion.  tohelp  bring  about  cultural  cl,a”Ee  ™thin  organi5ations 

This  is  an  important  senior  position  which  offers  an  opportunity  for 

In  recent  years.  Pera  has  developed  a  range  of  consulting  and  information  ^  y  a  company  with  arabi[ious  p^.'  We  are 

based  products  in  which  modern  IT  systems  play  a  considerable  part-  ,  .  , .  __  r  ,  , .  ,  VL  ,  ,  -  , 

r/  r  only  interested  in  applicants  of  the  highest  calibre  and  the  right  person 

Substantial  investment  has  also  been  made  in  a  Virtual  Reality  Facility,  ,  .  ,  .  , 

J  can  expect  a  substantial  remuneration  package, 

communications  networks  and  in  the  extension  of  information  services  to 

Pera’s  member  companies.  We  intend  to  make  a  considerable  further  Please  contact  Amanda  Pera  G™»P>  Middle  Aston  House, 

investment  in  IT  both  for  our  own  use  and  on  behalf  of  our  members  and  Middle  Aston,  Oxfordshire  0X6  3PT  Fax :  01869  340801. 

clients  and  we  require  an  experienced  professional  to  develop  and  MKCUZT* A 

implement  a  co-ordinated  IT  strategy.  Shp  D 

LONDON  .  MIDDLE  ASTON  .  OXFORD  .  MELTON  MOWBRAY  .  SWINDON  -  BARCELONA  .  KUALA  LUMPUR  .  SINGAPORE 


Reporting  to  the  Chief  Executive  as  a  member  of  the  senior  management 
team,  this  role  requires: 

°  A  first  class  communicator,  with  the  stature  and  ability  to  influence 
effectively  at  Board  level 

0  A  graduate,  aged  30-45,  with  at  least  5  years’  experience  of  managing 
the  IT  function  in  a  major  organisation 
3  The  vision  and  business  sense  capable  of  using  IT  systems  to  create 
real  benefit  in  commercial  terms 

*  A  proven  ability  in  the  management  of  complex  projects  and  the 
achievement  of  results  within  right  deadlines 
°  A  strategic  thinker  with  a  clear  understanding  of  how  IT  can  be  used 
to-heip  bring  about  cultural  change  within  organisations 

This  is  an  important  senior  position  which  offers  an  opportunity  for 
considerable  career  growth  in  a  company  with  ambitious  plans.  We  are 
only  interested  in  applicants  of  the  highest  calibre  and  the  right  person 
can  expect  a  substantial  remuneration  package. 

Please  contact  Amanda  Wilkins,  Pera  Group,  Middle  Aston  House, 
Middle  Aston,  Oxfordshire  OX6  3PT.  Fax :  01869  340801. 


MAJOR  SAUDI  ARABIAN  TRADING  COMPANY 
OPERATING  IN  THE  FOOD  SECTOR 

SEEKS 

PERSONAL  ASSISTANT/SECRETARY 
TO  THE  MAN  AGING  DIRECTOR 

British  university  degree. 

Good  presentability,  friendly  personality. 

Proficiency  in: 

-  commercial  matters  (purchases  and  sales,  shipping, 
insurance,  documentary  credits  and  bank  transactions); 

travel  arrangements; 

use  of  personal  computers  (spread-sheet  and  word 
processing). 

Perfect  knowledge  of  written  and  spoken  English.  Knowledge 
of  Arabic  and  Arabic  culture  preferred  but  not  essential. 
Knowledge  of  accountingjalsq  preferable-  _ 

We  offer  long-term  employment  in  a  good  working 
environment,  salary  according  to  experience,  furnished 
accommodation,  one  month  annual  paid  leave  with  air  tickets 
for  employee  and  family,  company  car  and  medical  assistance. 

Candidates  are  requested  to  indicate  desired  annual  salary. 

Applications,  hand-written  and  accompanied  by  CV  with 
references  and  recent  picture,  to: 

Deputy  Managing  Director 
(Personal  and  Confidential) 

P.O.  Box  4150 ,  Jeddah  21491,  Saudi  Arabia. 


General  Manager 


•  Our  client  is  a  leading  UK  based  worldwide  exporter  of  4x4  vehicles. 

•  The  Company  has  grown  rapidly  over  the  last  few  years  and  now  has 
distribution  responsibility  in  approximately  50  countries  in  Africa,  The 
Caribbean,  Eastern  Europe  and  the  Far  East  with  a  projected  annual 
turnover  of  £30m. 

•  A  new  position  is  now  being  created  for  a  General  Manager  with 
operational  responsibility  to  head  up  the  Company's  overseas  dealer 
and  retail  operations. 

•  The  emphasis  will  be  on  managing  and  expanding  sales  into 
approximately  30  countries  through  the  recruitment  and  development 
of  Dealers  and  worldwide  sales  to  UN  Agencies. 

m  The  position  would  suit  a  candidate  with  international  trading 
experience,  preferably  in  the  Mot or  Industry,  with  a  solid  sales, 
operational  and  management  background. 

•  The  position  will  be  based  in  Surrey  and  the  remuneration  package 
and  benefits  wiB  be  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the  position 
and  the  experience  of  the  candidate. 

To  apply  please  telephone  Leon  Levy  on  0171  512 1888 

or  send  your  CV  to: 

Executive  Prospects  Ltd, 

The  tsis  Building, 

193  Marsh  Wall, 

LONDON  E14  9FY  Quoting  Reference  No.  EPL  7147. 


Executive 


HEAD  CHEF 

mMlRrlighdw 
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rwiteurmt.  Mutt  haw  at 
leant  8  yens  Menu 

£144000  M 
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Tel:  0171  937  1551. 


ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANT 
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Product  Marketing 
Manager 

£45,000  package  plus  car  and  benefits 
Southwest 

As  a  multi-million  pound  UK  manufacturer  of  high  quality  PC 
peripherals  for  corporate  PC/Network  applications,  our  diem  continues 
to  expand  sales  throughout  Europe  and  the  US.  A  strong  business 
commitment  to  felly  exploit  profitable  and  exciting  new  markets  is 
reflected  by  the  creation  of  this  role 

Reporting  to  the  Operations  Director,  you  will  manage  a  team  of 
Product  Marketing  Specialists  and  take  on  fell  responsibility  for  driving 
complete  product  (He  cycles  to  influence  and  achieve  the  company’s 
business  objectives. 

You  will  possess  a  strong  background  in  IT  product  development 
environments  ideally  gained  from  a  strategic  marketing  or  senior 
engineering  role.  Excellent  skills  in  team  leadership,  project 
management  and  conceptual  selling  at  all  levels  are  essential. 
PC  operating  systems  knowledge  would  be  advantageous.  Our 
dient  offers  excellent  potential  for  career  progression  to  Senior 
Management  level  in  a  dynamic  environment 
Please  write  in  confidence  with  full  career  and  salary  details  to 
Kevin  Lamb  at 


MANAGEMENT  CONSULTANTS 

UK  Based  £35K-£70K 

Brentwood  Kensington  LimiiMi  is  an  interostional  nuoaaoncni  rmwenhrng  company 
ameatismg  in  business  process  re-engineering.  They  are  currently  recruiting  senior 
professional  management  consultants  to  add  to  their  team  in  the  UK.  Professionals 
chosen  will  be  expected  to  lead  team*  that  are  capable  of  undertaking  complete  process 
analysis  studies  throughout  a  wide  variety  of  industries.  The  teams  wiB  be  expected  to 
establish  benchmarks  and  play  bey  roles  in  financial  and  strategic  pfenning  within 
cfienl  companies.  The  teams  win  play  a  critical  idle  in  the  implementation  of  their 
recommendations  and  the  training  of  dient  staff  in  aU  aspects  of  worid  quality 

management 

Candidates  must  be  graduates,  preferably  with  a  recognised  business  or  engineering 
qualification.  They  must  have  hands  on  consulting  experience  within  a  manufacturing 
or  production  environment  metadrog  at  least  two  yean  of  management  consulting 
team  leadership  responsflrilty.  The  company  has  offices  in  Los  Angeles,  Boston  and 
London.  The  work  win  be  international  and  candidates  must  be  prepared  to  travel 
Fluency  in  one  or  more  hTigragy*  in  addition  to  English  is  desirable. 

Interested  candidates  should  send  CV*t  quoting  current  remuneration,  to  Brentwood 
Kensington  Ltd,  c/o  Ms  Mayberry,  22  Hans  Place,  London  SWIX  0EP. 


The  Brentwood  Kensington  Group 


Wallcoverings  &  Allied  - 
Products 

wmeoianMOww 
Mttswertnmtaaftr 
ItMNWtnOiHhMlBihr 
ocw  ptvtsfcm. 

Area  Managers 
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AUSTRALIA 

POULTRY 

INDUSTRY 


Sales  Manager 
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PRODUCTION  MANAGER: 

Have  you  had  In-depth  experience  of 
managing  personneLtetensdve  (BOO  staff), 
repetitive  production  processes  tit  a 
(preferably)  high-tech  environment?  Have 
you  developed  suitable  controls,  incentives 
and  reporting  systems  to  optimise  production 
output  In  an  environment  which  is  high 
volume,  customer  driven  and  where  large 
team  management  and  communications  skills 
are  essential?  Graduates  preferred.  Based 
Rlckmarawoiib  c  £40K  +  car  +  benefits. 
Please  send  foil  CV  to  Human  Resources 
Manager.  PCI.  Group  Ltd.  Waterside  House. 
47  High  SL.  Rtdonansworth.  Herts  WD3  1ES 


Director  Sales  (MD  Designate) 

GUILDFORD  ~  £six  figure  OTE,  plus  equity 

An  exceptional  opportunity  in  Telecommunications 
for  an  exceptional  individual. 


The  Company 

■  Newly  created  and  licensed  International 
Telecommunications  Company  offering  PTO 
quality  services. 

*  Currently  establishing  a  Pan  European  network 
with  ail  possible  speed  to  take  advantage  of 
deregulation. 

■  Significant  financial  backing. 

The  Position 

■  To  set  up  and  run  the  UK  subsidiary. 

H  Pro-active  role  to  drive  marketing  and  sales 
strategy  and  delivery  for  all  products  and  services 
in  the  UK. 

■  To  recruit,  develop  and  lead  an 
outstanding  sales  team. 

R  To  establish  and  manage  a  dealer 
network. 

H  Full  P  and  L  responsibility. 


R  Highly  visible  role  setting  the  standard  for 
operations  throughout  Europe. 

The  Person 

■  Ambitious  and  self-motivated  with  proven  track 
record  of  successful  sales  management  activity. 

■  A  leader  with  strong  people  management  and 
negotiating  skill. 

■  High  level  of  personal  credibility  and  impact 

■  Demonstrably  successful  track  record  in 
establishing/managing  agent  programmes. 

■  Telecoms  background  -  a  distinct  advantage. 

Phase  send  fuH  CV,  quoting  Reference  1 30 1,  to: 

Telecom  Onto  Associates,  Suite  730, 

2,  Old  Brampton  Road, 

South  Kensington, 

London  SW7  2DQ, 

Fax:  0171  5814445. 
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PUBLIC  &  HEALTHCARE 


toanttfantt  Management  Ognaiiaafe 


HUNT 


U  U  S  E  U  M 


IRELAND 

The  Hunt  Museum  which  to  now  being  estafUteheti  at  the  Custom  House  Limerick  wishes  to  recruit  an  enthusiastic,  energetic  and 
innovative  Museum  Director.  The  director  wfl  have  the  opportunity  of  developing  a  vibrant  museum  which  wffl  also  incorporate  museum 
education,  communication  and  marketing  services. 

The  Hisrt  collection,  assembled  by  John  and  Gertrude  Hunt,  and  presented  by  the  Hunt  family  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  Is  an  Internationally 
accUbned  cofieetton  of  decorative  and  fine  art  and  of  Irish  antiquities. 

The  restoration  and  fit-out  of  the  Custom  House  wifi  be  completed  in  time  for  opening  during  1996. 

Represented  on  the  Board  of  The  Hunt  Museum  Limited  are  the  University  of  Limerick,  Limerick  Corporation,  the  Hunt  Family,  The  Hunt 
Museum  Trust,  Shannon  Development  and  the  Limerick  business  community,  ft  also  enjoys  the  support  of  the  Department  of  Arts, 
Culture  and  the  Gaettacht  and  the  Office  of  PutAc  Works. 

The  Board  of  the  Museum  is  Booking  a  person  with  experience  in  museum  or  arts  administration,  possessing  good  management, 
communication  and  marketing  akfls. 

The  new  Director  wH  have  the  necessary  professional  knowledge,  drive,  flair  and  the  ambition  to  develop  the  museum  to  its  fell  potential. 
The  appointment  wM  be  made  on  a  contract  basis  with  a  remuneration  package  which  reflects  the  responsibffity  of  the  positron  In  a 
museum  of  national  importance. 

Applcants  should  submit  a  curriculum  vitae  together  with  any  supporting  relevant  material  to:  -  The  Secretary,  The  Hunt  Museum  Umttad, 
GPA  House,  Shannon,  Co.  Clare  before  5.00p.m.  on  Tuesday,  9  January,  1996. 

Personal  Business  Advisers 

BUSINESS  LINK  LONDON  CENTRAL 

The  London  Boroughs  of  Camden  •  Hammersmith  &  Fuffiam  •  Lambeth  •  Southwark  •  Westminster  ■  The  Royal  Borough  of  Kensington  &  Chelsea 

£25,000-£30,000  per  annum 


This  it  your  done*  to  pbgr  a  key  role  in  the 
(Mvary  of  a  dynamic  new  concept  of  support 
for  snail  and  median  need  businesses  with 
growth  potential  in  Central  London.  Business 
Link  needs  high  calibre,  perceptive  business 
development  professionals  capable  of  buDtfing  a 
portfolio  of  dent  companies  whom  they  wil 
adviu  and  help  with  strategies  co  maximise 
performance  and  achieve  viable  long-term 
objectives  in  a  competitive  world. 

The  role  o(  the  Personal  Business  Adviser 
is  crucial  co  die  success  of  Business  Link.  As 
well  as  possessing  the  requisite  technical 
expertise  and  diagnostic  skirts,  you  vrfB  be  a 
prime  mow,  taking  Business  Link  into  die 
marketplace,  targeting  companies  and  creating 
your  own  ponfoto  of  some  50  dleitts.  Tbu  wffl 
be  responsible  for  generating  income  from  a 
range  of  tariffed  Business  Link  services. 

lb  succeed  you  will  need  do  demonstrate 

•  an  swwiiea  of  how  smofi  to  medium 
bustnesss  function  and  stttwe 


•  an  tnxterstvntDng  of  the  management  of 
grewth  and  change 

•  prefideeey  in  badness  plans  and  budgets 
>  analytical  and  fwoblem'CoMng  ddH* 

•a  grasp  of  finandat  management  and 


•  computer  fitenicy  to  buHnea  appikathns 

•  leodenhtp  and  tconwmHdnz  qualities; 

•  empathy  aenOMty  and  an  open  mind 

•  an  atdfity  to  avgadm  and  priaritba  you- work 

A  specialism  eg.  marketing,  production, 
finance,  export^  training,  would  be  *n  advantage. 

Resourceful  and  shrewd,  you  win  have 
learned  to  Ibait  on  the  key  issues  of  managing 
a  business  or  dent  account  without  losing 
tight  of  the  whole  picture.  You  know  how  to 
initiate  and  build  lasting  working  relationships 
with  your  dens.  Your  ability  co  listen, 
observe,  analyse  and  communicate  in  terms 
your  dienes  understand  wUI  underpin  your  role 


as  a  problem-solver  and  facilitator.  You  make 
things  happen. 

Business  Link  London  Central  opened  in 
November  1995.  Applications  are  invited  from 
suitably  qualified  men  and  women  to  join  the 
team  of  Personal  Business  Advisers.  For  further 
Information  and  an  application  form,  please 
Contact  our  recrukment  advisers  sc 
Withers  Wood  BrigdaJe  Ltd,  Kent  House, 
Market  Place,  London  WIN  7AJ. 
Tek  0171-255  3063,  Roe  0(71-2553125, 
E-Mail  I0035Q.I034  _ 

QcofnpuserwLCom. 

Quote  ref.  PBA. 

Completed 
application  forms 

Friday  I2tihjaniwy  BUSINESS 

1996.  Shortlisted  ■  |6||« 
candkfaw  wa  be  L  I  N  K 
required  to  spend  a 
day  at  our  Assess- 
ment  Centre. 


We  ore  committed  to  an  Erjud  Opportunities  Fc&y  tsxJ  wisme  cppfictwns  fiom  al  ■xcUore  of  the  community. 


■  CHOICE  1 

Frolic  with 
Michael  Frayn's 
Offenbach  rewrite. 
La  Belle  Vivette 

VENUE:  In  repertoire  at 
the  London  Coliseum 


LONDON 

LA  BELLE  VIVETTE  IV*  Coliseum  s 
cotaurfw  CJmstmas  romp  is  deftly 
dPKWd  OV  ler>  Judge  with  a  script  by 
Mrcnad  Frayn  and  munn:  by  OlfenOach 
L«tay  Gsnen  and  Neil  Archer  laVelbe 
romantic  leads  iJanb  Ke*y  end  Thonus 
Randle  al  some  mats).  and  James 
HoTrocs  conducts 
Cotbeum,  St  Martin's  Lam.  WC2 
(0171-^3563051  Today.  2  30pm  and 
7.30pm.  Thurs.  7  30pm  © 

WHAN  QUARTET  TheW.gnwre 
ic-tutra  horn  its  Chnsimas  broae  mth  a 
nxiv-el  potrartwdar  Prague S  Wihan 
Cnunet  was  decowaed  n  1991.  raien  a 
'jnw 1  otf  lop  pri»  In  the  London 
String  Quartet  Competition  Jodgo  toi 
yourwil  where  may  taS  m  our  current 
goidai  ago  of  samg  quarters  They  pl  ay 
Schubert.  Moran  and  D«l*. 

Wlgmore  Hall,  Wigmote  Shear.  W1 
101 71- 93521411  Tonight  730pm  © 
DIE  FLEDERMAU5  Robert  Tear. 
Judith  Haworth,  nmarcta  Ttune. 
ftanaveniura  Bo  none  and  Denis  Ouiley 
are  among  the  cast  l«  (wo  concert 
perlornunaes  or  Jobarm  Snauss's 
comic  late  ol  VAarmcs*  inttigiw  and 
romans®  James  Lockhart  conducts  the 
BBC  Concert  Orchestra 
Barbican.  51k  Street.  EC2  10171-636 
6891 1  Today.  3pm  Fn.  7  X<om.  © 


B  A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL  Revival  o' 
Ian  Judge's  popular  but  over-sweel 
production.  Clive  Fijncrs  plays 
Scrooge 

Barbican.  SASUN.  EC2  (0171-638 
3©  If  Mjrr-Sir,  7  15pm.  most  mats 
Mid  out  Unhi  Jan  13  © 

B  THE  DUCHESS  OF  MALH 

Anastasia  Hide  plays  the  beleaguered 
nerxv  n  CJ»ek  ty  Jowl's  new 
pKiduchon  In  London  'Oi  a  month 
during  ne  world  lour. 

Wyndhom'v  Channg  Cross  Rd.  VtCC 
10171-3651  I746|  Nourpreinewing.  730; 
mat  Sat.  5  30pm  Opens  Jar  2 

□  FUNNY  MONEY  ftoy  Coonevplavs 
its?  man  who  Imps  a  bag  o!  bar*  -rotes 
in  his  Uiesi  laica.  Charte  Drake 
<V£elten>  as  a  sorNy-lned  tau-dnver 
Playhouse.  Northumberland  Avenue. 
WCCI0171-S3S  44011  Mori-Su,  torn 
mats  Thuis.  3pm  and  Sal.  5pm  © 

BAN  INSPECTOR  CALLS  Stephen 
Daidiy  s  powertul  produenon.  vunh 
Nicholas  Wxxtesou  as  me  aWhiWrrng 
Injpecior,  and  Edward  Feet  and  Susan 
Ervget  as  me  pillars  ol  society 
Garrick.  C hiring  Cross  Raid.  WC2 
(0171*494  50851  Mcr-Fn.  7  JSpm:  Sat. 
3  15pm.  mats  Wed.  2.30pm.  Sat.  5pm 
B  JOLSON  The  teqhs  and  lows  oi  the 
smgef  with  uurjh  a  monger  ago.  Brian 
Conley  belts  out  iha  aongs  enpyatrfy 
and  Sally  Aim  Tooted  rs  an  stipressve 
Ruby  Keefer 

Victoria  Palace.  Victoria  Sneet.  SWi 
<0l7t-63rf  T3I7;  MOrvSar.  7 30pm 
mats  Wed  and  Set.  3pm  © 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  THE  INDIAN  IN  THE  CUPBOARD 

iPGl  A  lay  Indian  figure  comes  aln-e 
Rcstjamcd  and  snagmaUve  version  ol 
Lyrme  Reid  Band's  chikien's  stones, 
with  Hal  Scardmo  and  Utefool  Oirecro t. 
Fiarrv  Or 

Ctaphom  Ptcturo  House  10171-4% 
33231  MGM  C hotaoa  10)71-362  5096) 
Odoons:  Kensington  (01426  914666) 
West  End  (0 1 426-915  574 1 

CURRENT 

ANGELS  AND  INSECTS  118) 
Pt'Kreapve  games  m  Vfctcnan  England 
Handsome  but  sMI  drama,  with  Mad- 
Rylance.  Patsy  k-ensrt  and  knstm  Scon 
Thomas  Director.  Ptriip  Haas 
Curzon  Mayfair  tOI  7 1  -3(f)  1720] 

MGM  Fulham  Road  (0171-370  2636) 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  <0|4J6 
914TB9)  Richmond  (01 81  332  'TOO ) 

♦  BABE  £Ui  Gtoncnjs,  vtvaejous  lannly 
film  about  e  sheep-herding  pig.  with  a 
cast  ol  faAing  animals  Director.  Dots 
Noonan 

Barbican©  (0171-638  8B91) 

Ctapham  Picture  House  (Oi7i -498 
3323)  Empire  ©  (01 71 -J37  123A) 
MGMk  Baker  Street  (0171-936  9772) 
Fulham  Rood  (0 171-370  263® 
Trocadero  ©  (01 71 -434  0031 1  Qdeon 
Swiss  Cottage  1014269®  096)  Plaza 
(0171-437  1234)  Rio  (0171  2546677) 
Ritzy  (01 7 1 -737  2121)  UCI  Whitatoys 
©(0171-792  33321 

♦  GOLDENEYE  Hffl  PeiceBnwnan 
•wrMes.  as  (he  new  James  Bond  App- 
roermg  Ihnflei  wuh  a  sense  Ql  humew. 
with  Sean  Bean 

Barbican  ©10171-6380691)  MGMs: 
Baker  Street  10171935  9772)  Ctwtsea 
(Ol  7i -352  SOSd)  Fulham  Road  (0171- 


■  CHOICE  2 

A  Viennese  whirl 
for  Denis  Quilley 
in  Strauss’s 
Die  Fledermaus 

VENUE:  Today,  tomorrow 
at  the  Barbican 


THE* 


(TIMES 


ARTS 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  28 1995 

■  turkeys 

The  worst  night 
attheopera? 
Henze’s  We  Come 
to  the  River 
was  a  stinker 

on  an  epic  scale 


■  CHOICE  3  - 

Lesley  Joseph 
leads  thespians 
and  sportsmen  in 
Dick  Whittington 

VENUE:  Noiwat  the 
New  Victoria.  Woking 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Kris  Anderson 


ELSEWHERE 

LIVERPOOL  As  the  new  yea 
approaches,  the  Royal  Liverpool 
Phflharmotilc  Orchestra  host3  a 
Viennese  ensuing  ol  its  own:  Edward 
Warren  conducts  and  Margaret 
Richardson  b  the  sotcusl. 

PhflharmorUc  Hall,  hope  Street  (Q151  - 
709  37B9J  Tonfghl  and  lomonow. 
730pm  © 

MANCHESTER  The  <2ortiaa  has-  put 
logethet  ahorfwr  m  its  tang  (me  of  actfon- 
packed  shows  tw  cMdren  atynung  as 
(our  Thus  year,  an  adwntir;  «i  a  magic 
tordsi  bursfing  wffheccwiirte 
wctduindeta  Hamel  and  Gratel.  of 
course 

Contact  Oxtord  Road  10161  -274 
4400)  Today.  2. 30  and  7pm  Urrti  Jan 
12  © 

SNAPS  Punisr  N*jfar  D«r»J9r»ko 
r  alums  la  ofiape  lor  a  'grandly  romantic 
prisgromme.  mduding  Chopin's 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
el  llwalie  showing  In  London 

B  House  fun,  returns  only 
B  Soma  saats  available 
□  Seats  al  all  prices 


■  A  LITTLE  NIGHT  MUSIC.  Elegant 
and  stneeuiuf  production  by  Sean 
Moihas  of  Sandfam's  Swedish 
charmer  Judr  Dench,  Partcra  Hodge. 
S>an  FTufllps  ind  Lambert  Wifeon 
among  the  stars  stvtrrg  m  the  night 
National  lOUvrert.  S«j1h  Bank.  S£1 
(0171-92822521  Tonrght-Mort.  ?  15pm. 
mat  Sal,  2pm  © 

□  PRIVATES  ON  PARADE.  Tony 
Slattery  plays  the  nepressiHy  camp 
entertaner  n  Peter  Mrcncrts  axoecty 
with  music,  set  At  an  Army  Camp  Party  m 
Malaya  n  <046  Paul  Clayton  direct: 
Greenwich  Ckxxrs  Hid,  SE10  (0181- 
856  7755)  Mon-Sal  7  45pm.  mai  Sal 
230pm 

□  RUPERT  STREET  LONELY 
HEARTS  CU/B  English  Taumg 
Theatre's  production  ol  Jonathan 
Harvey's  thoughtful  and  paumaie  play: 
t-ei  nan  .-w  London  bedsit  whare 
most  of  (he  character:  have  W/e 
Iroubes 

Criterion.  Piccadfly  Cecus,  Wl  (0171- 
83944681  Tue-Sat.  6pm.  Sun.  7pm: 
mais  Sal  4pm  and  Sun.  3pm 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
fibns  hi  London  and  (where 
indicated  wtth  the  symbol  *  } 
on  release  across  the  country 


370  2536)  Odoons:  Kensington 
(0M26  914666)  Leicester  Square 
1014269156631  Marble  Arch  (01426 
9145011  Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914098) 
UCJ  WWtaleys©  (01 71-792  3332) 

LA  BELLE  ET  LA  BETE  (PG>- Revival 
qi  Cocteau's  enchanting  verson  at 
Baiwy  and  me  Seasi  wnh  Jean  Manns 
and  Jocerte  Day 

Everyman  ©  (0171-435  1525)  NFT 
(01 71  928  32321  Rtey  (0 1 71 -737  2121 1 
IN  THE  BLEAK  MIDWINTER  <  15) 
Actors  struggle  !o  mounr  Hamtel  Owr- 
menre  comedy  hom  lanneih  Branagh, 
with  Mtahael  Matorviv  Joan  Co»ns. 
Barbican©  (0171-638  8891)  MGM 
Tottenham  Coiot  Road  (0 1 7 1  -636 
6148)  Odeona:  Haymarkot  (01426 
915353)  Kensington  1014269146661 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426914098)  RRzy 
(0171-737  2121) 

*  MURDER  IN  THE  FIRST  (15|- 
Flashy  t»j»  ebsoremg  Alcanaz  drama, 
wnh  Kevm  Bacon,  i^ttnsaer  Safer  and 
Gary  'Dtdman  Director.  Marc  Rocoo 
MGM  Haymartnet  (0171-839  1527) 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914096) 
UCI  WhHelays  ©  (0171-792  3332) 
Warner©  (0171 -t37  4343) 

♦  POCAHONTAS  CM  Strange*  diil 
slice  oi  American  h eatery  a  backward 
slep  lor  Di  jney  'aailocna  alter  Alaridtf i 
and  The  UonKrnc/ 


Grande  Pc+xtase  BnOame  and 
Schumann's  Eludes  ^mphortquas 
romonow's  landy  concert  teaores 

Alec  Beth's  The  BQ  Wash  Cyt*  (Wltf) 
short  spur) 

Concert  Halt.  SufWL  (0728  453543J 
Today  and  (pmornw,  3 .30pm. 

WOKING:  Dick  WhftHngton  boosts  a 
sianv  cast  iris  ol  lasers.  gStter  and 
glamour,  plus  a  CalUngcal  Vttti  Lesley 
Joseph.  Rosereana  Ford,  hrtss  AkaDJ® 
and  Robert  Duncah. 

New  Victoria.  Peacoda  Ans  Certra 
(0483  761 1441  Today.  2  30  and  7  30pm. 

Until  Feb  4  © 

LONDON  GAl  t  FRIFS 

British  Museum-  Hederestic  World:  An 
and  Odium  (0171-636 1555)  . 
Hayward  Art  and  Paw  Europe 
under  (ha  delators  1930- 1945  (071-928 
3144)  NaUoml  Gatleiy- Gods  to 
Low-  life  Caracd  Cartoons  Resayed 
(0171-7472885)  .  National  Portrait 
Gallery  Richard  and  Mans  Cosway 
10171-306  0055)  Royal  Academy 
David  Hcctawy  Drawwg  Rstrpspecttfe 
(0171-439  7438)  .  Tate  Coif)  Sell. 

The  Art  erf  War  1939^5(0171^87 
8000)  V  A  A:  Jem  Art  from  (now. 

Ba-i  ri  the  Envelope:  famous  an  and 
dosrgnscnbbfes  (0171-9388500).  . 
Whitechapel.  Emu  Nokia  (0171-522 
7888) 


B  THE  SHAKESPEARE  REVUE- A 

witty  evening  ol  song.  dano»  and 
sfcfliriies  to  'Jo  with  WWam  S 
Assembled  by  Christopher  lusoomb? 
end  Malcolm  McKee 
Vaudeville  Strand,  WC2  (01 71  -836 
9987)  Mon-Prf.  8pm:  Set.  &30prr.  mere 
Wed.  2  30pm  and  Sat.  5  30pm 
B  THE  TOWER.  Ateranrie  Dunes ' 
high  roman (k:  melodrama  goes  way  over 
the  top  lor  most  modem  tastes  but  is 
wortft  a  «isft  noneehetess.  Sneed 
Cusadv  plays  the  seu-mad  and 
murderous  quwm. 

AbneWa.  Atneida St  (0)71-359 4404/. 
Mon-Sat  7  30pm.  Sal  2.30pm  © 

□  THE  WIND  IN  THE  WILLOWS 

Jeremy  Sinden  plays  the  ebuBrent  Toad 
n  the  row  annual  irium  ol  ihe  Nahonel 
Theatre  production.  SHi  ddghnri 
Old  Vie.  Waterloo  Road.  S£i  10177- 
9286656)  Mon-Sal  7.  marts  Wed. 

Sai  daily  n  w«h  ol  Dec  26. 2  30pm  © 

LONG  RUNNERS 

B  Buddy  Sttand  (017 1930  8800).  . 
B  Corramm  tearing  Doors.  Grrigud 
(0171-494  55301..  B  Fame:  The 
Musical-  Cembndga  i0(  71-494  5083i 

□  Five  Guys  Named  Mov  Albery 

(0171-3691730).  Blndbn  Ink 
Aldnvch  (0171-4186003)  .  DUo 

Mte^reUes-  Palacu  (0171-434  09091 
B  Starlight  Express  A^joUo  V)ct  ona 
(01 7  >-8288665}  □  The  Woman  lr 

Block  Fortune  (0171-836  2238) 

Fk*«  inkxmatrori  supplied  by  Shorty 
ol  London  Theatre  AvsUsbPty  at  time 
of  going  to  press;  check  box  office. 


Barbican  ©(01 7 1-638  8891)  MGM 
CMsm  (0171-3525096)  Odeons: 
Kensington  (01426914666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914098)  Pftoenix 
(0181-8832233)  Ritzy  10171-737  2121) 
UCI  WhfMeysQ  (0171 -792  33321 
Warner©  (0f7l-«7rf343r 

«  THE  SANTA  CLAUSE  ftfl-  Drvonred 
dad  becomes  he  new  Sonia  Broad 
lamiiy  'Mrtiedy  with  a  human  lace. 
teztunnq  Tim  Mgn. 

MGM  Chelsea  (0171-352  5£»5) 
Odoons:  Kensington  lOt 426  91 46W 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914098)  West 
End  (01426  91S574)  UCI  WMIstoys  © 
(0171-792  3332) 

SISTER  IfYSISTEH  (IS)-  M.xtest 
chamber  piece  about  a  strffing  French 
household  Whh  Joety  Fftchmfcor 
Jodhr  May  and  Jriie  Waders  Drvcroi. 
Nancy  MecWet 

MGM  Piccadilly  (0171-437  3561J 

♦  THE  SWAN  PRINCESS  iU|-  Wcaia 
ttweafens  weddng  of  Pnnce  Cterefr  and 
Process  Odette  Bland  arwnaied  l  ary 

I  ate  Orector.  Richard  Rich 
MOM  Tracadsro©  (017j-ii»  iX»l| 
UCI  Wblteleys©  (0171-792  3332) 

♦  THREE  WISHES  IPGIHobo 
spreads  wrsdom  tn  the  American 
sutxxbs.  Dawdling  romantic  lartiasy 
rirected  by  Martha  Coot  Klge.  with 
PetncJ'  Swayze  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Mastramwo 

MGM  Tteeadaro©  (0171 -434  0031) 
Warner  ©(0171-437  43431 

♦  TO  DIE  FOR  (15/  Detoous  social 
satire  about  a  rrievisron  vrealhw  guT s 
mutdetoijs  lust  tot  glory  Gus  Van  Sant 
directs  Nicote  Erdman  and  f4an  CWtort 
MGM  Hoymariwt  (0171-839 1527) 
Odrum  Mezzanine  ©  (Q 1 426  9 1 5683J 
Warner©  (01 7 1  -437  4343) 


FAMOUS  DEBACLES:  Rodney  Milnes  recalls  Henze’s  We  Come  to  the  River 


I  came,  I  saw,  I  giggled 


As  Benedict.  Nightin¬ 
gale  wisely  observed 
when  launching  this 
series:  "When  it 
comes  to  awfulness,  musicals 
are  in  a  category  of  Iheir  own." 
And  what  are  operas  but 
musicals  cubed?  Which  makes 
isolating  an  operatic  turkey  a 
dour  undertaking:  as  Frankie 
Howerd  remarked,  it's  cruel  to 
mock  the  afflicted.  However 
truly  awful  a  new  opera,  the 
spectres  of  good  intentions,  of 
thousands  of  man-hours,  not 
to  mention  many  more  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds,  are  there  to 
rattle  their  chains  and  prick 
your  conscience. 

There  was  Ginast  era's 
Bomarzo  about  the  life  and 
hard  times  of  a  homosexual 
hunch  hack  dwarf  —  surely 
piling  it  on  a  bit  —  at  the 
Coliseum  in  )97b.  it  was  like 
bong  buttonholed  by  the 
worst  kind  of  pub  bore,  but 
you  had  to  admire  the  energy 
and  commitment  of  the  young 
Graham  Clark  in  the  title  role. 

Or  Philip  Glass’s  The  Mak¬ 
ing  of  the  Representative  for 
Planet  8  (1988),  also  at  the 
Coliseum,  for  me  an  evening 
of  matchless  horror,  but  there 
are  people  1  respect  who 
believe  Glass  to  be  the  most 
important  composer  of  the 
centuty.  Again,  one’s  heart 
went  out  to  singers  such  as 
Lesley  Garrett  and  Andrew 
Shore,  who  worked  their  socks 
off  (in  vain)  to  try  to  bring  it  to 
life. 

We  all  have  our  list  of  what 
might  be  called  “Arts  Council 
operas",  dutifully  commis¬ 
sioned.  dutifully  performed, 
and  instantly  forgotten.  They 
might  include  ...  no.  no.  it's 
cruel  to  mock  the  afflicted.  So 
my  gaze  turns  cravenly  to 
turkeys  that  might  mm  out  to 
be  swans,  such  as  Richard 
Rodney  Bennett's  Conrad- 
based  Victory  {Covent  Garden, 
1970).  Known  in  the  trade,  oh 
so  wittily,  as  “Defeat",  it  was 
not  judged  a  success,  but 
memories  of  it.  nor  least  of  the 
young  Anne  Howells  in  the 
female  lead,  have  haunted  me 
ever  since,  and  in  an  operatic 
climate  healthier  than  ours  it 
would  long  since  have  been 
revived.  Bennett  certainly 
knows  how  to  wrire  for  the 
theatre,  and  his  operatic  si¬ 
lence  since  Victory  is  much  to 
be  mourned. 

So  the  focus  tightens  inexo¬ 
rably  on  a  turkey  that,  if  it  was 
one.  was  at  least  a  turkey  on 
an  epic  scale  —  Henze’s  We 
Come  to  the  River,  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  Royal  Opera  in 
1976.  Of  course  it  wasn't  a 
turkey  pure  and  simple: 
Henze  is  a  prolific  and  suc¬ 
cessful  opera  composer,  and 
the  libretto  was  by  Edward 
Bond,  a  prodigiously  gifted 
playwright  But  circumstances 
alone  conspired  to  point  it  at 
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Epic  turkey:  We  Come  to  the  River,  premiered  by  the  Royal  Opera  in  1976,  had  three  stages  and  127  named  roles 


least  in  the  general  direction  of 
turkeydom. 

To  begin  with,  these  ■‘Ac¬ 
tions  for  Music-  —  nothing  so 
bourgeois  as  "opera"  for 
Henze  and  Bond  —  were 
performed  on  three  stages,  one 
built  out  over  the  orchestra  pit 
There  were  three  orchestras 
dotted  about,  two  culled  from 
the  London  Sinfonietta.  one 
from  the  Royal  Opera  House. 

There  was  also  a  large 
military  band  and  127  named 
roles,  shared  out  between 
more  than  70  singers  (what 
can  it  all  have  cost?).  One 
result  was  that  every  British 
singer  of  note  (and  quite  a  few 
not)  can  rightly  claim  in 
programme  bios  to  have  sung 
at  Covent  Garden.  Do  I  re¬ 
member  Felicity  Lort  as 
“Young  Girl  3’7  No,  actually, 
but  the  programme  says  she 
was  there. 

Whenever  two  or  three  of 
them  are  gathered  together. 
River  stories  fly.  and  having 
had  an  aisle  seat  1  can  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  one  of  them. 
About  30  Girls  and  Ladies  in 
exquisite  Edwardian  garden- 
party  attire  had  to  exit  through 
the  auditorium,  improvising 
like  fury,  one  of  them  giving 
many  a  gracious  Queen  Moth¬ 
er  wave  to  the  stalls  as  she 
blithely  trilled:  "Money  back 
on  your  way  ouL  money  back 
on  your  way  out" 

The  sheer  logistics  of  River . 
quite  apart  from  the  difficulty 
of  performing  Henze's  music. 


have  meant  that  it  has  sunk 
from  view.  The  Royal  Opera 
never  revived  it:  there  were  a 
handful  of  productions  in 
Germany,  and  one  in  America 
in  1984. 1  suppose  you  have  to 
admire  its  creators'  refusal  to 
compromise;  even  if  it  doomed 
their  work  to  obscurity.  That 
lack  of  compromise  extended 
to  the  text:  twice,  separate 
actions  were  performed  simul¬ 
taneously  on  each  of  the  three 
stages  —  there  was  not  the 
slightest  chance  of  their  being 


6 1  suppose  you 
have  to  admire 
its  creators’ 
refusal  to 
compromise  ? 


understood.  Frequent  double¬ 
actions  stood  a  better  chance, 
but  not  much. 

The  irony  of  all  this  is  that 
River  marked  the  culmination 
of  Henze’S  communist  phase. 
In  a  much  mocked  collective 
programme  note  —  “school¬ 
boy  Marxism"  sniffed  Hans 
Keller  —  he  and  Bond  noted 
the  exclusion  of  the  lower 
orders  from  culture,  and 
maintained  that  “in  our  age 
the  artist  must  help  to  create 


the  image  and  consciousness 
of  the  working  class".  The 
reaction  of  any  member  of  the 
working  classes  —  whether 
they  still  existed  in  1976  is  open 
to  debate  —  witnessing  this 
uncompromisingly  elitist  spec¬ 
tacle  can  only  be  imagined. 

What  was  the  Royal  Opera 
doing  commissioning  it? 
Those  were,  of  course,  the  days 
when  we  all  revelled  in  post- 
imperialist  guilt,  and  invited 
the  Great  Wave  of  opera 
producers  from  East  Ger¬ 
many  to  come  and  lecture  us 
on  how  dreadful  we  were, 
squirming  fsome  of  us)  with 
guilty  pleasure  at  the  results. 

Here,  Bond’s  massively  cor¬ 
rect  action  tells  of  a  victorious 
general  who  goes  blind,  and  in 
the  process  comes  to  see  the 
enormity  of  the  imperial  sys¬ 
tem  he  supports.  He  is  put  in 
an  asylum,  and  killed  by  the 
inmates.  A  Fascist  governor  is 
assassinated;  countless  vic¬ 
tims  are  destroyed.  All  is 
presented  in  simplistic  class- 
war  terms:  the  ruling  classes 
are  pitch  black,  the  working 
classes  whiter  than  next 
week’s  improved  detergent  (up 
to  a  point  Comrade  Copper). 
War  is  a  bad  thing  (gosh!), 
lunatics  alone  are  sane.  Child¬ 
ren  help  to  launch  the  slow 
march  of  triumph  at  the  end. 
As  the  veteran  German  critic 
H.H.  Stuckenschmidt  wrote: 
“The  yawning  abyss  of  kitsch 
opened  up." 

Listening  to  River  again 


after  20  years  I  was  struck  by 
two  things:  the  theatrical  pow¬ 
er  of  the  music  with  which 
Henze  fleshes  out  Bond’s  para¬ 
ble.  and  the  superb  diction  of 
die  70-plus  singers.  Yet  it  was 
the  quality  of  the  music  that 
drew  from  KelJer  the  most 
withering  condemnation  of 
the  opera  and  its  composer: 
"The  human  tragedy  is  not 
bad  people  (a  negligible  mi¬ 
nority}  but  good  people  who 
have  given  away  (not  sold) 
their  consciences  to  a  collective 
ideal”  Ouch. 

1  suppose  in  the  aid  River 
was  a  turkey.  It  was  heroically 
impractical.  It  was  dated  even 
then  —  Henze’s  use  of  The 
Eton  Boating  Song  as  a 
symbol  of  what’s  wrong  with 
the  world  really  was  fighting 
the  last  century’s  battles — and 
the  class  war  had  been  won 
and  lost.  It  would  be  unkind  to 
suggest  that  the  verbal  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  Greek  colonels 
and  assorted  Fascist  regimes 
could  as  well  apply  (we  now 
know)  to  Henze’s  beloved 
Cuba. 

But  it  is  hard  not  to  be 
nostalgic  for  a  time  when 
people  held  beliefs,  when 
people  thought  about  some¬ 
thing  other  than  next  week's 
lottery  numbers.  I’m  certainly 
nostalgic  for  a  time  when  a 
top-price  Covent  Garden  stall 
cost  £6,30  (my  ticket  stub  fell 
out  of  the  programme).  It’s  not 
just  the  lower  orders  who  are 
excluded  from  culture  now. 
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■  FILM! 

A  child  and  a 
lost  banknote  are 
the  main  items 
in  a  heart-warming 
Iranian  movie.  The 
White  Balloon 


■  FILM  2 

. . .  while  the 
life  and  awakening 
love  of  a  pizza 
chef  provide  the 
material  for  the 
intriguing  Heavy 


■  FILM  3 

Ken  Loach’s 
Land  and 
Freedom  is 
one  of  Geoff 
Brown’s  movies 
of  the  year 


■  FILM  4 

On  this  day, 

100  years  ago, 
the  Lumiere 
brothers  opened 
the  world’s  first 
paying  cinema 


RADIO 


ri 


* 


Only  one 
box  had 
vision 


TALK  about  a  season  of 
comfort  and  joy.  The  phrase 
might  haw  bin  composed  for 
radio  types  at  Chrisunas,  a 
time  when  we  are  prone  to  a 
superior  sniff  through  the 
television  listings  in  search  of 
reasons  to  cry  bah.  humbug! 
Phrases  such  as  “a  feature- 
length  episode  of  . . .*•  and  “a 
special  Christmas  edition  of 
. . lifter  the  listings  like  pine 
needles,  proving  that  tele¬ 
vision  is  a  wasteland  of  un¬ 
original  programming. 

Whereas  radio  . . .  radio  on 
Christmas  Day,  to  take  a  fr 
instance,  behaves  as  if  intelli¬ 
gent  life  were  still  functioning. 
Radio  4  even  has  bulletins 
read  by  proper  newsreaders. 
All  right,  I  don't  know  what 
happened  to  the  news  editors. 
On  Christmas  morning  the 
news  was  led  by  the  Royal 
Family  gathering  without 
Princess  Di,  followed  by  half 
of  Scotland  being  buried 
under  snow.  Southeastern 
bias'?  You  said  it 

But  then  came  real  pro¬ 
grammes.  Lashings  of 
Ginger  Beer -at  10am  was  a 
gem  in  which  children  sam¬ 
pled  the  fare  in  children's 
books.  After  that,  the  Beeb 
even  had  the  nerve  to  start  a 
new  series,  Walters’  Festive 
Frolics,  in  which  John  Wal¬ 
ters  took  all  the  standard 
requirements  of  Christmas  to 
Majorca  only  to  find  that 
Majorca  had  them  on  sale 
already. 

And  so  on  and  so  forth.  The 
evening  highlights  were  a 
terrific  production  of  Private 
Lives  starring  Imogen  Stubbs 
and  a  surreal  15  minutes  of 
Spike  Milligan  poetry  in 
Spike’s  Fleas,  Knees  and 
Hidden  Elephants. 

The  point  about  these  pro- 
ammes  is  that  they  are  not 
or  the  most  part  predictable. 
The  point  about  their  tele¬ 
vision  equivalents  is  that  they 
are.  I  know  that  in  television 
the  stakes  are  higher,  that 
risk-taking  could  amount  to 
job-risking.  And,  yes,  I  know 
that  BBC2  and  Channel  4,  the 
so-called  minority  channels, 
do  go  for  originality.  But  who 
derided  that  sit-com,  film,  sit¬ 
com,  film,  film  was  the  only 
scheduling  rhythm  we  would 
dance  to? 

What  radio  proves  every 
Christmas  is  that  television 
would  do  us  all.  and  itself,  a 
favour  if  it  took  a  few  chances, 

Peter  Barnard 


Geoff  Brown  on  new  films  and  the  pick  of  ’95.  Plus  the  Lumieres’  big  day,  a  century  ago  1 1  concert  1 

Viols  in 
winter 


Mesmerised  by  simple  sights 


One  hundred  years 
ago  to  the  day.  cine¬ 
ma  started  its  life  as 
a  regular  spectacle 
for  paying  customers  (see 
David  Robinson,  below).  In 
the  intervening  century  it  has 
grown  into  the  world's  most 
pervasive  medium  for  an  and 
entertainment.  It  can  inspire 
and  embody  dreams  like  no 
other.  It  can  also  flatten  peo¬ 
ple’s  sensibilities  and  make 
the  globe  look  like  Holly¬ 
wood's  backyard. 

Technology  has  taken  cine¬ 
ma  far  beyond  the  boundaries 
faced  by  the  early  pioneers. 
But  once  in  a  while,  a  film 
comes  along  sn  simple  and 
direct  in  its  appeal  that  you 
feel  something  of  the  amaze¬ 
ment  that  must  have  struck 
the  Lumiere  brothers'  first 
patrons.  A  film,  in  fact  like 
Jafar  Panahi’s  The  While 
Balloon. 

This  small  but  mesmerising 
work  hails  from  Iran,  al¬ 
though  it  should  appeal  to 
people  from  any  country 
where  children  are  children 
and  banknotes  can  disappear 
between  the  slats  of  a  pave¬ 
ment  grating.  Seven-year-old 
Razieh  badgers  her  mother 
into  giving  her  money  to  buy  a 
plump,  pretty  goldfish  with 
dancing  fins  for  the  new  year 
celebrations  on  the  first  day  of 
spring.  A  few  steps  outside  her 
home,  she  almost  loses  the 
money  to  snake-charmers. 
The  note  then  drops  on  to  the 
pavement,  to  be  blown  down 
the  grating  by  a  motorbike’s 
exhaust  With  the  help  of  rods, 
chewing  gum  and  passing 
adults,  can  Razieh  retrieve  her 
money  before  the  pet  shop 
shuts  for  the  long  new  year 
holiday? 

Panahi’s  prizewinning  first 
film  unfolds  in  real  time,  so  we 
soon  crane  to  share  the  girl's 
struggles  and  fears,  touching- 
played  out  on  Alda 
Mohammadkhani’s  sulky 
face.  A  protege  of  Abbas 
Kiarostami,  one  of  cinema's 
most  humane  directors  {and 
the  deviser  of  the  film's  script). 
Panahi  already  displays  die 
master's  knack  of  handling 
amateur  actors  and  distilling 
the  poetic  essence  from  daily 
life. 

The  camera  adeptly  follows 
the  girl  and  her  banknote 
through  Tehran’s  shady  alley- 
ways  and  bustling  streets;  but 
it  excels  even  more  at  standing 
still,  patiently  watching  the 
drama  unfold,  just  like 
Lumirie’s  cinema  tog  raphe.  In 
one  particularly  delirious 
scene,  a  lonely  soldier  on  leave 
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The  sands  of  time  are  slipping  away  fast  as  little  Razieh  ( Alda  Mohammadkhani)  struggles  to  retrieve  her  lost  banknote  in  The  White  Balloon 


joins  Razieh  in  her  vigil  by  the 
grating.  He  sits,  starts  talking 
and  offers  a  sweet  She  looks 
wary,  primly  spreads  out  her 
skirt  and  fiddles  with  her 
fingers,  anxious  for  help  but 
mindful  of  warnings  about 
meeting  strangers. 

Moral  questions  keep  pok¬ 
ing  through  the  girl's  adven¬ 
tures.  She  should  not  have 
stopped  at  the  snake-charm¬ 
ers.  a  kindly  woman  says. 
Razieh  knows,  but  "I  wanted 
to  see  what  was  not  good  for 
me**.  When  the  same  woman 
says  she  will  mollify  Razieh’s 
mother  by  explaining  that  it 
was  nor  her  fault  the  banknote 
was  lost  Razieh  asks  plain¬ 
tively:  “Whose  fault  is  h?" 

But  Panahi  and 
Kiarostami's  human  under¬ 
standing  prevents  them  blam¬ 
ing  anybody.  All  —  harassed 
shopkeepers,  a  young  Afghan 
balloon  seller,  Ranch's  father 
snapping  orders  off-screen  — 
are  embraced  for  what  they 
are:  faults,  virtues,  the  whole 
bundle.  Finding  a  film  with 
such  a  generous  heart  and 
simple  beauty,  we  can  face  our 
own  new  year  fortified. 

Heavy  is  another  antidote  to 
most  new  releases.  This  is  an 
American  independent  film,  a 
first  feature  by  James 
Mangold.  But  there  is  no 
pastiche,  no  flashing  of  guns 
and  hardboUed  dialogue,  no 
itch  to  be  the  new  Tarantino. 
The  pace  is  slow,  at  times 
almost  painfully  so.  And  Pruitt 
Taylor  Vince’s  central  charac¬ 
ter,  Victor,  pizza  chef  at  Pete 
and  Dolly's  Restaurant,  a 
fruckstop  dump  in  upstate 
New  York,  lacks  all  glamour. 
He  is  fat  and  imprisoned  by 


The  White  Balloon 

Renoir.  U,  85  mins 
Simple  and  touching 
gem  from  Iran 

Heavy 

MGM  Haymarket,  15, 
104  mins 

Slow  but  absorbing 
American  indie 


intense  shyness:  instead  of 
talking,  he  nervously  observes 
the  world  through  hurt,  rov¬ 
ing  eyes.  To  add  to  his  handi¬ 
caps,  his  domineering  mother 
Dolly  —  Pete  is  long  gone  —  is 
played  by  Shelley  Winters. 

As  it  happens.  Winters  is  not 
quite  the  drawback  that  ob¬ 
servers  of  her  later  career 
might  expect  Mangold  has 
lamed  the  appetite  for  chewing 
scenery.  This  is  a  low-key  film, 
and  Winters's  querulous  Hear¬ 
ings  slot  into  place  in  a 
chamber  symphony  of  con¬ 
flicting  voices.  There  is  Callie, 
the  aimless  college  dropout 
played  by  17-year-old  Uv  Tyler 
(a  name  to  watch),  who  gets 
work  at  Pete  and  Dolly's  and 
stirs  Victor's  dormant 
passions.  There  is  De/ores,  the 
world -weary  waitress:  a  good 
role  for  the  famished  beauty  of 
former  pop  icon  Deborah 
Harry.  Aside  from  Victor,  two 
other  men  hang  around  the 
women:  a  bar  fly  and  a  garage 
mechanic.  Uninterested  in 
complicated  plot  mechanics. 
Mangold  simply  lets  these 
forlorn  people  rub  against 
each  other  and  watches  the 
ripples  spread  when  the  un¬ 


easy  calm  of  Victor's  life  is 
disturbed. 

Mangold  came  to  his  fea¬ 
ture  debut  after  a  frustrating 
brush  with. Hollywood.  A  stu¬ 
dent  film  secured  him  a  one- 
year  stint  at  Disney,  where  he 
was  removed  from  directing  a 
television  film  and  helped  to 
turn  Oliver  Twist  into  a  mean¬ 
dering,  forgotten  canine  car¬ 
toon.  Oliver  and  Company. 
Fingers  burnt,  he  retreated  to 
film  school  and  developed 
Heavy  under  Milos  Forman’s 
guidance  at  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity  in  New  York. 

Like  Forman’s  early  Czech 
films.  Heavy  empathises  with 
its  vulnerable  characters.  But 
Mangold  ploughs  his  own 
furrow.  It  is  a  narrow  one  at 
the  moment,  and  he  is  taking 
risks  by  asking  modem  audi¬ 
ences  to  accept  a  drama  with¬ 
out  obvious  thrills;  often, 
indeed,  without  dialogue.  But 
patience  brings  its  rewards, 
and  anyone  nor  immobilised 
by  Christmas  pud  should  find 
refreshment  in  the  film’s  calm¬ 
ness  and  sensitivity. 

If  Heavy  sounds  too  gloomy 
for  the  festive  season,  you  can 
always  amuse  yourselves  by 
trying  to  construct  a  1995  Top 
Ten  film  list  The  year  may 
have  been  short  on  outstand¬ 
ing  achievements,  but  a  size¬ 
able  number  of  stimulating 
films  still  passed  by.  Few  came 
from  mainstream  Hollywood, 
although  Little  Women 
worked  wonders  with  Louisa 
May  Alcott,  and  Nobody's 
Fool .  Robert  Benton's  slice  of 
small -town  Americana,  de¬ 
served  far  wider  exposure. 

Otherwise,  this  was  the  year 
of  the  mavericks.  Tim  Burton 


made  Erf  Wood,  a  moving  and 
uproarious  tribute  to  the  man 
crowned  the  world's  worst 
film  director.  Edward  D. 
Wood  Jr.  Bryan  Singer  leapt  to 
new  prominence  with  The 
Usual  Suspects,  a  fiendishly 
scripted  crime  thriller.  Gus 
Van  Sant  bounced  back  with 
To  Die  For,  Tom  DiCillo 
returned  with  Living  in  Obliv¬ 
ion.  And  in  Hoop  Dreams, 
Steve  James.  Fred  Marx  and 
Peter  Gilbert  produced  a  docu¬ 
mentary  film  with  the  breadth 
and  detail  of  that  elusive  beast, 
the  Great  American  NoveL 

Luckily  there  is  more  to  life 
than  Schwarzenegger's  mus¬ 
cles  or  Kevin  Costner's  ego. 
although  increasingly  you 
need  to  live  close  to  London  to 
discover  this.  The  best  foreign 
films  not  showing  at  your  local 
Odeon  included  Zhou  Xiao- 
wen’s  Ermo,  Wong  Kar-wei's 
Chungking  Express  and  Aid 
Kaurismaki’s  Take  Care  of 
Your  Scarf,  Tatjana.  Intense 
pleasures  have  also  come  from 
Tunisia  (The  Silences  of  the 
Palace ).  Iceland  { Cold  Fever) 
and  Italy  (Michael  Radford’s 
II  Postino).  From  the  Antipo¬ 
des  came  two  contrasting  de¬ 
lights:  Babe  and  Peter 
Jackson's  impressively  mature 
Heavenly  Creatures. 

The  saddest  aspect  of  the 
year’s  moviegoing  has  been 
the  vacuum  at  the  centi-e.  We 
desperately  need  good  popular 
films  that  entertain  without 
playing  down  to  audiences, 
that  move  beyond  bloated 
special  effects  and  pop-video 
frenzy,  films  that  believe  in 
people  and  stories  and  life 
itself.  Too  often  film-makers 
and  audiences  sell  themselves 


short:  was  cinema  really  in¬ 
vented  just  so  we  could  watch 
Sylvester  Stallone  snarl? 

My  own  Top  Ten?  In  alpha¬ 
betical  order  Babe ;  Chung¬ 
king  Express',  Cold  Fever.  Ed 
Wood ;  Ermo:  Hoop  Dreams ; 
Land  and  Freedom ;  Take 
Care  of  Your  Scarf.  Tatjana : 
The  l<sual  Suspects  and  The 
White  Balloon.  These  are  not. 
by  and  large,  the  year's  most 
popular  films  or  even  the 
greatest.  Yet  they  touched  my 
heart  and  made  me  glad  to  be 
a  film  critic. 


THE  title  of  Fretwork's  “Wild 
Winter”  programme  was  tak¬ 
en  from  the  main  item  in  rhe 
programme,  the  firsT  London 
performance  of  Thea  Mus- 
grave’s  Wild  Winter.  Fret¬ 
work  has  actively  sought 
works  by  living  composers 
who  have  found  inspiration  in 
the  sound  world  of  rhe  viol 
consort. 

Musgrave's  work  is  based 
on  a  mosaic  of  text,  from  wide- 
ranging  sources  and  in  differ¬ 
ent  languages.  The  title  and 
main  theme  are  drawn  from 
Wilfred  Owen's  1914.  extracts 
from  which  form  the  prologue, 
reprise  and  coda  to  the  piece, 
interspersed  with  a  scries  of 
laments  on  the  savagery  and 
destruction  of  war. 

A  vocal  quartet  (Lisa  Tyrell, 
Paul  Agnew,  Andrew  Murgat- 
royd  and  Colin  Campbell)  are 
supported  and  complemented 
by  the  viols  in  discordant 
accompaniments  and  dramat¬ 
ic  interjections  that  boast  wild 
harmonies. 

While  the  Musgrave  is  an 
extended,  at  times  impenetra¬ 
ble,  piece.  Sally  Beamish’s  In 
Dreaming,  a  setting  of  Cali¬ 
ban’s  speech  from  Act  III  of 
The  Tempest,  is  an  atmospher¬ 
ic  but  detailed  miniature.  Ten¬ 
or  Paul  Agnew  and  Fretwork 
gave  a  superb  account  of  a 
brilliantly  conceived  work  that 
builds  on  musical  allusions  to 
Tippett  and  Purcell. 

This  was  all  the  Purcell  we 
were  allowed,  however.  All 
year  Fretwork  has  champi¬ 
oned  the  music  of  William 
Lawes.  one  of  Purcell's  imme¬ 
diate  predecessors.  Both  the 
Consort  Sett  a  5  in  C  minor 
and  his  poignant  tribute  to  his 
friend  and  colleague  John 
Tomkins,  Mustek,  the  Master 
of  thy  Art  is  dead,  are  master¬ 
pieces,  the  consort  revealing 
an  imagination  that  called  for 
light  playing  from  Fretwork, 
the  lament  full  of  searing  but 
controlled  dissonances.  Con- 
son  music  by  Gibbons  and 
Jenkins  completed  a  reward¬ 
ing  programme. 

Tess  Knighton 


The  reel  anniversary,  probably 


By  common  consent 
rather  than  historical 
justification,  today 
marks  the  official  centenary  of 
the  motion,  picture.  On  De¬ 
cember  2S  1895  the  Lumfere 
cinematographe  went  on  show 
to  a  paying  public  in  a 
basement  below  the  Grand 
Cafe  in  the  Boulevard  des 
Capurines,  Paris. 

The  30  or  so  people  who 
bought  tickets  and  joined  the 
invited  guests  descended  a 
narrow  staircase  and  pushed 
their  way  through  velvet  cur¬ 
tains  to  the  Salon  Indien.  a 
small  room  with  a  hundred 
cafe  chairs  placed  in  rows  in 
front  of  a  white  screen.  Behind 
them,  the  cinematographe.  a 
neat  little  machine  which 
could  serve  as  camera  and 
projector,  was  mounted  on  a 
wooden  trestle  and  screened 
by  curtains,  as  much  to  drown 
its  sewing-machine  racket  as 
to  conceal  its  technical  secrets. 

The  show  lasted  less  than  20 
minutes  with  ten  one-shot 
films.  The  audience  was 
thrilled  to  see  photographs  in 
movement  workers  leaving 
the  Lumiere  factory,  traffic  in 
the  streets,  waves  splashing 


In  a  Paris  cellar  on  December  28, 
1895,  cinema  was  bom.  Or  was  it? 


against  a  pier.  Within  a  week, 
police  were  needed  to  control 
the  queues.  Soon,  more  than 
2,000  people  a  day  were  pay¬ 
ing  one  franc  to  see  the 
cinematographe.  The  only  los¬ 
er  was  the  landlord  of  the 
Salon  Indien,  who  had  cau¬ 
tiously  insisted  on  a  rental  of 
Fr30  a  day  rather  than  the  20 
per  cent  of  the  receipts  the 
Lumieres  proposed. 

Remarkably,  neither  Lnuis 
Lumfere,  the  inventor  of  the 
rinemaiographe,  nor  Auguste, 
his  brother  and  collaborator, 
was  in  Paris  for  this  historic 
premiere.  The  shows  were 
entirely  the  idea  of  their  father, 
Antoine.  Louis  wrote  to  the 
engineer  who  made  the  mach¬ 
ine:  “My  father  tormented  us 
with  wanting  to  give  shows  in 
Paris,  but  we  have  derided  to 
keep  out  of  it” 

The  serious-minded  Louis 
and  Auguste  saw  their 
cinematographe  as  an  inter¬ 
esting  scientific  advance,  An¬ 
toine,  ban  viveur  and  friend  of 


music-hall  artists,  must  take 
credit  for  being  the  first  to  see 
the  entertainment  potential  of 
movies. 

The  Lumferes,  however, 
were  not  the  first  to  make 
moving  photographs:  the  Edi¬ 
son  Kinetoscope  had  achieved 
that  in  1893,  though  the  pic¬ 
tures  were  seen  by  individual 
viewers  in  a  peeps  how  device, 
not  projected  ratio  a  screen. 
Throughout  1S95  many  other 
inventors  in  America  and 
Europe  were  experimenting 
with  machines  to  project  the 
Kinetoscope  images.  The 
cinematographe  itself  was  pat¬ 
ented  ten  months  before  the 
December  28  show,  during 
which  time  the  Lumieres  had 
already  given  demonstrations 
for  photographic  and  other 
societies. 

Nor.  as  is  often  claimed,  was 
the  Lumieres’  December  show 
the  first  before  a  paying  audi¬ 
ence.  In  May  1895  there  were 
public  film  projections  on 
Broadway,  New  York;  and  on 


November  I  the  Sklada- 
nowsky  Brothers  showed  their 
Bioscop  projector  at  the 
Wintergarten,  Berlin.  The  re¬ 
sults  may  have  been  less 
satisfactory  than  the  cinema¬ 
tographe;  but  the  public  came, 
paid  and  marvelled. 

So  why  do  we  celebrate  toe 
Lumieres  and  December  28? 
Perhaps  because  the  French 
are  better  at  commemorating 
national  glories.  Already  in 
1925  and  1935  they  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  celebrated  the  30th  and 
40th  anniversaries  of  the 
cinematographe.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  formally  dissociated  it¬ 
self  from  the  50th.  however, 
since  the  Lumiere  brothers 
had  disgraced  themselves  dur¬ 
ing  toe  war  that  had  then  just 
ended;  Louis  was  decorated  by 
toe  Vichy  government  while 
Auguste  was  a  member  of  toe 
notorious  collaborationist  Le¬ 
gion  Volontaire  Franpaise. 

These  indiscretions  led  to 
toe  abandonment  of  their  por¬ 
trait  on  a  French  banknote  this 
year.  Just  the  same,  the  world 
continues  to  commemorate 
Antoine*  lucky  show. 

David  Robinson 
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Andrei  Navrozov  urges  caution  as  KGB  archives  reveal  the  full  extent  of  Stalin’s  manipulation  of  the  intdliggntgut 


By  any  criterion  rhis  book  is 
an  event  in  the  historiogra¬ 
phy  of  world  culture.  The 
value  ul"  the  extensive  research, 
which  it  abstracts,  into  the  literary 
biographies  of  Russia’s  martyred 
u  liters  is  quite  absolute  and  impos¬ 
sible  to  misinterpret.  Yet  like  the 
unprecedented  research  itself,  the 
publication  of  these  literary  discov¬ 
eries  is  a  political  event  as  well,  and 
one  whose  significance  in  today’s 
world  is  far  more  ambivalent 
Circumspect  and  selective  as  the 
opening  of  KGB  archives  to  schol¬ 
ar*  has  been,  in  the  West  it  has 
Ivon  greeted  with  a  fundamentalist 
enthusiasm  that  is  often  based  on 
-.beer  semantics:  rite  opening  nf  a 
Lubyanka  file  is  akin  to  the  opening 
nf  a  Moscow  McDonald’s.  For  the 
native  sceptic  who  wishes  to  cau¬ 
tion  the  West  not  to  fall  for  spurious 
aniiliigising.  the  abiding  difficulty 
is  that  just  as  fast  food  is  indeed 


The  strange  death  of  literary  Russia 


fast,  so  each  newly  opened  file  is 
indisputably  an  eye-opener. 

For  the  generations  of  Russians 
brought  upon  clandestine  readings 
of  forbidden  or  neglected  writers, 
everything  miraculously  preserved 
in  the  time  capsule  to  which  the 
author’s  “Commission  for  the  liter¬ 
ary  Legacy  of  Writer-Victims  of  the 
Repressions"  were  given  access  in 
1988  is  a  revelation,  be  it  a  lost 
variant  of  a  Mandelstam  poem  or 
the  fast  photograph  of  Nikolai 
Klyuev.  Bui  the  lime  capsule  has 
yielded  mare  than  mementoes  and 
epiphanies.  Entire  works,  such  as 
Klyuev’s  epic  Song  of  the  Great 
Mother  and  Andrei  Flatonov’s 
Technical  Novel,  have  now  been 
exhumed  and  published. 


les  told 
an  idiot 


emus 


trqoevsky'S  life  changed  Dtarp  was  halted  for  two  years 
when  in  IShS.  beginning  while  he  wrote  his  final  novel.  The 
Crime  ami  Punishment  Brothers  Karamazov,  and  the  two 
but  still  virtually  un-  works  share  many  themes, 
proposed  to  his  storing-  The  novels  are  more  accurately 
ita  Snitkina.  Af  20.  she  compendium*’  of  flash-lit  dramatic 
ne  of  the  world's  most  scenes;  their  single  obsession  au- 
en.  t  am  vile,  Anna,  he  thenticity.  Human  actions  shadow 
prostrating  his  44-year*  and  echo  one  another.  Characters 
it  her  feet.  He  neglected  spout  the  same  sentiments  with 
?  gambled.  Almost  imm-  vastly  different  moral  incentives, 
ey  fled  Russia  for  Wies-  Some  seem  to  know  truth  by 
escape  divination,  others 

rs.  The  Lesley  follow  the  band- 

Chamberlain 


but  still  virtually  un- 
! '.Mown,  he  proposed  to  his  stenog¬ 
rapher  Anna  Snickina.  Af  20.  she 
.'(••'k  nn  one  of  the  world’s  most 
dilficult  men.  I  am  vile,  Anna,  he 
wni i Id  Nay.  prostrating  his  44-yea r- 
»•*».!  lardy  at  her  feet.  He  neglected 
i'.er  and  he  gambled.  Almost  imm¬ 
ediately  they  Fled  Russia  for  Wies¬ 
baden  to  escape 
hii  creditors.  The  u 

I  ii  i  ended  brief  rim** 

sta\  turned  into  v^nan 

>jv  ; ear*  of  peri-  „ 

paretic  isolation  DOST 

and  homesickness  The  Mirac 

in  Germany  and  186; 

Switzerland.  Tlie  By  Jose 

mirage  of  these  RnhsonB 

'■  •  retched  years  is  A  WT5ITF 

between  A  WRITE 

Knits  of  epilepsy.  Volume  1 
and  despite  the  ByFyodoi 

death  of  their  first  Quai 

child.  he  went  on  — : 

writing.  By  day  he 
rec-il  the  Russian  press  in  cafes.  By 
night,  lit*  finished  Crime  and 
Punishment,  wrote  The  Idiot  and 
K-jjn  The  Devils.  In  between  came 
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By  Joseph  Frank 
Rnhsan  Books.  £ 27.05 

A  WRITER’S  DIARY 
Volume  II.  1877-1881 
By  Fyodor  Dostoevsky 
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ey  follow  the  band- 

pHsain  wagon  of  intellec- 

main  tual  fashion.  The 

'VCk’V  W?*  tlV  aV£hen_ 

-vaM  ttcity  —  and  per- 

ous  Years,  haps  its  existential 

S71  impossibility  — 

i  Frank  leads  to  absorbing 

Its.  E27.Q5  "double”  constr- 

c  ntADV  ucrions  and  devi- 

i«T7  msi  uus  P°lypbnnies. 

lis//-loijl  proceeds  in  one 

ostoevsky  man’s  heart  in 

Crime  and  Pun- 
=====  ishment,  becomes 
a  social  problem 
in  The  idiot  and  a  political  one  in 
The  Devils.  The  two  characteristic 
factors,  poverty  and  a  study  of  the 
law.  wluch  encourage  Raskolnikov 


tv.'n  great  novellas.  The  Gambler  to  juggle  free  will  and  moral 


and  The  Eternal  Husband. 

The  Dostoevsky*,  desperate  to 
return  home,  finally  did  so  in  1S71 
i‘  <  *{ii railing  fame.  In  l'/75  he  began 
Vs  riling  a  column  in  a  journal-  The 
Chirpit.  and  three  years  later  began 
u  i>ne-man  monthly  review.  A 
W  riter’s  Diary .  which  exerted  an 


responsibility  at  the  expense  of  an 
old  woman’s  life,  hang  over  an 
oeuvre  obsessed  with  crime,  and 
ultimately  the  crime  of  murder. 

The  first  complete  English  edi¬ 
tion  of  A  Writers  Diary  has  now 
been  translated  by  Kenneth  Lantz. 
Its  editor.  Gary  Saul  Morson. 


Of  still  more  universal  interest  is 
the  historical  aspect  of  the  commis¬ 
sion's  haul.  Most  scholars,  both 
Russian  and  in  the  West,  have 
continued  to  treat  the  Stalin  era  in 
ways  made  acceptable  by  Khrush¬ 
chev  during  the  political  spring 
which  he  brought  about  as  the 
requisite  climate  for  his  struggle  for 
power,  it  is  only  now.  for  instance, 
as  John  Crowfoot  concedes  in  a 
note  to  this  book,  that  "Khru¬ 
shchev’S  personal  approval  in  1962 
for  the  publication  of  Solzhenitsyn's 
One  Day  in  the  Life  of  Ivan 
Denisovich”  an  be  seen  for  what  it 
was.  "a  striking  instance  of  the 
manipulation  of  literature  for  polit¬ 
ical  purposes".  As  Khrushchev's 
reputation  as  a  disinterested  re- 


THE  KGB’S 
LITERARY  ARCHIVE 
The  Discovery  of  the 
Ultimate  Fate  of  Russia’s 
Suppressed  Writers 
By  Vitaly  Shentalinsky. 
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former  undergoes  revision,  so  the 
precepts  of  historical  analysis  he 
foisted  on  historians  with  respect  to 
Stalin  begin  to  crumble. 

The  consensus  has  been  that 
Stalin  was  a  bloodthirsty  maniac 
who  played  hit-and-miss  with  his 
foreign  policy  as  irrationally  as  he 
gambled  with  the  lives  of  millions 
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at  home.  Yet  so  long  as  the  pursuit 
of  earthly  power  is  acknowledged 
as  a  rational  aim,  Stalin's  30-year 
quest  for  global  power  must  marie 
him  as  one  of  the  truly  innovative 
empire-builders  of  all  time.  That 
this  modem  Caesar  nearly  drown¬ 
ed  Russia  and  half  the  world  in 
blood  during  Chase  years  should 
not  blind  historians  to- the  utterly 
rational  and.  _  supremely  shrewd 
stratagems  he  employed  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  personal  goal. 

This  volume  offers  fresh  remind¬ 
ers  of  Stalin's  skill  at  outfoxing 
intellectuals.  When  Maxim  Gorky, 
whom  Stalin  used  as  the  engine  for 
the  Union  of  Soviet  Writers  propa¬ 
ganda  machine,  had  to  be  drawn  to 
Moscow  from  his  Sorrento  villa,  a 


-  ' 


special  home  for  delinquent  child¬ 
ren  was  set  up  in  Russia  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  him.  "For  each  of  my 
letters  I  receive  22  from  them. 
marveHed  the  touched  writer.  A  few 
years  later  the  secret  police,  out  of 
“concern  for  the  old  man’s  peace  of 
mind",  would  print  single  copies  of 
national  newspapers  for  him. 

As  the  episode  of  Stalin’s  '93Z 
postanoyleniye  o  perestroike  (De¬ 
cree  on  Restructuring)  illustrates, 
he  played  the  intelligentsia  like  a 
fiddle.  Oppressed  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  15  years  of  Bolshevik  rule, 
the  intellectuals,  he  had  calculated, 
would  run  to  him  for  protection. 
The  KGB  archives  show  that  only  a 
few,  notably  Mandelstam,  demur¬ 
red.  The  rest,  from  Pasternak  to 


Prokofiev,  seized  the  "new  free- 
•  ,hev  thought  was  on  offer. 

the  MB  hri, 

-antifascist  congress  of  writers  . 
whereupon  "all  progressive  man- 

kind"  allied  itself  with  Moscow. 


nistn"  -  with  which  the  careful 

S  openness"  of  the  KGB  ebte  is 

politically  linked — owe  motto*? 
spirit  of  Stalinist  deceptions  than 
today’s  intellectuals  would  care  to 
concede.  Do  historians  underhand 
Gorbachev's  motives 
than  they  did  Khrushchev’s?  What 
new  empires  are  contemplated  by 
Russia’s  future  rulers  with  the  help 
of  their  cojiscience-striken.  yet  ever 
burgeoning,  secret  police? 

Andrei  Navrozov  has  just  complet¬ 
ed  a  biography  of  Boris  Pasternak. 
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Group  portrait  of  writers  (1920).  from  The  Salon  Album  of  Vera  Sudeildn-Strcnnnsky  (Princeton,  £50),  a  palimpsest  of  St  Petersburg.  The  artist  Sergei  Gorodetsky, 
sits  in  front.  Left  to  right:  Valerii  Briusov.  Fedor  Sologub,  Alexei  Remizov,  Viiacheslav  Ivanov,  Alexander  Blok.  Mikhail  Kuzmin,  Andrei  Bely,  Konstantin  Balmont 


immense  influence  on  public  opin-  emphasises  that  Dostoevsky  was 
inn  until  his  death  in  1881.  The  both  the  chronicler  of  abysmal 


spiritual  travails  and  a  character 
suffering  them.  His  novels  show 
the  disastrous  consequences  of 
putting  -an  absolute  theory  into 
practice  and  believing  in  one  tiling 
or  nothing.  A  Writers  Diary, 
though  it  was  a  useful  vehicle  for 
fiction  and  comment  found  its  true 
popular  character  when  Dostoev¬ 
sky  sounded  off  as  a  national 
prophet  decrying  foreigners  and 
Jews.  He  hailed  Russia,  embroiled 
in  Balkan  wars,  as  successor  to 
Imperial  Rome  and  Byzantium. 

For  many  years  A  Writers  Diary 
has  been  an  embarrassment  to 
Dostoevsky  studies.  Frank  reminds 
us  of  a  famous  quarrel  Dostoevsky 


had  some  years  earlier  in  Baden- 
Baden  with  Turgenev  over  whether 
fanaticism  was  a  necessary  charac¬ 
teristic  of  a  Russian  writer.  Turge¬ 
nev  was  pilloried  in  The  Devils  tor 
his  "18th-century"  moderation. 

So  the  aesthetic  and  moral  and 
national  strands  of  Dostoevsky’s 
difficult  oeuvre  weave  together. 
There  is  a  desperate  casting  about 
for  non-utilitarian  values  which 
would  be  at  once  Christian  and 
Russian  and  respect  the  unpredict¬ 
ability  of  human  nature  and  the 
accidental  quality  of  material 
events.  It  becomes  impossible  to 
judge  crime.  In  the  Diary  and  The 
Brothers  Karamazov,  Dostoevsky 


richochets  between  praising  indi¬ 
vidual  responsibility  and  dismiss¬ 
ing  the  guilt  of  premeditaied  crime: 
for  how  can  a  man  know  when  he 
picks  up  a  potential  weapon  that 
his  aim  is  to  commit  murder? 


This  is  what  post-modern 
Christianity  will  look  like, 
surely.  Dostoevsky  is  an 
alarming  prophet  of  West¬ 
ern  chaos;  to  me,  his  world  view 
spells  deep  moral  trouble,  which 
his  art  does  not  enlighten.  I 
disagree  with  Frank,  that  its  power 
is  universal  and  undiminished.  But 
l  accept  Frank’s  view  that 
Dostoevsky's  craving  for  Christian 


love  proceeded  from  the  deep  dis¬ 
turbance  of  the  mock  execution  he 
faced  as  a  young  man.  and  his 
subsequent  hard  labour  in  Siberia. 
Prince  Myshkin,  the  "Idior,  ob¬ 
served  that  a  condemned  man  lost 
even  the  dignity  of  snugging  for 
life.  Dostoevsky’s  sense  of  dignity 
was  probably  never  restored. 

In  its  place  came  furious  asser¬ 
tions  of  “free  will".  The  desperate 
desire  to  gamble  in  casino  and 
cosmos  also  had  an  erotic  tinge. 
Frank  thinks  Dostoevsky  may  have 
been  impotent  with  Apollinaria 
Suslova,  the  misrress  before 
Snitkina  who  inspired  the  fiery 
Nastasya  Filippovna  in  The  Idiot, 


You  have  to  read  Dostoevsky, 
alas.  Nietzsche  and  Freud,  Conrad 
and  Virginia  Woolf  all  did.  He  is 
the  genius  who  has  done  most  to 
illumine  I9th-centuiy  Russian 
psychology  and  to  make  the  terrify¬ 
ing  problems  of  atheism  and 
nihilism  part  of  the  modernism  we 
still  grapple  with.  Frank's  magiste¬ 
rial  five-volume  study  of  his  life  and 
work,  of  which  this  is  the  fourth, 
salutes  the  grandeur  of  Dosto¬ 
evsky's  project,  his  devastating 
exposure  of  the  intellectual  debate 
tugging  at  the  roots  of  Judaeo- 
Christian  morality,  and  his  imagi¬ 
native  power  of  elevating  social 
realism  to  a  tragic  plane. 
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NEW  YEAR  WEEKEND  BOOKS'.  Helen 
Dunmore  on  Peter  Hoeg  Plus:  1 995' s 
bestsellers  —  who  did  well  and  why? 
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The  1 :»»«.'?  ;«nd  Hie  Sunday  Times,  have  been  offerina  readers 
iJ.v  <-hamx*  in  win  ime  uf  Si  holidays  for  nvn,  plus  10  per  eem 
di.v.'imnis.  w  a  nmge  »»f  dtrslinaiions  throuclwut  ihe  world. 

Thi*.  is  ihe  last  ila>  of  our  epic  juumey  and  the  prize  is  an 
eiyhf-iia*  cruise  for  luouurth  £2.120.  You  sail  from  Roaetdaxn 
i"  DusA’Idorl  and  then  cross  the  Rhine  to  Cologne.  You  will 
j!s*j  cruise  to  Uuubach.  Spev'er  and  finally  Strasbourg,  capital 
■  il  where  the  Cuuncil  of  Europe  meets.  Tlte  river 

journey  takes  you  Through  spectacular  scenery  where  castles 
.nul  funrevses  nnver  almve  half-timbered  wrinc  villages. 
DFFAKTl'RES:  Weekly  from  April  30  to  Oct  S,  1*1%.  The 
price  fur  the  cruise  w  ith  our  10%  discumU  Is  from  £715.50  per 
person,  down  from  f7«5. 

TODAY’S  PRIZE:  To  w  in  today’s  holiday  answer  the  ques- 

below  and  phone  our  eompelition  hotline:  0891  40  50  34 
m  lricli  is  open  until  midnight  tonight.  The  winner  wit!  lie  cho- 
'-  •M  -n  random  from  all  correct  entries  received.  Normal  Times 
\,-v  sjiupcrs  eumiK'lilion  rules  apply. 
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We  are  so  used  to  the 
idea  of  Old  Master 
paintings  as  a  prime 
cultural  commodity.  _  en¬ 
shrined  in  public  galleries  or 
fought  over  in  the  saleroom, 
that  it  comes  as  a  surprise  to 
team  that  this  high  status’  and 
the  activity  itself  of  collecting 
old  paintings  dates  back  not 
much  further  than  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  tlie  17th  century. 

Before  that  era.  the  col  ten- 
ins  of  old  art  objects  and  tlie 
prestige  it  conferred  on  the 
owner  was  largely  confined  to 
Greek  and  Roman  sculpture, 
coins  and  medals.  Vast  accu¬ 
mulations  of  old  paintings 
built  up  over  generations  in 
churches,  monasteries  and 
palaces,  particularly  in  Italy. 
But  these  had  been  ordered 
new.  directly  from  the  artist, 
and  it  is  this  that  distinguishes 
patronage  as  an  activity  from 
collecting. 

The  idea  that  one  individual 
could  in  the  space  of  a  few 
years  form  by  purchase  a 
collection  of  hundreds  of 
choice  paintings  by  the  most 
famous  artists  and  display 
ihem  in  a  gallery  context 
seems  to  haw  been  pioneered 
in  England  by  Charles  I  and  a 
handful  of  intimates  known  as 
the  Whitehall  Group.  They 
had  opportunities  to  buy  qual¬ 
ity  in  bulk  that  had  never 
existed  before,  mainly  because 
of  the  political  and  economic 
decline  of  the  Italian  states. 
Buying  the  best  pictures  on 
this  scale  was  chiefly  for 
princes  and  great  noblemen. 

Yet  for  much  of  the  century 
prices  were  lower  than  for 
many  ofher  luxury  items.  It  is 
an  eye-opener  in  learn  from 
this  book,  which  is  based  on 
Jonathan  Brown's  Mellon  lec¬ 
tures  at  the  National  Gallery 
of  Art  in  Washington,  that 
Charles  I’s  sister.  Princess 
Elizabeth,  owned  a  court 
dress,  the  gold  and  silver  lace 
on  which  was  worth  more 
than  any  but  the  most  expen¬ 
sive  canvases  by  Raphael  or 
Titian  in  his  collection. 

As  Prince  of  Wales,  Charles 
had  before  him  the  example  of 
lord  Arundel,  who  collected 
Italian  paintings  with  the 
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same  care  and  discernment 
that  he  brought  to  buying 
Classical  sculpture.  But  Pro¬ 
fessor  Brown  suggests  that 
Charles  was  more  influenced 
by  the  fast-moving  acquisitive¬ 
ness  and  flashy  taste  of  his 
father's  young  favourite,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  In  the 
half-dozen  years  before  his 
murder  in  lh28.  Buckingham 
filled  his  London  house  with 
more  than  400  paintings,  in¬ 
cluding  Titian's  great  Ecce 
Homo.  Among  those  that  got 
away  from  this  insatiably 
acquisitive  man  was.  tlie 
Mona  Lisa,  which  Louis  XfH 
refused  him  as  a  memento  af  a 
trip  to  Paris. 

The  upwardly  mobile  Buck¬ 
ingham  bought  Old  Masters 
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to  flaunt  his  new  wealth  and 
social  status.  For  Charles, 
collecting  was  an  integral  part 
of  the  magnificence  that  went 
with  17th-century  kingship.  It 
was  also  a  genuine  passion:  he 
shone  in  art  politics  as  he 
never  did  in  the  real  thing.  He 
got  off  to  a  good  start  in  1623 
when  he  persuaded  Philip  IV 
of  Spain  to  give  him  Titian'S 
Pardo  Venus  and  Charles  V 
with  a  Hound.  But.  as  Brown 
drily  points  out.  Philip  could 
spare  them,  having  inherited 
the  largest  group  of  works  by 
Titian  ever  owned  by  a  single 
individual. 

Charles  also  bought  on  an 
unprecedented  scale,  most  sig¬ 
nificantly  in  1627.  when  he 
spent  £16,000  on  the  bulk  of 
the  collection  of  the  impover¬ 
ished  Gonzaga  Dukes  of  Man¬ 
tua.  who  had  been  patrons  of 
Mantegna,  Raphael,  Giulio 
Romano,  Correggio  and  Ti¬ 
tian.  He  found  himself  the 
owner  of  a  hoard  that  included 
Titian's  Entombment,  Raph¬ 
ael's  Holy  Family  CLa  Peria~), 


Correggio's  Education  of  Cu¬ 
pid  and  Caravaggio's  Death 
of  the  Virgin. 

The  English  Civil  War 
brought  an  end  to  the  legend- 
aiy  collections  of  Charles  I  and 
his  circles  Under  the  Common¬ 
wealth  the  royal  collection  was 
put  up  for  sale  to  pay  the 
Crown's  debts,  and  through¬ 
out  the  1650s  the  surviving 
members  of  the  Whitehall 
Group  or  their  heirs  also  sold 
off  their  art  works  in  order  to 
live.  England's  los’s  brought 
huge  benefits  to  princely  col¬ 
lectors  elsewhere  in  Europe, 
and  Brown's  story  continues 
with  studies  of  the  courts  of 
Spain.  France  and  Flanders. 
Not  even  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  French  Revolution  was 
such  a  quantity  of  Old  Mas¬ 
ters  released  onto  the  market 
in  such  a  short  space  of  time: 
the  sale  of  Charles  I’s  collec¬ 
tion  alone  put  1.570  pictures 
into  circulation. 

The  chief  beneficiary  of 
this  diaspora  was  Philip 
IV  of  Spain.  With  the 
advice  of  Vel&zquez  and  the 
discreet  operations  of  his  am¬ 
bassador  in  London,  he 
creamed  off  the  best  of  the 
pictures,  thereby  contributing 
to  the  rapid  growth  uf  a 
collection  that  was  by  inheri¬ 
tance  and  accumulation  al¬ 
ready  the  biggest  and  best  in 
Europe.  The  other  major  col¬ 
lector  of  the  later  17th  century. 
Archduke  Leopold  William  of 
Austria  (Governor  of  the 
Spanish  Netherlands),  swal¬ 
lowed  up  wholesale  the  best 
paintings  belonging  to  the 
heirs  of  the  Dukes  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  and  Hamilton,  nearly 
400  in  all,  the  latter  including 
Giorgione's  Three  Philoso¬ 
phers  and  Tintoretto's 
Susannah  and  the  Elders. 
Equally  avid,  but  not  quite  m 
the  same  league,  was  Cardinal 
Mazarin  of  France,  though  he 
did  buy  the  Pardo  Venus  and 
Correggio's  Venus.  Cupid  and 
Satyr. 

Alongside  the  princes'  and 
magnates,  Brown  introduces 
us  to  a  whole  sub-culture  of 
experts  and  dealers,  pawn¬ 
brokers.  go-betweens,  restar- 
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tyck’s  portrait  of  Charles  I  hunting  (1635) 
die  Civil  War  and  is  now  In  the  Louvre 


ers  and  fakers  —  the  distant 
ancestors  nf  the  modem  art 
trade.  Among  them  arc  Sir 
Dudley  Carlcton.  much-put- 
upon  English  Ambnssadur  to 
Venice,  forced  into  the  art 
trade  when  left  with  an  un- 
pa  id-for  consignment  of  pic¬ 
tures  on  his  hands  after  the  fall 
front  grace  of  the  Earl  nf 
Somerset  and  Balthasar  Ger- 
bier.  the  dubious  cx-painicr 
and  self-styled  expert  who 
helped  to  form  Buckingham's 
collection:  the  ubiquitous  Dan¬ 
iel  Nys.  a  Flemish  dealer  who 
negotiated  the  Gonzaga  pur¬ 
chase  for  Charles  1,  rhen 
ruined  himself  in  an  attempt 
lo  play  off  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land.  the  Queen  of  France  and 
the  Holy  Roman  Emperor 


against  one  another,  and  the 
fabulously  rich  Paris  (ranker 
Evcrha  rd  Ja  bach,  who  sold  his 
collection  to  Louis  XIV  and 
was  later  accused  by  a  rival  of 
trafficking  in  fakes. 

This  is  an  important  book 
for  anyone  who  is  iniercs-ted  in 
the  interaction  nf  art,  politics 
and  the  marketplace,  the  appe¬ 
tite  of  collectors  and  the  inge¬ 
nuity  uf  dealers,  nr  even  just  in 
tiie  curious  migrations  of  mas¬ 
terpieces.  And,  being  Ameri¬ 
can,  the  author  is  mercifully 
free  from  any  sentimental 
regrets  that  most  of  tlie  best  of 
the  Whitehall  Group's  pic¬ 
tures  now  grace  the  Prado,  the 
Louvre  and  Vienna's  Kunst- 
historisches  Museum,  instead 
of  rhe  National  Gallery'. 


Piebald 
but  still 
a  nation 

“We  are  a  nation  of  parvenus," 
Lewis  Lapham  writes  of 
America,  “a  mixed  and  pie¬ 
bald  company".  This  is  just  as 
true  now  as  it  was  in  the  17th 
century,  when  a  country  that 
scarcely  imagined  it  might 
become  a  nation  arose  in  what 
was  called  the  New  World. 

Lewis  Lapham's  analysis  af 
that  nation  has  been  entertain¬ 
ing  and  enlightening  his  fel¬ 
low  citizens  for  many  yea  rs.  As 
editor  of  the  monthly  Harper's 
Magazine,  he  casts  a  baleful 
eye  across  the  cultural  plain, 
offering  up  his  ufterj  wry  and 
sometimes  scathing  opinions. 
His  latest  collection  of  essays. 
Hold  America:  Scenes  in  the 
Lobby  of  (be  Fin-de-Siede 
(Verso,  f  19.95).  is  a  disturbing 
portrait  of  a  nation  in  fear  of 
its  ambiguous  future. 

WfTH  the  end  of  the  Cold 
War,  Lapham  says,  America 
was  no  longer  able  to  view 
itself  as  a  star  shining  out 
against  the  dark  background 
of  communism.  Turning  to  its 
own  ills  —  it's  the  economy, 
stupid  —  has  given  rise  to  u 
culture  of  blame.  Lapham 
points  out  that  Ihe  present's 
idea  of  the  past  is  a  simplifica¬ 
tion  too:  true  democracy  “tsnr 
supposed  to  be  easy". 

Lapham's  portraits  of  his 
country  are  astute,  and  his  dry 
wit  is  as  sharp  as  a  knife.  He  is 
not  unbiased,  but  he  has  little 
time  for  the  certainties  of 
either  Left  or  Right. 

The  subject  matter  of  some 
these  essays  —  the  details  of 
the  Clarence  Thomas/Anita 
Hill  case,  or  Whitewater  — 
might  at  first  strike  the  British 
reader  as  obscure.  But  as 
portraits  of  democracy  m  de¬ 
cline,  there  is  nothing  obscure 
about  them.  Whatever  the 
qualities  of  American  civilisa¬ 
tion.  there  is  no  doubting  its 
influence,  and  Lapham  is 
among  its  wisest  interpreters. 

Erica  Wagner 
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Lost  rhymes 
by  the  parson 
of  Grimes 

John  Bayley  hails  a  major  poet’s  rediscovered  story 
in  verse  of  a  girl’s  infanticide  and  feigned  madness 


The  strain  of  living  in  an 
age  of  reason  and  of 
literary  decorum  made 
some  of  the  most  talented 
18tfr-cenfury  English  poets  if  not 
positively  mad.  then  at  least 
highly  unconventional  in  the 
ways  they  lived  and  wrote.  How- 
ever  different  they  are  from  each 
other ,  Blake,  Cowper.  Collins  and 
Christopher  Smart  certainly 
share  this  ability  to  disconcert  the 
reader  and  these  were  modes  of 
poetic  utterance  which  were  far 
from  fashionable  at  the  time. 

George  Crabbe  (1754-1832)  is 
not  like  thaf.  As  rational  as  the 
next  man  in  powdered  wig  and 
breeches,  a  down-to-earth  satirist 
and  grim  social  observer,  his  only 
form  of  excess  was  the  opium 
habit;  and  that  was  so  common 
and  so  well-concealed 
in  the  polite  society  of 
the  time  that  not  many 
of  his  acquaintances 
became  aware  of  it 
But  his  wife  went  mad; 
he  failed  to  get  the 
preferment  that  was 
his  due;  and  he  lived  a 
sombre  life  in  his  rural 
Norfolk  parish,  com¬ 
forted  by  the  practice 
of  writing  verses  about 
the  harsh  and  strug¬ 
gling  lives  that  he  ob¬ 
served  around  him. 

“I  sing  the  cot  /  As 
truth  will  have  it  and 
as  bards  will  not",  he 
daimed  in  one  of  his 
charateristically  dry 
and  forceful  couplets. 

Peter  Grimes,  written 
like  the  rest  in  verse  as 
orthodox  but  as  de¬ 
scriptively  vivid  as 
Pbpe's.  is  the  most 
famous,  as  it  is  the 
most  powerful,  of  the 
tales  that  make  up  The 
Borough.  For  Crabbe 
did  achieve  fame  of  a 
sort,  even  in  his  life¬ 
time.  Dr  Johnson  ap¬ 
proved  of  him;  he  influenced 
Wordsworth  and  the  other  Ro¬ 
mantics;  he  was  respected  by 
Byron,  who  twice  commends  him 
in  his  own  poetry.  Jane  Austen 
says  in  a  letter  that  she  would 
have  liked  him  for  a  husband. 
She  was  being  flippant,  no  doubt, 
for  it  is  hard  to  imagine  her  being 
married  to  anyone,  let  alone 
Crabbe.  but  it  shows  how  highly 
she  prized  an  intellect  and  a 
sensibility  which,  in  its  powers  of 
dramatising  daily  life,  was  not  so 
very  different  from  her  own. 

Crabbe  got  to  know  Sarah 
Hoare,  bluestocking  daughter  of 
a  rich  Quaker  banker  who  lived 
in  Hampstead.  Hoare  knew  all 
the  poets  of  the  age  as  well  as  the 
politicians;  and  Sarah  and  her 
stepmother  appointed  themselves 
as  nurses  and  muses  to  Crabbe, 


THE  VOLUNTARY 
INSANE 
By  George  Crabbe 

Richard  Cohen.  £1199 


cheering  the  parson  poet  and 
judging  the  compositions  he  sub¬ 
mined  to  their  scrutiny.  At  their 
house  he  met  Wilberforce,  Maria 
Edgeworth,  Mrs  Siddons,  and 
other  luminaries;  Wordsworth 
too  visited  the  Hoares  when  he 
was  in  London. 

Sarah  may  well  have  kept 
manuscripts  of  Crabbe  which  she 
and  her  fellow  judges  did  not 
consider  quite  the  thing,  as  Jane 
Austen  would  say.  Among  these 
unpublished  survivals  in  the 
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Hoare  Notebook  is  The  Volun¬ 
tary  Insane ,  a  long  poem  on  the 
theme  of  madness,  now  edited  by 
Felix  Pryor,  who  engagingly 
describes  himself  as  “earning  my 
living  by  discovering  manu¬ 
scripts”.  and  who  is  descended 
from  Sarah  Hoare*s  sister. 

With  the  natural  pride  of  a 
successful  explorer.  Pryor  claims 
that  this  newfound  poem  is 
“George  Crabbe’s  masterpiece". 
This  is  going  rather  too  far.  By 
contrast  not  only  with  such 
powerful  narratives  in  The  Bor¬ 
ough  as  Peter  Grimes  and  Ellen 
Orford ,  but  also  with  Crabbe’s 
other  published  “mad"  poems 
like  the  vivid  and  hallucinatory 
Sir  Eustace  Grey.  The  Voluntary 
Insane  seems  to  roe  common¬ 
place  enough.  If,  as  seems  pos¬ 
sible,  Sarah  Hoare  tactfully  put  it 


by.  this  may  have  been  because 
she  thought  it  below  the  poet's 
usual  standard,  as  well  as  for  the 
reasons  suggested  by  its  discover- 

er:  possible  shockingness,  and 
indiscretion  where  Crabbe’s  wife 
was  concerned. 

In  his  narrative  of  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  girl  who  lets  herself  deliber¬ 
ately  decline  into  madness  after  a 
baby  in  her  care  has  died.  Crabbe 
is  in  fact  more  earnest  and  pious 
than  shocking.  The  metre  does 
not  suit  him,  and  the  words  lack 
the  sardonic  grip,  the  visionary 
intensity  and  grim  humour  of  his 
best  work  in  couplets. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  the  editor 
rightly  suggests,  die  subject  itself 
has  a  clinical  fascination  for 
modem  ears,  as  have  the  autobio¬ 
graphical  implications.  Crabbe’s 
wife  appears  to  have 
exhibited  much  the 
same  symptoms  as  the 
poor  girl  in  the  poem, 
perhaps  for  the  same 
reason;  four  of  her  six 
children  died  young, 
and  she  may  have 
affected  madness  as  a 
shield  against  guilt  or 
blame.  No  wonder 
Crabbe’s  benefactress 
thought  it  best,  as  well 
as  more  discreet,  to  lay 
die  poem  away  in  a 
drawer. 

Yet  it  is  certainly  a 
work  of  considerable 
interest,  not  only  for 
Crabbe-iovers:  and  it 
is  presented  here  in  a 
sensible  and  elegant 
edition.  As  poetry,  its 
level  can  reasonably 
be  appreciated  by  the 
the  final  stanza. 

T was  Eventide  —  the 
flocks  were  penned 
And  Shepherds 
whistled  o’er  the  Lea ; 
But  e’er  that  Summer 
Night  had  End 
The  Maid  was  from 
Life's  burden  free. 

Alone  she  died;  no  Eye  could  see 
The  Signs  without  of  Thoughts 
within  — 

Judge  not  —  thine  own  Tempta¬ 
tion  flee. 

Nor  parley  with  the  Strength  of 
Sin  — 

Fluent  rather  than  inspired  — 
those  whistling  shepherds  are  all 
too  conventional  a  properly  of  the 
age  it  nonetheless  reveals 
Crabbe’s  keen  and  clinical  eye  for 
the  sadness  of  things. 

The  more  powerful  section  of 
the  poem  analyses  the  progress  of 
the  girl’s  malady,  from  natural 
kindness  (hugging  children  “she 
seems  to  feel  the  Peace  she 
makes")  to  harsh  indifference. 
And  this  has  all  the  sombre  force 
of  Crabbe  at  his  best. 
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Another  Italian  self-portrait  in  1924  Brancusi  photographed  himself  at  work  on  Endless  Column 
in  his  studio  (in  Elizabeth  Bowen’s  Brancusi  Photographs  Brancusi,  Thames  &  Hudson.  £12.95} 

World-besotted  sex  tourist 


READING  Aldo  Bust  is  akin  to 
being  cornered  by  a  garrulous, 
egotistical,  sarcastic,  clever  but 
often  very  funny  man  with  an 
urgent  wish  to  regale  you  with 
every  detail  of  his  recent  trips 
abroad.  Busi  has  travelled  to  most 
comers  of  the  globe,  apparently  in 
order  to  write  journalistic  pieces 
about  which  we  hear  very  little  and 
cannot  quite  imagine.  What  we  do 
hear  about  are  Busi's  feelings 
towards  the  countries  he  visits, 
which  are  largely  negative  ones, 
though  never  as  negative  as  those 
he  reserves  for  his  native  Italy, 
Interspersed  with  reportage  are 
reminscences  of  Busi's  childhood, 
his  thoughts  on  the  meaning  oflife, 
and  an  explicit  recollection  of  his 
homosexual  exploits. 

Busi  must  have  generous  em¬ 
ployers,  because  he  invariably  gets 
to  stay  in  the  smartest  hotel  in 
town,  always  raids  the  mini-bar  (he 
is  very  good  on  the  topic),  and  does 
not  seem  to  have  much  work  to  do. 
He  gets  sent  to  Reykjavik  along 
with  a  photographer  whom  he 
hates,  refuses  to  talk  to  and 
nicknames  Candid-Camera.  After 
spending  most  of  his  time  in  the 
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hotel  or  a  nearly  bar.  he  finally 
decides  to  interview  the  President 
of  Iceland.  Vigdis  Fmnbogadottir. 
Charmed  by  her,  he  skips  all 
mention  of  politics.  (Iceland  has  no 
problems  anyway,  judges  Busi,  not 
next  to  Italy),  and  asks  her  where 
she  gets  her  clothes  from.  Paris,  she 
answers,  but  begs  him  not  to  write 
this,  since  she  hi  recently  flattered 
a  journalist  from  Bunte  by  telling 
him  it  was  Germany. 

Busi  next  goes  off  on  a  Latin 
American  tour,  which  allows  him 
to  indulge  his  bleak  satirical  hum¬ 
our  to  the  full.  There  are  sketches  of 
threatening  drug  barons,  collaps¬ 
ing  motorways,  chaotic  cities,  in¬ 
congruously  luxurious  hotels  and 
appalling  squalor  and  deprivation. 
Busi  travels  from  Caracas  to  Bogo¬ 
ta,  then  to  Brasilia  and  Wo,  all  the 
while  making  the  reader  feel  very 


glad  that  he  stayed  home.  Things 
improve  somewhat  when  Busi  goes 
off  to  Spain,  which  he  likes,  and 
Algeria,  where  he  has  lots  of  sex. 
Unfortunately,  he  then  has  to  go  off 
to  South  Korea  to  cover  the  Olymp¬ 
ics.  though  he  hates  sport,  and  then 
Japan,  where  no  one  will  talk  to 
him.  apart  from  a  brief  conversa¬ 
tion  he  has  with  a  Japanese  man 
whom  he  has  accidentally  squirted 
with  milk  while  preparing  a  cup  of 
coffee  on  a  Bullet  Train. 

BUSI'S  PROSE  style  has  an  impa¬ 
tience,  energy  and  bile  that  some¬ 
times  threaten  to  turn  it  info  a  ranL 
If  he  is  ultimately  saved  from  the 
,  charge,  it  is  because  he  knows 
when  to  leaven  matters  with  an 
ironic  touch.  “I  veiy  much  like 
melancholy  persons."  he  tells  us, 
“for  the  first  five  minutes.  And  I 
also  like  timid  people  —  if  they  are 
not  more  than  15  years  old." 

Nevertheless,  when  we  reach  the 
.end  of  Uses  and  Abuses  we  are 
likely  to  be  exhausted  and  perhaps 
exasperated  by  Busi.  Despite  the 
book’s  many  charms,  it  would  be 
hard  to  recommend  placing  it  too 
far  up  any  reading  list. 


Counting 

cosmic 

visions 

~f  ■  ihere  was  a  country  where 
|  they  were  all  thieves — " 
A  Everybody  robbed  every¬ 
body  else,  until  one  day  an  honest 
man  interrupted  the  cycle,  throw¬ 
ing  everything  into  disarray.  Italo 
Cal  vino  wrote  The  Black  Sheep  in 
1943.  when  he  was  only  20.  and  yet 
as  an  Italian  political  allegory  its 
relevance  is  untarnished.  The  style 
of  such  early  pieces  is  blunt  and 
naive  in  comparison  to  his  later 
works:  but  their  ironic  moral  tone, 
finely  rendered  by  Tim  Parks’s 
translation,  still  hits  the  mark. 
“One  writes  fables  in  periods  of 
oppression.”  he  wrote.  His  predil¬ 
ection  for  this  form  lasted  longer 
than  Mussolini,  as  ihis  collection 
demonstrates. 

Numbers  in  the  Dark  includes 
short  stories,  dialogues  and  the 
beginnings  of  unfinished  novels, 
gathered  here  for  the  first  time. 
They  span  Calvino’s  entire  writing 
career  from  1943  to  1985.  In  the  first 
section  to  1958.  covering  his  years 
as  a  Communist  Party  member, 
themes  of  politics  and  war  domi¬ 
nate.  Becalmed  in  the  Antilles  was 
written  in  1957,  the  year  he  left  the 
party  over  the  invasion  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  it  satirises  the  postwar 
deadlock  between  the  Italian  Com¬ 
munists  and  the  Christian  Demo- 

Harriet  Paterson 
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THE  DARK 
By  Italo  Calvino 

Jonathan  Cape,  £  15.99 


crats  as  an  encounter  in  a  flat  calm 
between  Drake's  fleet  and  the 
Spaniards.  This  story  preserved  its 
immediacy  for  a  further  25  years. 

This  paring-down  of  intricate 
situations  to  the  simplest  kernel  is 
the  exact  opposite  of  the  later 
Calvino  who  ramifies,  questions 
and  complicates  even  die  simplest 
gesture.  Every  action,  however 
insignificant,  generates  infinite  as¬ 
sociations  stretching  back  in  time 
and  space.  Turning  a  tap  or 
releasing  a  petrol  pump  diverts 
Calvino’s  intense  narrative  atten¬ 
tion  down  to  the  subterranean 
strata  from  which  the  water  or  oil  is 
being  drawn.  He  has  become  a 
cosmic  visionary,  who  sees  a  tree  in 
every  splinter  of  wood,  the  whole  of 
human  history  in  a  lump  of  ice. 

Logical  conclusions  give  way 
to  illogical  extremes,  an  ob¬ 
session  with  the  reductio  ad 
absurdum  which  can  lead  to  a  kind 
of  madness,  generating  feelings  of 
anxiety  and  vertigo  in  the  reader. 
These  are  then  compounded  by  the 
apocalyptic  conclusions  which  is¬ 
sue  forth  from  Calvino’s  notorious 
melancholy.  In  1975  he  sees  a 
second  ice  age  threatening,  in  197b 
the  extinction  of  resources,  in  1984 
the  galaxy  imploding. 

However,  die  author  does  not 
abandon  his  reader  without  offer¬ 
ing  a  lifeline  of  control.  He  defies 
annihilation  by  writing  ceaselessly, 
creating  an  inventory  of  the  disap¬ 
pearing  planet  This  is  the  exact 
task  of  the  characters  in  the  1968 
story  World  Memory  who  must 
make  “a  catalogue  of  everything." 
The  task  is  impossible  but  die 
principle  is  fortifying.  “I’ve  been 
getting  used  to  imagining  the 
future  without  flinching,"  Calvino 
writes.  The  precision  and  lucidity  of 
his  prose  testify  to  his  steady  gaze. 


“  A  n  only  life  may  take  so 
/\  long  to  climb  /  clear 
X  Vof  its  wrong  begin¬ 
nings.  and  may  never."  Tims 
Philip  Larkin,  with  the  insight 
that  made  foresight  sound  like 
hindsight.  Raymond  Wil¬ 
liams’s  beginnings  were  not 
wrong,  except  in  the  sense  of 
suggesting  possibilities  which 
later  life  precludes.  But.  the 
loyalties  and  allegiances  he 
formed  during  his  working- 
class  childhood  in  South 
Wales  proved  unusually  hard 
to  reconcile  with  the  demands 
of  his  academic  career.  Conse¬ 
quently.  he  suffered  from  the 
anguish  of  inner  exile. 

He  represented  this,  to  oth¬ 
ers  and,  apparently,  to  him¬ 
self,  as  a  conflict  between  the 
wish  to  live  in  Wales  and  the 
need  to  work  in  Cambridge. 
(He  kept  homes  in  both 
places.)  The  border  country 
that  his  childhood  home  had 
occupied  became  for  him  a 
potent  symbol  of  his  state.  He 
was  tom  —  yet  effortfulfy 
poised  —  between  two  coun¬ 
tries  and  two  dasses.  The 
endless  variety  of  sodo-polit- 


From  Welsh  wizard  to  tweedy  leftist  don 
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RAYMOND 
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By  Fred  Ingtis 
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icai  phenomena  were  perpetu¬ 
ally  resolving  themselves, 
within  Williams's  fanatic 
heart,  into  the  elements  of  a 
personal  conflict. 

Williams  was  bom  in  1921. 
His  lather,  Harry,  was  a 
railway  signalman  who  be¬ 
came  a  union-  branch  secre¬ 
tary.  It  is  easy  to  see  here  the 
roots  of  Williams's  romantic 
socialism.  From  his  father  also 
steals  his  diligence  as  a  writer 
(more  than  20  books  of  cultur¬ 
al  commentary,  seven  novels, 
three  plays,  and  several  thou¬ 
sand  newspaper  articles). 

His  mother,  by  contrast 
provided  him  with  a  pattern  of 


resignation,  for  on  personal 
matters  her  husband  was  an 
unusually  silent  man.  His 
derisions  —  as  to  the  naming 
of  their  son,  for  instance  — 
emerged  from  a  dark  private 
self  to  which  verbal  access  was 
denied.  As  Fred  inglis  ob¬ 
serves.  in  a  narrative  at  once 
acute,  scholarly  and  informal; 
“Harry  lived  a  deep  contradic¬ 
tion  between  gregariousness 
and  withdrawal  which  he 
taught  his  son."  When  Wil¬ 
liams  died  in  1988,  his  death 
was  announced  on  radio;  his 
work  evoked  a  public  response 
beyond  his  academic  circle. 

Raymond  Williams  was  an 
unusual  academic  not  least  in 
being  regularly  described  as  a 
seer.  There  must  have  been 
many  occasions  during  his 
lectures,  when  he  did  not  have 
his  eyes  dosed,  his  head 
thrown  back  and  his  words 
issuing  forth  in  a  steady, 
slightly  mystifying  meditative 


Williams  (left)  with  Frank  Kermode,  Cambridge  1981 


torrent  Yet  that  is  how  he  is 
remembered  by  many  of  those 
whose  testimony  is  recorded  in 
this  vividly  documented  book 
—  more  biographical  essay 
than  biography. 


Whether  Williams  actually 
was  a  seer,  or  only  looked  like 
rate,  depends  in  pari  on  how 
we  answer  one  question.  What 
was  it  —  among  the  things 
which  some  people  count  su¬ 


premely  valuable  —  that  Wil¬ 
liams  is  believed  to  have  seen 
more  dearly  than  most?  Those 
who  give  ail  answer  in  terms 
of  his  relations  with  Marxism 
divide  him  from  a  broader 
readership.  And  there  seems 
to  me  a  peculiar  impropriety 
in  doing  that;  for  one  of  the 
things  that  Williams  undoubt¬ 
edly  saw  was  the  impropriety 
of  any  form  of  public  discourse 
—  such  as  literary  criticism  — 
which  complacently  addresses 
itself  solely  to  a  closed  social  or 
professional  coterie. 

His  sympathies  were  pro¬ 
foundly  pro-democratic.  If  he 
differed,  in  his  writings,  from 
the  generality  of  intellectuals 
who  defend  working-class  cul¬ 
ture,  it  was  because  he  flouted 
factions,  including  the  political 
ones  which  tried  to  co-opt  him 
as  a  propagandist 

One  of  the  things  which 
gave  Williams  quasi-heroic 
status  among  working-class 


intellectuals  was  his  belief  that 
high  culture  was  merely  a 
variant  of  popular  culture. 
Defending  the  right  of  popular 
art  forms  (such  as  television)  to 
be  taken  seriously  was  dearly 
a  gesture  of  homage  to  his 
parents;  and  one  to  which  the 
hearts  of  many  literary  left¬ 
wingers  would  return  an  echo. 
For  all  his  determination  to 
lecture  on  films,  and  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  scope  of  the  English 
syllabus  at  Cambridge,  Wil¬ 
liams  was  no  stage  iconoclast: 
his  practical  experience  inclu¬ 
ded  active  service  as  a  tank- 
officer.  followed  by  15  years 
extramural  teaching. 

I  was  brought  up  20  miles 
away  from  Williams,  in  a 
similar  South  Welsh  environ* 
menL  I  work  In  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  English  Faculty,  recog¬ 
nise  “the  sheer  bloodyminded- 
ness  of  British  academic  life" 
and  miss  what  the  mountains 
represent.  Yet,  despite  these 


potential  affinities,  I  do  not 
find  myself  drawn  to  his 
writings.  The  testimony  gatli- 
ered  in  Inglis’s  genial  and 
absorbing  book  suggests  that 
the  experience  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon.  Ostensibly,  the  problem 
lies  in  the  abstract  over- 
elaborations  of  Williams’s 
style.  Yet  this  in  turn  emerges 
from  Williams’s  habit  of 
avoiding  introspection. 

When,  in  1977,  Wil¬ 
liams  suffered  a 
breakdown,  he  was 
bent  on  not  understanding  it. 
The  attempt  at  introspection 
had  “stirred  some  very  deep 
sediments”.  Williams's  re¬ 
sponse  had  been  to  develop  a 
style  of  deliberate  obliqueness, 
which  protected  him  from  his 
own  inward  gaze,  but  es¬ 
tranged  him  from  the  class 
(and  maybe  the  father)  he 
wished  to  communicate  with. 

Political  convictions  derive 
from  personal  allegiances.  It  is 
the  strength  of  Williams's 
writings  to  suggest  this,  their 
weakness  to  flinch  from  ac¬ 
knowledging  it  fully. 


WADING  through  this  im¬ 
mense  novel,  you  may  be  beset 
by  a  single  overriding  worry. 
Belle  du  Seigneur  is  the 
masterpiece  of  Albert  Cohen 
(1895-1981),  a  megalith  in  20th- 
century  culture,  and  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  Balzac  and  Proust  in 
the  francophone  tradition  of 
militance  against  brevity. 
Whose  fault  is  it,  then,  that  the 
bode  is  so  difficult  to  read? 

It  is  not  the  translator’s,  for 
David  Coward’s  adtievement 
is  as  gigantic  as  Cohen's. 
Gilbert  Adair  was  assumed  to 
have  carried  off  the  yeart 
translating  laurels  with  his 
edition  of  Georges  Pereas  lipo- 
grammatic  novel  La  Dispari- 
rion.  but  Coward  has  taken  on 
an  equally  daunting  task.  The 
result  is  a  sparkimgly  fluid 


English  version  full  of  wit  and 
imagination,  that  does  much 
to  bridge  the  gap  between 
author  and  reader. 

It  Is  in  that  gap  that  the 
readability  problem  lies.  This 
is  a  thousantFpage  book  in 
■  which  very  little  happens. 
First  published  in  French  in 
1968.  and  untranslated  until 
now,  it  gained  its  "master¬ 
piece’*  status  at  a  time  of  great 
excitement  in  the  francophone 
literary  world,  when  experi¬ 
mentation  and  intellectual  val¬ 
ues  were  warmly  welcomed. 

But  are  we  still  equipped  to 
deal  with  a  huge  plotless 
monster  that  expends  its  cre¬ 
ative  energy  on  long  interior 
monologues,  subtle  political 
allegory,  and  microscopic  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  social  preien- 


Revenant  in  the  republic  of  letters 
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dons  of  a  disappearing  foreign 
bourgeoisie? 

Central  to  the  plot  is  SolaL 
He  it  is  who  carries  the  great 
solipsistic  weight  of  all  Co¬ 
hen’s  work  Fra  Belle  du 
Seigneur  is  the  last  in  a  trilogy 
of  novels  that  charts  Solai's 
rise  from  a  childhood  in  the 
Jewish  community  of  Cepha- 


lraiia  to  Under  Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral  at  the  League  of  Nations 
in  Geneva.  The  first  two 
novels,  Solal  and  Mange- 
dous,  were  published  in  the 
1930s,  in  a  climate  still  haunt¬ 
ed  by  Proust  and  dominated 
by  James  Joyce.  This,  the  final 
part  was  30  years  in  the 
making,  and  it  shows. 

The  first  third  of  the  novel 
belongs  to  Adrien  Deume,  a 
grade  B  minion  of  Solal  at  the 
League  of  Nations.  Deume  is 
petit  bourgeois,  gauche,  and 
covetous  of  acceptance  in  the 
highest  circles.  As  he  sits  at  his 
desk,  pen-pushing  and  gush¬ 
ing  streams  of  consciousness. 


it  is  almost  painful  to  witness 
his  thought  processes  —  his 
tragic  ana  paradoxical  aspira¬ 
tions  are  so  like  our  own.  The 
miserable  human  mind  de¬ 
serves  more  privacy  titan  this. 

The  great  Solal  accepts  an 
invitation  to  dinner  chez 
Deume,  and  for  100  pages  we 
are  subjected  to  the  flusterings 
of  the  Deume  household  as  the 
meal  is  planned.  The  menu, 
printed  on  fancy  little  place 
cards,  will  have  foie  gras, 
caviare,  smoked  salmon,  any 
number  of  delicacies  obscene¬ 
ly  and  ostentatiously  piled 
upon  each  other-  Deume ’s 
lisping  and  ineffectual  father 


reads  aloud  from  an  etiquette 
book  on  how  to  butter  a  bread 
roll  and  drink  from  the  side  of 
a  soup  spoon,  his  mother 
instructs  the  hired  butler, 
Adrien  prepares  conversation¬ 
al  fireworks  and  frets.  But 
Solal.  in  accordance  with  the 
fatalistic  drive  of  the  narra¬ 
tive,  will  not  come.  And  if  he 
did.  he  would  share  our  snob¬ 
bish  revulsion. 

All  this  is  but  preamble  to 
Solai's  seduction  of  Deume’s 
wife,  Ariane.  She  leaves  her 
bedraggled  bureaucrat  for  his 
brilliant  and  beautiful  boss. 
But,  such  is  the  nature  of 
human  passion,  and  such  was 


Cohen's  bleak  obsession  with 
it,  that  their  love,  too,  must 
putrefy.  The  depiction  of  the 
relationship's  collapse  is  mis¬ 
erable  and,  ultimately,  horrif¬ 
ic.  It  is  the  very  opposite  of  the 
dimax  of  Ulysses.  No  returns, 
no  reunions,  no  rebirth. 

AND  THEN  the  gloom  goes 
deeper.  For  this  is  the  life  of  a 
European  Jew  in  tile  1930s. 
What  hope  for  the  future  even 
if  the  course  of  love  does  run 
smooth?  Solal  has.  to  some 
extent,  denied  his  Jewishness 
to  reach  the  exalted  social 
position  he  enjoys.  But  his 
uncles,  known  as  the  valiant, 
self-styled  knight-errant  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  Solal  cause, 
make  several  entrances  to 
remind  him  of  his  roots. 


Grotesque,  parodic  carica¬ 
tures  of  lechery,  acquisitive¬ 
ness  and  vice,  they  play  a 
strange  role,  challenging  anti- 
Semitic  prejudice  by  pander¬ 
ing  to  it  so  obtusely.  In  earlier 
manifestations  they  were 
picaresquefy  comical.  Here,  as 
Nazism  looms  unmentioned 
on  the  borders,  they  are 
dangerous. 

And  so  the  novel  rambles 
on,  seldom  more  than  the  sum 
of  its  parts,  never  a  page 
turner,  but  always  exquisitely 
rendered;  a  strange  artefact 
frozen  in  suspended  anima¬ 
tion  and  then  brought  to  life 
again  in  a  less  self-conscious 
age.  Like  so  much  that  came 
out  of  that  rime,  it  is  difficult  to 
pin  down,  difficult  to  read, 
and  difficult  to  ignore. 


t 
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Cold  snap 
retains 
hold  on 
fixtures 

FROST  kept  its  grip  on  the 
racing  programme  as 
more  fixtures  were  called 
off  yesterday.  The  meeting 
scheduled  for  Kempton 
yesterday  was  abandoned 
after  overnight  snow  com¬ 
pounded  the  existing  prob¬ 
lems  with  frost,  and  the 
four  set  for  today  —  Car¬ 
lisle,  Plumpton,  Stratford 
and  Taunton  —  had  been 
lost  by  noon  yesterday. 

Taunton  and  Plumpton 

fdl  within  minutes  of  each 
other  after  early-morning 
inspections,  and  were  soon 
joined  by  .Carlisle  and 
Stratford.  Alt  four  tracks 
are  frozen. 

Tomorrow's  fixture  at' 
Newcastle'  has  also  fallen 
to  a  combination  of  frost 
and  snow,  and  inspections 
are  planned  for  the  day’s 
remaining  three  meetings. 
Fontwell  and  Newbury 
will  inspect  at  930  this 
morning,  with  Warwick's 
prospects  to  be  decided  at 
1230. 

There  is  an  inspection  at 
9.00  tomorrow  to  check  cm 
Catterick's  programme  for 
Saturday,  and  the  best 
hopes  of  a  resumption  of 
National  Hunt  racing  rest 
with  another  of  Saturday’s 
cards,  Folkestone,  where 
there  is  a  light  covering  of 
snow  but  no  frost  in  the 
ground. 

In  Ireland,  yesterday’s 
meeting  at  Leopaxdstown 
was  cancelled  and  put 
back  to  Saturday  to  re-, 
place  the  scheduled  meet¬ 
ing  at  Punch  estown, 
which,  in  turn,  has  been 
rescheduled  for  next  Wed¬ 
nesday.  Prospects  for  to¬ 
day’s  meeting  at  Leopards- 
town  also  look  bleak. 
There  is  a  7.00  inspection 
there. 

Looking  further  ahead, 
next  Tuesday's  meeting  at 
Ayr  is  already  under 
threat  The. Scottish  track 
lost  this  week’s  Boxing 
Day  fixture  because  of 
frost  and  the  course  man¬ 
ager.  Mark  Kershaw,  said 
yesterday:  “There  has-  not 
been  much  change  and  it 
is  still  freezing." 


Wolverhampton  arranges  additional  meeting  for  Saturday 

Fresh  opportunities  ease  frost’s  bite 


By  Richard  Evans,  racing 

journalist  of  THE  YEAR 

OFFICIALS  moved  with  ad¬ 
mirable  swiftness  yesterday  to  . 
resurrect  some  of  the  top  races 
which  have  fallen  victim  to  a 
freeze-up  destined  to  continue 
for  the  rest  of  this  week. 

With  severe  frost  wiping  out 
any  racing  in  Britain  for  tire 
second  successive  day  yester¬ 
day,  plans  were  hatched  to 
stage  the  lost  feature  races,  in 
one  shape  or  another,  over  the 
next. few  weeks  —.with  entries 
for  three  rearranged  or  new 
events  dosing  at  noon  today. 

After  a  day  of  hectic  discus¬ 
sions.  involving  the  British 
Horseracing  Board's  (BHB) 
race  planning  department,  the 
Levy  Board,  sponsors  and 
racecourses,  the  BHB  an¬ 
nounced  a  package  of  mea¬ 
sures  to  assist  racing  after  the 
losses  inflicted  by  the  extreme 
weather. . 

.  They  indude  an  extra  all- 
weather  Flat  meeting  at  Wol¬ 
verhampton  this  Saturday 
afternoon,  which  will  be 
staged  in  addition  to  an  exist¬ 
ing  evening  meeting  at  the 
Midlands  .track.  Entries  for 
the  new  fixture  dose  at  mid¬ 
day  today. 

Cheltenham  on  New  Year's 
Day  will  be  expanded  to 
include  two  races  designed 
specifically  for  horses  aimed 
originally  at  the  Bonusprint 
Christmas  Hurdle  and  Castle- 
ford  Chase,  which  were  lost  to. 
the  weather  at  Kempton  and 
Wetherby  respectively  yester¬ 
day.  Both  races,  over  two 
miles,  will  be  limited  handi¬ 
caps  with  a  14lb  weight  range 
aimed  at  maximising  competi¬ 
tiveness  with  entries  also 
dosing  at  noon  today. 

Prize-money  for  the  Peter 
Ross  Novices'  Chase  at  Ascot 
on  January  13  will  be  in¬ 
creased  from  £12,000  to 
£21,000  after  the  loss  of  the 
Tripleprint  Feltham  Novices’ 
Chase  at  Kempton  on  Boxing 
Day:  The  race  is  over  a  similar 
distance  of  three  miles. 

After  the  loss  of  the  Coral 
Welsh  National  at  Chepstow 
yesterday,  the  race  scheduled 
to  be  run  as  the  John  Hughes 
Grand  National  Trial  at 
.Chepstow  on  February  3  will 
be  renamed  the  Coral  Grand 
National  Trial  with  £25.000 
added  to  stakes. 


Z  t'.v  : 


The  grey  Absalom’s  Lady  beating  Atoms  in  last  season's  Christmas  Hurdle  at  Kempton.  a  replacement  for  which  will  be  run  at  Cheltenham 


The  extra  six-race  meeting 
at  Wolverhampton  this  Satur¬ 
day  will  go  ahead  only  if 
sufficient  entries  have  been 
received  by  noon  today.  The 
extra  races  planned  for  Chel¬ 
tenham  next  Monday  —  the 
Levy  Board  limited  Handicap 
Chase  and  the  Bonusprint 
limited  Handicap  Hurdle  — 
mean  the  eight-race  card  will 
start  at  11.50am. 

According  to  the  London 
Weather.  Centre  last  night, 
there  is  no  immediate  sign  of  a 


let-up  m  the  Arctic  conditions 
but  BHB  officials  were  taking 
heart  from  a  forecast  of  rising 
temperatures  over  the  week¬ 
end.  Should  the  Cheltenham 
meeting  fall  to  the  weather,  the 
Bonusprint  Hurdle  will  be 
switched  to  Sandown  on  Janu¬ 
ary  6. 

After  the  expected  cancella¬ 
tion  of  Kempton  yesterday,  the 
King  George  VI  Tripleprint 
Chase  will  be  the  feature  event 
at  Sandown  on  the  same  day. 

Meanwhile,  the  Matthew 


McCoy  controversy  refuses  to 
go  away.  After  the  derision  by 
the  Racehorse  Owners’  Associ¬ 
ation  (ROA)  to  ask  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  SHE'S  industry 
committee  to  consider  his  pos¬ 
ition  last  week,  the  National 
Trainers*  Federation  (NTF) 
stepped  into  the  fray  yester¬ 
day. 

An  election  is  due  to  take 
place  next  month  to  fill  the 
vacancy  created  on  the  BHB  in 
June  when  Michael  Darnel] 
steps  down  as  one  of  the  three 


industry  committee  elected 
directors. 

Nominations  for  the  vacan¬ 
cy  are  due  to  dose  on  January 
3.  with  the  election  planned  to 
take  place  two  weeks  later. 
Despite  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  his  much  publicised 
flight  to  the  United  States, 
McCIoy  has  been  favourite  to 
be  elected  unopposed. 

However.  Peter  Cundeli. 
president  of  the  NTT.  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  his  organis¬ 
ation  is  seeking  a  delay  in  the 


election.  “We  are  recommend¬ 
ing  to  the  industry  committee 
that  the  election  is  postponed 
until  April.  After  the  letter 
from  the  ROA.  there  is  a  need 
for  a  cooling-off  period.” 

The  request  for  a  delay  will 
be  supported  by  the  breeders 
and.  interestingly.  John  Rad. 
a  leading  member  of  the 
Jockeys’  Association,  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  while  McCIoy 
appeared  to  be  a  good  chair¬ 
man  “you  would  have  to 
question  his  judgment” 


Nielsen’s 
absence 
costs  him 
funding 

By  Richard  Eaton 

avdERS  NIELSEN  has 
been  denied  funding  for  the 

^dteby^Badminton 

Association  of  England,  which 
mSns  he  will  have  to  pay  hts 

^vvaytotoimwnentsunfl 
tfteendoftheOWrapicGa^ 
qualifying  period  if  he  is  to  Qet 

to  Atlanta.  .  , 

Nielsen,  the  naflffliaf  oharn- 
pion.  is  being  pmnrfirt. 
again  pulling  out  of  a  Bnnsh 
grand  slam  tournament  with¬ 
out  a  medical 

this  case  the  Friends  Provrdoit 

Hampshire  Open  at  Ports¬ 
mouth.  which  starts  today. 

When  the  Surrey  man  did 
the  same  thing  m  Perm. 
September,  he  was  denied 
funding  until  the  end  of  Janu¬ 
ary.  and  the  extension  of  this 
ban  for  another  three  months 
means  that  by  the  start  of  the 
Games  in  August,  NieJsenwtil 
have  spent  about  £6,000  of  his 
own  money  travelling  abroad. 

The  Association  is  angered 
that  Nielsens  actions  make  it 
impossible  for  it  to  promote 
the  British  grand  slam  circuit 
properly,  but  Nielsen  claims 
that  the  floors  at  Portsmouth 
are  so  hard  that  they  consti¬ 
tute  a  fitness  risk.  "I’m  already 
paying  my  own  way  to  the 
Finnish  and  Portuguese 
Opens  next  month  so  I  can’t 
take  a  chance  with  my  knees. 
The  floors  are  a  disgrace  at 
Portsmouth  and  players  have 
written  and  complained  about 
them  before,’*  Nielsen  said. 

However,  Tom  Marrs,  the 
Association’s  events  director, 
replied:  “He  must  be  getting 
desperate.  It’s  the  same  type  of 
floor  as  90  per  cent  of  leisure 
centres  in  this  country  and 
many  top  players  have  played 
on  it  without  complaint." 

Nielsen's  increasing  rift 
with  his  national  association 
suggests  that  the  28-year-old  is 
going  to  retire  after  the 
Games.  Whether  or  not  he 
actually  gets  there,  however,  is 
very  much  in  question.  He  is 
ranked  No  40  in  the  world,  11 
places  behind  Darren  Hall, 
tiie  former  European  champi¬ 
on,  and  nine  behind  Peter 
Knowles,  the  Scottish  Open 
champion  —  and  only  two 
Britons  can  qualify  in  each 
event  for  Atlanta. 


GENERAL  APPOINTMENTS 


Quality  &  Strategy 


c£30,000  -  Up  to  £5000  relocation  expenses  -  Famborough 


We  are  now- seeking  a  manager  for  quality  and 
strategy  development,  who  will  report  directly  to 
the-Managing  Director,  and  be  responsible  for 

■  developingandmanagjngCDAquality  systems 

■  the  formulation  and  implementation  of  strategic 
plans  to  evolve  the  organisation  and  its  systems 

■  guiding  the  organic  procedures  which  support 
successful  management  of  change. 

The  position  requires  an  individual  with  experience  of 
Total  Quality,  business  management  systems  and  the 
requirements  of  IS0900Q  and  other  recognised 
quality  standards.  The  successful  candidate  will  have 
a  proven  record  of  working  with  people  at  all  levels  in 
a  contract  research  organisation,  will  have  already 
shown  vision  and  imagination  in  combining  process 
with  people,  and  should  understand  the  relationship 


between  management  information  systems  and  the 
cultural  behaviourthey  imply.  Applicants  should  hold 
an  MBA  or  have  had  equivalent  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  defence  operational 
analysis  would  be  an  advantage. 

Appointment  will  be  on  a  fixed  term  basis,  initially  for 
three  years,  but  may  be  extended  or  made  permanent 
by  mutual  agreement. 

CDA  welcomes  applications  horn  suitably  qualified 
people  regardless  of  sex.  marital  status,  race 
or  disability. 

Application  forms  can  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Mr  Peter ‘%pargo.  quoting  reference  20/95.  on 
(01252)  393339  or  writing  to  him  at  Senior  Staff 
Personnel.  Room  114.  Q10I  Building,  Defence 
Research  Agency.  Famborough.  Hampshire 
GUI4  6TD.  Closing  date  for  receipt  erf  completed 
appJkationsfrh  January  19% 

•:y* 

CDA  is  i)  division  ofDCRA  an  Agency  ol  ihe  MOD 


Are  yo  u  seeking  a  progressive 
future  with  the  industry  leader? 

LAMBdSS  Pic 

is  a  major  network  systems  integrator 
with  a  rapidly  expanding  customer  base 
ihrougiioui  the  UK  and  mainland  Europe. 

Total  commitment  to  quality  of  customer 
care  and  product  excellence  are  exemplified 
by  ourBS5750 Part  l  accreditation  and 
through  becoming  the  UK's  first 
Advanced  “tochnolagy  Partner  with 
world-class  systems  leader  Bay  Networks. 

Outstanding  business  success  and 
excellent  market  potential  means  that  we 
seek  additional  professionals  to  join  the 
highly  progressive  Sales  Team  based  at  our 
new  European  Headquarters  in  Berkshire 
and  London  Offices. 

n  Bay  Networks 

Advanced  Technology  Partner 


Sales  Manager 

£30,000  base  (£60,000  OTE) 

Southwest  &  Central  England  Executive  2.0  litre  car 

You  will  be  responsible  (or  winning  major  network  project  business  from 
corporate  customers  and  prospects  together  with  leading  a  dedicated  Business 
Team  of  Account  Managers,  Internal  Sales  and  Support  Specialists.  With  a  proven 
track  record  of  total  success  in  selling  high-end  LAN/WAN  technology,  you  will 
possess  effective  bid-leadership  skills  and  a  strong  business  management  acumen. 

Account  Managers 

£45,000  OTE 

North;  South;  Southwest;  Central  London  2.0  litre  car 

Within  the  front  line  of  a  dedicated  Business  Team,  you  will  develop  and  maintain 
sates  revenues  from  an  increasing  number  of  Corporate  and  Government 
Customers.  This  will  entail  selling  tne  complete  LAKr&BSE  range  of  network 
products,  systems  and  comprehensive  technical  support  services. 

LAMSESS  offer  strong  opportunities  for  personal  development  and  career 
progression  within  a  friendly  and  highly  motivated  team  oriented  environment  If 
you  are  willing  and  able  to  take  networking  solutions  wefl  into  the  2 1st  century, 
please  contact  our  retained  recruitment  consultants 
Joy  Scovell  or  Kevin  Lamb  at 

Kestrel  Network  Sciences 

Talbot  House,  High  Street  Crowthorne,  Berkshire  RG45  7AQ 

Tel:  01344  762616  24  hours:  01344  302700 

Fax:  01344  762573  E-Mail:  100315.1740ecompuseroe.com 


GENERAL  MANAGER/DIRECTOR 

with  technical  and  commercial  flair 
c£50,000  -  pins  stock  options 

Trafficmorter  Pic,  a  quoted  company  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange  with  a  market  capitalisation  of 
over  £60m,  is  a  world-leader  in  Intelligent  Transport  Systems.  The  company  has  recently  experienced 
significant  growth  which  will  continue  and  accelerate  during  1996. 

The  company  is  seeking  an  experienced  Manager' with  an  electronics  background  and  qualifications, 
but  also  holding  an  MBA  or  equivalent  The  role  will  be  to  support  the  Chief  Executive,  particularly  in 
the  management  of  the  company’s  network,  product  development  and  the  control  of  manufacturing 
subcontractors.  The  position  will  involve  regular  involvement  in  negotiating  commercial  contracts  and 
will  demand  demonstrable  commitment  to  achieving  agreed  performance  targets. 

Applicants  should  possess  an  innovative  approach  to  solving  problems  and  be  highly  motivated  to  play 
a  significant  role  in  the  development  of  a  rapidly  growing  public  company.  Applications  in  writing  only, 
including  a  full  cv,  should  be  sent  to> 

Tbe  Chief  Executive 

Traffic master  He 

Marlborough  Court,  Sunrise  Parkway,  Linford  Wood,  Milton  Keynes  MKI4  6DX 


“Come  home  for  a  li 

£30,000  -  £60,000  plus  car 

Our  client  has  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and 
long  established  SAP  croups  in  Europe.  Their 
reputation  for  quality  and  the  international  reach  of 
their  operations  means  that  they  get  involved  in  the 
biggest,  most  complex  and  challenging  projects 
available.  You  may  currently  be  working  in  the  UK, 
or  perhaps  have  returned  home  from  further  afield 
for  the  festive  season.  Either  way  the  scale  and 
momentum  of  our  client's  business  means  they  have 
(he  resources  to  invest  in  your  continuing 
development. 

For  established  Project  Managers,  opportunities  exist 
to  lead  large  scale  projects  throughout  Europe. 
Assignments  will  include  high-profile  work  wilh 
leading  organisations  undertaking  major 
programmes  of  process,  organisation  and  culture 
change.  You  must  have  substantial  experience  of 
successful  SAP  implementation  and  first-class  client 
service  skills. 

They  are  also  looking  for  people  with  at  least  a  year's 
experience  of  configuring  SAP  (R/2  or  R/3],  to  work 


Hide  longer  than  Christmas  ” 


London  based 

“  Implementation  Consultants.  You  will  work  with 
blue-chip  organisations  undergoing  major  process 
change,  from  the  centralisation  of  finance  arid 
service  functions  to  the  introduction  of  global  supply 
chain  management.  There  are  outstanding  prospects 
for  progression  to  protect  management  positions. 

Although  SAP  expertise  is  vital  for  both  roles,  you 
must  also  have  a  good  degree,  extent 
interpersonal  skills  and  a  strong  desire  to  develop 
your  consulting  skills  in  an  international  protect 
environment  encompassing  process  change  and 
systems  integration.  Our  client  is  determined  to 
appoint  people  who  have  the  potential  to  grow.  You 
wjjj  be  gaining  consultancy  and  business  skills  that 
will  retain  their  value  throughout  your  career. 

To  find  oat  more  please  mite  with  a  foil  CV 
including  current  salary  details  and  daytime 
telephone  number,  to  Harvey  Nash  He,  13  Bruton 
Street,  London  WIX7AH,  Tel:  <01711  S3  0033  £x 
(0171)  333  0032.  .Please  quote  reference  HN7A16 
in  all  communications. 


Traffic  master  Pic 
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The  sport  of  the  future  grappling  with  its  past 


David  Powell  looks 


at  the  growing  pains 


triathlon  is  enduring 


in  its  struggle  for 


Olympic  acceptance 


Triathlon  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  spectators  at 
an  imemariona!  rare  in 
Sydney  as  “The  Sport  of  the 
New  Millenium".  As  the  first 
event  on  the  programme  at 
the  2000  Olympic  Games  in 
the  same  city,  triathlon  will 
nor  lack  opportunity  to  give 
that  bold  prediction  a  flying 
start  but  will  rhe  swim-hike- 
run  brigade  be  ready  for  their 
grand  entrants? 

ft  is  15  months  since  the 
International  Olympic  Com¬ 
mittee  (IOQ  granted  triathlon 
Olympic  status  within  20 
years  of  the  sport's  begin¬ 
nings.  The  elevation  precipi¬ 
tated  both  celebration  and 
argument.  The  Olympics 
wants  triathlon  but  wants  it  to 
change. 

A  well-oiled  triathlon  mach¬ 
ine  would  be  an  asset  to  the 
Olympics  because  it  does, 
after  all.  pull  three  of  the 
original  Olympic  disciplines 
into  one.  At  its  best,  triathlon 
tan  be  spectacular  and  excit¬ 
ing,  but  often  races  are  pre¬ 
dictable.  Les  McDonald,  the 
president  of  the  International 
Triathlon  Union  (ITU),  be¬ 
lieves  that,  unless  the  sport 
adapts.  i\  may  be  cast  out  of 
the  Games  as  quickly  as  it 
was  reeled  in. 

“We  are  on  the  programme 
provisionally,”  McDonald 
said.  He  opines  that,  to  safe¬ 
guard  its  Olympic  status, 
triathlon  must  work  on  its 
television  exposure,  market¬ 
ing  and  spectator  appeal  and. 
to  be  successful  in  those  areas, 
fundamental  changes  are  nec¬ 
essary.  "The  argument  I  have 
heard  is  that,  other  than 
athletics  and  swimming,  all 
sports  are  now’  provisional 
and  you  have  to  prove  you  are 
part  of  the  mainstream.  You 
have  to  prove  you  are 
modem." 

Led  by  McDonald,  the 
sport’s  metamorphosis  has 
begun,  though  he  risks  un¬ 
popularity  among  the  mass 
amateur  ranks  and  some 
professionals  for  tampering. 
Ask  a  dub  triathlefe  for  an 
opinion  on  the  most  conten¬ 
tious  issue-in  -the  sport — that 
of  drafting,  cycling  in  a  rival’s 
slipstream  —  arid  he  or  she 
will  probably  reject  it  Mc¬ 
Donald.  rhough.  was  in  the 
vanguard  of  its  introduction 
Into  the  ITU  world  champ¬ 
ionships-  last  season.  Some 
professionals  boycotted  in 
protest  ■ 

Last  month,  the  ITU 


A  triathlete  leads  the  112-mile  cycling  leg  of  the  Ironman  race  in  Hawaii,  with  his  rivals  lining  up  their  challenges  in  his  wake.  Photograph:  Mike  Powell /Allsport 


legalised  drafting  for  all  its 
events.  No  longer  must  com¬ 
petitors  keep  a  specified  dis¬ 
tance  apart  on  the  cycling 
stage.  The  decision  makes  it 
practically  certain  that  draft¬ 
ing  will  be  allowed  in  the 
Olympics.  “The  mi  resolu¬ 
tion  ensures  that  the  Olym¬ 
pics  will  be  a  draft-legal  race." 
McDonald  said.  “If  we  had 
lost  the  vote,  there  would  have 
been  no  World  Cup  because 
television  would  have  lost 
interest-  Non-drafting  races 
are  boring." 

As  if  to  mark  McDonald's 


Smith:  protested 
against  change 


point,  the  ITU  negotiated  a 
marketing  and  television 
agreement  with  Pacific  Sports 
and  Entertainment  (PSE)  last 
week  that,  according  to  PSE. 
will  take  triathlon  “to  a  differ¬ 
ent  plateau".  PSE’s  main 
shareholder  is  The  News  Cor¬ 
poration,  parent  company  of 
The  Times,  and  the  deal 
embraces  development  of  the 
world  championships .  and 
World  Cup  series  over  the 
next  five  years. 

“This  event  is  going  to  be 
changed  to  be  more  commer¬ 
cial  and  it  will  be  a  lot  more 
lucrative  for  the  athletes." 
Paul  Morgan,  of  PSE.  an 
Australian  company  that 
owns  Brisbane  Broncos  rugby 
league  club.  said.  The  World 
Cup  is  rivalled  by  the  profes¬ 
sional  tour,  but  Morgan  sug¬ 
gested  that,  “over  a  period  of 
time",  it  would  attract  all  the 
leading  competitors  with  su¬ 
perior  prize-money! 

In  the  past,  the  ITU  has 
used  sponsorship  money  in 
pay  for  television  coverage, 
but  Morgan  believes  that  will 
change.  “Considering  that  our 
major  shareholder  is  News 
Corporation.  I  expect  Star 
television.  Sky  TV  and  Foxtel 
will  be  very  interested."  Mor¬ 
gan  said. 

Among  McDonald's  priori¬ 


ties  now  is  “clover  leaf**  rac¬ 
ing.  whereby  each  discipline 
is  held  over  a  multi-lap  circuit 
in  a  compressed  area.  “This 
ties  in  with  the  idea  of  a 
television  spectacular  which 
is  spectator  friendly,"  he  said. 
“Y  ou  cannot  watch  triathlon  if 
the  competitors  disappear 
from  view-  for  long  periods." 

There  is  a  feeling  among 
club  triathletes  that  their 
sport  should  not  be  changed 
for  the  sake  of  greater  recogni¬ 
tion  through  television  and 
the  Olympics.  They  endorse 
the  opinion  of  Spencer  Smith. 


Britain’s  former  world  cham¬ 
pion.  who  said:  “I  came  into 
triathlon  when  it  was  an 
individual  sport  —  swim,  bike 
and  run  as  fast  as  you  can. 
Now’  if  is  not  that  way.  All  it  is. 
in  effect,  is  a  run  race." 

It  is  interference  with  pure 
endurance  sport  and  tradi¬ 
tion,  the  argument  goes. 
Drafting  favours  those  strong 
on  the  run,  the  final  disci¬ 
pline.  because  it  allows  weak¬ 
er  cyclists  to  slipstream  on  the 
second  phase.  As  Simon  Les¬ 
sing.  the  world  champion, 
from  Britain.  admitted. 


Competitors  struggle  to  find  enough  space  to 
swim  in  a  massed  start  to  the  1994  Ironman  event 


though  he  favours  drafting: 
“If  you  come  off  the  bike  with 
40  athletes,  which  is  quite 
likely,  you  might  just  get  some 
unknown,  who  has  been  sit¬ 
ting  in.  wan  because  he  is  a 
fast  runner." 

Drafting  invites  team  tac¬ 
tics.  which  may  add  to  the 
fascination  but.  according  to 
Barry  Voevodin,  a  columnist 
in  220,  the  triathlon  maga¬ 
zine.  makes  it  vulnerable  to 
“all  sorts  of  domestique 
agendas". 

According  to  Voevodin: 
“Their  job  would  be  to  stick 
with  their  team  buddy  in  the 
swim  and  bring  them  up  to.  or 
keep  them  ahead  of.  the 
bunch.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  cycle,  the  fresh-legged 
drafter  runs  off  to  victory 
while  rhe  domestique  walks 
or  jogs  the  run  course  as  a 
warm  down.  To  suggest  this 
would  not  happen  is  naive." 

McDonald  argues  that 
judging  what  is  a  legal  or 
illegal  drafting  distance  can 
be  difficult  and,  seeing  how 
sport  is  increasingly  appear¬ 
ing  before  the  courts,  such 
doubtful  areas  that  separate 
winners  from  losers  should  be 
avoided.  The  penalty  for 
drafting  in  races  that  do  not 
allow  it  is  a  “stop  and  go", 
putting  both  feet  on  the 


ground  before  restarting.  The 
image  of  the  punishment  wor¬ 
ries  McDonald,  more  a  Mr 
Bean  sketch  than  sport.  “Spec¬ 
tators  ask  what  he  is  doing. 
‘Oh,  he’s  getting  off  his  bike, 
he’s  putting  his  feet  down, 
he’s  getting  back  on.’  Come 
on.  give  me  a  break  . . ." 

McDonald  is  perceived  by 
some  in  triathlon  as  an  auto¬ 
crat.  He  won  his  age  group  at 
the  Hawaii  Ironman  triathlon 
five  times,  but  the  event  has 
come  to  be  his  enemy.  Hawaii 
operates  outside  die  ITU.  as 
does  the  professional  tour. 


Lessing:  will  not 
defend  his  title 


Last  month,  with  the  ironman 
a  target,  the  ITU  hardened  its 
line  against  events  portraying 
themselves  as  world  champi¬ 
onships.  Any  elite  athlete  who 
competes  in  a  “self-declared" 
world  event  next  year,  it  said, 
would  be  banned  from  ITU 
world  championships  and 
World  Cup  races  until  the  end 
of  1997.  According  to  McDon¬ 
ald.  the  IOC  has  demanded 
that  his  federation  demon¬ 
strates  its  authority.  He  added 
that,  if  the  problem  persists, 
athletes  could  be  banned  from 
the  Olympics. 

Lessing  laments  the  frag¬ 
mentation.  Smith  and  others 
boycotted  the  1995  ITU 
triathlon  world  champion¬ 
ships  in  Can  cun,  Mexico,  in 
protest  over  drafting  and  Les-  > 
sing  does  not  intend  to  defend 
in  1996  because  he  believes 
there  are  too  many  champion¬ 
ships.  This  issue,  and  the 
drafting  boycott,  are  symp¬ 
tomatic  of  a  sport  young  in 
years  but  ageing  politically. 

Not  that  Lessing  is  anti- 
ITU.  Though  he  com¬ 
peted  in  the  profess¬ 
ional  lour  rather  than  the 
World  Cup  this  year,  he  said: 
“For  me.  the  ideal  situation 
would  be  one  World  Cup 
series.  You  cannot  fight  the 
ITU.  We  need  the  ITU.  Our 
sport  is  so  young,  everybody 
should  be  trying  to  work 
together" 

The  ITU's  attempt  to  be 
responsible  was  evident  in 
Cancun.  Having  taken  the 
championships  to  Latin 
America  for  the  first  rime,  it 
pur  on  its  inaugural  junior 
development  camp  there. 
"When  we  get  to  the  Olympic 
Games,  we  have  to  be  able  to 
say  these  athletes  have  been 
developed  as  triathletes  and 
we  have  not  pinched  them 
from  swimming,  running  or 
biking."  Sarah  Springman. 
the  ITU  vice-president,  said.  It 
decided  to  no  longer  stage 
under-16  championships,  not 
wishing  to  expose  young  ath¬ 
letes  to  intense  competition  at 
hot  and  often  humid  venues. 

Given  that  drafting  in¬ 
creases  the  probability  of  the 
first  Olympic  champions 
binging  on  the  ten  kilometre 
run.  should  not  the  BTA  be 
tempting  Britain's  best  run¬ 
ners  to  try  triathlon?  Now  that 
Africans  dominate,  no  British 
man  is  going  to  win  a  medal 
in  Sydney’  at  10.000  metres. 

Andrew  Pearson,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  cross  country  bronze 
medal-winner,  swims  and  cy¬ 
cles  with  club  riders  as  pan  of 
his  athletics  irairung  and 
races  ten  kilometres  two  min¬ 
utes  faster  than  Lessing  and 
Smith.  Pearson  might  consid¬ 
er  that  his  Olympic  chances 
would  be  be  greater  in  “the 
sport  of  the  new  millennium". 


Depth 
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Conditions  Runs  to 
Piste  Off/p  resort 


Weather 
(Spml  Last 
°C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Soldeu  20  60  tar  crusty  icy  cloud  -5  26/12 

(Mixed  conditions  after  hard  re-freeze) 

AUSTRIA 

KiCbuhel  20  75  powder  powder  fair  snow  -3  27/12 

(Colder  temperatures  and  continuous  snowfalls) 

Mayrholen  5  40  good  powder  dosed  log  -i  27/12 

(?5cm  of  new  snow  on  varied  base:  poor  vistbifily) 

Schtadmmg  40  50  good  powder  good  cloud  -1  26/12 

(Great  skitrrg  with  powdery  snow  on  aH  pistes) 

Soil  20  65  good  powder  dosed  snow  -6  27/12 

iGreal  sWrng  on  and  off  piste:  resort  runs  open  soon) 

St  Anton  10  190  good  powder  good  fair  -8  27/12 

(Superb  powder  sfcwig  everywhere:  runs  a  little  crowded) 


AJped'Huez  30  120  good  varied  icy  sun  -10  26/12 

(High  runs  good,  lower  very  icy  —  sharp  edges  needed) 

Avoriaz  40  '  SO  good  varied  good  sun  -12  27/2 

(More  runs  now  open  alter  new  snew.  very  long  Queues) 

Megfcve  5  -  15  lair  none  dosed  sun  -3  27/12 

/SWirig  sell  fanned  but  now  colder  snow  torecasr) 

Tignes  75  130  good  powder  good  sun  -11  27/12 

(Superb  s fang  on  perfect  snow:  high  avalanche  risk) 

Vat  d'lsere  65  130  good  powder  good  sun  -6  27/12 

(Pistes  exceffenf  with  fresh  snow:  more  runs  now  open) 

Val  Thorens  50  -  90  good  varied  good  fine  -7  27/12 

{Great  skiing  with  new  snow:  3  van bos  Bnks  now  open) 


Cervinia  30  200  good  powder  good  fine  -4  26/12 

(AH  pistes  In  superb  condition .  20/25  Ziffs  open; 

SWITZERLAND 

C  Montana  0  75  good  varied  closed  fine  -6  27/12 

(Upper  slopes  good,  tower  hard  where  skiabte) 

Munen  25  110  good  powder  good  fine  -6  27/12 

(Excellent  skmg  wrth  new  snow  at  aH  altitudes) 

Verbier  50  120  good  powder  worn  trie  -2  27/12 

(Groat  powder  siding  but  avalanche  danger  persisting] 


Source:  Ski  Club  of  Greal  Britain.  L  -  tourer  stapes,  U  -  upper;  art  -  artificial. 


Till!  tell  VIES 

SNOWLINE 

0891  333  568 


Or  for  a  faxed  report,  dial: 

0891  662  258 

from  a  telephone  linked  to  a  fax  machine 

IWEATHERLINE0891  333  462 

Comprehensive  outlook  in  the  skiing  areas  for  the  week  ahead 
. . .  ■  ■  ‘  Wamiation  on  an 

w  t  Scottish  ski  resort* 
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Cardiff  to  make 
official  complaint 

By  Norman  de  Mjesquita 


CARDIFF  Devils,  the  leaders 
of  ice  hockey's  British  League 
premier  division,  are  to  lodge 
an  official  complaint  about  the 
performance  of  the  referee, 
Graham  Homer,  in  their  Box¬ 
ing  Day  win  over  Nottingham 
Panthers. 

David  Temme.  the  team 
owner,  said:  “Perhaps  if  we 
h3d  lost,  we  would  have 
thought  mice  about  complain¬ 
ing.  because  it  would  probably 
have  been  seen  as  sour  grapes. 
But  we  won  and.  after  watch¬ 
ing  a  video  of  the  game,  we 
have  to  complain.” 

The  Devils  had  two  goals 
disallowed  but  Nico  Toemen, 
the  British  Ice  Hockey  Associ¬ 
ation’s  chief  referee,  said  both 
derisions  were  correct.  “Gra¬ 
ham  Homer  is  one  of  the  best 
referees  in  Europe."  Toemen 
said,  “but  he  is  not  good 
enough  for  the  prima  donna 
imports  in  Cardiff  who  want 
us  to  referee  the  way  they  want 
to  play  hockey." 

Cardiff's  win  enabled  them 
to  stay  four  points  ahead  of 
Sheffield  Steelers.  although 
the  Steelers  have  three  games 
in  hand.  Playing  the  second  of 
three  games  in  four  days, 
Sheffield  did  no  more  than 
they  had  to  and  just  bear 
Basingstoke  Bison  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  game. 

They  held  on  4-3  thanks  to 
an  outstanding  performance 
by  their  goal  fender.  Wayne 
Cowley.  Tony  Hand,  who  has 
gained  a  new  lease  of  life  since 
his  move  from  Edinburgh, 
was  involved  in  three  of  the 
four  Sheffield  goals  and  was  a 
constant  threat  to  the  Bison. 

Blackburn  Hawks  and 
Manchester  Storm  are  domi¬ 
nating  the  first  division  in 
much  the  same  way  as  Cardiff 
and  Sheffield  are  controlling 
the  premier  division.  The 
Storm  are  two  points  behind 
the  Hawks  with  two  games  in 
hand.  Dumfries  Boeder  Vi¬ 
kings  and  Telford  Tigers  are 
not  far  behind,  bur  tile  top  two 
should  continue  to  lead  the 
way. 

So  far,  this  season  has  been 


one  of  increasing  dominance 
by  foreign-bom  players.  It  has 
become  far  too  easy  to  qualify 
as  “British"  and  teams  have 
become  top  heavy  with  Cana¬ 
dians.  whose  tenuous  links 
with  the  United  Kingdom 
allow  them  lo  Dy  under  a  flag 
of  convenience. 

This  certainly  applies  to  the 
national  team  whose  coach. 
Perer  Woods,  seems  obsessed 
by  Canadian-born  players, 
many  of  whom  are  past  their 
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best  to  the  exclusion  of  Brit¬ 
ish-trained  talent  Such  a 
shortsighted  policy  has  caused 
several  promising  British 
players  to  leave  the  sport 
because  of  lack  of  opportunity. 

Gary  Douville.  when  coach 
of  Telford  Tigers,  summed  it 
up  best  when  he  said:  "Just 
because  someone  is  Canadian 
does  not  mean  he  is  necessar¬ 
ily  a  good  player." 

But  with  the  European  rul¬ 
ing  that  has  forced  the  football 
authorities  to  rethink  their 
rules  on  foreign  players,  inex¬ 
perienced  coaches  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  prefer  importing  ready¬ 
made  players  rather  than 
nuiuring  native  talent  Oppor¬ 
tunities  for  players  like  Tony 
Hands  in  the  future  will 
become  increasingly  rare. 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 
This  hand  was  played  in  a  recent  charity  tournament 


Dealer  West  North  -  Sooth  game  Match-pointed  pairs 
*K6 
9Q6 
♦  AOJ 
+AKJ753 

*  J732 
V  10  5 

♦  954 
4Q1086 


W _ N _ E _ S _ 

Pass  2  NT  Pass  6  H 

All  pass 

Contract:  Six  Hearts  by  South.  Lead:  Ace  of  Spades 


♦  A  109  5  4 
*932 

♦  K763 
* 9 


n rn 

W,  ■  E 

♦  08 

♦AKJB7 
♦  10  62 
#42 


Shireen  Sepahbodi  was 
West  There  are  several 
Shireens  on  the  London 
bridge  scene;  this  particular 
one  is  called  Shireen  the 
Cashmere,  after  her  main 
source  of  income  (the  other 
source  is  working  the  £10 
game  at  TCP's). 

The  setter  of  the  hands 
recommended  a  diamond  lead 
against  Six  Hearts,  on  the 
basis  that  West  might  be  able 
to  set  up  a  trick  there  and  then 
get  in  with  the  ace  of  spades  to 
cash  if.  None  of  that  wimpish 
stuff  for  Shireen.  You  don't 
spend  all  day  selling  pullovers 
at  £500  a  go  to  make  quiet 
leads  in  the  evening.  She  led 
the  ace  of  spades  and  practi¬ 
cally  before  the  other  hands 
finished  playing  to  the  trick, 
now  played  a  diamond. 

Look  at  it  from  the  declar¬ 


er’s  point  of  view.  If  the  dubs 
are  no  worse  than  3-2,  he  can 
win  the  ace  of  diamonds,  draw 
trumps  and  ruff  out  the  clubs. 
He  will  make  a  spade  trick,  six 
heart  tricks,  one  diamond  and 
four  dub  tricks.  So  he  rose 
with  the  ace  of  diamonds, 
drew  trumps  and  set  about  the 
dubs.  When  they  broke  4-1  he 
went  down. 

Notice  the  good  play  of 
switching  to  a  diamond  at 
trick  two  —  it  forces  the 
declarer  to  make  a  decision  in 
that  suit  before  he  knows  what 
is  happening  in  the  dubs.  As 
for  a  diamond  opening  lead, 
what  can  dedarer  do?  He  has 
to  finesse. 

O  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Philip  Howard 


BECLfTBA 

a.  A  Brazilian  dance 

b.  A  tree 

c.  Mexican  nepotism 

ECTROMELIA 

a.  Limblessness 

b.  A  honey-comb 

c.  Exhibitionism 


CANA 

a.  A  spirit 

b.  Coarse  cotton 

c.  Unleavened  bread 

CHOWCHILLA 

a.  Dog  fur 

b.  Chille  con  pesco 

c.  A  bird 

Answers  on  page  37 


Keene  on  chess 
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By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Stars  of  the  year 

With  Hastings  starting  today,  the 
last  tournament  of  the  old  year  and 
the  first  of  the  new,  here  are  my 
personal  awards  for  the  outstand¬ 
ing  achievements  of  1995. 

International  personality  of  the 
yean  Kirsan  ilumzinov.  the  new 
president  of  Fide,  the  world  chess 
federation. 

ilumnnov.  who  has  made  a 
fortune  from  caviar,  as  well  as 
being  President  of  the  Russian 
Republic  of  Kalmykia,  ousted 
Florencio  Campomanes  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Fide  at  toe  Paris  meeting  in 
November.  Humzinov  has  got  off 
to  a  good  start,  reopening  bridges 
with  Bobby  Fischer  by  meeting 
with  him  in  Belgrade  and  finding 
sponsorship  for  the  Karpov  v 
Kanisky,  Fide  championship.  This 
is  now  set  for  Montreal  next 
summer  with  a  prize  fund  of  $13 
million. 

Opening  of  the  year:  The  Dragon 
Sicilian. 

Although  shunned  by  the  elite 
and  not  seen  at  world  champ¬ 
ionship  level  since  1958  this  risky 
variation  was  revived  by  Kasparov 
as  a  shock  weapon  against  Anand 
in  Iheir  New  York  world  champ¬ 
ionship  match.  Kasparov  scored 
three  out  of  four  with  it  and  it  was 
instrumental  in  breaking  Anand "s 
resistance. 

UK  personality  of  the  yean  Chris 
Dunwonh. 

Dun  worth  has  been  die  moving 
force  behind  a  colossal  upsurge  in 
the  number  of  international  level 
tournaments  in  the  UK.  including 
the  Cafe  Baroque  series  and  the 
Four  Nations  League.  Wherever 
one  looks,  Dunwonh  is  either 
teaching  chess,  organising  new 
events  or  stimulating  chess 
activity. 


Karpov  leads 

Anatoly  Karpov,  Lhe  Fide  cham¬ 
pion,  has  also  had  a  fine  year.  He 
now  leads  in  Groningen  after  van 
Wely.  the  early  front-runner,  suf¬ 
fered  this  accident  in  round  seven. 
White:  Joe)  Lautier 
Blade  Loek  van  Wely 
Groningen,  December  1995 


English  Opening 


1 

c4 

Nfc 

2 

Nc3 

oS 

3 

e4 

d$ 

4 

1^X15 

5 

85 

Ntd? 

6 

d4 

NC6 

7 

Nge2 

Nb6 

8 

Ng3 

g6 

9 

h4 

05 

10 

Be2 

Bd7 

11 

Bg5 

16 

12 

Bd3 

KI7 

13 

Be3 

txe5 

14 

OI3  + 

Kg7 

15 

Nxd5 

N*J5 

16 

Qxd5 

BeS 

17 

Qs4 

esaM 

18 

Bd2 

Bf7 

19 

0-0 

Kg8 

20 

14 

Bg- 

21 

15 

Ne5 

22 

814 

Bd5 

23 

Qe2 

N*d3 

24 

Q«J3 

6c6 

25 

Od5 

26 

Rf2 

Bb5 

27 

Qd2 

BeS 

29 

R13 

Bng3 

29 

R*g3 

CMS 

30 

QxcM 

Rh7 

31 

Rel 

Bc6 

32 

Bd2 

FH7 

33 

Re5 

CH1  + 

34 

Kh2 

Kh7 

35 

Qe3 

Rg7 

36 

fixe? 

Oft, 

37 

Qh6+ 

Kg8 

36 

fag7+ 

Black  resigns 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
die  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 


White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Chandler  - 
Larsen.  Hastings  Premier 
1990.  Here  White  found  a 
clever  forcing  sequence  which 
ultimately  exploited  the  dan¬ 
gerous  position  of  the  black 
queen.  Whal  did  he  play? 

Solution  on  page  37 
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Scottish  fixture  fist  takes  on  blank  look 


the  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  28  1995 

St  Helens  told 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


FOOTBALL  in  Scotland  is  facing  a 
near-blank  weekend  with  the  Arctic 
weather  conditions  unlikely  to  loosen 
their  grip  on.  the  country  before  then. 
Only  two  Scottish  League  grounds  — 
fbrox  and  Tanriadice,  both  of  which 
have  undersoil  hearing  —  were  able 
to  stage  matches  on  Boxing  Day  and 
the  prospects  for.  Saturday  look  no 
better. 

Rangers  are  due  to  '  entertain 
Hibernian  in  the  only  Bell's  Scottish 
League  premier  division  match  with, 
a  realistic. chance  of  going  ahead, 
while  Dundee  United  are  scheduled 
to  meet  Airdrie  in  the  first  division  at 
Tannadice. 

At  Tynecastle,  where  Hearts  were 
hoping  to  entertain  Celtic,  the  chair¬ 
man.  Chris  Robinson,  said:  "The 
pitch  is  covered  but  is  hard,  and 
there's  no  real  chance  of  the  game 


being  on.  We  will  confirm  on  Friday 
whether' it  can  go  ahead  or  not-"  A 
postponement  would  be  bad  news 
financially  for  Hearts,  whose  Boxing 
Day  match  against  Motherwell  also 
fell  victim  to  the  weather. 

:  It  will  mean  die  Edinburgh  dub 
going  nearly  six  weeks  without  any 
gate  receipts,  with  their  last  home 
game  staged  on  December  2  and  the 
next  Tynecastle  march  likely  to  be  the 
rescheduled  Motherwell  fixture  on 
January  10. 

-  Robinson,  whose  dub  is  reported 
.to  be  struggling  finandally,  added: 
“The  lack  of  funds  will  be  a  big  strain 
and  we  stand  to  lose  up  to  £30,000  if 
Saturday's  game  is  postponed.  But 
we  have  to  manage  our  finances  and 
get  on  with  it." 

While  recognising  that  undersoil 
heating  would  help.  Robinson  said 
that. there  were  no  immediate  plans 
to  install  a  heating  system.  “Under¬ 


soil  heating  is  a  must  but  at  present 
we  have  too  many  priorities  at 
Hearts,"  he  said,  "ft  will  be  two  or 
three  years  before  we  can  look  at  that 

“The  stadium  and  team  are  upper¬ 
most  in  our  minds  and  undersoil 
heating  is  the  last  of  our  priorities.  In 
real  terms,  undersoil  healing  can 
take  a  long  rime  to  pay  for  itself.  At 
the  same  time,  we  understand  how 
disappointing  it  must  be  for  our 
supporters.*’ 

Some  top-flight  dubs  believe  un¬ 
dersoil  healing  should  be  a  require¬ 
ment  for  premier  division  status  but 
Robinson  said:  "I  feel  that  if  it  is  to  be 
mandatory,  there  should  be  a  time 
scale  similar  to  the  Taylor  Report, 
with  clubs  being  given  around  five 
years  do  complete  the  work." 

If  the  match  is  postponed,  it  will 
give  Celtic  selection  problems  for  the 
Old  Firm  game  against  Rangers  on 
January  3.  John  Hughes,  the  defend¬ 


er.  and  the  midfield  player.  Peter 
Grant,  will  miss  die  Celtic  Park 
meeting  as  they  still  have  one  more 
game  of  three-match  suspensions  to 
complete. 

Hatnish  Walker,  a  Scottish  Foot¬ 
ball  League  spokesman,  said  there 
were  no  immediate  fears  that  the  cold 
snap  would  produce  a  fixture  back¬ 
log.  Walker  said-  “There  will  be  no 
panic  here  as  we  will  be  able  to  cope 
with  what  the  weather  gives  us. 

“We  have  already  rescheduled 
games  for  January  9, 10.  16  and  17. 
and  while  postponements  obviously 
cause  headaches,  there  are  not  too 
many  midweek  matches  scheduled 
over  the  next  few  months.” 

Walker  added  that  growing  calls 
for  mandatory  undersoil  heating  at 
premier  division  clubs  were  unlikely 
to  result  in  a  change  in  League  rules. 

“We  would  have  to  go  a  long  way 
down  the  line  before  that  became  a 


reality,  although  we  have  had*a  long 
and  involved  series  of  discussions 
with  a  stadia  criteria  working  group 
and  we  are  awaiting  their  recommen¬ 
dations  on  facilities  lor  grounds  in 
Scotland.”  he  said. 

“We  are  looking  to  improve  every 
aspect  of  facilities  for  supporters  and, 
while  the  report  could  recommend 
undersoil  heating,  I  don't  blink  it 
would  be  imposed  on  dubs  currently 
outside  the  premier  division  as  many 
couldn't  afford  it  and  might  win 
promotion  only  to  go  straight  back 
down.  It  would  be  difficult  to  deny 
any  dub  promotion  to  the  premier 
division  because  they  have  no  under¬ 
soil  heating.” 

Fergus  McCann,  the  Celtic  chief 
executive,  said:  “My  preferred  option 
would  be  a  winter  shutdown  similar 
to  the  one  in  Germany,  where  the 
league  stops  between  December  15 
and  February  10." 


Jones  fails 
to  see  the 
error  of 
his  ways 


By  Russell  Kempson  • 


tapt 

dec 


career  that  is  fast  degenerat¬ 
ing  into  total  ridicule  —  if  it 
has  not  plumbed,  sufch  depths 
already  —  Vmnie  Jonps.  the 
Wimbledon  midfield  player,  is 
to  review  a  tape  of  his  sending; 
off  during  the  2-1  victory  over 
Chelsea  at  Stamford  Bridge  on 
Tuesday.  That  it  happened  on 
Boxing  Day  was,  for  once, 
inappropriate.  Jones’s  elev¬ 
enth  dismissal  in  ten  years 
was  for  committing  two  of¬ 
fences  that  were  1  deemed 
caurionable  .by  Dermot 
Gallagher,  the  referee. 

When  the  red  card  was  held 
aloft  in  the  53rd  minute,  it  was 
for  Jones’s  tackle  from  behind 
—  at  best,  ill-judged;  at  worst, 
reckless  —  on  Ruud  Gullit,  the 
Chelsea  sweeper.  It  was  prob¬ 
ably  one  of  the  easier  decisions 
that  Gallagher  has  .had  to 
make  in  his  years  of  refereeing 
and  yet  Jones,  as  usual,  pro¬ 
tested  his  innocence. 

He  claimai  he  had  gone  for 
the  ball,  got- it  and  that  Gullit 
had  been  rather  too. theatrical 
as  he  tumbled  to  the  ground! 
The  fact  that  the  Incredible 
Hulk.  let  alone  the  elegant 
Dutchman,  would  have  strug¬ 
gled  to  stay  upright  in  the  face 
of  such  a  fierce  challenge 
appeared  to  have  escaped 
Jones.  - 

Ir  is  the  third  rime  he  has 
been  sent  off  this  season, 
although  his  premature  exit  in 
the  1-0  win  against’  Liverpool 
in  September  was  later  an¬ 
nulled.  on  appeal,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  a  booking.  He  was 
also  dismissed,  for  ’  two 
bookable  offences,  in  the  '4-1 
defeat  at  Nottingham  Forest 
last  month  and  is  still  serving 
the  five-match  international 
suspension  that  was  imposed 
for  his  sending-off  when  play¬ 
ing  for  Wales  against  Georgia 
in  June. 

Quite  where  Jories,  31  next 
month,  goes  now  is  a  vexing . 
question.  He  is  on  the  transfer 
list,  at  his  own  request  mid  is 
becoming  a  liability  as  Wim¬ 
bledon  attempt  to  steer  dear  of 
relegation  from  the  FA  Car¬ 
ling  Premiership.  Birming¬ 
ham  City  and  West  Bromwich 
Albion  have  been  mooted  as 
possibilities  for  his  next  move, 
but  his  errant  behaviour  is 
limiting  the  options  by  the 
day.  Apparently,  the  offer 
from  non-League  Wealdstone. 
with  whom  he  started  his 
tempestuous  career,  is  still 
open. 


Batty  unleashes  the  shot  that  brought  him  his  first  goal  for  nearly  threeyears  and  helped  Blackburn  Rovers  to  beat  Manchester  City 

Ball  turns  to  Benfica  in  bid  for  survival 


MANCHESTER  City  have 
turned  to  the  Continent  again 
to  tty  to  reinvigorate  their 
attempt  at  survival  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership.  Beaten 
2-0. by  Blackburn  Rovers  at 
Ewood  Park  on  Tuesday 
night,  they  agreed  yesterday 
to  a  two-month  loan  trial  for 
Eduardo  Abazaj,  the  Benfica 
central  defender. 

City  now  have  five  “foreign¬ 
ers”  on  their  books,  and 
against  Blackburn  became 
the  first  Premiership  side  to 
start  a  match  with  four  over¬ 
seas  players  since  the  rule 
change  which  means  that 
European  nationals  are  no 
longer  classed  as  foreign 
players. 

Abazaj,  an  Albania  interna¬ 
tional  with  a  Portuguese  pass- 
.  port,  joins  the  German  pair  of 
ELke  frame!  and  Uwe  Rosier. 
Georgiou  Kinkladze,  the 


Georgian,  and  Ronnie  Eke- 
lund,  the  Denmark  forward, 
in  Alan  Ball's  squad. 

The  Manchester  City  man¬ 
ager,  meanwhile,  had  to  re¬ 
flect  on  an  unexpected 
Blackburn  double-act  that  left 
his  side  in  the  Premiership 
relegation  zone.  City  might 
have  expected  to  be  on  file 
wrong  end  of  another  strike 
by  Alan  Shearer,  but  when 
David  Batty  scored  from  25 
yards,  his  first  goal  since 
getting  one  for  Leeds  United 
against  Middlesbrough  in 
January  1993.  Ball  knew  that 
it  was  not  going  to  be  his 
evening. 

“Shearer’s  was  a  fabulous 
goal,  but  you  can’t  expect 
Batty  to  hit  one  like  that,”  Ball 
said.  “Everybody  worked 
hard.  The  way  we  kept  posses¬ 
sion  and  our  passing  were 
smashing.  We  just  didn't  take 


our  chances,  though,  and  I 
feel  very  sorry  for  a  kit  of  my 
lads  because  they  deserved 
more  than  they  got.” 

Had  Niall  Quinn  hit  the 
target  rather  than  the  post 
from  six  yards  soon  after 
Shearer's  24th  goal  of  the 
season.  City  might  have  pre¬ 
vented  Rovers  from  complet¬ 
ing  their  seventh  successive 
home  league  win.  But  with 
chances  going  begging,  their 
belief  began  to  drain,  and  City 
eventually  had  to  be  grateful 
to  Immei,  their  goalkeeper, 
and  the  woodwork,  which 
denied  Batty  and  Stuart  Rip¬ 
ley,  for  restricting  Black¬ 
burn’s  winning  margin. 

For  Batty,  two  of  whose 
four  previous  career  goals 
had  also  been  scored  against 
City,  It  was  the  completion  of 
a  rare  “hai-trick”.  “Well  let 
him  keep  the  ball  for  that  one 


goal”  Ray  Harford,  the 
Blackburn  manager,  said. 
Batty  saw  the  funny  side  of 
things  himself.  “I  always  en¬ 
joy  playing  City,”  he  said.  “I 
suppose  the  goal  was  long 
overdue  really,  but  it  was  a 
great  ball  from  Alan  that  set  it 
up.  The  crowd  all  knew  I’d 
waited  a  long  time,  and  so  did 
the  ocher  players,  but  to  be 
honest  it’s  not  a  part  of  my 
game  that  realty  bothers  me.” 

It  bothered  City,  though,  as 
Bali's  resigned  air  intimated. 
Suddenly,  the  bright  form 
that  made  him  manager  of  the 
month  in  November  must 
seem  a  distant  memory. 

Bail  said  “We  had  chances 
but  didn’t  hit  the  hack  of  the 
net  and  we  haven't  ail  season. 
We  are  missing  them  in  the 
six-yard  box,  snatching  at 
them,  hitting  the  post,  and  not 
scoring.” 


Blackburn's  performance, 
though,  served  once  again  to 
make  a  mockery  of  their  form 
away  from  Ewood  Park, 
where  they  have  dropped  five 
points  from  ten  games.  They 
have  picked  up  only  three  on 
their  travels,  although  Har¬ 
ford  was  quick  to  point  out 
that  their  only  defeat  in  seven 
games  was  the  5-0  mauling 
away  to  Coventry  City  on  an 
ice-bound  pitch  at  Highfield 
Road  on  December  9. 

On  Saturday,  when  Totten¬ 
ham  Hotspur  visit  Ewood 
Park,  three  records  are  on  the 
line,  and  at  least  one  of  them 
must  go.  Shearer  has  scored 
in  ail  ten  of  Blackburn’s  home 
matches,  and  their  victory 
over  City  was  their  seventh  in 
succession  in  the  league, 
while  Tottenham  boast  the 
Premiership's  only  unbeaten 
away  record. 


to  prove  case 
or  pay  the  price 


ST  HELENS  will  have  to 
present  sick  notes  for  all  but 
one  of  their  regular  first  ream, 
who  missed  the  debacle  at 
Wigan  on  Tuesday,  at  a  Rugby 
Football  League  {RFU  inquiry 
into  why  such  a  weakened  side 
was  fielded  in  the  58-4  defeat. 

Even  though  the  club  claims 
to  have  medical  certificates  to 
explain  a  dozen  absentees,  the 
spirit  of  St  Helens’  actions  in 
making  a  nwckery  of  the  final 
Boxing  Day  meeting  with 
Wigan  will  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  a  RFL  panel 
next  week.  If  a  case  to  answer 
is  found,  the  RFL  board  of 
directors  could  well  mete  out  a 
more  severe  punishment  than 
the  record  fines  of  £8,000  and 
£12.000,  with  half  suspended, 
given  to  Leeds  for  similar 
offences  last  year. 

Paul  Harrison,  the  RFL 
spokesman,  said:  “We  have  a 
responsibiity  to  the  near 
20,000  crowd  who  spent  hard- 
earned  money  going  to  a 
match  where  they  expected  to 
see  a  match  between  two  top 
teams  involving  some  of  the 
biggest  names  m  the  sport” 

Signs  of  miraculous  recov¬ 
eries  for  St  Helens’  home 
Regal  Trophy  semi-final  on 
Saturday  against  Warrington, 
will  be  watched  for.  Paul 
Newlove  and  Anthony  Sulli¬ 
van  who,  between  them,  have 
scored  56  tries  tins-season,  are 
said  to  have  little  chance  of 
playing.  Chris  Jqynt,  a  fellow 
international  player,  is  also 
doubtful  at  this  stage. 

With  Alan  Hunte  and  Tom¬ 
my  Martyn  among  long-term 
injury  victims,  the  casualty  list 
at  Knowsley  Read  numbers 
13.  David  Howes,  the  dub's 
chief  executive,  said-  “We  have 
medical  certificates  for  every 
one.  In  fact,  our  problems 
have  became  worse  because 


By  Christopher  Irvine 

Chris  Morley,  our  second-row 
forward,  broke  a  thumb  at 
Wigan  and  is  out  for  the  rest  of 
the  season.”  x  ,  .  . 

Howes  added  that  the  club 
was  prepared  to  justify  its 
actions  and  would  defend 
itself  vigorousty.  Thar  .snu 
does  not  explain  a  shameful 
disregard  for  the  sport's  ethics 
but  where  Howes  does  havea 
point  is  that  a  shortened 
season  has  presented  many 
exceptional  circumstances. 

The  match  at  Wigan  was  the 
start  of  a  four-match  run  in  11 
days  for  St  Helens  in  what  has 
become  a  devalued  and  large¬ 
ly  meaningless  centenary 
championship  campaign.  For 
all  clubs,  the  end  next  month 
cannot  come  soon  enough,  so 
preparations  for  the  start  of 
the  Super  League,  in  March, 
can  begin  in  earnest 

In  the  case  of  Warrington, 
should  They  make  the  Regal 
TYophy  final  at  Huddersfield 
on  January  13,  the  club  would 
have  to  cram  three  matches 
from  a  fixture  backlog  into  the 
final  week  of  the  season;  a 
quite  ludicrous  scenario. 

St  Helens  are  looking  to 
repair  some  of  the  public 
relations  damage  by  allowing 
children  under  16  into  the 
ground  for  £1  for  the  semi¬ 
final  on  Saturday.  “We  are 
conscious  that  there  are  many 
games  over  the  Christmas 
period  and  people  have  limit¬ 
ed  budgets,”  Howes  said.  It  is 
a  pity  the  same  attitude  was 
not  adopted  on  Boxing  Day. 

□  Leeds  may  increase  an 
£80,000  offer  for  Glen 
Tomlinson,  Batley's  highly- 
rated  Australian  scrum  half. 
They  have  continuing  prob¬ 
lems  at  half  back  after  a  tom 
■arm  muscle  and  another  po¬ 
tentially  lengthy  lay-off  for 
Tony  Kemp. 


League  sets  sights 
on  better  facilities 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


NEGLECTED.  .  crumbling 
stadiums  and  inadequate  fa¬ 
cilities  were  yesterday  identi¬ 
fied  as  the  biggest  problems 
faring  rugby  league  as  it  gears 
for  the  launch  in  March  of  the 
Super  League.  Marie  Newton, 
the  Rugby  Football  League's 
(RFL)  recently-appointed  di¬ 
rector  of  marketing,  said:  “It’s 
a  common  problem  for  all 
dub  chairmen  —  should  we 
buy  a  new  player  or  rebuild 
the  toilet  blocks?” 

Newton  is  a  newcomer  to 
the  sport’s  historic  and  myriad 
deficiencies,  after  eight  years 
marketing  Surrey  County 
Cricket  Club.  Malting  wide¬ 
spread  ground  improvements 
is  a  pre-requisite  for  the  funds 
distributed  to  the  33  profes¬ 
sional  dubs  under  the  £87 
million  Super  League  deal, 
but  the  scale  of  the  task  can 
only  mean  progress  is  gradu¬ 
al.  Newton  identified  football’s 
ground  improvements  in  the 
past  decade  as  an  indication  of 
the  way  forward  for  rugby 
league. 

"We  know  we  can  deliver  a 
fantastic  product  on  the  field, 
but  if  a  family  of  four  comes  to 
watch  a  game  and  the  two  kids 
cannot  see  from  the  terracing, 
or  Dad  cannot  park  his  car 
easily,  they  won’t  come 


again,”  he  warned  in  an 
interview  in  Rugby  League 
Express . 

A  disappointing  and  badly- 
attended  centenary  champion¬ 
ship  season  is  hardly  the  ideal 
platform  on  which  to  build. 
Rather  than  the  television  deal 
taking  Super  League  into  150 
million  homes  worldwide, 
Newton  is  hoping  to  increase 
attendances  by  a  corporate 
form  of  match-day  entertain¬ 
ment  in  more  inviting  grounds 
suitable  for  families. 

“Supporters  of  our  game 
have  tremendous  brand  loyal¬ 
ty  and  would  find  it  hard  to 
suddenly  drop  that  loyalty," 
Newton  said,  “but  the  switch 
{to  plaing  in  the  summer] 
gives  us  a  tremendous  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  tap  into  a  huge 
new  market.  Well  be  setting 
attendance  targets  for  each 
club.” 

Squad  numbers,  as  in 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership, 
are  under  consideration,  as 
are  standardised  admission 
prices.  “The  success  of  Paris 
and  London  is  also  vital  and 
I’ll  be  working  very  closely 
with  them.  They  already  have 
good  infrastructures  and  Baris 
are  making  rapid  progress.  I 
think  they’ll  surprise  a  few 
people.”  Newton  said. 
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CRICKET 


CASTLE  CUP  (second  day  ot  hM):  Paart; 
Boland  231  {KJactecn56:MWPnngie5- 
67};  Western  Pnwmce  150-2 IH  H  Gtobs  57 
not  cull  East  London:  Free  Stale  188  (C 
Oaven  47):  Beider  <P  Strpdom  58). 


FOOTBALL 


Tuoadfly's  Us  muR 

FA  CARLING  PRSKIBW  Bacttum  2 

ManCrtyO. 


GOLF 


SONY  WORLD  RANKINGS:  I.  G  Norman 
(Auai  21  93pts  av.  2.  N  Pice  Omi  16  34.3, 
B  Unger  (Gcrj  ?5S4.  J.  E  EJs  (SAi  14  66. 5. 
C  Mortrjomcne  (Scot)  14*.  6.  N  Faldo 
(Engl  >394:  7.  C  Pawn  (USi  1347.  ft  F 
Coupes  iUSi  11.02:  9.  M  Osh  (Japan) 
10.82:  10.  S  BHngron  (Aosf  IO  43.  1 1.  T 
Lehman  (US)  969:  12.  J  M  Otaabal  (Sp) 
920.  >3.  S  rarance  (Scon  B  32: 14.  L  Jan- 
zen  (US)  827. 15.  V  SJngti  tFipl  8  12: 16.  L 
fiO&erfs  (US)  60R  17.  DLowjiUS)  7  73;  10. 
P  Jacobsen  (US1  7  53.  19.  M  McCuntoer 
(US)  7  39.  31  B  Crensftaw  (US)  726. 21.  S 
rtochlUSi  7  1B.22  C Hocca  (S)  7  04. 23.  P 
Mfcfcefccn  rusi  6  77. 24.  D  Rost  (SAJ  6  /D; 
25.  J  Haas  (US)  6  47: 26.  S  Bolteaeros  (Sp) 
6.46:  27.  J  Gaflaqto  Jr  (US)  639;  2B.  M 
Campbell  INZ)  623:  29.  B Fa. on  (US)  621 . 
30.  FZocaer  (US1  6 13.  31.  P  Slewart  (US) 
6  09. 32.  J  Mjggfifl  (US)  5  96:  33,TWaBon 
(US1  595.  34.  M  Cafcaveccha  (US)  5.8$ 
35.  M  McNulty  (Zltni  5  81.  36.  B  Maytar 
(US)  S.77:  37.  F  Nobrio  <NZ)  S  63:  38.  I 
Woosnam  IWaies]  5  55.  39.  S  Simpson 
(US)  5.54  40.  J  Pamenk  (Swel  6  48;  41.  D 
Duval  “ 


(US)  546  42.  B  GLeson  (US)  5  30: 
43.  C  Party  (Aus)  52B.  44.  M  O'Meara  (US) 
5.11.  45. 4  Daly  (US)  4  96 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BUmWWOOO  BREWERY  LANCA¬ 
SHIRE  CUP;  Finat  Postponed:  Wocfcton  v 
Sstaiewonh 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Premier 
League  undar-19  trophy.  Norfolk  v 
Essex  (3i  Norwich.  1 D)  Premier 
Laagua  under-16  trophy:  inner  London 
v  Cambridgeshire  (at  Stham.  itOj; 
Kent  v  Sussex  (at  Cobonwn  2  0) 


OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL:  Budwefcet  League: 
Worthing  v  Newcastle  (8.0) 

DARTS:  WDC  dwmpiorehtp  (Circus 
Tavern,  Puffleerf. 

HOCKEY:  Under-15.  under-17  dL 
visional  tournament  (BrtWJfl 
JCE  HOCKEY:  British  League:  First 
division;  Swindon  v  Bracks  (6  0) 
SNOOKER:  Or  Martens  European 
League  /Diamond  Centre.  Irthteg- 
borough) 


RUGBY  UNION 


Club  match 


Leicester  51  Barbarians  25 
Leicester.  Titos:  Hackney  (2),  Underwood 
l2l.  Kardoom.  Richards.  Bach  Cons:  Hants 
(5)  Pens:  Hams  (3  BartsartanK  Tries 
Book.  Sbaeirii.  Procter.  Carts  King  Cl 
Pens:  King  O) 

SRU  UNDER- 21  NTtB-raSTroCT  CHAM- 
PtONSWP:  Postponed:  Glasgow  Oistrct  v 
Edinburgh  Dtgria 


SNOOKER 


IRTHUNGBtmOUGH;  Dr  Matens  Euro¬ 
pean  League:  P  Ebdon  (&ig1  bt  K  Doherty 
(to)  8-0  Frame  scores  (Ebdon  tear:  66-0, 
61-60.  74-5.  93-18.  70-5.  78-0.  71-64.  62- 
19. 


TENNIS 


CLEAR  VIEW:  LTA  Winter  Sertex  Finals: 
Men:  G  Bedford  |E*,sa4  U  0  Wad  (Kent) 
6-2.  6-3.  Women:  N  Crook  (Essax)  M  Z 
Metlre  (Essex)  6*2.  &1 


ICE  HOCKEY 


BRITISH  LEAGUE;  Premier  dMatorr 
Basingstoke  3  Sheffield  4.  Coiddl  6 
NotUngnam  5.  First  cftvteton:  Oumines  16 
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SPORTSSERVJCE 


CRICKET 


RcporaandKQKS 
from  the  (oenfc  Test 
at  Fan  Elizabeth 


Can  0891 881 461 


Calls  cost  Bp  per  min  cbeap  rare; 
49p  per  min  at  all  other  tunes 


Munaytota  2.  Soltiull  2  GUritdtord  21: 
Tdfartf  10  Medway  3 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL)-  Dgrrotl  3  Si 
LDU.1 2.  NY  Wanders  J  Boston  3  fOT):  NY 
Rargcre  6  Ottawa  4,  Pifrtborgh  6  BufljJo  3, 
Wasrnntjron  4  Montreal  o;  Cfnago  5  Dallas 
3.  Colorado  5  Son  Jose  I;  Calgary  4 
Vancnuwr  2 


Eastern  Conference 
Atlanbc  dMston 

W  L  T  Pa  F 


Florida  . . 

NY  Rangers  ..  , 
ftitodotohKV. .  . 
Washington. . . 
Tampa Bev . .. 
Ncwjaraey.. 
NY  Wanders 


25  8 
23  10 
21  10 
18  15 
14  15 
14  17 
.  8  21 


Narthessr  dtvteion 


Pittsburgh. 
Montreal  ..  . 

..  22  9 
18  15 

3 

2 

47 

38 

Buffalo...  - 

16  16 

3 

35 

Bosun  .  . 

14  14 

5 

33 

Horttotd  . 

...  11  18 

5 

27 

Ottawa..  .. 

..  7  26 

1 

15 

Western  Conference 

Central  divteJon 

W  L 

T 

Pts 

(Jetton .  . 

.  .  25  7 

Z 

32 

Toronto... 

..  18  11 

s 

42 

Chroago  .... 

. ..  16  12 

8 

40 

St  Louis  .. 

.  15  16 

S 

35 

Wtnrtpeg 

...  15  17 

3 

33 

Dallas . 

..  10  15 

7 

27 

Pacific  division 

Colorado 

.  .  21  11 

5 

47 

Lea  Angrtos 

13  14 

B 

34 

Vancouver 

12  14 

9 

33 

Anahpen . 

13  21 

3 

29 

Edmonton 

.  11  19 

6 

28 

Cafcary  . 

9  20 

7 

25 

Sen  jom> 

8  24 

4 

20 

WORCESTER.  Massachusetts:  World 
jur*w  chemptowhipe; 

GROUP  A:  Friand  5  Surtwriand  1; 
Canada  fi,  United  States  t . 

W  L  T  Pts  F  A 


Fniena .  i 

Canada . o 

Ukraine . 0 

Untied  State  0 

Switzerland . 0 


O  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  1 


GROUP  B:  Czech  RoatoDc  S  Russia  3; 
Swwfcm  B  Slovakia  o. 


88  105 
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New  year  resolutions  to  make  sense  of  the  sporting  world 


Anew  world  is  but  a  new 
m,r,d-  At  the  end  of  the  year 
everybody  is  entitled  to 
aream  of  what  the  coming  one  mav 
™g-  The  page  is  fresh;  all  it 
needs  is  the  doers  and  makers 
to  write  down  their  deeds 
ui  ink. 

In  the  world  of 

Sport,  next  year's  bill  - 

fare  includes  the  Tprrv  \ 
Olympic  Games  in  1  Cr™  ' 
Atlanta,  the  cricket  a* 

World  Cup.  football's 
European  champion-  lear 

ship  in  England  and  ,  .. 
the  first  season  in  GCCll. 

rugby  union's  brave  v__r. 

new  professional  vcrD’ 

world.  Who  will  feast  ™  " 
the  longest? 

We  are  encouraged  to  make  new 
year  resolutions  and  usually  mislay 
them  before  Twelfth  Night.  Stili. 
this  is  the  time  to  fashion  the  world 
in  a  way  that  satisfies  our  urge  for 
order.  Therefore,  begging  pardon 
for  such  indulgence,  let  us  hope 
that: 


Terry  Venables 
at  last 
learns  to 
decline  the 
verb, ‘to  do’ 


France  win  the  five  nations’ 
championship  with  the  flair  that  is 
evidently  beyond  buttoncd-up 
England. 

Television  interviewers  stop  trad¬ 
ing  pally  banalities  with  football 
managers  and.  inslead  of  making 
tame  assertions  Tit's  always  good 

_ to  get  a  point"),  ask 

some  proper 
enables  questions- 

Frank  Bruno  re- 
tires,  without  any 
ic  tn  broken  bones,  to  ere 

a  10  joy  his  career  beyond 

p  thp  the  ring  as  a  licensed 

c  ine  buffoon. 

fO  do’  Jonathan  Edwards 

______  continues  to  demon¬ 
strate  that,  splendid 
though  success  is.  neither  the 
winning  nor  even  the  taking  part  is 
ever  the  most  important  thing  in 
life. 

Damon  Hill  admits:  “Fair  dos. 
Michael  is  obviously  the  better 
driver." 

England  meet  and  beat  Australia 
in  the  World  Cup  final  in  Lahore  on 


March  17.  to  give  Michael  Atherton 
encouragement  that  he  is  gening 
somewhere. 

Terry  Venables  learns  to  decline 
the  verb,  “to  do". 

D3vid  Meilor  gives  up  English 
demode 

Radio  5  Live  presenters  discover 
the  vowel. 

People  leave  Liam  Botham  and 
Peter  Phillips  alone  until  they  do 
something  worth  writing  about, 
and  leave  ian  Botham  alone  until 
he  says  something  worth  writing 
about. 

We  get  through  that  increasingly 
tiresome  tennis  tournament  in 
south  London  without  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  strawberries,  or  shots  of 
loafing  film  stars. 

Jack  Rowell  owns  up  to  his  own 
mistakes. 

Kevin  Keegan,  from  whom 
Rowell  could  absorb  a  lesson  or  two 
about  responsibility,  wins  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  for  Newcastle 
United. 

Fred  Trueman  is  dropped  from 
the  Test  Match  Special  learn  before 


SPORTING  \ 
RESOLUTIONS 


there  is  a  fatality  on  air  and  his 
colleagues  in  the  commentary  box 
are  taken  away  “to  assist  police 
with  their  inquiries". 

The  Rugby  Football  League  im¬ 
poses  a  ten-point  handicap  on 
Wigan  in  the  Challenge  Cup. 
Otherwise,  hand  it  to  them 
now. 

The  Football  Association  de¬ 
clares  that  any  club  that  offers 


George  Graham  a  job  will  be  fined 
£5  million  and  docked  25  points, 
with  no  right  of  appeal. 

IN  THE  manner  of  Jonathan  Swift, 
it  is  tempting  to  offer  in  addition  a 
few  “modest  proposals”  Thus,  in  a 
perfect  world  it  would  be  possible  to 
arrange  for 

“Prince"  Naseem  Hamed.  the 
World  Boxing  Organisation  feath¬ 
erweight  champion  with  a  mouth 
as  wide  as  the  Humber,  ro  be 
picked  in  the  England  front  row 
against  France  in  Paris  on  January 
20.  With  luck  he  might  never  open 
it  again. 

The  BBC  to  appoint  a  new  head 
of  children's  television  pro¬ 
grammes  in  the  interests  of  “rele¬ 
vance":  someone  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  unformed  mind,  a  limited 
vocabulary  and  an  emotional  kin¬ 
ship  with  the  Blue  Peter  set 
This  is  clearly  a  job  for  Paul 
Gascoigne. 

Anybody  wearing  a  baseball  cap 
the  wrong  way  round  to  be  put  in 
the  stocks  for  a  week.  In  the  case 


of  Ian  Wright  and  Chris  Lewis, 
who  have  “previous",  a  month  at 
least. 

Brian  Lara  pic  to  spend  a  day 
as  an  invisible  witness  in  the 
Australia  dressing-room,  to  see 
how  responsible  adults  behave  in  a 
ream  environment  An  afternoon 

with  them  would  re-  _ 

mind  him  that  he 

owes  cricket  much  Dam 

more  than  the  game 

will  ever  owe  him.  adlllil 

The  following  ,  _  . 

words  and  phrases  to  uOS,  M 
be  outlawed:  genius. 
icon.  guru,  outfit.  ODV101 

emote,  gaffer.  Brit  better 
enthuse,  creative. 
lifestyle.  well  ’ 
pleased,  all  credit  wall-to-wall, 
check  out  the  business  {as  in 


Linford  Christie,  who  compared 
his  autobiography  with  the  Bible, 
no  less,  to  join  a  think-tank  com¬ 
prising  Sir  Isaiah  Berlin,  Alfred 
Erendei  and  Jonathan  Miller  on  a 
remodelled  Late  Night  Une-up 
pane]  to  discuss  “Life  in  the 
fast  lane:  art  metaphysics, 
track  and  field”. 


Damon  Hill 
admits:  ‘Fair 
dos,  Michael  is 
obviously  the 
better  driver’ 


iHill  THREE  memories  of 

„  1995.  from  “abroad”. 

I  ’Fair  For  pleasure.  Man- 

,  I  .  hattan:  watching  the 

nael  IS  Europe  team  regain 

■Iv  the  the  R-vder  CuP  on 

television  in  a  Madi- 

lliver’  sou  Avenue  bar.  For 

amusement.  Paris: 
discussing  cricket 
over  dinner  with  the  American 
baritone.  Thomas  Hampson.  For 


do).  Radio  and  television  folk  who  education.  Soweto:  observing  the 
use  them  will  be  gagged  and  crowd  at  England's  opening  first- 


forced  to  listen  to  Sir  Alec  Guinness 
reading  Eliot's  Four  Quartets,  to 
discover  the  nobility  of  English 
when  it  is  written  and  spoken  by  a 
master. 


class  game  on  their  tour  of  South 
Africa.  It  is  not  often  that  sport 
helps  to  change  a  country. 

HJohn  Bryant  is  on  holiday 


Nomadic  club’s  future  appears  brighter  despite  defeat  at  Leicester 

Barbarians  find  tradition  has  a  price 

"  * ■  1  ■ 1  -  ian/r  rArrrrm 


Leicester . 51 

Barbarians . 25 

By  David  Hands 
RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  future  of  the  Barbarians 
has  been  stabilised  by  an 
extension  of  their  established 
sponsorship  arrangements. 
However,  the  playing  Future  of 
the  most  famous  nomadic  dub 
in  the  world  remains  shroud¬ 
ed  after  Leicester  equalled 
their  highest  score  in  the 
traditional  Christmas  fixture 
at  a  frosty  Welford  Road 
yesterday. 

Yet  judgments  must  be 
made  on  a  broad  canvas.  This 
was.  after  all.  the  champions 
of  England  creaking  back  into 
action  after  a  period  of  com¬ 
parative  hibernation  against  a 
guest  XV  whose  selections 
were  limited  by  national  de¬ 
mands  and  who  were  never¬ 
theless  seeking  to  combine 
youth,  experience,  and  a  dash 
of  overseas  flavouring.  Yet 
they  were  encouraged  by  a 
new  three-year  agreement 
with  Scottish  Amicable  which 
should  ensure  their  ability  to 
compete  at  home  and.  more 
particularly,  away. 

That  more  than  15,000  spec¬ 
tators  were  warmed  by  a 
competitive  first  half,  then 


Gloucester  have  recruited 
Alastair  Saverimutto.  the  for¬ 
mer  England  Colts  centre: 
from  Coventry-  Saverimutta 
25,  who  has  also  played  for 
Bath  and  Bristol  is  the 
second  emerging  player  to 
join  Gloucester  within  a 
week  after  Trevor  Wood¬ 
man.  19.  the  England  Under- 
21  prop  forward,  moved  to 
them  from  Bath. 


nourished  by  a  second-half 
explosion  which  brought 
Leicester  six  of  their  seven 
tries,  should  also  be  remem¬ 
bered.  “The  club  has  many 
friends  within  the  game,  who 
appreciate  our  value  in  bring¬ 
ing  players  together  and  en¬ 
couraging  them  to  display  all 
their  skills,"  Mickey  Steele- 
Bodger,  the  Barbarians  presi¬ 
dent,  said. 

Significantly,  too,  Leicester 
continue  to  prize  the  game, 
though  next  year  they  will 
have  a  delicate  dOemma  to 
solve.  The  fixture  Is  scheduled 
for  a  Friday,  24  hoars  before  a 
league  match,  and  if  Leicester 
are  as  good  as  their  word  they 
■will  ask  for  a  league  postpone¬ 
ment  so  that  they  can  honour 
tradition  even  amid  tile  para¬ 
phernalia  of  professionalism. 

Even  so,  the  Barbarians  will 
concede  the  need  to  pay  play¬ 
ers  if  they  have  to,  while 
hoping  that  the  fundamental 
reasons  for  representing  the 
club  can  be  sustained.  More¬ 
over.  if  Leicester  play  against 
Sale  in  the  Courage  Clubs 


yg 


mm 


p iMlSStiH 
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A  full-length  tackle  by  Stud,  right  the  Barbarians  centre,  forces  Hackney,  the  wing  who  scored 
lamnianshin  on  Saturday  the  bust  line  voun  ester  from  over  the  line  for  the  first  trv  of  defence  ai 


Championship  on  Saturday 
with  as  much  joie  de  vivre  as 
they  did  yesterday,  their  mem¬ 
bers,  too.  can  look  forward  to  a 
happy  new  year. 

They  will  have  been  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  display  of  their 
two  centres.  Delaney  and  Rob¬ 
inson;  particularly  the  latter, 
whose  form  was  sufficiently 
wayward  to  have  caused  his 
omission  from  this  fixture 
until  the  withdrawal  with  a 
knee  injury  of  James  Overend. 
Delaney,  a  student  at  Leicester 
University,  grew  in  stature  as 
die  match  progressed,  aided 
greatly  by  Leicester’s  domina¬ 
tion  of  possession  after  the 
interval.  Yet  the  Leicester 
crowd  is  discerning  enough  to 
recognise  opposition  skills,  no¬ 
tably  those  of  Leigh  Davies. 


the  bustling  youngster  from 
Neath,  whose  outside  breaks 
are  a  comparative  rarity  in  the 
modem  game.  Had  the  Bar¬ 
barians’  finishing  been  as 
good  as  their  creative  midfield 
running,  their  first-half  lead 
would  have  bear  more  sub¬ 
stantial  than  13-11. 

Throughout  the  first  half, 
Leicester,  whose  ground  staff 
produced  an  excellent  surface 
{this  game  has  not  been  post¬ 
poned  since  1980).  huffed  and 
puffed  into  some  semblance  of 
order.  While  they  did  so  the 
Barbarians  flourished,  the 
speed  of  Gomarsall  on  the 
break  catching  the  hosts  nap¬ 
ping  and  the  knowledgeable 
Morrison  supplying  the  vital 
link. 

Their  forwards  drove  Berek 


over  the  line  for  the  first  try  of 
the  game  and  although  Un¬ 
derwood  responded  with  his 
tenth  in  the  series.  Leicester 
had  to  wait  until  the  second 
half  before  taking  a  grip.  This 
was  their  fourth  successive 
win  over  the  Barbarians  and 
was  ensured  by  two  tries  in 
three  minutes  from  Hackney. 

The  wing,  playing  his  hun¬ 
dredth  game  for  the  club, 
finished  off  some  outstanding 
team  tries  earlier  this  season, 
and  he  thoroughly  enjoyed  the 
opportunity  given  partly  by 
good  application  of  the  advan¬ 
tage  law  by  Derek  Bevan, 
partly  by  a  telling  pass  from 
Kilford.  His  second  try,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  thunderous  hand- 
off  by  CockeriU.  carried  him 
60  metres  past  a  despairing 


defence  and  earned  him  the 
man-of-the-match  award. 

Thereafter  the  Barbarians 
were  chasing  shadows.  Any 
try  by  Richards  is  greeted  by 
delight  at  Welford  Road,  and 
Bade  evokes  similar  elation.  In 
between,  however.  Under¬ 
wood  scored  his  second  try 
after  splendid  driving  play  by 
Rowntree  which  he  will  do 
well  to  reproduce  when 
Leicester  take  themselves  to 
Bath  on  the  first  Saturday  in 
the  new  year. 

The  crowd  looked  forward 
to  their  team  surpassing  the  51 
points  scored  against  the  Bar¬ 
barians  in  1993;  inslead  it  was 
their  guests  who  signed  off 
with  two  tries,  the  first  of  them 
made  by  the  fluent  King  and 
scored  by  the  forceful  South 


ter.  to  concede  possession 

African,  Straeuli,  the  second 
by  Proctor  after  Leicester, 
uncharacteristically,  turned 
over  possession  with  their 
defence  awry. 

SCOKER3:  Leicester  Tries:  KacHney  ®. 
Underwood  (2).  Ksrdooru.  Richards,  Back 
Conversions:  Hams  (5j  Penally  goals: 
Hams  (21  Barbarians:  Tries:  Berek. 
Straw*.  Procter.  Conversions:  King  (2). 
PenaBy  gods:  Kng  (2» 

LEICESTER:  W  Krtford;  S  Hacfrnev.  P 
Delaney.  R  Rotonson,  R  Underwood,  J 
Harris.  A  Kardoom;  G  Rowmree,  R  CochenH, 
D  Garfanh,  C  Tertouck.  P  Grant,  M  Poole.  N 
Back  D  Fbcnards 

BARBARIANS:  J  Thomas  (Uanefil  and 
Wales),  D  Lougheed  (Toronto  Welsh  and 
Canada).  L  Davtes  (Neeth),  G  ShW 
(Mekose  and  Sccttand).  W  Proctor  lUanelf 
and  Wa*o):  A  King  {Bristol  Untv).  A 
Qomarsal  (Wasps).  M  Mite  (Otago  Urw 
and  Wfesem  Samoa).  B  Retoy  (Maria  Si 
Pais  and  Western  Samoa),  u  Lapeme 
rp®|,  P  Walton  (Newcastte  and  Scotland), 
R  Berek  (Dan).  G  Proseer  (Pcwypndd  and 
Wales).  I  Morrison  (London  Scottish  and 
Scotland),  R  StraeuB  (Transvaal  me  SouSi 
Africa). 

Referee:  D  Bevan  (Wales} 


Windsurfers  ride  out  gale  I  Winds  thwart  Sayonara 


WINDSURFING  has  been 
through  the  hoops  this  year. 
Two  British  sailors  -  Nik 
Baker  and  Jamie  Hawkins  — 
may  have  won  two  world 
championships,  but  the  sport 
was  left  struggling  under  the 
strain  of  debts  of  about  £1.1 
million  when  die  Professional 
Boardsailing  Association 
(PBA),  the  organiser  of  the 
world  tour,  was  forcibly 
wound  up  after  a  competitor- 
led  coup  midway  through  the 
season. 

Competitors  were  left  with¬ 
out  their  prize-money  and 
sponsors  who  support  this  £11 
million  annua]  ortus  were  left 
deridedfy  uneasy.  Many  saw 
parallels  with  the  hula  hoop 
craze  —  a  sport  that  had 
Teachied  its  2eriith  and  is  now 
in  a  tafl-spm  decline,  yet  as 
the  year-  ends,  the  200  men 


By  Barry  Picxthall 

and  women  who  make  up  the 
world  tour  see  a  brighter 
future. 

After  wresting  control  of 
events  and  what  money  was 
left  in  the  coffers,  die  competi¬ 
tors.  led  by  Phil  McGain  and 
Stuart  Sawyer,  have  changed 
their  name  to  the  Professional 
Windsurfing  Association 
(PWA)  and  won  increased 
support  not  just  from  spon¬ 
sors  hit  from  television  as 
well,  for  a  ten-month  tour. 
Competition  will  start  in 
Grand  Canaria  at  the  end  of 
February  and  finish  with  the 
indoor  world  championship  at 
Amsterdam  next  December, 
when  Baker  will  be  defending 
his  title. 

The  tour,  which  carries  $2 
million  (about  £1 J  million)  in 
prize-money  and  has  helped 
several  windsurfers  to  become 


millionaires,  is  now  being 
managed  by  SSM.  a  British- 
based  sports  marketing  com¬ 
pany  at  Chelsea  Wharf, 
u  Samantha  Brewster,  the 
solo  British  yachtswoman 
who  set  out  from  Southamp¬ 
ton  in  October  to  challenge 
Mike  Golding'S  world  east- 
west  circumnavigation  record, 
sailing  against  the  prevailing 
winds  and  currents,  is  to 
restart  her  voyage  from  San¬ 
tos,  Brazil,  on  January  1.  She 
put  into  the  Brazilian  port 
earlier  this  month  to  make 
repairs  to  the  rig  on  her  67ft 
yacht  Heath  Insured.  The  27- 
year-old  from  Ipswich  intends 
to  continue  around  Cape  Horn 
and  return  to  Santos  after 
rounding  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  completing  a  loop 
up  the  Atlantic  to  Ushant,  her 
original  starring  point. 


HEAD  winds  of  25  knots 
yesterday  slowed  the  progress 
of  Sayonara,  the  United  States 
maxi  yacht,  as  she  continued 
to  lead  the  way  in  the  Sydney- 
to-Hobart  race.  Choppy  seas 
caused  further  difficulties, 
putting  her  an  hour  behind 
tire  schedule  needed  to  beat 
the  record  time  for  the  630 
nautical-mile  event 

Sayonara,  the  favourite, 
had  been  four  hours  ahead  of 
the  required  rate,  after  pro¬ 
gressing  down  die  east  coast  of 
Australia  at  average  speeeds 
of  125  knots  during  the  day 
and  105  knots  at  night  The 
onset  of  the  south  westerly 
winds,  however,  reduced  her 
to  an  average  of  934  knots. 

Sayonara,  made  of  carbon 
fibre  and  powered  by  comput¬ 
er-moulded  Kevlar  sails, 
needs  to  average  102  knots  in 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

order  to  beat  the  record  of  two 
days.  14  hours,  36  minutes  and 
56  seconds  set  by  Kialoa,  the 
American  maxi  ketch,  in  1975. 
Encouragingly,  a  30-knot 
westerly  wind  blowing  across 
Hobart  would  favour  the 
yacht  when  she  readies  the 
east  coast  of  Tasmania. 
"Whether  she  breaks  the 
record  is  now  touch  and  go,” 
Peter  Campbell,  the  race 
spokesman,  said. 

Her  owner,  Larry  Ellison, 
the  co-founder  and  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Grade  Corpora¬ 
tion,  is  on  board  with  his 
friend.  Rupert  Murdoch,  the 
chairman  and  chief  executive 
of  The  News  Corporation, 
parent  company  of  The  Times. 

Amazon,  the  Australian 
pocket  maxi,  was  second,  five 
miles  behind  Sayonara,  with 
another  Australian  craft. 


Brindabella,  dropping  off  the 
pace  a  further  seven  miles 
behind. 

Two  yachts  in  the  98-strong 
fleet  hit  whales  yesterday, 
causing  one.  Future  Shock ,  to 
retire  with  a  broken  rudder. 
The  56ft  Australian  entry, 
which  had  been  in  seventh 
place,  was  the  first  casualty  of 
what  is  one  of  the  most 
gruelling  yacht  races  in  the 
world. 

Several  whales  have  been 
sighted  off  the  south  east  coast 
of  Australia  in  recent  days  and 
a  general  warning  about  the 
dangers  they  present  has  been 
issued  To  all  competitiors. 

Humpback  whales,  which 
can  grow  to  50  feet  in  length 
and  weigh  up  to  2b  tonnes, 
migrate  to  warmer  waters 
along  the  eastern  coast  to  give 
birth  at  this  time  of  year. 


MtKEEGEHTON 


Lara  leads  moves  to 
West  Indies  return 

BRIAN  LARA  is  expected  to  take  the  first  step  towards  a 
return  to  the  West  Indies  team  today  when  he  leads 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  in  a  Red  Stripe  Cup  trial  match.  Lara's 
future  as  an  international  cricketer  has  been  in  some  doubt 
since  he  withdrew  from  the  West  Indies  squad  at  present 
touring  Australia  after  being  fined  for  breaches  of  conduct 
during  the  tour  of  England  last  summer.  Lara  subsequently 
threatened  to  retire  from  the  sport. 

“We  are  all  looking  forward  to  seeing  him  back  making 
runs,"Theo  Cuffy,  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  team  manager, 
said  yesterday.  “It  will  be  great  to  see  him  out  there.  He  has 
had  his  rest  and  he  wants  to  get  back  to  playing  cricket  He  is 
looking  relaxed  and  at  ease.  This  holiday  has  done  him  a 
world  of  good.”  Cuffy  said  that  Lara  will  captain  the  team 
when  the  Red  Stripe  Cup  begins  next  month,  and  intimated 
that  he  expected  Lara  to  play  for  West  Indies  in  the  World 
Cup,  which  begins  in  February. 

Taylor’s  smooth  start 

DARTS:  Phil  Taylor  made  an  impressive  start  to  his  defence 
of  the  Vemons  Pools  World  Championship  in  PurfleeL 
Essex  yesterday  by  beating  Cliff  Lazarenko  3-0  in  his 
opening  group  match.  Taylor,  the  lop  seed,  was  never 
troubled,  firing  five  maximum  180s  during  the  match.  He 
twice  won  (he  Embassy  World  Championship  before  the 
breakaway  World  Darts  Council  was  formed  in  1993  and  he 
said:  “It  would  be  nice  to  do  the  double  in  both 
championships.”  Another  former  Embassy  champion.  Jocky 
Wilson,  who  suffers  from  diabetes,  has  withdrawn  from  the 
tournament  on  medical  advice. 

Council  halts  bout 

BOXING:  James  Murray's  death  after  his  recent  British 
bantamweight  title  contest  with  Drew  Docherty  in  Glasgow 
has  led  to  boxing  being  banned  at  a  sports  centre  in  Potters 
Bar.  Hertsmere  Council  owner  of  the  Furzefield  Centre,  has 
called  a  hall  at  a  venue  where  Mark  Delaney  was  due  to 
defend  his  World  Boxing  Organisation  Inter-Continental 
super-middleweight  tide  against  the  Welsh  champion, 
Darron  Griffiths,  on  January  23.  Barry  Hearn’s  Matchroom 
organisation  staged  three  promotions  there  this  year  but  this 
bout  has  been  switched  to  Bethnal  Green. 

Ebdon  whitewash 

SNOOKER:  Peter  Ebdon  stormed  to  a  superb  8-0  victory 
over  Ken  Doherty  in  the  opening  match  of  the  Dr  Martens 
European  snooker  League  in  Irthlingborough.  Northamp¬ 
tonshire.  yesterday.  Ebdon  chalked  up  a  best  break  of  93  m 
the  fourth  frame  and  added  further  runs  of  78  and  71  in 
taking  the  sixth  and  seventh  respectively.  Play-off  places  in 
the  event  can  be  derided  on  frame  difference,  so  Ebdon  was 
thrilled  to  have  started  in  such  magnificent  form.  “  1  felt  very 
confident  out  there  and  my  game  flowed  nicely."  he  said. 
Ebdon  plays  Ronnie  O'Sullivan  today. 

Americans  team  up 

TENNIS:  A  United  States  team  has  been  brought  into  the 
Hopman  Cup  exhibition  tournament  starting  in  Perth. 
Western  Australia,  on  Saturday  after  the  late  withdrawal  of 
Sweden.  The  Swedes  were  forced  to  withdraw  their  team 
after  Mats  Wiiander,  the  former  world  No  I,  suffered  a  back 
injuiy.  Richey  Reneberg  and  Chanda  Rubin  will  now  team 
up  to  represent  the  United  States.  The  other  nations 
competing  are:  Australia.  Croatia.  France,  Germany. 
Holland.  South  Africa  and  Switzerland. 

Buccaneers  sack  Wyche 

AMERICAN  FOOTBALL:  Sam  Wyche.  the  head  coach  of  ' 
Tampa  Bay  Buccaneers,  was  dismissed  yesterday  after 
failing  to  turn  around  the  team's  fortunes  in  four  seasons. 
The  departure  was  rumoured  after  the  Buccaneers  lost  seven 
of  their  last  nine  games,  after  a  5-2  start,  and  finished  7-9  for 
their  fourteenth  consecutive  losing  season.  The  record, 
though,  was  Tampa  Bay’s  best  since  1981  in  a  non-strike 
year.  Wyche’s  dismissal  came  one  day  after  the  Arizona 
Cardinals  fired  their  coach.  Buddy  Ryan. 


Answers  from  page  35 
BECUIBA 

04  A  Brazilian  timber-tree,  Virola  bicuhyba.  Used  attribntivriy  in 
becuiba  nut.  the  fruit  of  an  aromatic  Brazilian  tree.  From  Portuguese 
ex  the  Topi  bucukyba .  Becuiba,  or  Becuiba  nnx,  a  species  of  nut  from 
BnmL  the  emulsive  kernel  ranked  among  balsamic  remedies. 
ECTROMEUA 

(a)  The  congenital  absence  of  a  limb  or  limbs.  From  the  Greek  ekrrnsis 
miscarriage  +  mtlos  a  limb.  “Case  of  Etfromdia:  Kosmajk  reports,  with 
an  iHttStration,  a  case  showing  entire  absence  of  the  upper  extremities. 
There  is  not  a  dimple  indirating  where  the  arms  ought  to  appear.” 
CANA 

(a)  A  spirit  resembling  nun  made  from  sugar  cane;  from  the  Spanish 
carlo  cane. 

CHOWCHILLA 

SThe  black-beaded  fog-runner  (Orthonyx  spaldingi ),  a  small  bird 
und  in  the  mountain  ranges  in  Queensland.  Imitative  of  its  note. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1  Qd4!  (anaring  the  rook  on  hfi)  1 ...  Rg8  2  Bd2  and  the  black  queen  is 
trapped. 
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Atherton’s  bowlers  struggle  to  contain  on  sluggish  pitch 
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England  facing  long  haul  to  safety 

LMiflBW*!  MAT 


From  Alan  Lee 
CRICKET  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  PORT  ELIZABETH 


PORT  ELIZABETH  (second 
day  of  five):  England ,  with 
nine  first-innings  wickets  in 
hand,  are  388  runs  behind 
South  Africa 


CARING  little  for  style  and 
flair,  striving  only  for  effect. 
South  Africa's  team  of  profes¬ 
sional  pragmatists  achieved 
their  purpose  yesterday  by 
batting  England  out  of  this 
fourth  Test  They  were  helped, 
in  turn,  by  the  toss,  the  pitch 
and  opponents  whose  bowling 
a fid  fielding  disciplines  desert¬ 
ed  them  under  stress. 

lr  was  nor  a  pretty  sight 
England's  bowling  was  made 
to  look  innocuous,  for  which 
this  dreadfully  slaw  pitch  will 
be  held  largely  responsible. 
But  the  bowling  was  not  only 
toothless,  it  was  too  often 
wayward  and  ultimately  fatal¬ 
istic.  Six  chances  were  also 
spumed  in  the  field,  tliree  of 
them  in  a  single,  shambolic 
over,  so  that  when  the  South 
African  innings  ended  after 
more  than  )1  vigilant  hours, 
the  possible  outcomes  of  this 
match  were  already  limited  to 
two. 

To  earn  the  better  of  them, 
the  draw  that  will  set  up  the 
winner-takes-all  climax  in 
Cape  Town  next  week,  Eng¬ 
land  must  bat  with  considera¬ 
bly  more  care  than  they 
displayed  in  the  field.  They  did 
not  make  a  propitious  start. 
Alec  Stewart  was  out  to  his 
second  legitimate  bail,  thrust¬ 
ing  firm-footed  outside  off 
stump,  as  he  is  doing  far  too 
frequently,  but  Michael  Ather¬ 
ton  and  Jason  Ga Ilian  sur¬ 
vived  the  final  hour,  and  the 
fanfared  first  spell  of  Paul 
Adams. 

England  ought  not  to  lose. 
On  this  dreary  pitch,  the 
antithesis  of  what  the  game 
should  be  seeking  from  its 
Test  match  surfaces,  only  two 
teams  of  great  disparity 
should  be  able  to  produce  a 
positive  result  in  five  days. 
But,  although  there  is  precious 
little  to  choose  between  these 
sides.  England  are  mentally  in 
retreat,  which  counts  for  rath¬ 
er  more. 

They  will  have  felt  the  world 


Richardson,  whose  innings  of  84  ensured  a  formidable  South  Africa  total,  gives  himself  room  to  drive  for  four  through  the  offside 


was  ganging  up  against  them. 
The  loss  of  a  coveted  toss,  the 


failure  to  split  South  Africa's 
fourth-wicket  pair  at  an  im¬ 
pressionable  stage  and  an 
injury  w  Mark  llort  in  mid- 
afternoon  yesterday  conspired 
to  visibly  discourage  them. 
Atherton,  hard  though  he 
tried  to  restore  the  missing 
spark,  had  at  his  disposal 
bowlers  who  were  neither 
quick  enough  nor  different 
enough  to  worry  accom¬ 
plished  batsmen  in  these 
conditions. 

Ali  Bacher.  managing  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Cricket 
Board  of  South  Africa,  can 
never  be  accused  of  compla¬ 
cency  and  he  has  devoted 


revenue  and  research  materi¬ 
als  to  a  team  of  scientists  in  an 
attempt  to  improve  the  coun¬ 
try's  pitches.  They  should 
begin  here,  on  the  oldest  of 
their  Test  grounds,  for  this 
was  cricket  in  purgatory,  of 
the  type  to  drive  away  the 
hard-earned  crowds. 

Before  play  yesterday,  one 
London  bookmaker  was  offer¬ 
ing  12-1  against  an  England 
win.  It  seemed  an  attractive 
price,  and  would  have  been  if 
two  wickets  had  fallen  rapidly. 
But  England  took  only  one, 
and  though  they  will  carp  with 
some  justification  about  a 
rejected  leg-before  shout 
against  Brian  McMillan,  they 
failed  to  strike  again  before 
lunch.  And  then  it  was  too  late. 

The  morning  was  overcast 
and  humid,  offering  hope  of 
swing.  But  even  this  aid  was 
denied  to  an  England  attack 


which,  without  the  speed  of 
Malcolm,  the  varieties  of 
Gough  or  a  genuine  spin,  as 
distinct  from  slow  bowler, 
depends  unhealthily  upon  it. 
McMillan,  sensing  he  had 
plenty  in  his  favour,  plunged 
imposingly  on  to  the  front  foot. 

Daryl)  Cullinan  was  less 
circumspect  and  had  pro¬ 
gressed  to  within  nine  runs  of 
his  second  Test  century  when 
he  faced  Dominic  Corks  first 
ball  of  the  morning.  Cullinan 
would  choose  to  get  out  to 
almost  anyone  before  Cork, 
but  one  would  not  have  known 
it  here,  as  he  chased  a  wide 
long  hop  with  such  determ¬ 
ination  that  the  edge,  from 
close  to  the  end  of  the  bat,  just 
carried  to  a  tumbling  Jack 
Russell. 

The  local  band,  such  a 
feature  of  this  occasion,  broke 
instantly  into  a  rendition  of 


When  the  Saints. . .  It  failed  to 
inspire  the  English  and  Ather¬ 
ton.  was  soon  casting  around 
for  someone  to  bowl,  calling 
upon  Gallian  for  two  overs  as 
it  became  clear  that  the  docil¬ 
ity  of  the  pitch  was  entirely  to 
Dave  Richardson’s  liking. 

McMillan,  the  bat  looking 
puny  in  his  massive  hands, 
emerged  only  rarely  from  his 
introspection  but,  when  he 
did.  it  usually  counted.  Hav¬ 
ing  pulled  away  to  complain  of 
Russell's  chattering,  he 
heaved  Illingworth’s  next  ball, 
a  full  toss,  over  mid-wicket  for 
six.  It  was  a  considerable 
surprise  when  he  fell,  five 
overs  into  the  afternoon, 
though  the  manner  of  his 
going,  caught  off  the  bottom, 
edge  as  he  cut  at  Illingworth, 
said  everything  about  the 
pitch. 

Illingworth  has  been  a 


grave  disappointment  here. 
The  loop  and  flight  that  he  had 
belatedly  imposed  upon  his 
bowling  has  now  given  way  to 
the  old  Illingworth,  content  to 
fire  the  ball  in  guilelessly.  It  is 
almost  as  if  he  is  in  World  Cup 
mode  already. 

For  all  that,  be  did  have  four 
catches  missed  off  his  bowling 
— three  in  the  one,  fateful  over 
—  and  if  Atherton  had  dung 
on  at  mid-wicket  with  Pollock 
on  five  and  the  score  on  337, 
England's  suffering  might 
have  been  curtailed  much 
more  quickly.  Instead,  Pol¬ 
lock,  who  rode  his  luck  —  the 
third  umpire  reprieving  him 
when  he  appeared  to  be  run 
out  —  and  Richardson,  short 
of  runs  thus  far  in  die  series, 
dragged  the  total  ever  nearer 
impregnability. 

Pollock  finally  fell  to  the 
tireless  Cork  but  England 


were  into  their  sixth  session  in 
file  field,  and  looking  distinct¬ 
ly  ragged,  by  the  tune  Rich¬ 
ardson.  when  84,  tried  to  play 
French  .  cricket  against 
Illingworth  and  was  nimbly 
caught  off  bat  and  pad  by 
Russell.  Thorpe,  Gallian  and 
Illingworth  all  put  down 
chances  before,  two  avers  lat¬ 
er,  a  stumping  and  a  run-out 
achieved  what  catches  could 
not 

England's  prospects  of  mak¬ 
ing  229  to  avoid  the  follow-on 
did  not  look  bright  after 


Stewart's  surrender  and  they 
might  well  have  deteriorated 
further.  In  Adams’S  first  over, 
acclaimed  with  a  standing 
ovation,  Gallian  lived  danger¬ 
ously.  [n  his  second,  Gallian 
was  missed,  a  sharp  chance  to 
Kirsten  at  short  leg.  The  fairy 
tale  was  put  on  hold,  ana 
England  breathed  again. 
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South  Africa  wan  toss 


SOUTH  AFRICA:  First  Innings 


31 


SI 


81 


A  C  Hudson  0  Russell  b  Cork  . . 

(1C2m4i,  79  balls.  3  fours! 

G  Kirsten  c  Thorpe  b  Itotf  ..  . 

Jl66rmn,  128  bafts,  9  toms) 

*W  j  Cronje  c  Atherton  b  Martin 
MSmin.  27  balls.  1  lour) 

D  J  CuBinan  c  Russell  b  Code 
l244mh.  183  bails,  1-J  lours) 

J  N  Rhodes  c  Smith  b  Cork 

(156min.  11$  balls.  1  six.  5  fours) 
B  M  McMillan  c  Russell 

b  IIEngworth  . 49 

JITImin.  11S  bats.  1  sr».  4  lour;) 
ft)  J  Richardson  c  Russell 

b  Iffingworth  ...  - .  .  fiW 

r223n-un.  189  balls.  11  lours) 

S  M  Pollock  Ibw  b  Cork  ...  33 

(76min,  «  bafts.  3  laurel 


49 


15 


12 


C  R  Matthews  st  Russell 

b  Illingworth  . 

(73min.  47  balls.  1  four) 

A  A  Donald  not  out .. 
pSmin.  33  balls) 

P  R  Adams  run  out  (Gialhan/RusseO)  0 
[2mm.  2  balls) 

Extras  (lb  It.  nb 8) .  19 


Total  (159.5  Overs.  550nw)  . 428 

FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-57  (Kirsten  25). 
3-B5  (Kxsten  48).  3-89  (Cullinan  1),  4- 
207  (Cuftman  67).  5-251  (McMillan  16). 
6-326  (Richardson  39i.  7-379  (fBdiard- 
son  67).  8-408  (Man hews  11).  9-426 
(Donald  11) 

BOWUNG:  Cork  435-12-113-4  (nb 
10;  5-1-14-0.  7 -4-7-1. 6-1-10-0. 5-0-26- 
I.  6-0-26-1,  5-3-9-0.  5  Z-t-14-1.  4-2-7- 
0).  Uott  29.4-7-82-1  (7-3-104).  4-0-17- 
0.  5-2-16-1.  4-1-11-0,  B- 1-264).  1  4-0- 
2-0);  Martin  33-9-79-1  17-2-204).  5-1- 


11-1,5-1-94).  8-3-14-0,3-1-4-0.3-1-9- 
0.  2-0-12-0):  Utingworth  39.56-1  OM 
(4-2-5-0. 10-3-25-0,  4-0-71-0,  12-3-29- 
1. 2-0-7-0,  7 5-0- IB-2):  Hick  12-2-32-0 
(1 -0-3-0,  3000.  8-2-210);  Gafitan  2- 
0-6-0  (one  spoil)- 

SCORING  NOTES  (second  day)  — 
Lunch:  3)6-5  (117  even,  382min) 
McMilan  45,  Richardson  34  Tea:  395- 
7  (148  wars.  503mln)  Richardson  79, 
Matthews  3. 


.15 


ENGLAND:  Fast  Innings 

*M  A  Atherton  not  oitf  . 

(73mm.  67  balls.  1  lour) 

A  J  Stewart  c  Richardson  b  Pollock  4 
(6mtn,  2  baSs.  1  lour) 

J  E  R  GaWan  not  out . 

(66mm.  54  bafia,  2  tows) 

Extras  (to  3.  w  1,  nb  3) . 

Total  (1  wfct  20  overs.  73  min] 


14 


..  7 
40 


G  P  Thorpe,  G  A  Hk*.  R  A  Smilh,  tfl  C 
jsell.OG  " 


Russell.  0  G  Cork.  P  J  Martin,  M  C  llott 
and  R  K  flfingwortb  to  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKET.  1-7  (Atherton  2) 
BOWUNG:  Donald  4000  (nb  3.  one 
spefll.  Pollock  5-30-1  (32-5-1.  2-1-1- 
ifl;  Adams  7-2-160  [one  spell):  Mat¬ 
thews  4-2-60  (one  spell). 


Umpires:  S  A  Buckner  (We si  Indies) 
and  C  J  MUchley  TV  replay  umpire: 

R  E  Koertzen. 


Marnh 

Indies). 


referee:  C  H  (Joyd  (West 


RESULTS:  Fust  Test  (Pretoria]  drawn 
Second  Test  (Johannesburg), 
drawn  Third  Test  (Durban)-  drawn 


TEST  TO  COME;  Fifth  (Cape  Town)- 
Jan  2 106 


□  Compiled  by  £W  ftmdaff 


Muralitharan  allowed  to  continue 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


THE  Sri  Lanka  off  spinner. 
Mutriah  Muralitharan,  sur¬ 
vived  further  scrutiny  of  his 
suspect  action  yesterday  as 
Australia  reached  500  for  six 
at  Melbourne  on  the  second 
day  of  the  second  Test. 

Muralitharan.  who  has 
been  urged  by  the  Internation¬ 
al  Cricket  Council  (ICC)  to 
alter  his  action  after  being  no- 
balled  seven  times  by  Darrell 
Hair,  the  Australian  umpire, 
on  Tuesday,  bowled  20  more 
overs  without  being  called  for 
throwing. 

David  Boon  completed  his 


21st  Test  hundred  and  Steve 
Waugh  hit  an  unbeaten  131 
before  the  declaration.  Sri 
Lanka  replying  with  29  for  the 
loss  of  Roshan  Mahanama. 

After  his  troubles  on  Tues¬ 
day.  Murafilhanm  operated 
entirely  from  the  end  of  the 
New  Zealand  umpire,  Steve 
Dunne,  with  Hair  looking  on 
from  square  leg.  the  position 
from  which  an  umpire  usually 
calls  a  bowler  for  throwing. 

Anura  Tennekoon.  secre¬ 
tary  of  rhe  Board  of  Control  of 
Cricket  in  Sri  Lanka,  said  he 
would  approach  the  umpires 
at  the  end  of  the  match.  “We 
have  to  fold  out  exactly  from 


SCOREBOARD  FROM  MELBOURNE 


no 

61 

131 


AUSTRALIA:  First  Innings 
M  J  Slater  c  Wick/emasngta 

b  Vaas  . 

*M  A  Taylor  b  Wickremasinghe 
D  C  Boon  c  MijraMhaian  b 
Wcfeemasinghe 
M  E  Waugh  b  Muralitharan . ... 

S  R  Waugh  not  out  . - 

R  T  Pontmg .;  Gurusinha  b  de  Silva ..  71 
*1 A  Healy  c  Muralitharan  bCtaSSva  41 

P  R  fteittel  not  out .  4 

Erfres  Ob  8.  w  2.  nb  3) . .  13 

Total  (6  wkts  dec) . . . 500 

S  K  Wame,  C  J  McDermott.  G  D 

McGrath  did  not  baL 

fall 'OF  wickets.  t-i4. 2-i  ie.  (Wt9, 

4-280,  5-395,  5488 

BOWLING-  VVickremasingha  30.2-9- 

77-2.  Vaas  40  4-11-93-1.  Halhuru- 


smghe  9-0-23-0.  Gurus  rnha  2-O-fl-O: 
Muralitharan  38-7-124-1,  Silva  35-5- 
120-1;  da  Silva  10-0-47-1. 


SRI  LANKA:  First  Innings 

R  S  Mahanama  c  Taylor  b  McGrath  3 
U  C  Halhurusmghe  noi  out  16 

A  P  Guruslnna  not  out  ...  10 

Total  (1  wkt)  — . . . - . 29 

'A  Ranatunga.  P  A  de  Silva,  H  P 
Tiltekeratne,  fRS  KaluMitharana.WPU 
J  C  Vaas,  K  J  Silva.  G  P  Wfckto- 
masingte  and  M  Muralitharan  to  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKET:  1-3. 

BOWUNG.  McDermott  4-1-12-0, 
McGrath  6-2-10-1.  Reiflel  3-1-7-0 


Umpires  D  Hair  (Auslralia)  and  S 
Dunne  (New  Zealand) 


the  umpires  why  some  deliver¬ 
ies  were  called  as  no-balls  and 
why  some  were  not.  To  be 
called  in  a  Test  match  is  rather 
harsh  cm  a  player.  But  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  done  means 
we  will  have  to  take  some 
action." 

Although  Muralitharan  did 
not  add  to  the  wicket  of  Mark 
Waugh  he  took  in  Tuesday's 
final  session,  he  made  some 
impact  by  holding  catches  to 
dismiss  Boon  and  Ian  Healy. 
Boon  look  23  baJls  to  score  the 
seven  runs  he  needed  to 
complete  his  hundred  but 
after  he  had  gone  for  UO. 
made  in  just  over  six  hours, 
the  scoring  rate  improved. 

Waugh,  who  needed  a  run¬ 
ner  in  the  later  stages  of  his 
innings  because  of  a  groin 
strain,  got  to  his  second  Test 
century  of  the  summer  off  210 
balls,  with  nine  fours,  having 
made  an  unbeaten  112  against 
Pakistan  in  the  first  Test  in 
Brisbane  last  month. 

The  main  crowd-pleaser, 
however,  was  Ricky  Ponting, 
20.  who  slammed  71,  which 
included  a  six  and  nine  fours 
from  94  balls. 

Sri  Lanka  were  badly  let 
down  by  their  fielding.  Healy 
was  missed  in  the  deep  off 
successive  balls  from 


Aravinda  de  Silva,  even 
though  the  fielders  concerned, 
Vaas  and  Gurusinha,  both  got 
two  hands  to  the  boll.  The 
wicketkeeper.  Romesh  Kalu- 
wicharana  also  had  a  sorry 
day,  fumbling  two  stumping 
chances. 

Sri  Lanka,  left  with  13  overs 
batting  before  the  dose,  failed 
to  emerge  unscathed.  Maha¬ 
nama  could  not  get  his  bat  out 
of  the  way  of  a  rising  ball  from 
McGrath  and  was  well  caught 
by  Mark  Taylor  at  first  slip.  It 
was  the  Australia  captain's 
hundredth  catch  in  Test 
cricket. 


mm 


Steve  Waugh:  injured 


j  •  V: 
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With  Berkoff, 

not  by  him 


Berkoffs  Macbeth.  Radio  4. 729pm.  even  Olivier 

1  trust  this  sort  of  thins  does  True,  there  was. 

dared  prod  aim  his  film  as  OltwPs  tv  ■  incurable 

Hitchcock's  The  give  or 

cn  navid  Beneoictus  s  temne  pn*"uw 


OJUUiVULnAi  uuutw 

limitation.'  Berkoffs 

now  a  roaring,  creature.  A 

impressively  to  radio.  Beri 
Geo  Laine  plays  all  three. 


RADIO  1 


WORLD  SERVICE 


FM  Stareo.  4.00am  Claire  Sturgass 
aoo  Sfrmvi  Mayo  1 2-00  Nicky  Campbell 
a  00pm  Dave  Pearce  (LOQ  Newsbesi 
Review 957.00  Evening  Session  Rewind 
9.00  Soundbite,  with  Danny  Kefly  70.00 
REM  Uve  at  the  Bowl  ft)  12JM)  Mark 
Tnndard  Indudlhg  al  12.15am  The  Net 


RADIO  2 


FM  stereo.  BlOOsoi  Roger  Royte  6.15 
Pause  lor  Thought  7  JO  Wogan  9.15 
Pause  for  Thought  SL30  Ken  Bruce 
11.30  Jimmy  Young  2.00pm  Debbie 
Thrower  3L30  Ed  Stewart  5JD5  John 
Dum  reflects  on  conversions  with 
more  than  200  guests  7-00  Change  at 
Oglethorpe.  Comedy-drama  series  with 
Pater  Davison  and  Mfchaet  Wflfems 
7J3Q  David  Allan  with  the  best  in  country 
must  JLOO  Pad  Jones  ftA5  The  Gospel 
Train  10:30  Martin  Kdner  12.05am  Sue 
McGany  hcbdng  el  1.30  Pause  lor 
Thought  3J»  AteN  Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


5J£am  This  Sporting  Life  In  the  Movies 
ft]  6.05  Hold  the  Front  Page  7JW  The 
Breakfast  P'oryammo  &3S  The  Maga¬ 
zine  10.10  Gut  Reaction,  phis  Euranews 
1 1415  n  Eat  My  Hal  11 .38  Pioneers  and 
Presidents  (2/3)  12-00  kSdday  w«h  Mair 
1234pm  Moneycheck  1.15  Entertain¬ 
ment  News  205  Ruscoe  on  Rvo4J0Q 
John  Inwrdde  Nationwide  7M  News 
Extra  7J3S  On  the  Line  8.05  Women  on 
Top  9jOS  SportEAmerica.  Item  San 
Francisco  10j05  The  Other  Honours  List 
11 JS  Ages  of  Bring  11 A5  Spaced  Out 
12J0Sara  (fight  Moves  2AB  Up  AH  Night. 


AD  times  In  GMT.  5*0am  NewraJay 
SJSO  Europe  Today  8.00 
Europe  Today  74W  MewsJ.IS  Off  the 
Shell  7  JO  Network  UK  8.00  News«.10 
Words  of  Faith  8.15  Composer  of  the 
Month  a45  GxxJ  Books  9I» 

German  9.15  Sports  Wemattanal  9AS 
Sport  10:00  Mawsdasfc  10J0  BBC 
Enqtish  10x45  Oft  the  Shalt  11.00 
Newsdesk  11J0  Sinatra  1200  Naiys 
IZjOSptD  Business  1215  Britain  Today 
1230  Assireiment  1:00  Newshour  2.00 
News  2XB  Outlook  230  Mutatrack  3J)0 
News  in  German  3-15  The  Learning 
World  OJO  Network  UK  4.00  Mews  4.15 
The  World  Today  030  News  si  German 
5.00  Europe  Today  5JW  Business  5.45 
Sport  6.00  Newsdesk  530  News  In 
German  730  News  Suenmwy  7J» 
Outlook  735  Words  ol  Faith  730  John- 
Peel  8.00  Newshour  9JM  News  205 
Business  9.15  Britain  Today  930 
Meridaa  See  Choice  10.00  Newdask 
1030  The  World  Today  1035  Sport 
1130  News  11.10  Take  Rva  11.15. 
Network  UK  1135  Health  Matters 
UkMgM  Newsdesk  1230am  On  the 
Move  1245  Britain  Today  130  News. 
1.10  Press  1.15  Choirs  ot  Angels  135 
.  Global  Concerns  230  Newsday  230 
Thiity-NInute  Drama  3.00  News  215 
Spoil  230  Focus  on  Faith  430 
Newsdesk  430  Europe  Today 


CLASSJC.FM. 


TALK  RADIO 


43ttam  Mark  Griffiths  6.00  Nick  Badey 
930  Mice  Read  1230  Susannah  St-. 
mom  230pm  Lunchtime  Famfty  Con¬ 
ceit  200  Jamie  Crick  630  Newsnight 
630  SonAa  7.00  The  TibvbI  Guide.  New 
York-State  630  Evening,  Concert  1030 
MchaefMappfa  130am  Salty  Pwarscw 


630am  Sandy  Warr  730  Simon  Bates 

jf je  iifi  Ivnitfiirt  L'hvr  /|f|  TrvWlk/  J 

VIRGIN  RADIO  | 

iuxpu  jonaman  rung  i^uw  tommy  * 
Boyd  230pm  Anna  Raeburn  430  Scott  < 

Chmbotm  and  Lcwri  Turn®  730  Saan 
Bolger  930  M02  Dos  1030  James  ! 
Whale  130-630ara  lan  CoSns 

B30bbh  .  Russ  !n\  Jond  930  FticharJ 
Skinner  1230  Graham  Dena  430pm 
Mcky  Home  730  Paul  Coyie  1600 
Mark  Forrest  230-630am  RoUn  Banka 

I  RADIO  3 

t; 


6.00am  On  Air.  with  Penny  Gore. 
Paganini  (Violin  Concerto  in  B 
minor);  633  Symphony 
Series'.  Mozart  (Symphony  No 
1;  Rossini 


40  in  <3  minor) 


(The  Three 
Ravens);  836  Haydn  (Piano 
SOnata  in  G  nvror).  Gounod 
(Petite  Symphanle  in  B  flat) 

330  Morning  Collection  wftft 
Paul  Gambaodnl. 
Tchaikovsky,  orch  Stravinsky 
(Bluebird  Pas  de  Deux,  The 
Steeping  Beauty);  Rossini  (La 
Cenaento la  awerpls); 
Mozart  (Piano  Sonata  in  A 
minor);  Prokofiev  (Qnderefa. 
Act  3J 

10.00  Musical  Encounters  Holst 
(This  have  I  done  fat  my  true 
love);  Ravel  (ShiSherazade); 
Beethoven  (Sonata  in  A  flat); 
Bach  (Brandenburg  Concerto 
No  4  in  G);  1035  Hadley  (La 
belle  dame  sams  merti); 
Frank  M3rtin  (FfaWe 
Symphonie  Concertante); 
Holst  (Masters  in  this  hall) 

12.00  Composer  of  the  Week. 
Salnt-SaSns  (Le  Roust 
d'Omphaie;  Violin  Sonata  No 
1  in  D  minor;  Le  Deluge, 
excerpts)  (i) 

130pm  British  Opera  Matirrie: 
Tom  Jones,  raoordsd  at  the 
Drottnlngholm  Festival  in 
Sweden  Drottningholm 
Theatre  Chorus  and 
Orchestra  under  Nicholas 
McGegan  pertorm  Francots- 
Andr6  mllidor's  opera,  based 
on  the  newel  by  Henry 
Frekfmg.  With  Judith  Howarth 
and  Greg  Fedderiy  Sung  m 
English 

330  Opus  20.  Soott  Sir oman 
conducts  the  chamber 
orchestra  in  Copland  (Nonet): 


Ives  (Hymn):  JoQvet  (Yin  • 
Yang);  Coj^and  (Ouiet  Qty); 
Honegger  (Symphony  No  2] 
530  hm  Music  Machine  Indian 
classical  music  (r) 

5.15  Fairest  isle  Songbook.  Iain 
Bumsidfl  considers  songs 
depicting  ideal  Dtestyies  fr) 
530  Fairest  Ms  H»  BBC 
Orchestras.  BBC  National 
Orchestra  of  Wales  under 
Grant  LleweHyn.  Alun 
Hoddinott  (Lanteme  das 
morts);  Moeran  (Violin 
Concerto:.  Tasmln  Lfttie)  (r) 
630  Falrast  We:  Musca 

Brtttanlca.  Blow  (0  sing  unto 
the  Lord  a  new  song):  Boyce 
(Overture,  Ode  tor  the  New 
Year);  Greene  (Ode  on  St 
CecSa's  Day)  (r) 

730  Amsterdam  Mahler 
Festival.  The  ninth  of  15 
concerts.  Magana  Llpovsek, 
contralto;  Be  rim  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  under  Bernard 
Haitink'  performs  Kindertoten- 
feder.  Symphcmy  No  6) 

935  The  Fortunate  Cat  Roy 
Fisher  and  Mel  Hill  discuss 
whether  a  powerful  baft  hand 
is  as  great  an  asset  far  a  poet 
as  it  is  far  a  jazz  pianist 
935  Fairest  Isle:  Byrd  and 
Purcell.  Phantasm  under 
Laurence  Dreyfus  performs 
Byrd  (In  Nomrnes);  Purcell  . 


(Fantasies)  .. 

i  The  Shellac  Show.  Music  on. 


W_ 


1035 ' 

78s.  including  Bade,  Brahms 
and  Ireland 

11 30- 1230am  The  BBC 

Orchestras.  BBC  Symphony .  r,  . 
Orchestra  under  Andrew  '  ..  - 
Davis  performs  Purcell,  an  •  : 
Britten  (Chaconny  in  G 
minor).  Fricker  (Lnany  for 
Double  String  Orchestra);  '>]££' 
Kancheli  (Symphony  No  6)  • 


RADIO  4 


535am  Shipping  (LWi  6.00  News 
6.03  Weather  6.10  Farm  mg 
Today.  Anna  Hill  looks  al  the 
British  wool  industry  635 
Prayer  lor  the  Day  630 
Today,  ind  630.  7.00,  730, 
8.00  830  News  635,  73S 
Weather  735  835  Sports 
News  735  Thought  lor  the 


8.40  A  Christinas  Carat,  by 

Charles  Dickens  Read  fcy 
Richard  Wilson  (4/5)  838 
Weather 

930-10.00,  1 130-4. 00pm  Test 
Match  Special  (LW  onty) 
Socflh  Africa  v  England  m  the 
fourth  Test 

9.00  News  (FM  only)  9.05  The 
Mend  Maze  (FM) 
10.00-1030  News;  King  Street 
Junior  (4/6)  (rl 

10.00  Deny  Service  (LW  only) 
10.15  Children's  BSC  Radio  4:  A 

Ghost  for  Christmas. 

Edward  De  Souza  roads  The 
Investigators  by  David  Bel  bin 

1030  Watters's  Festive  Frolics. 
John  Waiters  has  a  relaxing 
break  at  a  retreat  m  Dorset 

NB:  The  toBowtng  are  on  FM  only 
untH  4pm. 

11.00  News;  Please  Leave  a 
Message  after  ttw  Bleep. 

Simon  Partes  on  the  science 
of  sound  and  the  psychology 
behind  the  siren 
11.30  Al  Bertram's  Hotel,  by 
Agatha  Christie.  With  June 
Whitfield  aa  Miss  Matpte  (4/S) 
1230  News;  Tnimpton  Riots. 

Salty  James  recalls  Blue  Peter 
and  Magpie  m  the  1970s 
1235pm  wordty  Wise.  Peter 
Hobday  is  famed  by 
Germaine  Greer,  Simon  Brett, 
Lorelei  King  and  Rchrrrd 
Stilgoe  1235  Weather 
130  The  World  at  Ons  (FM.  LW) 


1.40  Th®  Archara  {r>  135 

Shppirm  Forecast 
230  News;  The©,  try  Moya 
O'Shea  Martin  Jarvis  as  a 
1 908  SteiJI  teddy  bear  who  te  . 
put  up  to  auction  by  hts  latest 

owner.  Roland,  a  long-.  - 

distance  lorry  driver 
330  Kaleidoscope:  MKfer’s 
Tates  ia'4)  (r>  - 

4.00  News  43S  Radio  Urns  - 
Kenny  Everett  (r) 

435  Christmas  Short  Story: 
Dicky  Disaster,  by  Lynne  . 
Bryan.  Read  by  Charlotte 
Coleman  .. 

5.00  PM  530  Shipping  Forecast  . 
535  Weather 

6.00  News  6.15  It's  Your  Qd!  "  " : 

Monopoly  rayj 

630  CHd  Harry's  Game  Therflftel- 
part  ot  Andy  Harniton’s 
«k7iecJy  series  •  -  ”*  • 
™  ST?®!-08  Th®  Archer*  -V- 
730  Berkoffs  Macbeth.  Sea : 

Cho«»  ...-I-;.:*:' 

930  Kaleidoscope  Fextuuu  -  - 
Ouenlin  Cooper  on  fflilBrilW. 
»m  location  industry  W1#*9 
Weal  her  ■  . 

Vtay/or^  Tonighr  ^  ■?>'•! 
1035  Book  at  Bedtime:  Uooo  .■ 
tram  David  o.  Setznkfc  :  • 
„ Henry  Goodmar^?v^ 
11  00  ^Y  Bradbury  Introduces  - 
Tales  of  the  morn.  The 
Fonr  at  the  Bottom  of  the  ■ 

1130  Ad  L»  Robert  Rdblnson  ■ 

nn*  out  whafl  rt  Is  like  to  Bve 

nn  S?  “*  of  fame  M 

«  S  ^  1z^7am  Weather 

1230  The  Lata  Book:  Mlu 

fmflla's  Feeling  for  Snow.  ' 

^ad^by  Srotrhan  Rerinond  -  - 

1238  Shsnfaq  Forecast  130AS 
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FREQUENCY  GUIDE.  RADIO  1.  FM  973^9.8.  RADIO  2.  FM  883- 
90.2.  RADIO  3.  FM  90.2-92.4.  RADIO  4.  FM  92.4-94.6;  LW  198;  MW 
720.  RADIO  5  UVE.  MW  69a  909.  WORLD  SERVICE.  MW  648;  LW 
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and  radio  listings  compBad  by  Peter  .Dear,  Glttian  Maxey, 
Rosemary  Smith  and  Susan  Thomson 
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TELEVISION  39 


All  that  jazz  turned  out  to  be  a  work  of  Art 


The  truth  of  many  situations 
in  life  is  this:  that  there  is 
only  one  chance  to  get  them 
right  Since,  daily,  we  can  hardly 
bear  the  thought  of  such  responsi¬ 
bility,  we  make  light  of  it.  Bui  then 
something  good  and  heart-stop¬ 
ping  such  as  last  night’s  A  Great 
Day  in  Harlem  (BBC2)  comes 
along,  or  Jobs  for  the  Girts 
(BBC1),  and  strings  your  guts  into 
a  cat's  cradle.  “Let  it  be  all  right.- 
you  pray,  perching  on  the  edge  of 
the  chair.  In  A  Great  Day  in 
Harlem,  a  young  photographer  in 
1958  had  a  single  opportunity  to 
take  a  landmark  picture  of  all  the 
top  jazz  musicians  in  New  York 
City-  If  he  found  afterwards  that 
there  was  no  film  in  his  camera,  he 
would  have  to  run  away  to 
Sweden.  Meanwhile.  I  was  so 
worried  on  behalf  of  Pauline 
•Quirkeand  Linda  Robson,  arrang¬ 
ing  a  swanky  charity  party  for  the 
Duchess  of  York’s  Children  in 
Crisis,  that  my  guts  ended  up 


strung  imaginatively  fTa-dahH 
in  a  surprisingly  lifelike  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  Humber  Bridge. 

A  Great  Day  in  Harlem  was  an 
exemplary  documentary  —  low- 
key.  affectionate,  informative.  And 
just  like  the  Pauline  and  Linda 
show,  its  story  involved  the  alarm¬ 
ing  nerve  of  naivety.  Esquire 
magazine  commissioned  the 
young  Art  Kane  to  take  a  picture: 
he  contacted  all  the  jazz  musicians 
in  the  city  and  asked  them  to  report 
at  10am  for  a  pholocall.  Everyone 
said  he  was  mad.  Apart  from 
anything  else,  jazz  players  wake  up 
like  vampires  at  sunset:  they  have 
no  idea  that  there  are  two  ten 
o’clocks  in  the  same  day.  But  then, 
by  a  kind  of  mirade,  all  the 
legends  turned  out  in  daylight  - 
Lcsier  Young,  Thelonius  Monk. 
Count  Basie.  Rex  Stewart  with  a 
trumpet.  And  Kane  got  his  picture, 
which  made  his  career. 

The  camera  roamed  around  the 
picture,  sometimes  magnifying 


sections  of  iL  sometimes  using 
other  complementary  shots  taken 
by  the  musicians  themselves.  TTiis 
was  a  fine  occasion  for  alt  con¬ 
cerned  —  a  great  day  in  Harlem, 
indeed.  Just. as  they  rarely  saw 
daylight,  these  drummers  and 
horn-players  also  rarely  got  a 
chance  to  see  each  other.  Standing 
on  the  other  side  of  the  street  from 
the  joUy  surprise  party  he  had 
unwittingly  organised,  Kane  said 
he.  had  never  felt  so  lonely  in  his 
life.  We  learnt  nothing  about  the 
technical  aspects  of  his  picture  — 
the  shutter  speed,  the  camera,  the 
number  of  shots.  What  makes  it  a 
great  image  is  that  Kane  had  his 
one  chance,  and  he  took  iL 

Pauline  and  Linda's  Jobs  for 
the  Girls  started  out  as  a 
four-part  series  last  spring 
but  has  now  perhaps  become 
occasional.  This  is  OK  with  me  the 
more  Pauline  and  Linda,  the 
better.  The  secret  of  Jobs  is  to  set 


REVIEW 

Lynne 

Truss 

these  women  a  seemingly  easy 
task  —  learn  to  fish,  write  a  story 
for  a  newspaper,  sing  Rule  Britan- 
nia,  arrange  a  party  —  and  then 
depict  the  genuine  acid-forming 
anxiety  caused  by  a  real,  unavoid¬ 
able  deadline. 

Along  the  way  P&L  laughingly 
consult  experts  famous  through 
television  —  last  night,  Raymond 
Blanc,  Jilly  Goolden,  Anneka  Rice. 
But  the  celebrity  of  these  folk  is 


treated  lightly,  besides  which  they 
are  merely  foils  for  the  good- 
natured  cockney  wit  of  the  girls. 
No  one  watches  Jobs  for  the  Girls 
for  Anneka  Rice.  They  watch  it  for 
Pauline  Quirke  yelling,  nervous 
and  windswept,  from  the  back  seat 
of  Rice's  speeding  buggy:  “Annie, 
when  you're  larking  to  us,  do  you 
want  to  look  at  us  froo  the  mirra!” 
When  Jilly  Goolden  says  it's  ail 
right  to  drink  red  wine  with 
chicken  {“It’s  a  very  forgiving 
bird”).  Pauline  comments  saucily: 
“Rather  like  yourself.  Jilly." 

"Sauce"  is  a  word  too  little  used 
these  days,  it  seems  to  hark  back  to 
Dickensian  days  when  crowds 
shouted  “Gammon!"  But  the  sauce 
of  Pauline  and  Linda  is  their 
unique  attraction:  it  makes  every¬ 
body  else  look  good  too.  Last  night 
the  Duchess  of  York  was  shown 
presiding  aver  hilarious  meetings, 
then  giggling  between  Pauline  and 
Linda  at  dinner,  and  generally 
coming  out  of  it  very  well  indeed. 


She  was  elegant  and  glamorous 
(the  girls  do  not  compete):  she  also 
appeared  gracious  and  warm. 
“What  price  Panorama  now?"  one 
asks  oneself. 

A  sensible  attitude  to  length 
was  the  main  strength  of 
Alexei  Savle's  romantic 
comedy  Sony  About  Last  Night 
(BBCI).  It  came  out  at  50  minutes, 
stopping  smartly  just  after  the 
ideas  ran  out.  Sayle  cast  himself  as 
Andy,  a  former  soldier  borrowing 
his  brother’s  suit  for  a  first  date 
with  Julie  (Siobhan  Redmond).  But 
it  would  be  fair  to  say  that  charac¬ 
terisation  was  not  the  strong  point 
in  his  performance,  and  that  when 
tempted  to  switch  into  regular 
ran t-in-a- suit  mode,  artistic  con¬ 
science  did  not  prevent  him.  “Do 
you  know  why  we  have  these 
stupid  licensing  laws  in  England?" 
he  demanded!  rhetorically.  “So 
that  we  don’t  lose  the  First  World 
War!" 


The  story  was  simple,  though 
not  particularly  convincing.  Andy 
and  Julie  wanted  to  prove  that  they 
were  not  past  it:  so  they  scoured 
London  for  after-hours  drinks,  and 
the  drama  proceeded  by  means  of 
neat,  short  episodes,  all  inconse¬ 
quential  but  many  of  them  hilari¬ 
ous.  In  particular,  Alun  Arm¬ 
strong  turned  in  a  brilliant  comic 
scene  as  a  limping,  gap-toothed, 
twitching  minicab  driver  with  an 
eye- patch  and  prosthetic  hand. 
Just  like  Anneka  Rice.  alas,  he 
forgot  to  address  his  passengers 
froo  the  mirra. 

"I  was  a  stum  man  with  a 
difference."  he  yelled  cheerfully  to 
Andy  and  Julie  in  the  back  as  his 
squealing  car  swerved  up  the  kerb. 
"I  didn't  take  any  safety  precau¬ 
tions.  I  just  used  to  get  orribly  urt." 
They  swapped  glances  while  he 
continued.  "Did  you  see  Indiana 
Jones  and  the  Last  Crusade?  Bloke 
run  over  by  a  tank?”  They  nodded 
miserably.  “That  was  me." 


BBC  1 


^  7,00am  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (4723157) 

7.10Toy  Symphony  (r)  (s)  (2349515)  7.35  Favourite 
•  --  Songs  (r)  (7263515)  8.00  News  (Ceefaxl 
(4076751)  8.10  Joe  90  (r)  (5808 1 38J  8.35  Teenage 
Mutant  Hero  Turtles  fr)  {Ceelax]  (7061409)  9.00 
News  (Ceelax)  (51 37480)  9.05  Global  Gatecrash 
(s)  (8263664)  9.30  Stone  Protectors  (r)  (89374) 
10JJ0  Pfaydays  (s)  (5286765)  10.25  William's 
•-  Wish  Woffingtons  (r)  (s)  (5192461) 


10-30  HU*  The  Three  Musketeers  (1973).  Family 
viewing  wtto  Michael  York.  Raquel  Welch.  Oliver 
Reed,  Rfchard  Chamberlain,  Charlton  Heston.  Faye 
Dunaway.  Frank  Finlay.  Chrislopher  Lee.  Spike 
Mffligai and  Hoy  Kinnear.  Directed  by  Richard  Lesle 

.  r  (Ceefax)  (28048374) 

12.15pm  Dbneytfme:  Dan  nil  on  Safari  Dannfi  Minoque 
.  n  Tanzania  (s)  (8016044) 

1255  Regional  News  (12901799)  1.00  One  O’clock 
■  News  (484629161 

1.10  Neighbours  (Ceelax)  (s)  (89910374) 

1J0  Cartoon  (15013461) 

LW  The  Borrowers.  With  Ian  Holm  (1/2)  (r)  (Ceelax) 

.  (0773765)  • 

3.05  FUJI*:  Superman  III  (1963.  PG)  with  Christopher 

•  •_  Reeve.  Superman  battles  to  slop  magnale  Ross 

Webster  (Robert  Vaughn)  takinq  over  the  wcvld. . 
. .  •  Directed  by  Richard  Lester  (Ceelax)  (81738916) 

SJSNawsraund  Review  of  the  Year.  (Ceefax) 
(2073041) 

&3S  Neighbours.  A  distracted  Annalise  receives  a 
;  proposal  from  Mark,  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (406374) 
SOOSIx  O’clock  News  (Ceelax)  and  weather  (984770) 

■  6.15  Regional  News  magazines  (989225) 

~  S30TeBy  Addicts  Christmas  Special.  Two  celebrity 

•  ■  teams  test  their  knowledge  of  television  (Ceelax)  (s) 

-'(935) 


■  =7 jjo  Big  Break.  Snooker  Frolics  with  a  festive  theme. 
•  -p  ’  (Ceelax)  (s)  (3570) 

l.V;'7JtiEaa4Enders.  Ricky  is  determined  to  get  some 

t  answers  about  his  lather  [Ceefax)  (s)  (1 19) 
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Jay  Williams  has  bacterial  meningitis  (8.00pm) 


8.00R££g«S3  Great  Ormond  Street.  Start  of  a  20- 
ftegyaffl  week  series  from  the  central  London 
hospital  tor  children  (s)  (6190) 

8b30The  Lenny  Henry  Christmas  Show.  (Ceefax)  (s) 

-  (5225) 

-  9.00  Nine  O’clock  News  (Ceefav)  and  weather  (6935) 

'  Billy  Connolly:  A  Scot  In  the  Arctic 

(Ceefax)  is)  (911916) 

1020 They  Think  It's  All  Over.  An  extended  edition  of 
toe  sporting  game  show  (Ceelax)  (s)  (272799) 

11 .00  Review  ol  the  Year  1995  With  newsreader  John 
ftomphiys.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (135664) 

12.15am  FILM:  Carry  On  Behind  (1975)  with  Kenneth 
'WHfems.  Sid  James,  Elke  Sommer.  Kenneth 
Comoro  Professor  Crump  has  enlisted  a  band  ol 
students  to  investigate  the  remains  of  a  Roman 
QTcampmenl  in  Britain.  Directed  by  Gerald  Thomas 
(445981)  . 

1A5  Weather  (2Q09504)  WALES:  1.45  News  headlines 
and  weather  (2609504) 


BBC  2 


7.05am  FILM:  The  Great  Dictator  (b/w  1940)  A  satire 
on  Nazi  Germany,  siarring  and  directed  by  Charlie 
Chaplin  (34375461) 

9.05  FILM:  What  Price  Hollywood?  (b/w  1932)  with 
Constance  Bennett  Directed  by  George  Cukor 
(7003041) 

10.30  The  Voyage  of  Charles  Darwin  (r)  (3/6)  (52119) 

11.30  The  Royal  Institution  Christmas  Lectures  — 
Planet  Earth,  an  Explorer’s  Guide.  (47428) 

12.30pm  The  River  of  Sound  (2/3)  (56935) 

1  JO  What  Did  You  Do  In  the  War,  Auntie?  (colour  and 
b/w)  The  BBC  during  the  Second  World  War  (r)  (s) 
(97586848) 


3.10  FILM:  Fiddler  on  the  Roof  (1971).  Family  musical 
directed  by  Norman  Jewison  (Ceefax)  (64808867) 
6 DO  Wallace  and  Gromit  in  A  Grand  Day  Out.  The  In  si 
of  the  three  Wallace  and  Gromit  animations  by  Nick 
Park  (i)  (Ceelax)  (s)  (537B86) 

6.25  Star  Trek:  Deep  Space  Nine.  Progress.  (Ceefax) 
(s)  (399577) 


7.10  The  Car’s  the  Star.  The  Austin  Allegro  (Ceefax) 
(s)  (902596) 

7-30  SyMe  Guillem  The  dancer  has  a  new  solo  created 
for  her.  (s)  (461) 


a.  oo 


Decisive  Moments  95:  Images  from 
the  News.  (Ceelax)  (3119) 


Emma  Thompson,  Kenneth  Branagh  (9.00pm) 

9.00  RUM:  Much  Ado  About  Nothing  (1993)  with 
Kenneth  Branagh,  Emma  Thompson,  Denzel 
Washington  and  Keanu  Reeves.  Highly  acclaimed 
screen  version  ol  Shakespeare's  comedy.  Al  the 
home  of  Leonato,  governor  of  Messina,  a  group  of 
men  gather  after  a  successful  campaign  in  a  war. 
One  of  them.  Claudto,  (alls  for  the  host's  daughter. 
Hero,  and  a  marriage  is  arranged.  The  rest  try  to 
trick  Leonato's  niece.  Beatrice,  and  one  of  the 
soldiers.  Benedick,  into  admitting  that  they  are  in 
love  with  each  other.  Directed  by  Kenneth  Branaah 
(s)  (94438157) 

10.50  Trick  on  Two.  With  the  magician  Fay  Presto. 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (508916) 

11 .00  FILM:  Man  of  the  West  (1958)  with  Gary  Cooper.  A 
reformed  outlaw,  Unk  Jones  (Gary  Cooper)  finds 
himself  torced  to  return  to  his  old  ways  when  a 
ruthless  gang  begins  terrorising  his  neighbourhood. 
Directed  by  Anthony  Mam  (941848) 

12L35am  Unplugged  with  BJork.  The  Icelandic  pop 
singer  in  concert  (s)  (7844691) 

1.20  FILM:  Hie  Big  Knife  (ttfw  1955)  with  Jack  Palance. 
A  savage  portrayal  of  file  in  Hollywood,  based  on  the 
play  by  Clifford  Odets.  Directed  by  Robert  Aldrich 
(566252)  3.00  Weather  (76637146) 


VUeaPtua+ and  the  Video  PhnCodee 
Tht  numbers  im  to  each  TV  proTBmmr  Isttog  am  Video  PfcjsCode” 
nurclwre.  winch  aBowyou  la  protyarrera  you  tfoec  leccrder  IndaflDy  wffli 
a  MdsofVs*  "*  handsel  VkSeoftust  can  be  i&adwnhnusl  videos  Tapn 
tf»  Video  PKjaCtxte  to  Bw  aname  you  wtah  Id  recoid.  Fta  mm 
defetfs  can  VUmRus  on  0839  I713M  (cafc  cost  JCoTrvi  cheap  rate, 
4Bpftnln  *  «hw  hm«)  or  wn  to .  teom*  Lw.  6  h«y  House. 
PbnaXon  Wurl,  London  SW1 I  JIN  Mdaopkn  +  f“L  Plecode  ( ™|  and 
Wono  Programmer  are  naOtfrorhs  o(  Genius  Dantoprneni  Ud 


Bitty  Connolly  Is  out  In  the  cold  (BBCI,  9.30pm) 


Billy  Connolly;  A  Scot  in  die  Arctic 
BBCI,  930pm 

In  a  companion  piece  to  Joanna  Ltunley's  television 
sojourn  on  a  desert  Island.  Billy  Connolly  takes 
himself  off  to  the  frozen  far  north  of  Canada.  He 
pitches  his  tent  for  a  week,  initially  under  the  eye  of  the 
camera  crew.  When  they  withdraw.  Connolly’  is  the 
only  living  creature  for  miles.  All  is  silence,  with 
nothing  out  glade rs  and  six-foot-thick  ice  for 
company.  Connolly  records  his  experiences  on  a  video 
camera  and  treats  us  to  a  daily  diary.  “lYn  not  much  of 
an  Alistair  Cooke."  he  says.  "1  just  waffle."  But  it  is 
high-  class  waffle,  and  full  of  surprises.  He  even  takes 
an  Arctic  bath,  gambolling  in  the  snow  with  nothing 
on  except  his  boots,  it  is  a  long  way  to  go  for  a  one-man 
show  but  this  is  one  of  Connollys  besL 

Great  Ormond  Street 

BBCI.  8.00pm 

If  you  thought  you  had  seen  the  last  of  hospital 
documentaries  for  1995.  along  comes  yet  another.  And. 
since  the  series  is  destined  lo  run  for  20  weeks,  a  good 
pan  of  1996  is  already  medically  spoken  for.  The  locus 
on  Great  Ormond  Street  means  stories  of  sick  children 
and  their  worried  parents.  Tonight’s  featured  patient 
is  a  three-year-old.  Jay  Williams.  He  is  admitted  with 
bacterial  meningitis.  It  is  infecting  his  brain  and  spine 
and  could  threaten  his  life.  The  message  of  the 
programme  is  that  the  youngster  is  in  exceptionally 
good  hands.  He  is  dealt  with  immediately,  a  bed  is 
found  and  an  operation  carried  out  the  next  day.  Great 
Ormond  Street  could  hardly  wish  for  a  more  ringing 
endorsement. 

Decisive  Moments  95 

BBC2. 8.00pm 

It  is  ironic  that  two  of  the  most  famous  press 
photographs  of  1995  were  taken  by  non-journalists. 
One.  a  mug-shot  of  Hugh  G  rant  looking  sheepish  after 
being  caught  with  a  prostitute,  reached  the  papers 
courtesy  of  the  Los  Angeles  Police  Department.  The 
other,  of  a  fireman  cradling  a  mortally  injured  baby 
after  the  bomb  attack  in  Oklahoma  City,  was  the  work 
of  two  amateurs  who  happened  to  be  on  the  spot. 
These,  and  other  images  of  the  year,  are  used  to 
illuminate  the  processes  by  which  the  press  gets  its 
photographs,  how  it  uses  them  and  how.  in  some 
cases,  it  decides  not  to  use  them.  Perhaps  surprisingly. 
T7ie  Sun  was  one  of  the  few  British  papers  not  lo  cany 
the  picture  of  the  Oklahoma  baby.  We  hear  why. 

McCaOnm 

/7V.  930pm 

Played  by  John  Hannah,  the  Scottish  actor  who 
appeared  in  Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral, 
McCaJIum  is  a  forensic  pathologist.  But  unlike  those  of 
his  profession  who  normally  turn  up  fti  television 
dramas,  he  is  no  austere  figure  in  a  white  coat  who 
confines  his  activities  to  the  mortuary.  Hardly  has  the 
body  of  a  murdered  Vietnamese  banker  been  fished 
our  of  the  Thames  than  our  hero  is  bedding  the 
attractive  woman  detective  investigating  the  case. 
Since  he  already  has  a  steady  girlfriend,  his  private  life 
gets,  well,  tangled.  After  a  muddied  start,  tlus 
somewhat  dour  thriller  picks  up  pace  and.  despite 
improbabilities,  grips  to  the  end.  Expect  a  series  to 
follow  if  this  pilot  is  well  received.  Peter  Waymark 


CARLTON 


6.00am  GMTV,  including  a  workout  with  Mr  Motivator 
8.55  Power  Rangers  (8181848) 

9.25  The  New  Adventures  of  He-Man.  Queen's 
Gambit  (r).  (8278596) 

9.50  Batman  —  The  Animated  Series.  I’ve  Got 
Batman  In  My  Basement  (5)  (1859374) 

10-20  rTN  News  headlines  (Teletext)  (3718139) 

10.30  Skates  of  Gold  fr)  (49645) 

11.30  The  Magic  of  David  Copperifeid:  The  Bermuda 
Triangle  (r)  (4022409) 

1220pm  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8112461) 

1230 ITN  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (2987799) 

12.55  Christmas  Hi  Emmerdale  (r)  (Teletext)  (88778481 
2.00  FILM:  Daffy  Duck's  Quackbusters  animated 

parody  of  the  Ghostbuslers  Directed  by  Greg  Ford 
and  Terry  Lennon  (1989]  (8049645) 

3.15  UN  News  headlines  (Teletext)  (8696596) 

3.20  London  Today  (Tefelex))  (6693409) 

3J25  FILM:  Big  (1988)  starring  Tom  Hanks  A  13-year-old 
gets  half  his  wish  at  a  carnival  —  physically  he 
becomes  an  adult,  emotionally  he's  still  a  teenager 
Directed  by  Penny  Marshall  (Teletext)  (s) 
(19146954) 

5.10  After  5  with  Caron  Keating  Followed  by  The 
Missing  File  (Teletext)  (2067480) 

5.40  ITN  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (770596) 

5.55  Your  Shout  Viewers  air  their  views  (257138) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  Special:  Shane  and  Angel's 

Wedding  (Teletext)  (751) 

6.30  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (913) 

7.00  Back  to  School,  Mr  Bean  (r)  (s)  (2138) 

7.30  Emmerdale.  Kim  takes  control  as  Frank  fights  lor 
his  life.  (Teletext)  (515) 

8.00  The  Bill:  Ties  that  Bind.  Opinion  is  divided  in  Sun 
Hill  when  a  baby  is  found  abandoned  (Teletext) 
(1886) 

8j3Q  Schofield's  TV  Gold.  Philip  Schofield  looks  back 
at  some  classic  ccmedy  clips  (Teletext)  (s)  (92225) 


John  Hannah  as  a  forensic  pathologist  (9.30pm) 


9-30  [{Sara]  McCaUum;  The  Key  to  My  Heart. 

(Teletext)  111206) 

11.00  ITN  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (941732) 

11.15  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (232596) 

11-25  FILM:  True  Identity  (1991)  Lenny  Henryls 
Hollywood  debut  as  an  aspiring  black  actor  who 
gets  the  chance  to  play  his  toughest  role.  Directed 
by  Charles  Lane.  (T eletexl)  (s)  (946393) 

1.05am  FILM:  The  Bride  (1985).  St  mg,  Jennifer  Beals. 
David  Rappaport  and  Alexei  Sayie  in  a  remake  of 
the  Frankenstein  tale.  Not  very  scary,  quite  funny. 
Directed  by  Franc  Roddam.  (s)  (95861349) 

3^0 The  Panasonic  Sound  Blast  Awards  1995.  Live 
from  the  Grand,  Clapham,  southwest  London  (s) 
(5887252) 

4-20  On  the  Live  Side.  (r).  (s)  (90816252) 

4.45  FILM:  Follow  the  Leader  (1944  b/w).  Another  in 
the  Bcxwery  Boys  series  directed  bv  William  Beaufine 
(3043233) 

5.55  ITN  Morning  News  (7240964).  Ends  at  6.00 


CHANNEL  4 


6.40am  Ulysses  31  (r)  (1613954)  7.05  The  Adventures 
Of  T-Rex  (r)  (2317916)  7 JO  Little  Dracula  (r) 
(351901 

8.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (24596) 

10.00  Saved  by  the  Beik  The  New  Class  (r).  (Teletext) 
(9781175) 

10.25  Babylon  5.  Sci-fi  (r).  (Telelext)  (s)  (3065393) 

11.20 California  Dreams  teen  drama  (r)  (2476995) 

11.45  Biker  Mice  From  Mars  (s>  (2145664)  12.10pm 
The  Super  Mario  Bros  (r)  (3877138)  12^0 
Dennis  (1)  (8110003)  12.30  Sesame  Street 
(41003) 

1.30  The  Air  Globes.  A  woman's  reflections  on  her 
Colombian  childhood  (15020751) 

1.45  FILM:  The  Bishop's  Wife  (1947.  b/w)  starring  Cary 
Grant.  David  Niven  and  Loretta  Young.  A  fantasy- 
comedy  directed  by  Henry  Kosfer  (722393) 

3.45  FILM:  The  Agony  and  the  Ecstasy  (1965)  starring 
Charlton  Heston.  Rex  Harrison  and  Diane  Cilento. 
Directed  by  Carol  Reed  (Teletext)  (28566312) 

6.00  Home  Improvement  American  comedy  series 
starring  Tim  Allen  as  the  host  of  a  television  do-it- 
yourself  shewn.  (Teletext)  (s)  (393) 

6.30  New  Games  master  Video  games  and  technology 
magazine  (s)  (645) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Tested)  Weather  (3480) 

7.30  Wild  Britain:  The  Best  of  Both  Worlds.  The  trials 
and  tribulations  ol  frogs  and  newts  (r)  (s)  (157) 

8.00  Fierce  and  Gentle  Creatures.  A  documentary 
about  animal  conservation  at  Jersey  Zoo  presented 
by  John  Cleese  with  Jamie  Lee  Curtis  and  Kevin 
KJine.  (Telelextl  (s)  (1515) 

9.00  Only  When  I  Laugh.  Final  episode  of  the  hospilal 
comedy  (1).  (Ceefax)  (9645) 


Johnny  Depp  sharpens  up  his  act  (9.30pm) 


-  9.30  FILM:  Edward  Stissortiands  (1990)  starting 
Johnny  Depp.  Winona  Ryder,  Dianne  Wiesl  and 
Alan  Arkin.  A  fantasy-comedy  about  a  man-made 
boy  buSt  by  an  inventor  (Vincent  Price)  who  dies 
beiore  he  can  change  his  creation's  sharp  metal 
shears  into  hands.  Directed  by  Tim  Burton  (50683) 
Followed  by  The  X  mas  Hies:  The  Swan.  The 
baltel  of  toe  dying  swan  Irom  Saint-Saens's  Carnival 
of  the  Animals  is  interrupted  by  T-Rex's  Ride  a  White 
Swan 

11.30  FILM:  Eyewitness  (1981)  starring  William  Hurl. 
Sigourney  Weaver.  Christopher  Plummer  and 
James  Woods.  A  thriller  about  toe  caretaker  of  a 
building  to  which  there  is  a  murder,  who  becomes 
infatuated  with  a  television  news  reporter.  Directed 
by  Peter  Yales  (11634) 

1.30am  FILM:  Sherlock  Holmes  and  the  Spider 
Woman  (1944.  kYwl  starring  Basil  Rafobone.  Nigel 
Bruce  and  Gate  Sondergaard.  Roy  William  Neill 
directs  (3029558) 

2-40  RawhWe  (b/w).  (r)  (5358436) 

3.35  Jools  at  the  Ritz.  Jools  Holland  and  his  21  -piece 
Rhythm  and  Blues  Orchestra  are  joined  by  Roland 
Gift,  Laveme  Brown.  Mica  Paris  and  Ruby  Turner  (r) 
(s)  (7554184) 

4.35  The  World  of  Hammer.  Narrated  by  Oliver  FieeO  (1) 
(54374788).  Ends  at  5.05 


VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

m 4*  London  except  1220pn-1 250  Angle 
w  Naw  (81 12461)  330-&2S  Ante  News  and 
Wearier.  (866B409)  5.105-40  Shortand 
a™  (2067480}  <L25  Angta  Iritearner 
1421686)  630-7-00  Angle  News  (913) 

11.15-11 35  Angle  News  (232*6)  UBSmt 
rtm-  Detour  to  Tenor  1298829)  2J55 
Entertainment  Now  (5355349)  330  «  s 
Omames.  Vs  Nuntoer  One  19234542)  4*5 
Etat  .Bowery  Stamps  (3043233) 

CENTRAL 

*»  London  except  10l2S-1G30  Central 
News  (5127157)  12-2Opn*-12-30  Cental 
News  find  Weather  (8112461)  3^0-2L25 
Central  Nans  (BB93409)  6.KHM0  Short- 
land  Street  (2067480)  9J00  Home  and  Away 
(524312)  &25-7.00  Central  News  and 
"tetter  (658732)  11.15-11^5  Central 
%sa  and  Weaihei  (T32580  '  -  ; 

GRANADA 

Al  London  *****  1O»1O30  Granada 
News  (51271 57)  11-25  Murder,  She  Wrote 
(4736599  1Z20pm-1t30  Granada  News 
(81124611  1255  Chnstmas  in  Emmerdale 
18877845)  2-00-3.15  Rim.  Daffy  Duck's 
QuacftBuglas  (8049645)  3J20-3JZ5  Grana¬ 
da  NOB  (8693409)  5.10*40  A  Com»y 
Practice  (2067480)  SJ»  Granada  News 
(421886)  6-30-7.00  Grenada  Tonight  Spe¬ 
cial  (913)  740-&00  Emmeidala  (515) 

11.15-11-25  Granada  News  (232586)- 
1  Mon  Fftn:  The  Bride  (95881349)  3 
Ths  Panasonic  Sound  Btaal  Awards  1995 
(5087252)  420  On  to?  Lure  Side  (90816252) 
445  Fdm:  FoBow  The  Leader  (3043233) 

HTV  WEST 

As  London  except  1ft25ain-1ft30  HTV 
West  Heat#**  (5127157)  1ZMpm-1Z30 
HTV  West  News  and  Weather  (8113461) 
12J5S  Stantand  Street  (2955190)  t  JS4LOO 
Coronation  Street  (1824225)  3J8K3.as  HTV 
West  Headlines  (8693409)  5.HWLA0  A 
Courtly  Practice  £067480)  630-7-00  HTV 
-News  (913)  11.15-1 1.2S  HTV  Want  Head- 
*tnes  and  Wearier  (232596}  • 

HTV  WALES 

As  HTV  WEST  except:  lOJSsm-lOLSO 
HIV  News  (6127157)  1220pm-1230  HTV 
Wales  News  and  Weather  (B1 12461 1  a»- 
a«  HTV  News  (B683409)  &30-7J0  Wak* 
Ttngrt  (913)  11.15-114S  HTV  News 
1233596) 

MERIDIAN 

As  London  except  10  JSan-10-30  ktand- 
wn  News  and  Wearier  (5127157)  ISUOptn- 
12-30  Meridian  News  and  Wearier 


(B1124S1)  3-20-025  Men*m  News  and 
Waattra  18693409}  5.10040  Home  and 
Away  Special  (20874801  &00  Meridian 
Tonight  (7511 6-30-7X0  Aeuon  Stamm  (B13) 

11.16-11 .25  Mandian  News  and  Weather 
1232596)  1-OSam  Kim:  Del  out  lo  Tenor 
(2968291 SL55  Entertainment  Now  (E35534S) 
3J»fJ  tfs  Christmas,  ft's  Nwntw  One 
(9234542)  4^5  Fflrrv  Bowery  Champa 
(3043233) 

TYNE  TEES 

As  London  except:  1025-10:30  Tyne  Tees 
News  (5127157)  12-2Opm-12^0  Tyne  Tees 
News  (81 13461)  320-025  Tyne  Tees  News 
(B693409)  .5.10-5-40  Hcma  and  Away 
Special  (2067480)  5J£  Tyne  Teas  Today-/ 
Network  North  (B52B35)  ajO-7-00  Btacte 
busters  (913)  11.15-1125  Type  Tees  News 
(232596)  420am  Flm  Ka\*  toe  Wolf  Doq 
(415165) 

WEStCOUNTRY 

Air  London  except:.  10JIS-10JD 
Wteacarty  News  (5127157)  12-20pm- 
12-30  WosteoontiY  News  (8112481)  3J»- 
3l25  Westcounky  Naws:  Waathet  (869340® 
5.10-5.40  Home  and  Away  Special 
(2067460)  6X0  Westecuntry  Li*  (751)  &30- 
7-DO  Drums  ,  in  Hie  Son  (913)  11.16-1125 
UtelcouTliy  News.  Weather  (232S06) 

YORKSHIRE 

As  London  except:  IQJBam-IQJO  Calen¬ 
dar  News  and  Wwthsr  (5127157)  12L2ppm- 
1230  Calendar  News  and  Weather 
-18112461)  A2G-125  Cafentfar  Nows 
(8693409)  5.10-&40  Hcma  and  Away 
Special  (2067480)  £55  Calendar  /  Network 
North  (952935)  &30-7.00  Biockbusfcrs 
(913)  11.15-11.25  Calendar  News  and 
Weather  (232506)  AJOmv  F?m:  Kavktte 
Wod  Dog  (415165)  ■■  ,  • 

S4C 

Starts:  7J®  The  AdrantuiBB  Of  T-  Rex  r 
{231 791B)  7 M  LM!e  DfSCUta  r  (35190)  8JU 
The  Big  Breefcfasl  E4S96)  1&00  Saved  By 
The  Beth  Trie  New  Class  r  (9701175)  1025 
Babylon  5  Mnd  War  (30653931  11JM 
CafUomla  Dreame  r  (2478995)  11-45  Ken 
Russelfe  Treason?  Island  (6773732)  1-OOptn 
:  -  EJor  Meflhrtn:  T 
Chwith  r  I55»4)  tJO  Trie  Av  Globes 
(15020751)  IAS  Film  Trie  flehop's  Wife 
(722393)  3-45  Fkn:  The  Agony  And  The 
Ecstasy  (26566312)  BM  Newydtfon  Bi 
News  (093428)  6.10  S  Pomp  Uned  5  - 
ArtXWth  (331429)  7.00  Ma  Ban  Ma  p1B«4) 
7JS0  Cyw  Haul  (53D42BJ  820  NewyddrcsV 
News  (3BS16)  GL30  Syr  aan  AO  (81603931 
9  AO  John  Cteesa  And  Other  Arwnato 
(7552B8)  1040  FHfir  A  Private  Function 
(17178577)  l£25effl  Trie  Great  Ape  Trial 
0751813) 

l 


SATELLITE 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup¬ 
plement  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE _ 

TJXhmt  DJ  Kat  (71190)  8J»  fcrighty  Morphti 
(17693J  8-30  Press  Your  Luck  (18954)  9J» 
Court  TV  (55026)  9.30  Oprah  Wntray 
183916)  10J0  Conceraididn  (96190)  114)0 
Saly  Jessy  Raphael  (71916)  12J10  Jeopardy 
(10770)  1230pm  Murpt^  Brown  (34648) 
1JW  Trie  WaBons  (22003)  2.00  Geralda 
(48190)  3JX>  Court  TV  (8577)  3J0  Oprah 
WMrey  (8179393)  4-20  MigHy  Morphin 
(3232138)  4^5  Trie  Gruesoma  Grannies 
(5316157)  5.00  Slar  Trek  (2157)  6.00  Trie 
Simpsons  (1 11 1)  Bl30  Jeopardy  (1393)  7.00 
LAPO  (3886)  7JJ0 M"A‘S"H  (7577)  8J10 The 
Sbfe:  Joseph  (89312)  1CL00  Star  Trek 
(75119)  11 M  Lam  and  Order  (92409)  12A0 
David  Lettoman  (8608891)  1Z45am  Trie 
umouchabks  (6053542)  1JO  The  Edge 
(81542)  3LOMJDO  H4  Mk  (7S58233) 

SKY  NEWS _ 

News  on  the  hour 

EJUara  Sunrise  (9438157)  1030  ABC 
MgMtfte  ®4732)  11X0  BusSwss  (36732) 
11.30  Year  r  Review  —  Royalty  (41461) 
L30pm  C8S  News  (77867)  ZJSO  CBS  News 
(24954)  3JXJ  Beyond  2000  (9799)  4410 
Busmess  (8206)  4J0  Year  in  Revtau  — 
Russre  (7190)  5jOO  Lnre  a  Fnre  (96408)  SJO 
Tonight  (7B8951  750  Yaw  tn  Review  — 
Royally  (53888)  U0  Woridnide  Report 
(9683)  9JJ0  Business  (56596)  930  Year  n 
Review— Russia  (76645)  11 J0.C8S  New 
(27916)  1230am  ABC  News  (13630)  1.30 
Mm  Botlioo  Replay  (61097}  2 30 
Newsmaker  (38884)  330  Beyond' 3000 
(40639)  430  CSS  News  (89881)  S40400 
ABC  News  (68417) 

SKY  MOVIES 


SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


&00om  Slwwat*  (97751)  8.00  FaraweU. 
Hy  Lovely  (1944)  (82770)  10JI0  Tkn  for 
the  Road  (1967)  (38664)  12.00  Hot  Shots! 
Part  Deux  (1983)  (604995)  t-50pre  Trie 
Wonderfid  World  of  Die  Brothers  Grirmn 
(1962)  (99056400)  4JJ0  Samurai  Cowboy 

(1993H746T]  6-00  Addam  Ftmtty  IMfees 
(1693)  (97827003)  7 AO  US  Top  Ten 
(417003)  tOOKotShoW  Part  Dear  (1993) 
(74480)  moo  Nowhere  to  Run  (1993) 
(878393)  11.35  Revenge  of  the  Nerds  tt 
Nerds  In  Pmdta*  (1987)  (327968) 
1.05am  Choices  of  the  Heart  the 
Meigant  Senger  Story  (1994)  (978236^ 
Z3S  Dangerous  Heart  (1993)  (4687707) 
4X0-&OO  Two  lor  the  Roed  (1667) 
(45861(8 


4.00pm  The  Devfl  Is  a  Women  (193S) 
(6393)  too  High  Society  (1958)  (68867) 
BJOO  The  President's  Analyst  (1967) 
[63312)  11X00  First  Blood  (13KZ)  [7010221 
1145  Ffracreek  (1968)  (7902061  1J0- 
350*m  Fiances  (1982)  (77704333) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

6.00em  A  Time  to  Heal  (1994)  (95393J 
8X10  The  Jetsons  Meet  the  FHntetones 
(1987)  (60312)  11X00  Rebecca  of 

Sunrtybrook  Ferm  (1938)  (36206)  12-00 
amp  Dbi  (1939)  (60335)  ZJ30pm  Se¬ 
duced  by  Bril  (1994)  (80041)  4XU  Yogi 
Bear  and  Uie  Magic  Right  of  the  Spruce 
Goose  (5003)  6.00  UacGyver  The  Lost 
Treasure  of  Attantte  (1994)  (77677)  8X10 
Trie  Paper  (1994)  (72022)  1QJW  Trie 
Movie  Show  (11409)  10.30  In  the  Line  el 
Ffra  (1993)  (10326003)  12A0m  Auto 
Erotica  (1B33)  (6456691)  2.05  Saigon 
(1998)  (278S00)  3-50-6.00  WRh  Harmful 
Intent  (1993)  (12777165) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

Sky  Movies  Gold  Iran  10pm  to  «ant 
flXKhsn  Umbrela  Tree  (450245771  6L30 
Muppet  Babes  (33036916)  7J30  Pooh 
(36839374)  7 JO  DucMfltes  (36818409)  &00 
Cbp  (2 9271206)  BJO  Wondafend 
(29270577)  9l00  Fraggte  (29294157)  9^0 
Pooh  Comer  (63002461)  IfUU  Dumbo 
(33050596)  IOJO  Quack  Anack  (29283041) 
11J»  Wsi  Disney  Presents  (36827157) 
1200  anted  Show  (29274393)  ISLMpm 
Torketeons  (63013577)  LOO  Faerie  Tate 
Thaana  (63001732)  2JM  Wdnderiand 
(70847867)  230  UmtxeBa  Tree  (62835225) 
3.00  fraggle  Rock  (70B26374)  3J0  Proh 
(6^30770)  LOO  Quack  Attack  162836577) 
4J30  Duddatet  (KB15461)  BJO  CSp 
(70335119)  5  JO  Danger  Bay  (85839041) 
6l00  Taraan  (6283BB54)  6J0  Knosaura 
(82827306)  7J»  luh*ev's  Chnsfmas  Carol 
(48749848)  7.45  FILM'  Having  a  Wonderful 
Time  (73236807)  9JJ0-10JB  RWmI 
MUchun  (68998225) 

EUROSPORT _ i_ 

7 JOaoi  Equastaanam  168044)  B  JO  Eurodd 
(436831  9-00  Toma  (95157)  10JM  Cydng 
(20206)  11-00  Football  (33770)  12JM 
Formula  One  (75770)  1.00pm  Shing  (44886) 
1J0  TnaWon  (ffiJIS)  100  RaDy  (7946!) 
4LOO  Truck  (98®6)  SJW  CMympc  Megazre 
1 120®  5  JO  Sta  Jumpng  [79916)  6-30 
Eafismansm  (25897616)  &45  News  9.00 
FootoaH  (288671 11-0°  Sort  (21B25)  1200- 
wanm  News  (64720) 

SKY  SPORTS _ . 

7 -00am  Sports  Centre  p7H8)  7J0  Raong 


High  Society  stars  Grace  Kelly, 
Bing  Crosby  (Movies  Gold,  6pm) 


tows  (39954)  &00  CrtckaL  South  Africa  v 
England  (5264393)  330pm  WDC  World 
Dans  (418751)  6.00  Spoils  Centre  (3157) 
030  Rugby  .Union  (44091  7jOO  Darts 
(116041)  10X10  Sports  Centre  (20732)  1030 
WDC  World  Darts  0358)  1200  Rugby 
Uraon  (12252)  12L30nn  Sports  Unlimited 
(42726)  1.30-2.00  Sports  Centre  (99418) 


SKY  SPORTS  2 


7.00pm  The  Rugby  Club  (5161003)  &00 
Cnctol  HighUghte  (5029393?  11.00  The 
Rugby  Club  (9424567)  12.00  Skflf  Saflng 
(3919501)  1230am  Coca-Cola  Cnckei 
Show  (B806610) 


SKY TRAVEL 


11-OOam  Gtobamter  I19&S3E)  11J0 
Roads  to  Freoclqm  (1967664)  12JOO  Cka»v- 
er  Your  WorW  (2682022)  IZJOpm  Frugal 
Goumel  Cooks  Habm  (2982409)  1-00 
Around  toa  World  hi  3n  Unites  (2874Z88) 
1J0  Travel  finfa  (29544801  2JJ0  Sh 
Special  (9855886)  XOO  Getaway  (4974206) 
3JMXI0  Boomerang  (2666515) 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4.00pm  Brrtan  at  Wre  (1900515)  5.00  Trie 
RadEropiit  The  Hteaxy  of  Trie  Sovbi  Union 
(4998886)  6X07.00  Bmupriy-  Jesus  — 
Ha  Life  (2970428) 


THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

1.00am  Swanr  Thing  (1936097)  1.30  Rav 
Bradbury  Theatre  (8258894)  2X10  FILM:  Time 
Travekrs  (3469455)  3-304.00  Ray  Br^J- 
fcury  Thealre  (7669165) 

TLC _ 

9JXtam-1XN)pm  Furmtura  lo  Go  (9154683) 
1XXMX»  The  Hislory  Maton,  (73401191 

UK  GOLD _ 

7-OOarn  Angels  (1248770)  7 JO  Nagribous 
(1234577)  8.00  Sons  and  Dautfrars 
(9708022)  8 JO  Eatafnders,  p  707393)  9.00 
The  BB  (9798645)  9J0  The  Sulterano 
(1647954)  10-00  Al  Creatures  Great  and 
Small  (1223461)  11.00  DaBas  (124X2251 
12-00  Sons  and  Daughters  (9718409) 
12XUpm  Neighbours  (1641770)  1.00  East- 
Enders  (1247D41)  1  JO  Trie  Bill  (1640041) 
2.00  Trie  SulwarB  (72492503)  Z2S  Ate  You 
Being  Served?  (3738225)  3l00  Angefc 

(7634683)  3.30  Eldorado  (8240645)  4-00 
Miss  Marpte  (655^374)  5.05  Larry  GfJy- 
sen'e  Gcrerafen  Game  141882664)  6.15 
Kenny's  Como  Cus  (6004480)  &25  East 
Erters  (2684428)  7.00  EWorado  (7826664) 
730  The  Lnrer  Brds  (82W393)  BJM  George 
and  MBdred  (7635312)  830  What  a  Carry 
Oil  (7621119)  9-00  Minder  (5083428)  1000 
The  BH  (6824041)  1035  Qasac  Sport- 
(1648480)  1135  KYIV  (80048541 12.10am 
Dr  Who  (2782078)  1230  FILM-  Tartar  the 
Ape  Man  (9039851)  230  Shopping  at  Mkjtrl 
(9213417) 

TCC _ _ 

630am  Artmahad  Ctassr  Sriownaso 
(5249521)  045  Tiny  11474751)  730  Barney 
(73428)  730 HappHyEifer  After  (57935)8.00 
Earthworm  Jan  (B8770I  830  EeL  (87Ci41) 
9JJ0  Garfield  (78393)  930  Where’s  MfeUy? 
(92567)  1030  Skelelon  Wamors  (4942H) 
1030  Bfflflelech  (74577)  1130  AJ’s  Time 
Travelers  (32954)  1130  The  Babysttars' 
QOb  (33683)  12.00  Art  Attack  (5826729) 
12.15pm  Dfeh  of  the  Day  (4919138)  1230 
No  Naked  Flames  £925031 1XM  HeanbmaK 
Ugh  (42008)  230  Trie  Tick  (6916)  230 
Beady  or  Not  (6666)  330  Sweet  Valley  High 
(8751)  330  Hang  Time  (8003)  430  GaBor- 
rrra  (7138)  430-330  Madeor  (0022) 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am  Bhe.  Chid  ol  The  Earth  (82683) 
630  Duckiia  (74138)  730  Batlfek  (1231022) 
735  Hero  Tulles  (3262461)  745  Rugrats 
(682596)  8.15  Doug  (7684S0)  &45  Rocto 
(5077041)  930  Rude  Dog.  (47409)  930 
OariBsa  (65393)  1030  RugraE  (89461) 
1030  P«P  (36393)  1130  fich  (70190) 
1130  Doug  (88119)  1200  Rocko  (27646) 


1230pm  Beal  Monsters  (764CS)  1X10  Ship 
to  Suae  (17732)  130  Dungeons  (13683) 
230  Galaxy  Hrjh  (3770)  3.00  hissytur  (2935) 
330  Liitlesi  Pel  Shop  (5515)  4.00  Chnstmas 
Ewmv  Day  (40221  430  Rugrals  18026)  5X10 
Oanc-so  (7480)  530  Nancy  Drew  |4fi86) 
6X10  Doug  (1799)  830  Are  You  Alrad  ol  the 
Dart'?  (57SH  730  Fish  and  Chips  73(ri8X» 
Nancy  Drew  (1935) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm  Dnvmg  Passions  |B250Cl22l  430 
Vovagti  I82S6206)  500  The  Dinosaurs' 
(76235771  600  Invention  (8277799)  630 
Beyond  3000  (1195577)  730  The  Soerweol  . 
Slar  Trek  (8257935)  BX>0  Into  rt»  Unknown 
(7633954)  830  Uflre  Science  (7812461) 
900  stood  and  Honour  (1695003]  930 
Soence  DerramB  11636848)  1000  Into  trie 
Unknown  [5084157)  11X10  Top  Marques 
(16078481  1130-1200  special  Forces 
(6995460) 

BRAVO _ 

12X10  FILM:  Huc*tebeny  Finn  (6913886) 
2XMpm  Danger  Man  (68947511  300  Scot¬ 
land  Yard  (7629751)  330  Wan  tom  Interpol 
1836804 1J  400  FILM  FTivare  s  Flogtess 
(7630867)  600  Scotland  Yard  (8264225) 
$30  The  Emit:  (8255577)  700  The  Cnto 
(7611732)  730  The  Protectore  18244461) 
BOO  Space  1999  (5058732)  900  Trie 
Prisoner  (5078596)  1000-1200  FILM  Last 
ExU  to  Brooklyn  (1613409) 

UK  LIVING 

600am  Agony  Hour  (7087683)  700  Living 
Mararine  (6875225)  900  The  Truttmem 
(2760480)  930  Kate  and  Ale  (5863732) 
1000  Hearts  ol  Goti  (6854732)  11.00  The 
Young  and  Its  Restless  (3648848)  113$ 
Trie  Food  and  Dnnk  Christmas  Quc 
[67844801  1230pm  Brootada  (52167701 
105  Kboy  (1768577)  200  FILM  She'll  Take 
Romano?  |4£S4393t  330  Entertain menl 
Now)  (W5S1664)  400  Intaarahon  UK 
(8133374)  430  QossuflE  (728713^  508 
The  Jeter'S  WHO  (5M91206)  S30  Trie  Young 
and  the  Resfees  (9229393)  630  BwteKfe 
(6538683)  7.0S  The  Jerry  Sponger  Show 
(7806225)  0.00  The  Bodes  ol  Christ 
(4043645)  900  FILM  DoBuuse  Murders 
(27449935)  10J50  Emenainmeni  Nowi 
(59908861 1100-1200  Uw  Life  (8855461) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

SOOpm  FILM.  The  Man  n  the  Santa  Claus 
Sut  (58581770)  600  F1M  The  Chanp 
(42261867)  905  FILM-  Nakjd  Spur 
(630Wni)  10.45  FILM  Good  King 
WerccOis,  (27338428)  1235am  FILM-  Trio 
Champ  (20931784)  250330  FILM-  Naked 
Spur  (340405) 


MTV 


630am  The  Grind  1272061  730  3  Horn  1 
(804 3225}  7.1 5  Awake  (46838881 8.00  Music- 
Videos  (317683)  1030  Rod-umenrary 

(76935)  11.00  Soul  (660411 1200  Greatest 
Hte  (28B86)  1.00pm  Musk  Non-Slop 
(8965577)  215  3  hem  1  (90746954)  230 
Sports  (5916)  330  Crnemauc  (8479799) 
21S  Hanging  Cm  (780225)  4XJ0  News 
(2179393)  4.15  Han  fang  Oul  Ll'l  69916)  430 
Ool  (0480)  5X10  The  Dane*  Chan  (2954) 
530HangfegiXi  (57138)  7.00  Greaea  Htr. 
(58480)  8.00  Untedded  (949541  930  Beavis 
and  Burttead  (29515)  10X10  News  (341 480j 
10.15  Cnema  tic  (346935)  1030  Aeon  Flux 
(77664)  11X»  Trie  End?  (49225)  1230am 
Nip nt  totem  (9343252) 

VH-1 _ 

7.00am  Power  BreaUasi  (3224729)  9.00 
Chnsimas  Cahi  (1834041)  1200  VH-1M  lor 
You  (2943374)  iXIOpm  Tria  Vmyl  Years 
(2952022)  200  Kerma  (0824916)  3X10  Into 
the  Christmas  Music  (4661 06S)  «.M  VH-1-Z- 
3:  Char  (33728861  7X10  VH-VM  FOR  rOU 
(6163461)  BM  Egos  and  Icons  Bor  Jovi 
(6169409)  9.00  Jon  Bor.  Jew  (6169645) 
10XW  The  Vinyl  Years  (6162732)  11-00  The 
Besi  d  fee  Bndqe  95  (8343916)  1.00m  Ten 
ot  the  Best  (10667071 2  DO  Dawn  Pawn 


ZEE  TV 


7X)0am  Asian  Mranmg  ( 1 15685 1 5)  830 Yule 
Love  Slones  (62640026)  930  Bengali  RLM 
(10052225)  1130  Surer  D &AT  (44025799) 
1200  Dete  Bha  Dekh  (68040062)  1230pm 
Intfra  Show  162982138)  1X»  Hindi  FILM' 
Har|ayu>  (28961854)  4X10  Zee  Top  Ten 
(440C«C2)  5.00  Zee  Zone  (59199732)  530 
Praijah  Folk  (21111586)  6X»  Diflagi 
(21116409)  630 Zae  and  U  (21182461)7.00 
Highllfo  (59119596)  730  Galon* 

G1 198645)  830  News  (50185916)  830 
Andaz  (59107751)  SUM  Urdu  Serial  Kachay 
Dhaagey  (88851886)  10X»  Zee  Horror  Show 
(67690521)  1030  Commander  (47890729) 
11  DO  Your  Zndaqi  (44009751)  1130-1200 
Krishna  [464013741 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoons  from  Bon  to  8pm;  TNT  nims. 
7.00pm  Angels  in  the  Outfleid  (1851) 
(36800480)  9.00  Travels  With  My  Aunt 
(1072)  (68879190)  11  XU  Across  Is  Singa¬ 
pore  (1928)  (16433596)  1235am  Be 
Beautiful  and  Shut  Up  (1SS8)  (74330900) 
220-5XN)  The  Tower  el  Neste  (1954) 
(0801 3959) 


CNN/QVC 


CNN  provides  24-hour  new*  and  QVC  b 

tite  home  sttepplng  channeL 
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TRIATHLON  35 

SPORT  OF  FUTURE 
GRAPPLES  WITH 
PAST  DRAWBACKS 


SPORT 


RUGBY  UNION  3f 

BARBARIANS  FINC§ 
TRADITION  Him 
A  HEAVY  PRICEI 

- - - — 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  28 1995 


Newcastle’s  Premiership  lead  cut  to  seven  points  after  defeat  at  Old  Trafford 


-m.\ 


AUBBEYWASWlClitt#>: 


United  bask 


in  Cole’s 


warm  glow 


Manchester  United  . 2 

Newcastle  Untied . 0 


By  Rob  Hughes 

FOOTBALL  CORRESPONDENT 


SO  THE  race  for  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  title  is  all 
over,  trussed  up  by  Newcastle 
United  before  the  Christinas 
turkey?  Do  not  make 
Manchester  United  laugh. 
They  had  over  42,000  witness¬ 
es  last  night  to  their  own 
defiance.  Manchester  United 
were  the  winners  by  more 
than  the  goals  scored  by  Andy 
Cole  and  Roy  Keane. 

Giggs  gave  them  sheer 
class.  Keane  gave  them 
strength  and  versatility, 
Cantona  gave  them  captaincy 
and  responsibility . . .  and  they 
cut  the  Newcastle  lead  to  a 
manageable  seven  points. 
Newcastle's  only  excuse  was 
the  early  injury  that  forced 
Gillespie  out  of  the  contest 
after  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but 
for  them,  now  comes  the  test  of 
character.  Manchester  Uni¬ 
ted.  playing  for  their  champ¬ 
ionship  season,  depended  on 
speed  and  craft  and  sheer 
tenacious  willpower. 

There  were  long  and  tedious 
hours  trying  to  park  before¬ 
hand.  with  both  televison  and 
radio  here  live,  as  one  might 
have  expected.  For  this  was 
the  showdown  between  the 
Frenchman,  Ginola  and 
Cantona,  the  captain  for  the 
first  time  in  his  career  with 
Manchester  United.  How  he 
wore  the  armband,  swagger¬ 
ing  with  determination  to 


■command  the  pace  of  the 
game  from  his  position  just 
behind  Cole. 

A  few  days  ago.  he  had 
given  blood,  and  required  six 
stitches  in  the  colours  of 
Manchester  United  at  El  land 
Road.  Now  he  would  give  a 
personal  impersonation  of  an 
outcast  made  leader. 

As  early  as  the  fifth  minute 
he  spreadeagled  Newcastle's 
black  and  white  lines  with  a 
penetrating  through  ball  for 
Keane.  The  Irishman,  himself 
in  resurgent,  powerful  form 
after  recovering  from  his  her¬ 
nia  operation,  was  bravely 
closed  down  by  Peacock. 

A  clash  of  the  titans.  Pea¬ 
cock  won  the  ball  with  his 
body,  and  even  on  the  ground 
won  the  ricochet. 

It  served  only  to  turn  up  the 
turbo  boost  of  Manchester. 
They  had  gambled  by  thrust¬ 
ing  Giggs  into  the  game 


Newcastle,  . 

Man  Uld . 

Tottenham . 

Lwerpool . 

Arsenal  . 

MkX&xo  . 

Aston  Villa . 

Noam  Forest 
Blackburn... 

Leeds . 

Chelsea . 

Even  mi . 

West  Ham  . 
Shaft  Wed... 
Southampton 
Wimbledon  .. 

OPR . 

Man  City . 

Coventry  ..  „ 
Bolton . 


.  F  A  Pts 
l  40  IB  45 
38  22  38 
I  26  19  35 
i  34  16  34 
I  27  15  34 
i  23  18  33 
>  25  15  32 
!  29  27  31 
I  31  25  28 
i  26  25  28 
1  19  21  28 
I  27  22  26 
l  21  28  23 
I  28  3 0  22 
I  19  30  19 
I  26  40  IB 
I  15  29  18 
!  10  30  16 
I  25  41  15 
I  18  36  10 


Nof  mdudmg  Bolton  v  Leeds 


No  663  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 
S  Greed  (7) 

9  Tropical  climhing  plani  (5) 
ID  Like  a  wild  party  f9) 

J I  The  Flood  rescue  vessel 
13) 

12  —  Maimer  (George  Eliot I 
15) 

14  Instructor  (7) 

15  Discriminating  eaier  (7} 

17  Aus.  wild  dog  (5) 

19  Killer  whale:  sea  monster 
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20  Ridiculous  (9) 

22  Group  of  flying  geese  (5) 

23  Pip's  love  (Great  Expecta¬ 
tions!  (7) 


DOWN 

1  Very  well-known  (6) 

2  Douglas  — .  Flanders  C-in-C 
14) 

3  Taking  to  pieces  (13) 

4  Work  for  seven  players  (6) 

5  Nnn-colou  r  (TV);  (in)  down¬ 
right  terms  (5-3-5) 

6  Longest  footrace  IS) 

7  One  an  font:  frame  for 
toddler  (6) 

13  Rocket-firing  device  (8) 

15  Game  bird;  complain  |6) 
lb  Hairpiece  lb) 

18  (Street)  with  no  contraflow 

13-3) 

21  Telephone  inventor  Bronte 
pen-name  (4) 


PRIZES: 

THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket 


travelling  economy  class  to  anywhere  on  ~  V  ; 

British  Midland's  domestic  or  international  '■  ' 


network. 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return  S  "  y 

ticket  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland’s  —  Z 

domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers 
an  extensive  ranee  of  departure  and  destination  pom  is 
throughout  the  UK  as  well  as  Europe.  As  the  UKs  second  largest 
scheduled  service  airline  and  Hea throws  second  biggest  user,  it 
operates  a  fleet  of  35  aircraft  on  over  12130  flights  per  week 
throughout  the  UK  and  Europe. 

All  flights  are  subject  to  availability. 


Name/ Address . 


SOLUTION  TO  No  «s2 

ACROSS:  I  Cyprus  4  Aflnat  8  Duty  9  Gauntlet  10  Foolhardy 
13  Tudor  15  Slush  )fr  Bench  IS  Meditator  21  Footnote  22  Damn 
23  Zephyr  24  Tiptoe 

DOWN:  1  Codify  2  Pathogen  3  Sigma  5  Fancy  that  6  Only.  7  Tether 
II  Hush  money  12  Round  14  Distract  16  Buzfuz  17  Prince 
19  Inept  20  Soup 


despite  his  recent  foot  injury. 
They  needed  his  pace,  needed 
his  touch  of  genius. 

He  provided  both  in  die 
sixth  minute,  finishing  his  run 
withsuch  precise  power,  hit¬ 
ting  the  ball  across  the  white, 
frosty  surface  for  die  lurking 
Cole. 

And  Cole,  a  player  strug¬ 
gling  to  fulfil  expectations  at 
Old  Trafford,  suddenly  fin¬ 
ished  with  unhesitating  preci¬ 
sion  of  his  own.  driving  the 
boil  right-footed  past  the 
stranded  Smicek  and  just 
inside  the'  penalty  area.  It  was 
his  fifth  goal  of  the  season,  his 
second  in  successive  games, 
and  it  was  a  touch  that  one 
might  almost  say  was  worth 
E7  million. 

Manchester  United  were 
foil  of  purpose  and  legitimate 
aggression.  If  Newcastle  are, 
as  their  supporters  have  be¬ 
gun  to  sing,  the  real  United, 
the  pretenders  to  the  crown, 
they  were  going  to  have  to 
work  through  minefields  of 
explosive  challenges  to  win 
this  match. 

Keane,  so  irrepressible 
when  he  channels  his  fire  this 
way,  had  Butt  at  his  side  but 
the  younger  man  was  more 
than  just  an  apprentice.  His 
tackles  snapped  into  die  heels 
of  Beardsley  and  Lee.  For  ail 
their  experience  and  class,  the 
Newcastle  pair  could  not  find 
breathing  space.  Neither 
could  Ginola,  who  was  smoth¬ 
ered  by  Irwin,  playing  at  right 
back  in  this  reshuffled 
Manchester  rearguard. 

Inside  him,  Gary  Neville, 
the  England  full  back,  was 
manfuUy  sharing  with  May 
responsibility  for  policing 
Ferdinand. 

They  did  it  well.  For  almost 
half  an  hour,  Ferdinand  was 
an  isolated  forward,  no  one  in 
his  team  finding  the  tune,  the 
room,  the  inspiration  to  get  up 
in  support. 

And  on  the  break  Giggs  was 
still  taunting  the  Newcastle 
defence.  Barton  was  booked  in 
the  21st  minute  for  a  foul  on 
him.  And  when,  14  minutes 
I  later,  referee  Alcock  showed 
the  yellow  card  for  a  second 
rime,  he  momentarily  lost  the 
plot.  It  was,  in  fact  Beresford 
|  who  received  this  booking,  but 


W\ 


PSS511S 


G  inola^lc^t  passaway  froni^ckha^i  dimng  the  i?A  i^r^ng  Premiership  match  at  Old  Trafford  yesterday 


both  full  backs  are  blond,  and 
Alcock  showed  the  red  card  to 
Beresford,  then  realised  his 
error,  put  the  card  bade  in  his 
pocket,  and  was  left  with  a  face 
of  the  same  hue. 

But  the  match  still  pulsated. 
Ferdinand  came  out  of  his 
isolation  before  half-time 
when  Howey  drove  percep¬ 
tively  through  the  midfield. 
The  pass  from  Howey,  the 
timing  from  Ferdinand,  de¬ 
feated  Manchester's  offside 
intent.  Ir  left  Ferdinand  one- 
on-one  against  Schmeichel. 
The  position  was  similar  to 
that  in  which  the  Ghanaian, 


Tony  Yeboah,  had  chipped 
Schmeichel  for  Leeds  last 
Saturday. 

Ferdinand  is  an  English¬ 
man,  a  prolific  one,  but  not  as 
imaginative  as  the  African.  He 
drove  hard  and  law,  straight 
at  the  advancing  Schmeichel, 
and  die  ball  deflected  to  safely 
off  the  goalkeeper’s  right  calf. 

Moments  after  that.  Ginola. 
for  once  finding  space  on  the 
right,  produced  a  spectacular, 
outswinging  cross,  though  not 
as  spectacular  as  the  wonder¬ 
ful  leap  and  stretch  of 
Schmeichel  to  catch  iL 

One  more  muscular  mo¬ 


ment  of  Ferdinand,  wrestling 
May  to  the  ground  just  on 
half-time,  threatened  to  upset 
Manchester  United’s  equilib¬ 
rium.  Because  May  could  not 
recover  from  a  thigh  injury. 
Keane  had  to  step  back  into 
the  defence,  with  McClair 
coming  into  midfield. 

If  it  mattered  to  anyone,  it 
was  not  Keane.  Five  minutes 
into  the  second  half,  Giggs 
had  siruck  the  Newcastle 
crossbar,  but  Manchester 
were  not  in  the  mood  to  be 
repelled  by  anything.  Mo¬ 
ments  after  that  Philip  NeviJJe 
crossed  the  ball  from  the  left 


flank  and  who  should  be  there 
beyond  the  far  post  hut  Keane. 
He  was  not  marked  at  all  and 
he  needed  one  touch  to  control 
the  moving  ball,  the  second  to 
volley  tt  uncompromisingly 
past  Smicek.  whose  demean¬ 
our  was  that  of  a  paralysed, 
startled  rabbit. 

Had  Cole  not  misfired  with 
a  third  goal  at  his  mercy, 
Newcastle  would  be  down  and 
out 


—  W  Barter,  D  Peacock,  S  Howey,  J 
Beresford  —  L  Part,  —  K  Gfewpie  (sub  S 


Beresford  —  L  Part.  —  K  Gatospia  (sub  S 
Watson.  15).  R  Lee,  P  Beaittstey.  D  Greota 
—  LFetcSnancL 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  (4-4-1 -1)-  P 
ScttmeKM  —  D  tom.  D  May  (sob:  B 
MoCtab.  46m in).  G  HavUe,  P  Nwile  —  D 
Bed-ram,  R  Keane,  N  Butt.  R  Grggs  —  E 
Cantona  —  A  Cote 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED  14-1-4-1)-  P  Srm** 


Referee:  P  Afcocfc 

□  Celtic  have  added  a  new 
dimension  to  their  burgeoning 
youth  polity  by  inviting  Heini 
Otto,  the  Ajax  coach,  to  help  to 
train  some  of  their  young 
players.  Otto  was  in  Scotland 
yesterday  and  assisted  the 
Parkhead  managerial  team  of 
Tommy  Bums  and  Billy  Stark 
in  coaching  youngsters  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  eight  and  14. 
Otto  coaches  the  youthful  Ajax 
team,  ■which  captured  the 
European  Cup  last  season. 


Eastern  promise  in  England  agenda 


By  Russell  Kempson 


ENGLAND  have  arranged  international 
matches  against  Bulgaria.  Croatia  and 
Hungary,  ail  at  Wembley,  in  the  run-up 
to  the  European  football  championship 
finals  next  year.  It  is  a  schedule  full  of 
Eastern  promise,  particularly  the  chal¬ 
lenges  presented  by  Bulgaria  and  Cro¬ 
atia.  and  should  give  Terry  Venables,  the 
England  coach,  an  accurate  guide  to  his 
side's  progress  before  the  serious  busi¬ 
ness  begins. 

Bulgaria  visit  on  March  27,  Croatia  on 
April  24  and  Hungary  on  May  18. 
England  will  then  take  a  break  before 
embarking  on  a  six-day  mini-tour,  possi¬ 
bly  to  South  Africa  or  the  United  States, 
to  conclude  their  competitive  prepara¬ 


tions  for  the  start  of  the  finals  on  June  8, 
when  they  play  Switzerland. 

David  Davies,  director  of  public  affairs 
at  the  Football  Association,  said:  “The 
priority  has  been  to  get  what  the  England 
coach  wants,  in  terms  of  matches  and  the 
balance  of  the  programme.  Terry  wants 
to  get  it  just  right  and  he’s  very  happy 
with  the  matches." 

Hungary  failed  miserably  in  their 
European  championship  qualifying  cam¬ 
paign.  but  their  players  will  be  keen  to 
impress  in  the  inevitable  rebuilding 
process  aimed  at  the  World  Cup  qualify¬ 
ing  series. 

Bulgaria  and  Croatia  are  likely  to  place 
greater  emphasis  on  all-round 
acclimatisation  and  perhaps  even  dam¬ 
age  limitation.  Bulgaria,  World  Cup 


semi-finalists  last  year,  possess  some  of 
the  most  talented  individuals  in  Europe, 
led  by  the  moody  and  unpredictable 
Hristo  Sloichkov. 

Croatia,  also  European  championship 
finalists,  will  provide  a  similar  examina¬ 
tion  of  England’s  credentials.  They  were 
due  to  play  at  Wembley  on  September  6 
but  the  match  was  cancelled  because  of 
the  conflict  in  the  Balkans,  with  England 
instead  playing  Colombia.  "The  peace 
settlement  in  the  area  has  now  removed 
any  worries  on  that  front."  Davies  said. 

Northern  Ireland  have  an  impressive 
list  of  forthcoming  fixtures  at  Windsor 
Park.  They  meet  Norway  on  March  27. 
Sweden  on  April  24  and  Germany  on 
May  29,  and  hope  that  Holland  will 
agree  to  visit  on  June  4. 


Stewart’s  worrying  run  continues 


From  Simon  Wilde 

IN  PORT  ELIZABETH 


Post  your  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword,  PO  Box  6886. 
London  E2  SSP.  The  solution  will  appear  next  Wednesday, 
and  the  winners'  names  on  January  10. 


ENGLAND'S  cricketers  face 
an  arduous  task  to  stay  in 
contention  in  the  fourth  Test 
match  after  a  gruelling  and 
frustrating  second  day  ai  St 
George's  Park  yesterday.  Kept 
in  the  field  for  II  hours  while 
South  Africa  scored  428,  they 
then  lost  Alec  Stewart  in 
Shaun  Pollock's  first  over 
before  Michael  Atherton  and 
Jason  GalJian,  not  without 
alarms,  saw’  them  through  to 
40  for  one  by  the  close. 

Stewart's  unnecessary  dis¬ 
missal.  caught  at  the  wicket 
chasing  a  boll  outside  off 
stump,  continued  a  sorry  se¬ 
quence.  He  last  recorded  a 
half-century  in  Test  cricket  Id 
months  and  15  innings  ago. 

Hansie  Cronje,  the  South 
Africa  captain,  responded  by 
quickly  calling  up  Paul  Adams 
into  the  attack.  The  left-arm 
wrist  spinner,  the  youngest 
South  African  to  appear  in 
Test  cricket,  began  with  two 
maiden  overs  and  had  Gallian 
dropped  at  short  leg  before  he 
had  scored.  With  the  baU 


starting  to  keep  low  on  a  pitch 
promising  turn.  England's 
hopes  of  remaining  on  level 
terms  are  under  threat 
England  were  also  con¬ 
cerned  by  an  injury  during  the 
afternoon  session  to  Mark 
Ilott,  who  pulled  up  with  a 
strain  in  his  left  thigh  in  the 
course  of  his  thirtieth  over. 
Ilott  left  the  field  and  did  not 
return.  It  is  feared  that  the 
injury  will  restrict  his  move¬ 
ment  for  the  remainder  of  the 
game  and.  with  the  final 


Holt  strained  thigh 


match  of  the  series  starting  on 
Tuesday,  he  must  be  doubtful 
for  the  Cape  Town  Test  match. 

if  Ilott  is  incapacitated, 
there  will  be  an  unexpected 
opportunity  for  Darren 
Gough  or  Angus  Fraser  to  re¬ 
establish  himself  in  the  Test 
side.  Neither  has  played  in  the 
Tests  since  the  match  in 
Johannesburg  nearly  four 
weeks  ago  and  Fraser  might 
have  expected  not  to  play 
again  on  the  tour. 

After  Cape  Town,  several 
players  will  be  sent  home 
before  a  series  of  seven  one- 
day  internationals  starts  on 
January  9.  Three  limited-overs 
specialists  joined  the  England 
party  yesterday:  NeiJ 
Fairbrother,  Dermot  Reeve 
and  Neti  Smith. 

England  partly  had  them¬ 
selves  to  blame  for  their  long 
stay  in  the  field  yesterday.  As 
heat  and  tiredness  took  their 
toll  they  missed  six  catches, 
most  of  them  clear-cut  and  all 
off  the  unfortunate  Illing¬ 
worth,  who  dropped  two 
sharp  returns  himself.  None 
of  the  misses  proved  expen¬ 
sive  but  the  cumulative  effect 


was  to  add  to  England's 
frustrations. 

Ironically,  many  of  the 
catches  England  held  were 
outstanding,  Russell  in  partic¬ 
ular  having  another  excellent 
day.  He  finished  with  four 
catches,  one  stumping  and  a 
part  in  the  run-out  of  Adams. 
Nor  did  Russell,  who  created  a 
world  Test  record  with  U 
catches  in  the  Johannesburg 
Test  match,  concede  any  byes 
during  an  innings  that  occu¬ 
pied  159.5  overs. 


England’s  uphill  battle  .  38 
Throwing  row  subsides  38 


□  England  will  play  two  Test 
matches  and  three  one-day 
internationals  over  the  Christ¬ 
mas  period  during  their  first 
tour  of  Zimbabwe  next  year. 

fUNERARY:  Nov  30:  Oelnati  (Harare 
Soujh  Country  CMr).  Doc  1:  Preodorl'a  XI 
(Hamm  Spans  Club).  Due  3-tt 
Maqhonaland  (Harare  Sports  Ctubl.  Dee  8: 
Maiatetetand  (Owen's  Cfob).  Dec  10-13: 
Ktdac-atetnr)  (Queen's  CJub)  Dee  15;  Rrst 
one-day  Memflitwii  (Outran' a  Ctu0).  Dee 
18-22  Bra  Tad  [Queen's  Club).  Dec  26- 
30:  Second  Tre(  (Harare  Sports  Club)  Jan 
V.  Second  ono-day  international  (Harare 
Spoils,  Qubl  Jan  3:  Hurt)  one-bay 
■r.rcmaiKiflaf  (Harare  Spoils  CUty 
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